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GOD'S PLUMB LINE.

.1 SERMONX

BY 11EV. A. L.EE, B. A.

1'hut çctsi thoit ? A jI'd in.-m'svii. S.

T IE prophet Ainos (roin whose writi.ns we hiave takeni <ur
text), tiourisieI in the ilzys whien Uzziahi w4s king of

Judah, e-nd Jeroboain thie son of Joash w'as king of I.srael, or libo ut,
ciýght hundred years before tie birth of Christ. He wvas at native
of Tekoa, a fortified town anmong the his of thie south of Jiidah. is
occuipation %vais ainong the hierdsixnen, ,.ndl the influence of his native
Mnountains is seen plainly in bis wvritings. H1e w'aLs the peasant
prophiet, as Isaiahi vazs the prophiet of culture and of the court. Hie
shio,%,s a kno-wledge of the prophecy of Joei and of the -%vritingrs of
Moses.- Hc prophesied zigainst Isracl for hier idolatry and vice
,wliich flourishied under the prosperous reign of Jeroboani. S.Kyria,
Phulistia, Egypt, Ammon and Judtth were succcssivoIy rebukcd, but
hisgrcatest judginents; were directed against Israel. For his lidelity
to the religion of Jehiovahi and his denunciations against Isiziel,hle
was cornpelled to fiee, by the influence of Amaziah, a priest of the
image Nworship established at Bethel.

In the carlier chapters of this prophecy we have, terrible judg-
ments pronounced apginst the Israelites for their idohutry and
impenitence. We have exhortations t4> seek the Lord, and instances


