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'entre af thlw carth," and hc venture<
ta remark chat nobody had ever seer
the Equator.

Miss Holland fech her conversationa
canquest comPlete-"%%cII, anyhow, 1
have scen it," she said; and she
gave an exact description of it. When
she had finished, glawîng with triumph,
a Yaunger Pucat amked her if her travels
had given 4er also an), experiences ta
relate abou the inhabitants of1 Mars.-
and some one briefly outlined how the
flag was nailed ta the North Pole.
Then conversation taok anather turn-
such is the skill af a tactiol
hostess.

But there was ont, thing Miss
Holland had neyer suspccted. Bcing
chaperane ta hcr yaung and pretty
nicce on her hamcward vayage frani
South America, and being by nature
MUCh More efficient than tactful, she
had not gained unlimited papularity.
As she had came anto the boat deck
anc day the third officer was taking the
Mid-da), sights with the sedond. The
third afficer naticed her tirst and he said
ta the secand it was a bit ai taugh
luck that a chap couldn't get five min-
utes ta chat ta the prctty niece withaut
having everlastingly ta entertain that
superannuated old aunt as well. They

1agrced and then, thcy cancactc<l a
i wicked scheme-to -get their awn

1tr as the secondi expresscd it.
1 Sa t hey got out the big telescape
'ram the chart-room; they fixed it
il, its bracket an the bridge; thc>. locus-
scd it near the horizon and then what-
they stretchcd a tiny picce af black
thread acrass the inside of the les,.

Then they suddenly became animat-
ed abtut the big telescope. Miss
Halland saw the animation. Warnan's
curiasity braught her ta the bridge in
defiance af the regulations chat pas-
sengers shall n>t cross the white line,
and she panteti: "Tell me Mr. Ma-
hnney,' what can yau sec? May 1
laok? Oh, let me !oak!"

Mr. Mahaney told Miss Holland
thcy had just ,ghted the Equator;
Miss Holland lu 'ked; the black thread
did its duty nobly. Mr. Mahoney and
his junior cahlesgue rejaiced long and
greatly chat the "biter had been bit;"
and as we have seen Miss Holland
ac(,uired a close acquaintatice with
that strange geographical phenomenon
the world's Equator.

Mahoncy is a chief officer now but
he still lets out a bellaw ai merriment
if anybody happens ta remark, 'that
aIl things arc sot just what they sevm."'


