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Theologn.

CHRISTIAN LIBFRALITY.

Iet the people of God bethink them.-
selves ; let them hrine their present Lber-
ality to its legitimate tests.  Let them have
done with the folly of *neasuring them.
selves by themselvers, and compariys them.
selves amongst themselves ;' of estimating
what they do or what they gne, by the
false and invidious standard ot such com-
parieons.  T'he question is not whether’
their deeds and pifts will bear to be com.
pared, according to their means, with the
tleeds and gifts of others, but whether they
will bear to be compared with Bible prinei-
ples and Bible oblizatous.  “T'hese are the
tests by which they will be estimated at the
bar of their Saviour and Judge, in the great
day of final assize. let Chrstians apply to
them now the standard that will be apphied
tuthem then. Measure thewmn by the love ot
God ; measure them by the grace ot our
Lord Jesus Christ; measure them by the
preciousness of your spiritual blessings, the
ﬁrandeur of your heavenly hopes, and the
depth of your unworthiness of either; mea-
sure them by the worth of itmnortal souls
measure thew by the vastness of eternny ;
measure them by the fearfulness of per-
dition ; measure them by the unbounded
and everlasting jovs of God’s salvation ;—
and you will be decply and abasiugly sen-
sible how wtlimtely every one ot these mea-
sures goes beyond them!  let Christians
remember that the God to whom, as crea-
tures, they owe their being, and, as sinners,
their redemption, savs with authority—
*‘T'he silver is mine, and the gold s mine.”
Do they sufficiently teel the imperativeness
of this claim, and respond with sufficienmtly
grateful generosity to theappeal which it in.
volves! "If they did, there would be, to a
greater extent than ever heretofore, an -
stant and spontaneous opening of all theswr

i

treasures to supply, to the full extent of ji«!

demands upon thew, the treasury of God.

TRISTEAN MINISTRR'S FINAL
KEW ARD,

THE FPAITHEUL 0}

| (From Rev. 1. 8. M Atsserimon on Luke Al 4248 )

We st remind you that there 15, mthe
language of this purable, the most striking
reterence to the eleration and wrreatvyrss nf

that final recard, wineh shall be adjudged
“to the taithiul munster, who 1 found «tead.

st to the last, and dilizeatly gecking to
discharge s stowardship at the counng ot

s Laord—= Ot a truth [ say unto you, that

he wil wake him raler vver all that hLe

Chath "= ntumtion so gimerulr, that we

alwost shring trom the task ot attempting

ts elucdation,—vet which teaches us, evi.

dently, that the recompence ot such servie
ces on carth will nnt be the mera rest and,
security ot heaven,—not alone the eome.,
pantonship of the blesked, or the brisht wd.
beatatic vision of Gudy—but sume wtation
and degree ot honour, amongst the whatn- .
tants ot that better world, correspondent to
the spliere ot our lormer exertions, and to
the fidehity and dilgence with whieh ot was
Ailled up.  But how shall we concewve of a
jtelicity so exalted ! How shall we deeenihe
i1t!  Are there, then, awaitune us, 1 the
yganctuary above, diversities ot order and ot
service i any wise resembimy thaes we

Yihave left below? Skl we tind the apos. |

jtles the prophet, the tathtul and suffermg
yorm, and elevated to the sama prportion-
jate supenonty above the less distinginshed
jand zealous ot the Saviout’s followers,
which it was their priviiege on earth to
possess ! What means the declaration,—
 he who was once but a tauthiul steward of
.the houschold shdl be made ruler over a!
+the possessions of lus Lo | 2—=In the panlms
-of final bligs, there needs no teacher to .,
ystruct, no comforter to console, noguardian

iwitness tor the truth, weirmer tke same,

and rocka are rent with a nose Lke that of confined within Gennanv, the southern part
tice arms.’ of Poland, and xeme of the northern atates
In a4 country thus bonnd i *thick nbbed of Anstria I'he Baptiata have sont out
eyt o st ol the inhospitable year, can their issemanes to Inda, Afeica,  and
it be supposed that imenersion w practica. among the aborigmes ot Noeth Amorics ;
et Far how, we denand, could they oh. but we have neser veen the exporimont of
taa thear xapply of water duning the severe 2 Baptist Clin~ch rsg up in Labrador,
scasoin ! Conhd they obtan it by melting Sibena, Greonlumxlor eentras Russin— Rev,
sow or we' Could they furmsh baths? £ G, Hibdand.
Could they endure the prucess® No wen.’
sihle man would wvatam that they could. MORAL CLASSIL ATION 0F MANKIND.

And vet i these regiens of tereible frost Ple recephion or prprctaun of thess cesen.
dwell mdbome of the heman speees. w140 teuthe, the depravity of man, tho
ditlienlt 1t 18 to prtctieen anniersion i our | atanement and dety o1 the Saviour, and
awn chimate dunng the sevorer parta (\“h(’;gnh’a"nn by fntth 11 1te thres stages of jus.
year!  But we are not m the habit of ha- gfication, s<uetbeation, and glary, divide
viye our deep wells trozen, or the mgrobey the whele w orld mta two classes, which 1t
congre dead n the baib ot our thermiou™ers | af eweenttal unportance neyvor o overlonk
But allow e the aberact postibility (ind or confound — T'he tirwt cloxs, by rocewving
thux a5 the ntmost that camdaer t‘An}i‘mnmf-;thom teuthe, become the herw of the divine
or truth coneede) o1 practmiag anmersion prannecs, and of the heavenly kingdom ;
generally, durngs the wintey seakon, iw¥the second, who rejeet or neglect them,
Labradur, Lapland, Siberia, Jecland, Green- romam the hewrs of wrtk, and continue
Land, and other countries hung within the  under the curse prmonnced upon all Besh
polar and trozen regrone, where the mean 2% transgressorn of God's holy law  How-
ampual tewperature 15 often below, and sel- . ever sunifar they may bn to each other for
dony much ab e ferezing pomt, still there the present, they are e Ferent, ns the
will be tound noue pressmptunus enough twilicht of norning teom that of evening,
to pretend that such a requesition, wineh for the ﬁght of the vie wi'l oo brighter and
the mhiabntants of thuse countries would be brighter unto the perfect day, wiile the
enortonsly expensive and burdensome, ' mathening gloons of the ather w.dl deepen tilt
weuld bear any analozy to the midd and, it clowes i utter darkness,anloenthoy repent,
merciful character of Gospel msttutions vand turn apmn 1o Han, whe e the hght of
fet not the reader disniss thee argument the world.  T'ns preat divagion among 1nxn.
wath alecring suspw e of it~ Condor or s kind, st 1w the cleel ubject of the advereary
Juster. Can @ be deabte] that the conde-'of souls to obseurn. I Christoars recog-
ton of th s port mof our ta ey now under mised each other as belonging to the samo
conwideration, furms a lar and necresary |

ig:(‘dt body, ut whowr Chriet i~ the Linwg
exception 1o the unnesral practic sty of head, and the cluldren of the xame heavenly

mmersion? s Hunboldt and athors havey Futh~r, thev would act togethar sud proy
traced the wothermad dee, gop .ess than together. Unted withs the forco of moral
eizht wllions of haman beings nbabit the unon, and combuned  under their heavenly
polar mad frozen regone. TFo these the leader, no obstaclos or eneinies could with-

“to protect, no watchtul gude to lead us.

Alls sate, and peacetul, and happy 5 all 1,

highty and knowledge, and holimess—But 1s
atso ! Does the tauthiul pastor, when he
lava down m the dust the burdens of s,
joffice, and buds farewell forever 1o 1ts anxi-:

Gospel tuest be promulrated. Churches
st atise 1 the very busina ot thesr heart-
less wmtors. To these wost the Gospel

(stand them; they would o forth conquer.
j e and to comsquer , but the enciny kuows
they wanhl be arresist bla of united, and,

ordimances he adwanstered as well ax tons Jtaking advantage of thes corruptions and
But to th+ adw'nisteation of immersion na-; lusts, sows drifes and d.vioons amongst
ture has Latesposed o barrier §i £ twotlurds them, knowing that if a house e divided

jeties and 15 cares, retam its sacred honours, . )
jand its endearmg relation to those happy |2 the year,—a barnier which, to them,

| spirits whom it was hus hughest joy to cheer | Wwould render unmerswon more galling than
: and animate, and unwe upon thewr way 1;the bloels nite of arcumcision. Toes 1t
them ought to be more marked than in the | . po 2 fargue well fur enther the wisdom or good-

s o8 . We do but suceest the imgquiry ;—w o . APt
sl’:‘:h‘:!”‘ v;;h;c!x ﬁ’te)'ude?olte thcm;elv(;‘s jnot follow |t.u°But 0 ;;owqtm"{y xmg‘inc?}?o?""“ of the Author of Christiamty, that he
s e eubtance oo nerets of each viur vay 10 1 v i v vy o bt ordiance of perpet
the chusch. TPhe laf:k N (\u{' e 8 ‘lhl“l!'" _and ye believe not, how shall )‘c." .|ga‘|on. \; ne .‘ Ui it may tulera-

h . k is ouly Prin- yehieve if 1 tell vou heavenly things ™ }M) adapted 10 the counditivn and conve.
ciple of their appropriation. Self has to0 ® nience of some of the human family, must
e e et ooy (i e of thnge bt el
un.dcr another forin, the Jove of the worl We call the reader’s attention to the oh-; Even with us, there tay be reckoned six
being only one of the modes of self-indul- ' jectivn Iving aganst the Bapuist theory,;unths of the year wherem immersion can-
gence. “The kingdom of God ™ is not, to{arwing from clunate. : inut,'be perfurmed without great inconve.
the e in \ylu it ought to be, “xsought' When the mussionary penetrates north- , mence, and producing these unpleasant and
fist” ~ Were its primary claims more im-, ward into those regions traversed by the ieven pamtul sensations of body, which pos.
peratively felt, we should woon cease to'smieth parallel of latitude, he finds hanself sess no unagmable power to umprove the
hcnr,. in regard to any part of our country, falready in a temperature where wells are heart, and aro altogether at vanance with
of spiritual destitution. The meaus of eter- { frozen at a great depth, and where, for the, the analogy of New Testament institutione.
nal_ lx_fc woqld every \_\'l»crc abound. By imo“ part o? the year, water can be oltamn- If, indeed, we are to attach a mernit to such
their unmcdxat!: provigion o_f these weans!ed oaly by melting snow or ice. In u,o'physical sensations, according to 3 papist’s
for all, the subjects of the king would com- yregion of the Esxquimaux, the lakes andjidea of penance, ot a Bralunin’s notion of
wmend their grateful loyalty to their divinely stauding waters, unless deep, are generalk lsclf-nmmficmmn, we readily acknowledge,
generous Lord.  We should no longer se¢, ;i winter frozen to the bottoun. They con. ithat so far frun reganhing snow, and ce,
—w hat too often presents iteelf now,~hun- jtinue frozen from seven to mine months of, and arctic wuds, and a temperature of tao
dreds for self, units for God:—gold fur the vear. “In Greenland, Lapland, and the  degrees of Fahreahest, as unpedinents 1o

Chuistians and the men of the world belonyg
to two different kingdowms ; and there s
nothing in which the distinction between

yagainet tauelf it cannat slarl.—J. Douglas,
' 1':31/. L

iiib(i_t;i ;Zi—t_tr;xt;rr.

UF INTERTPRETATION IN GENEKXRAL.

1. Neccesuity and utduy of snterpretotion
The nterpretation of the sacred booka v
the ughewt and nwet diffioult tank of the
thevlogan. This imy be shown from the
nature of the case, from txrermwo. and
also frain the consent of all enlightened
periods.  All msolid knowlodge and judicioun
defence of divine truth, st originate from
a nglt understanding and accurate inter-
pretation of the Seriptures.  The punty of
the Chratian relywion has shone brghter or
been obeetired, 1 proportion as the study
of sacred ioterpretation has fiocunshed or
docayed.

Finally, those have always bean reckoned
as the mnoat dimnfnulhed theclogane, who
have excelle} i thas kind of leaming.

An Christian doctrine i preserved only
i wntienrecorde, the interpretation of these

sell, silver for Christ ;—the house of ccdar;cn]dcst countries of this regon, brandy and
tor sclf, and the dosolate ruin for the Lordlmcn:ur\' freeze duning the wanter.”  “Da. |
oi'2ll.  The present controversy {between “rng the water, the niabitants of the cold.
cstablishments and voluntaryism] would 'est parts remain crowded iogether i smail
arnive at the most desirable of all termina-  huts. The whole mnede of a huts or shap,’
tions—in the more uureserved surrender, s usuaily lined with ace, formed from the
on the part of Chnistians, of themselves and  vapour of breath, which must be cuz away |
their substance 1o the glory of thewr common ! every morning.  The mhabitarts ui Siberza |
Lord, and the cxtensior, to its prounsed | stop the openiugs of their housea with ice,
unjversality, of _hi- spmtual_kmgdom 3—in and use @ mstead of glass. It the cold e,
the love of (Thnst. overcoming the love of suddenly enter the house, the vapors fall i,
the world and laging the world at the foot ' a shower of snow. Erery part of the bady
of the cross ;—in the more entire dieposses- | ;pust be covered in gowyr aul, of it i« -
w10 of their hearts of the =pirit of worldli- | stantly frozen. The air when bmalbcdi
neas by the expuldive power of the new!soeins to pierce, and even rend the lungs.

affections of the goe}ic! 5—in the realization, | The cup often frenzes to the lipe, of it be
in the soul and character of every christian, ltouched in drinking. The provisions must
of ‘the apostolic maxim, “To X TO L1TE{be cut with hatchets and saws. Treesand

18 Cuxisy."—Dr. 1. Werdlew. the beams of houses are split by the frost,

aninersion, we shouid exult in thew, as be. | absolutely essentiol 1o a knowledge of it ;
g josiul circumstances, which would en. ) aod unless we know what Cheistiamty s,
hrace the merd of our ubedicnce, and iasure , We cIn nether masuta.n its punty, por de.
e aeceptaace, But we have not learned : fend ita prnciples to the beat advantage.
divinity in such xchools ; and we repeat it} 2 Teflcoihes altendeng sntevpretation.
that the theary of exclusive uamersion lays Fl%n o¢smnce of interpretsvon in genoral 1
very unequay, and 1 many instances, op.;dif"'lll! . because it requizes much learn.
pressive « launs upon the human famnily. ng, dyiaent, and dihgonee.  Not unire.

The emiversal prasiicabiisy of sunnenson | quently a felwity of talent, or 2 more than
has never vt boon proved 3 and the Bap. wsusl degree of underetatding, u regumite
tists, 10 1heir confident cxuitation and boast [0 mana e an cxogetical wgquiry wak sac.
ing on the subjeet, are altogether premature [cera Bat the iterpretation of the sacred
Hapuy for their throry, that they have|baoke i, from varnus cxusen, (a) sidl more
atways kept themselves within prudent Jati. | difficalt i as the general consent of the
tudes. In Uns they lave donc wuely jlearred, wnd the wonderful paucdty () of
While other Protesiant sects of Europe]good mierpretcrs {ully evines  (Morue, p.
have exicnded their lines far north nto& 11)

Noeway, Lapland, and Greealand, the These cassen are, thelr amiquiy ; th
tiste have prudently hpukux- Q:E {pectunar dialect of the Scrigturce, w)’k'h’én:




