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becomie of a people who thus plunged at
once int the vices w'hichi ordinarily attend
excess of luxury.

Burke had a profound confidence in
moral forces in tl)e determination of flie
destines of nations. H-e hiad a strong and
simple faiti in the Divine disposition of
carthly p)oers, and no feature of the newv
fain.ta-cismi shocked hlmi more than is
blasphieinous defiance of Hleaven and ils
wretchied w'alloing i n piganism. 'llie
persecution of religion, the vioù.tion of
sanctuaries, the setting up) of the godde2ss
of libeity, the saying of the encyclopoedist
D)iderot that " submission to kings and
belief in God 'vudsoon be ai an end a)]
over the iworld," were for B3urke the most
duspicible features of ail. 1-Je placL-d in
contrast to ail this the framec of the Eng-
listi Constitutiron, 'I made under the
auspices and. con tirmed by the sanction of
religion and p)iety'

A:1o(tlier consider.. ion upon îvhich lie
laid gî'eat stres,ý %va4 the evil consequences
flCes>J iily fiuloiing the abandonnment of
ail estal)lihed order. H-e %vas decl)ly in-

pr iî: ith (lhe sacredineqs of the ancient
or-dur (if things;, andl prcîce deep)
iitty towards the constitution. J-le hiad

grave oigvîg f sudden changaes, and
an abs-Aute aversion to abstract reasonim,
apphcid to p d)itical questions. H-e feit
that civil inîstitutions could not safély be
tested liy pure reason. "'Youi were noi used
to do so (romn the b-.ginnin,, -hese are
the argumients for states a'sd kciigdiis, »
said lie "metaphysicai deductions have
thuir place in the ehols. In his op)inion
tiiere %vere now get dikcoveries to be made
in oîorality nur in the great principle, of
gtiveriimenit, and he sunis un the whole
conservative arg2ument for us in these
forcible %vords: -We are afraid to put
mien to live and trade each on bis own
private stock of reason, b-cauiise ive stisp2ct
that the stock of eachi man is sinai and
thiat the individuais 'vould do better to
avail ihieniselves of the generai bank and
capital of nations arnd of ages." Nothing
wvas more ridiculous or more bhatieftil in
his eyes flian that these 1' alchemnists and
l)rojectors' of the revolutionary idea should
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pretend to be legislating for the elevation
of humanity, wvhen they wvere pluinging
society loto such a mire of corruption. and
sacrificing the first aimis of aIl society to
the exJ)erlment of their wild fancies.

t> eople %v'ill neyer look forward to
posterity w~ho neyer look backward to
their ancestors.>

Jo his " Letter to a Noble Lord " and
"Letters on a Regicide Peace," lie con-

tinues bis attack. Tri the latter of these he
urges war :against France as a public
nuisance and a menace to the good order
of iiziglhboriting governments. In France
the foundation of government wvas laid in
reicide, in j.îcohinismn, and iii atheism,2
and hie matintained that " the influience of
such aErance is equal to a war, its ex-
ample more %vaýstingi than a hostile irrup-
t ion,."

TIhese are but sorne of the trunk lines
on; wi-i-ch Burke's extensive influence
îvorked. We have not f,9!loved out their
minute ramificaîionc, mnor have we sp)oken
of other iionii.,inîous affairi, such as the
freedom of the p)ublic press and the
Catholic emiancipation in Irel.-nd, %,:hose
present more amnicable &;position is due
to hlmti. T'he subject is enormious and
but iîwperfectly touched up)on in this
papier. 'Lo obtain an adequate idea of
the results of his political wisdom) one
niust needs study the texture of ail lireselit
constitutional goermnt o obtain a
correct idea of biis influence on tlie British
constitution, st udy flie amelioration of
1!Eniglishi domiestic: goveromient and of
J3iiiî ru!e abroad ni otice the différence
in its tunu' in the eittlieentih and ini tle
ninuteenth centulry observe its advance
in eqnliîy andI coîmonm justice ; compare
these %vith the lig-h handed arrogance and
C.-u;areai tendeocies of the king and
Parliamnent that op)pressed Ireland, lost
Ainerica, %vrecked India, and ail but
drove tlic people of England int tlie un-
natural vengeance of a French Rýevolution,
arnd you have, in outline at least, the
wholesone influence of Itmnunid Burke on
the British Constitution.
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