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full), overcome. .\ccording as civili/.atiun
advanced the huffalues were driven fardher
wL'st. AXs autunin l>egan the Saskatch-
ewvan hierds always nmuvtc farther nurth,
and %vheni thd -old se.ison (-aille on they
retired tii the Nvoods and thecre passed the
wîinter. As a rof of îhcir hardy nature and
gyreat p)o%-ersof en(iurance,the huffaloes were
near>' aiways fat in the spring. A\ peculiar
fact concerning thielr%%wandtring- tendencies
is that for i'îng periods the>' have beeti
kniovn tu leav-e certain districts altog)ýether
anu( afcer the Lipse of somc )-cars rcturil
iii great numbers to thtLr uld feeding
grunds.

'Hie niethods adopted hy the hutnters tu
slay Ilhe buffi' %ver- nuinerous and
varied. Itefore lirearîns becamie commn
amîong the Indians, Iho%.s and arrows ivere
the uni>' weapuns lised. l'lie bow %vas
usually albout four feet in length and inade
of a %wuud calied chk-hrv:in order
to strengtlhen and keep it froîn cracking, it
%vas wvrapîîed with sinew. 'lhle arrow wvas
uisually about hiaIt as-3n as the huw and
was miade of the saskatuon wiiiow, %whh hl
is, ver>' îenarkahle for its totighnie:;-. In
Orer Lu prevent it frutu deviating in its
co<urse alter being sliot froin the bow, a
roiv of piumes %vas fastened alung thec
lower p)art, fur about six inî'hes aimve the
notch. iL mnay ap)pear %,ury strange to
uîany that -an Indiati. arnied with such a

:'alweapuni, %vilI aiai k and lgkii a huge
anlimal likeC the btîffalo. i',ur such is the
strcngth of tiiese arruwvs, and the dexterit>'
with which the%, are harîdied, that certain
lndiai.s have been knuwn to shoot anl
arroiw thruughi the body of a huffalo and
int that of another.

Man>' of the hunters furmied sinal
settuments in the interior, and hunted
the buffalo in paruies for the sake or' the
robes, which were iii great demiand, and
sold at enormous prices in the great cities
of the east. This systemn was organizcd
eari y in the century, and vas c'on-
tinued down tw as laie as 1809. Fore-
îmîost anion«. thiese, wvas the; - Red

tioli of th1e Red and A\ssiniboine
l'iv-ers, %vhiere the C ity' of WVinnipeg
îo.day Standis. T'his extem:n ail
year organîzed a buffalo liunt, in
whIicih hiait of the populaiiin of Red River
îîmuk part, They iwould start out eariy .i

the season, taking supplies and ail the>'
required for a hutnt whici, often iasted
înonths at a tinie. and in wvhich %'ere
secured the peits of thuusands of buffaloes.

hie' ad nu trouble in disposing
oi' large numbers of theni to thù
H udson Day ('ompany's agents and
thuse of uthier eastern firm.s stationed
atz Fourt Carry. 'F'lie agtents %vuuld
then forward them t> the eastern
markets, %vhere they- wc're sold at anl
enormus profit. One miay formi anl
esutniate ut' the imîmense proufits made bv
these deilers, îvhen it is; knuiovii that large
q uantîiis ofl robes %vere annuall-pu, ast
as i.>w as a bkg of' Ilour a skin, and sold
in the eistern markets ai ail în'ices <roi

30o ti $75.
h 'ie econoniic tises f the buff.alo wvere

of vasi importance in thiuse- days, and
111an>l ivere the privations the Indians and
eariy seilIers %wuuld have stîtTèred were it
nul for these -gifis uf the G reat Spirit,-
as Ille red ienl were %vont tu Cali ilhem.
A\s I hiave stated belore, tihe Indians
(iellented ainio1si conîi-:ei Illte
hîîffalo. Tiheir tepees. saddles, cluthes,
harness, ail were made of tic skin of tiis.-
animal. But the greatest henefat î%'hici
the lisdcian derived froni the buffàio ivas
the leiemmicin miade uf îis* ilesh. This
meat wvas Ille mnost commun article oif
food. 'l'lie thighls and should4rs wvere
genevral> considered the hce part-, for thme
preparation of ptemmicean. 'lhey were
sliced into larg;e sheets, a:nd rolled into
soiid bales, iii whiclh condition the meat
would kecep fur years, so longe as it wvas nul
mxposed Lu tlit! rays of the sunl.

'l'lie imî>rovident, Indian ivas nu longer
satisfied even with deadl>' tirearnî-s as a
mntis of destroying, the noble buffalo.
Miîen an uniimitud îiumiber of skins cu](]
he diposed of. Whole lierds were drivcn
over pîecipices and tiîousands killed at
once. 'lo effect this a nunîber of huniters
took uip their positions in such a inanner
tbat theywud bc aill to head the bitffaloesý
toivard the precipice over wlîkhi the)-
wishied Lu drive ulîem. 'Thc animais, upon
hearing itie îvild shouts of tic Indians
and seeiflg theni aliproacli on horseback,
turmied to litiht. On and -,ni the>'go
continuall>' gainiing sîpeed, unLîl sud
deuîl>' thet foreirnost of the hierd arc
seeni to slacken their sjmeed a littie, btL it
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