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sources £rom whence the law is derived; what part it plays in
the developrnent and maintenance of the social relations of the
age, and what part it bas played in that developmient in the
past; and how it is related to the, kindred branches of ethies,
of political economy, and of metaphysics.

His condition is well expressed by Sir William Blackstone, in
bis opening lecture, as follows: "A lawyer thus educated to the
Bar, in subservience to attorneys and solicitors, will find lie lias
begun at the wrong end. If practice be the whole that bie is
taugrht, practice must also be ail that he wvill ever know. I1f hie
be uninstructed in the elemients and first principles upon which
the rule of practice is founded, the least variation from. estab-
lisbed precedents -will totally distract and bewilder him. Jta
lex seripta est is the utmost bis knowledge will arrive at. ]le
must never aspire to forin, and seldom expeet to coiprebiend,
any arguments drawn (t priori froin the spirit of the )aws and.
natural conditions of justice."

In this respect, both in this country and elsewbere, the llaw
student, is at a disadvantage coinpared witb the student of any
other profession. The student of medicine and surgery can
resort to schools wbere bie can be tboroughly instructed in al
the principal branches of his profession, while the student of
law enjoys few opportunities of acquiringy anything more than
hie is able to obtain by reading in a lawyer's office. This fur-
nishes very imperfect means either of rendering him a sound,
well-read llawyer, a ready or correct practitioner, or a fluent and
effective speaker. Hie iisuafly commences with few, if any,
general directions as to bis course of reading, and, having no
previous ideas w'ith reference to legal principles, hie reads witb
very littie benefit. lie bas no Iandmarks to guide him;- no flxed
points to wbicb hoe can refer and around which. he cani arrange
bis acquisitions. The peculiâr, indeterminate, inaccurate, discon-
nected, unscientiflc character of English law renders such a course
yet more necessary, for it is like a material structure erected upon
no settled plan; begun in a remote age ; put up bit by bit, bere a
littie and there a littie; a wing at one time, a porcli at another;
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