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2. The rock was to be smitten puhlicly. (Jonsiderable imuportancei
seexuis Vo be attacied Vo this in the narrative. "Go on liefore thte people,"
was theceommrand to Moses, "and take witii thee of tie eiders of lsrae,'> '

***"And Moses did sa in. the siglit of the eiders of Israei.»
'\Vhieii the Passover iaxnb wvas Vo be sacrificed, direction was igiven that
iV shoid be tioxe pubiiciy. There was tlîus symibolized the historie fact,
that the. sacrifice of the Re-deerner wvas a public ctc. IlHerod and Poil-
tius 1iaia, withi the Gentiles, andi the people of Israei, wvere gathered

tgt ter t put Hiin Vo, teath. It was not by chance that tiiere were
dwellIiing at Jerusaleni, at the tixue of our Lord's crucifixion, "'Jews,
devaut mn, out of every nation nter hieavei'> also, "Parthians, and
Medes, aii Elaniites, and the dwellers iii Mýesopotauiia, and ini Judea
anti Cap)padlocia," 4y- IV wvas of God whio lias the liearts of ail mn in
His iauîd; and i n doubt one reason of the Divine arrangement 'vas,
thaut tlhey îigblt be w]tnwssxs of those stripes by wvhii we are hecaleti.

'flîtRdene chose Vo diei publicly, and it 'vas eiiiently iitting that
it slhould lt. so. Mlaii ly sin liav tramipied under foot the lawv of God,
andi it. wws fitting tbat, iV should be publiciy vinidicated and imiooureti.
Uy Silà, lit- bail uIdiîd the holiness, andu justice of (4od, anti it was
reiuiis-ite tiut te testiinîoxîy whicli the Cros-s bore~ to these attributes,
siiontid lie n piublic tc-stiixnoniy. A full, free, anti everiastiing saivation Vo
*couitàlt*ss mtillions of Aîlax's lost race, %vas te flowv froxîx that sacrifice.
TheJ ~Nvtî*r of life streanii"i frora tlîat sxtîittxn rock, %vas te Ilow noV
oiily to th ittueriînost cands cf the eartli, but dowvnwards to Uie iast

Oeirtttnîf mna. The Jew and Gentile, Scytliinn, liarbariaii, bond
anti fret., -wvre to be callid by the G;ospel Vo conte anti I'tako of the
Nvaier of life fr-eiy." It -%vas therefore reiluisite, Uxat an event frauglht
with !such illonientous consequences Vo a great mutltitude tiat no mani
coulti xîuîîxIitr, of ail nîations, anti kindreds, anîd people, an~d tongues,
silioniti le stttested L'y suci a mulatitude of 'vitièssv, as to baaiish froîn
the~ niis o'f mien in every age ail doubt of its reality.

3. iThe rouik vs to lie sinitten only once. %. second time, lai Israel's
joînîî.riuîy tlirtîngli the elesîert, 'vater hadta Vo b roughlt to tliem~ out of
Vite 1OCI. At l'ýlLtIVII, where' Miriamn lied anti wn-s luried, their supply
of wato-r was agaiii exhausted. «IAndc the Lord said i ta Moses: Take
the rod, andl gathier tiîou te assembîly togetier, tiiou, anti Aaron thy
broter, mnid sjeick ye uxîto tie rock before their eyes; and it sîndi givej
forth bis wuvaer, andti hou slux.IV bring forth Vo thein Nvater out of the

rock: ho thi>u shiait give the coligregation anti their beasts drink."-
Nuîîî. XX.: 8. Luit it lie noticed thiat on tlîis occasion, the rock 'vasi
310V tae i), ,itett: it was only to be spokexî to. XVbcn one is in bond-
age Vo uîngry fetelings, lic is uîot in a favourabie contdition for rendering
obulietice te the Divine coninianci. Mloses, the servant of the Lord, '
,xas au. Uhe t.ine a.ngry, anti therefore instead of oniy 8peakLîcg Vo the
rck, ini calot comaposure and faituî, hù «Iifted up bis biand, anid witli his
rati lie biiiotv tie rock VWict-." For that sin of disobeclience Vo an explicit
coanîna.,t, lie wîui tcoînedt o, leavui his boucs ini Nebo, and Nvas noV per-
mnittet to tiiter Uic promiseti land.

Titus tuet great Gospel truUh was syîaiboiizeti, tîtat the sacrifice of
Christ is nut te be repeateti. The IlRock of ages" lias bccîî sînitten


