
'11-t, PEV Ott' AN INDIAN QUflUN.

Cgy firs, tlue chief sav tiaking dlown ta-
;vards the sea a lierd of deer. The flock
was led by a tail stag, withi a lproid ami
widely-antlered lîead. The Tn« tians wvith -
drewv to covert and strungii tlieir bo-%vs, and
the qneen gave a sigu that Eldrnund wvas
to kili the tail stag. While hie looked to
the prîrning of bis gun, she patted bis
cheek and stroked blis liair, softly call'ing
lîirn pappoose; ami then informed huai
that ho mnlst not fail to obtain the aiitier-
ed hiead as a trophy for the Indian maitten.
-%vbo wvas to bo biis bride, *Witlh a lieavy
lieart Ednnd tookc bis way as directed,
down through the wvierd. larclies. The
bullet clove straiglit ta the mark, ami a
tall brave, with a griiiit of approval sevored
the head of the faflain ionarcli. There-
aftor Edmund stood in highi regard amongst
the hunters.

The Indian village stood in a cup-shaped,
valley in the imidst of' a cluster of bis.
Edmund's wvigwvam, which -,vas in the con.-
tre of the valley, wvas conical in slla)e, and
buit of tree, botes as eut ini the forest. lIn
the centre was a liolo throughI which the
smoko oscaped. For a coucli and covoring
hoe lad skins of deer, and for food a bounti-
fui suppdy of raîv neat sorveci in a bircli-
bark dishi. This î'epast wvas broughit ta
hin by an Indian grirl. of abo"tf seventeen
yoars. lier hair was long, and black as
the plumage of a rayon ; and it wvas soft
and fine as silk. Compared -%vitlî othor
Indian girls she was beautiful indeed ;-
and she 'vas the maiden wvhoîn the queen
vras to give to Edmund for a bride. Slie
knev less English than bier mother; ai-d
when she saiw that the strang(er made no
sigrn ta tat, shie took the kuife from blis
girdle with a bashful air and began to cut
into mouthfuls the stag's heart and the
tenderloin. But lie turned away in loath-
ing, wbhereat she wondered miuch, deeniiing
him. ta be, sick ; and goingç out of the tent
withi compassion in bier eyes sue soon re-
turned 'vithi an ill-favored biagý, wvho coin-
pounded snake-root, bog,-cane, sarsaparil la,
and other roots and lierbs. This old
wvoman wvas a doctor in the tribo. Whien
a brave wvas sick or ý vourided shie wvas
wont ta mutter divers dismai-souniding,
incantations, and cry like ail the 'airds and
beasts of the wilderness, after wvhiclh she
apphied lier medicine. When sho came
before Edmund shie raised a dismal mono-
tone, -vhich slie continued for severai
minutes, after which she uttered several

explosive barks or yelps like Uthe cry oÈ al
l)llc of -,volves iii full dbiase. Edmund
cnt ber short ani -waved bier away ; and
the quecu coming in at the moment, lie
made kniown tliat lie could not eat rav
mneat. Thiereafter, wh'lile sfaying, in the -Vil-
lage, mieat wvas served cooked to him.

To lier surprise the Indian girl sa'%v
tliat tlîe captive did not -%vish to wved ber,
anti enceforthi stie was baslifilhen she
appoared in bis presonce; and E dmund
leartit that site asked lier mother to permit
the -%hlite-faced stranger to make choice
for hîmsolf. The way;vard. and imperious
qucen bit bier ochire-colored hip; but she
Nvas a 'vornan of foresighit and polîcy
therefore slie yielded, biding bier tîme when
this-favored captive would ask for the girl,
as she knev wvas the customn whiere the
wliite mon d %veit. Thereafter Bdnriunnd's
life was happier. When lie wvas not huant-
ing or sp)earing fisi hie wvas engagedtah
ing the Indiani girl to reaà and write,
for suie hiad besoughit Mîin to let lier leara
tue wvs of living among the people
froin whiich lie camie. Slie no longer plied
lier needie putting barbaric gauds iupon
bier dress, but engaged hersoif at hier books
and miak-iugç imitationîs of Edmiiîîd's sket-
clles.

The winiter sped away and summer
came wvith its groon beaves and flowvers,
and birds and buitterfiies; but these coubd
not, gladden the captives hieart. Altbough
hoe vas a favorite witli ail the tribe, un-
ceasing watch wvas kept upon him, and he
saw n l ope of escape. lIn this way sum-
Mer passed into anotlier wintor.

The tribe sometimes cbangod thii o place
of hiabitation, nîoviîîg ia summer froni the
interior to tue Coast. One nighîit Edmnnd
leaned against a rock that iooked froni the
edge of a slicer prcpc out ip0îî the sea.
"Edinuind," saici a vaice almost at bis cal',

and lie started. It was the Indian girl,
lier nigit-black liair softly blowa in the
wvind, anîd deep, sorrow in lier beautifll
oves. <' Edminnd,"--for sie, could now
talk lEngbislh wvol-"1 1 bave seen you bore
in the nîoonlighrlt; your hîeart is flot withi
us; youi want ta o bevith the pale-facod
mon and girls agaili - In a dreamn last
nigliit the Great Spirit told mie that you,
Nv'ill go away froni our tribe ta yotir wvhite
brethiren; and you wviIl nover tlîink of the
Iîîdian maid Nvhio loves yoîî. Yes, you
have my secret now. 1 love you ; and

i wish ta, go Nvith you wvhere the. white


