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Nvith the xnoney in it upstairs,' sbe said, ' it
will ho safer there than bere.'

Jlarold's face flushed. Hie stood up
and loûIhed out~ of the windowv inte the
dar-kness.

Ail righit.' The words wcre spoken with
an attempt at case; stili tbey struck Hope,
even then, as hiaving a curions ring.

'Go to bed at once ir you are tired,'
I-iarold added, 4 and I will bri.'g- the bag to
yen. It bas ail my things ini, yen know,
and- and-I shall want soine of them.'

Se Hope said 'Go-ih'and went
slowly upstairs. As she wvas dropping asleep
Hiarold came in and stayed a few minutes in
the room. She heard the bag put down on
the floor by the bedside. 1 Thank you,' she
murmurcd, and thon shie feli sound asleep.

The first day in a new place always dawns
strangcely on a traveller. WVhen Hope woke,
however, shie eauglit a ghlimpse of brilliant
sky througyh the littie w',.indow.

This i- New Zealand,' lier becart, said.
The place «wvhere.we shall begin our new

life. Oh! I arn glad the sun is shining, it
a good omen.'
After that first burst of lîopefulness came

a t. -iubled thoughit of Harold. .Iad lie slept
at ail on that bard, horsebair sofa? Wrould
the landlady be an early riser? she wondered.

Ilope dressed qîiickhy ; said a very short
mornirt- prayer-she would finish it by-and-
bx', when bier mind was at case about
liarold. She littie guessed bow far distant
thnt time noeuld be.

She crept qffletly downstairs, and softly
opened the sitting-room, door. It was barely
se"cn o'clock. Harold migbt not be awake
yet. But lie wvas awake-awake and gone
ont. The landlady liad let 1dm out, and lie
liad bidden lier tel! bis wife lie slîould not be
back te breakfast.

Gone aiter youz beavy luggage, Ms
WctlI c-spect,' said the cheery ivoman

witli a smihe.
Oh dear! But I 'wish you bcd let me

knuow,' said poor Hope, disappointed. 'I1
-%ouid have got hdm his breakfast before hie
went eut.'

' Just *wbct 1 told 1dm,' deelcred Mrs.
Smnith, 'but bie said lie was in a hurry. SUJi,

thut's no reason you sbould List, ma'am. Tlie
water's on the boil, and my littli MaLry iviI1
l:iy tlîe table in no time. The gentleman
%vill perbaps be «Liek before you- ia-ve do-ne,
and if net, I'm One as alwa s Izeeps My kcit-
chien fire going, and can get hii in a cup of hot
tea any time.'

Mrs. Smith meant to cheer the youugr
wife, wvho seemed fretted that hier liusband
liad gone out without lier ' the first day of
.)1l;' but Hope %vas tliaikful ivhen the door
closed on bier hiostess, and loft lier at liberty
to vworry and wvonder over what, couid have
takzen Hlarold ont so carly. Not those
dreadful men at the hiotel she did hiope.

Aftcr breakfast ' littie Mary,' a seif-pos-
sessed young eolonist of nine years or there-
abouts, came in for orders concerning thie
dinner. Hope %vanted some trifle ;vhichi
necessitated, as sbe tboughit, tho paymcnt of
ready money. She tookz out ber purse and
opened it mecbanically ; suddcnly lier eyes
%vere riveted on the ordinary little dark
purse in a stony state of ainaze. What had
lhappened ? Who liad put those ten golden
coins into it? And for wvhat purpose could
it be? H{arold? But whlere bcd lie takzen
thcm. from, and ivhat did lie mean by the
ct ?

The child's sharp voice rouscd hier from
bier state of utter bewilderment. "If you
liaven't got the ch~ange, ma'am, 1 can ask
myrma!'

''Yes, do.' Hope spoize ealinly, but it
scemed to lier as if shie mnust add, 'lAnd 1 ýwi1
gvive yen all I pos!zss if yen will oniy go away
àand leave me alone.'

Perhaps hier face exprezsed this, bowever,
for littleM.ýary van ished at once. Mien Hope
got np by a sudden impulse and rcacbed the
baig-Harold's earpet-bag, whichi she ]îad
mclanically brought down with lier-the
'va- wliich containcd thiat otlher baize 'vag
%vith its sbining contents. Slue undid tie
straps, unlocked it-the kcey wvas in the loek
wvhere bier husband bcad left it-and, one by
one, she drew eut the contents.

A stony horror came over lier as shw
rcalised the fact. The xnoney wvas gone!
And HIarold was gone too! 0f thiat she had
now ne doubt. Gone to ruin ; -one to
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