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NEW YORK AND IVONTREAL IMPORTERS DIFFER.

T IS interesting to n
the differcnce of opi

- ion bctveen the Mo
real and the Ncw Yo
importers. in regard
specific and ad valore
duties.

At the recent sit
C of the Tariff Comip sion, in Montreal,

dry goods deputa
t 4  expressed itself in fa
of having ad valoreni duties replace spec
duties wherever it was possible. In direct op
sition to this is thefeeling among the New Y,
dry goods importers.

The grounds on which our importers advocate the abolition
specific duties is that it bears most hcavily on the cheaper gooand thus on the poorer class of people. Take, for example, icase ofcloth overcoats. The inferior grades weigh more than chof a better quality t consequently, the specific duty on the infergoods is more than that on the best grades. In the case of stocings, where the specific duaty is so much per pair, the inferior gradgthougli paying the same amount per pair, pay a larger percentaon their cost. And throughout the whole trade of a dry goods houspecific .uties bear most lieavily on the inferiorgrades. This mea:1they aver, that the poor man bears a larger part of the duty, prportionately, than his richer neighbor. This is one of the maarguments used by the Montrea merchants in supporting thcopinion.

For the last two years the New York importers have becworking under a careifl y prepared s.sten uf ad valIrem dutieiThe report of the loard of Appraisers for the yar closingSeptew
ber 30 has just been given out. The report scws that the luni
ier ofreappraisenents has increased by over 5,ooo. "The almofourfold increase of reappraisements under the prcsent tariff av'
says the report, "is in some neasure attributable to the better diigence and eliciency of appraising oflicers, but is chiely due tthe enlargemaent of the scope of ad valorem rates of duty' <

ie rcst of the case may bc given in the words ai The Econo
nist, which has been an ardent adveca ai the vement. o T Thc

loss of time and annoyance caused t merchants by these 7."crcappraisenments it is impossible to estmaie. for cant any ane calc-
laie the lrss in actual dollas and cents arising from deiay in pass-ing tapon the cases and the consequent inability of the importer tadispose of his goocs. And yet, in spite of ail this, noactasecirity is given to the domaestta. manufacturer against unfaircompet iiontmlting font undervaluation-if ,oo cases, why flot 7,500?Wha n tell how many entries have been passed with an erroneousapprakenient >

I Ad valorem duties lave had a thorough trial during the pasttwo years and have been found fatally wanting. They offer a premiunita double dealing not only on the part of the importer, but by thedomestic manufacturer,."
Both systems have many faults. It is impossible to arrange aschedule vith cither to meet ail cases. The best that can b donc

is ta choose the lesser evil, and arrange to havecthe system madeasclastir as possible without tncreasing the chances of fraud.

HONEST OR DISHONEST.
During the last month an incident came under our observation,which is here given, as it illustrates to what some men wil] stoop taget hol.d of the customers of others. * A representative of one o

the woolien mills got samples of the goods of the other mills. ie
ote thn vent to the customers of these mills and offered to supply
n- theni wiith :xactly the sane article five per cent. cheaper.

nt. -

rk THE FLANNELETTE DISOUSSION OONTINUES.

t . Fr m - h e s t . J o h n , . It ., Q e t t e .
HERE is no efTort on the part of the Bank of Montreal at the

i present time to close up the Parks mili. AIl this happenedig soie years ago wlien the bank thought it had AMr. Parks securely
3e in its clutches. It was at this time that such a determined effort
i vas made by the bank to put an end to the'St. John industry.> The connection between the effort of the bank and the cotton syn->r dicate at that time vas clearlv established, âuid sworn to by numer-

ous affidavits produced before Judge Palmer. But ail this is in the
k past. Atthe present time it is the combine, which is the outcomek of the cotton syndicate, that is trying to crush out the St. John mills.

That they have failed is not their fault, l;ut rather the result of priceswhich they cannot control. The present status of the fiannelette war, is, that both concerns have withdrawn from the market
g toods on which the cut was made, and it is safe to say that

Sthese goods will not again be offeed at the prices asked for
r them a short time ago. ^ But while the combine has failed in thiseffort, there is no reason to believe that the squeezing process iillnot be again applied on some other line of goods wh*n the oppor.tunity offers. However, the big corporation has been taught, atleast, one lesson during the flannelétte war, and that is, they havenot a strong hold upon the wholesale dealers and. jobbers of Can-ada. They have learned that the trade is opposed to the upsettingof prices, simply because the combine wished to crush a rival, andperhaps the lesson wil have its effect in the future dealings of the

corporation. A great injury has been donc the entire cotton tradeaf Canada, by the manner in which the rombine sought to crushMr. Parks. Nearly every merchant, wholesale and retail, whohandes flannelettes has beenaloserto agreater orlesserextent, and
th•s loss is laid drectly at the doors of the cotton combine. Here-after, in dealing with this corporation, it is possible that merchants
may demand a guarantee that prices shail not be subject to fluctua-tions other than those produced by natural causes. If the cottoncombine vishes to do business for fun, their customers may have adiffrent opinion, and certainly that they shall not bc made to sharein the expenses of creating a monopoly in the cotton business ofCanada, the greatest bcneficiaries of which will be the directors ofthe cotton ccmbine. It is not in the interests oftrade that this cor-poiration shouild have the monlopoly.

AN ENGLISH VIEW OF US,
An extract of interest to Canadian importers is given here. itis taken from The Drapers' Record, of London, Eng. It may helpus to Isec ourselves as others sec us." The extract is as follows :

tis impossible todeny that as regards the number of insol-vencies occuing within its bounds, Canada compares very unfavor-
ably with other colonies. During the present year Australia and
Nev Zealand have been practically free from any failures of directinterest to the London trade ; and with the exception of one suspen-
sion at Port Elizabeth, the Cape and South African trade has asimilar gratifying record.

" But as far as the Dominion is concerned, one is confronted with
a ve•v different stite of affars. Matters have become so unsettled,in viewv of the suspensions which have taken place, that manufactur-ers and leading vholesale firms in the city (i.e. London) haveb:con.e very anxious as to the future, and it is feared that the worst:s nt yet over. That such uncertainty should exist is, it goes with-out saying, greatly to be regretted, for mutual confidence is neces-

sary if any business is to be:transacted."
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