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lamips of 150 c.p. in broken lots, and in standard pack-
ages from 20 cents to §t.50.  The manugement is said
to have been vested in o committee. Some of the com-
panies interested deny that suchan organization has been

effected.

T Privy Council has just  handed
down its judgment in the case of the
appeal of the Toronto Railway Com-
pany for recovery of upwards of $30.000 which the
company were compelled by the Dommion Government
to pay as customs duty on steel rails imported for use
in the reconstruction of their system.  The Exchequer
and Supreme Courts ol Canada upheld the interpreta-
tion put upon the tariil by the Minister of Customs, but
the Privy Council has come to a contrury conclusion
and has decided in favor of the plaintifis’ contention
that steel rails for street railway purposes are entitled

‘The Duty on
Stecl Rails.

to free admission in the same manner as steel rails for
use on steam raifways.  This is undoubtedly the com-
mon-sense view of the matter.  The Toronto Raihway
Company deserve the thanks, it nothing more, of every
clectric railway company in the Dominion, for having
fought the matter through and secured from the highest
tribunal in the Empire this favorable decision which
cannot be reversed.

ScisxTiFic men from all parts of the
world assembled in Glasgow the Iatter
part of Junce to participate in the cele-
bration of the j0th anniversary of Lord Kelvin's occu-
pancy of the chair of Natural Philosophy in the Universit,
of Glasgow. During half 2t century Lord Relvin has
been an indefatigable investigator of the laws governing
clectricity and the methods of applying the same for the
benefit of mankind.  He is the author of many devices,
notably measuring apparatus, which arc the recognized
standards in use throughout the world at the present
time.  He received the honor of knighthood for vatuable
services rendered in 1838 in overcoming  difliculties
incident to the successful operation of the first Atlantic
cable, and was clected to the peerage in 1891, The
celebration included a conversazione by the University
of Glasgow, at which were exhibited Lord Kelvin's in-
ventions ; addresses by home and forcign university
bodies, learned socictics and students of Glasgow and
other universities, and « public banqguet by the corpora-
tion of Glasgow.

The Kelvin Celebra-
tion,

Puniie lighting in England is largely

Muniapal Lighting  in the hands of the municipalities.  The

extent to which this i the case is indi-

cated by the fact that & Municipal Electrical Associaticn
has been formed, which has just held its first convention.
In Canadat not more than half a1 dozen municipalities
awn and operate their own lighting plants.  The citizens
of the town of Goderich have lately voted in favor of
the purchase of a municipal piant, and the town of New-
market has the subject under consideration at the pre-
Tt is difficult 1o determine from 2t few such
isolated cases whether or not the municipal control iden
is likely to grow 1o important dimensions, as it has
done in Englind.  Should it do so, the sales agents of
the electrical manufacturing and supply companies will
require o be trained in the ways of the politiciin, so ax
to be able to secure the votes of the councilmen or alder-
men in favor of their particular apparatus.

sent ume.

The man

who can ¢ pull the wires ™ (no pun intended) most skill-
fully will probably secure the orders, regardless to a
large eatent of the superiotity or inferiority of his goods.
This method of selling goods promises tooceupy o great
deal more time and to cost more money than the selling
to private individuals or companies, as at present.

Disturbance ot Tele. J1E German Tmperial post-office has
graph and Tetephone compiled statistics which show a steady

Circuits. increase in the number of disturbances
to telegraph and telephone circuits as the result of the
multiplication of electric railways. 1o our last issue we
published the decision of the courts in an action brought
against the Montreal Street Railway  Company by the
Bell Telephone Co., for injury sustained as the result of
disturbance of their circuits from the action of induction
currents emanating from the street railway company's
wires.  The decision was adverse to the plaintifis. Our
readers will be interested in knowing the method em-
ployed by the German authorities to protect the telegraph
instruaments from high pressure currents.
pose fuses are put into the circuits.  These fuses consist
of a wire 0.07 mnn. in diameter, and made of it non-
oxidisable alloy. They are enclosed in glass tubes
sem. to 6em. long, sealed at both ends, and fitted with
metal contact picces.

For this pur-

In this way the formation of an
arc at 300 volts pressure is avoided.
of the wire is 0.8 amperes.

The fusing current
The whole fuse is kept in
position between contact springs, and is easily inter-
changeable.  Another type of fuse used by the Imperial
post-office consists of 2 porceluin block about zem. high,
the fuse wire running through a hole across the block.
Both types have given satisfaction.

The possibility of acetylene gras becom-
ing a competitor of clectricity as an
iluminant, has greatly disturbed the
minds of a considerable portion of the clectric lighting
fraternity.  There is no room for doubting that the
illuminating power of the was is very greatly superior to
that of ordinary gas 3 and that if it were merely a1 ques-
tion of light it might perhaps become a very formidable
rival to clectricits.  But the question of cost comes
very prominently into consideration and here it is that
we mieet the strongest argument agrainst it. It is not
merely the cost of the carbide itsell that must be taken
into account, but that of all the accessory devices, the
secondary receiver, the pipes, fixtures, ete.  As to the
cost of manuficture ol the carbide, there are so many
conflicting estimates, statements, and claims, that we
consider oursclves amply justified in taking up a very
conservalive position, and saying that there will have
to be a very considerable degree of higher mutual cor-
roboration and unanimity amony writers on the subject
before the public can be expected even to form an
opinion on the subject, much less to make any invest-
ments.  One writer of undoubted scientific qualifica-
tions says, **Present average cost of illuminating gas in

Acetylece Gas,

the holders of the large gas companices approximates 30
cents per M, while the cost of acetylene gas in the
holder, with calcium carbide at $37.09 per ton, woulkl
be cquivalent light for light, to illuminating gas at
37 7 10 vents per M, making the cost of pure aicetylene
per candle power approximately 2o per cent. higher
than that of ordinary illuminating gas” 1 acetylene
were mixed with air, no doubt the cost would be lower,
but the advisability of distributings the mixture through



