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TWO OfVATRADÈ
By ROBERT BARR.

rr1~rlizli. 18», l'y liai Atillor]
if ai iiat iiq Iiiiiî'«-lf cnduringna

isiýli j-.iirtae y t'i iiia .%aiî'trlraîn raîilw'ay
tà;.. la. tRmi'rg' ire- tuv' oir thrieo lliigs lie

-b-., '1 t. iîaaku'e Efo wurth livinîg If
Ii. ia;i% $2 t4i miansr. %'itRi 25 cents3 extra
1. r tiras Rimrttor lu tRut initraaiug. lie inay
elitra Il tii'' Pi Riiiiiii comii la l ta tie ex-

t.'îmt oft this $2 iraul IRau8 get a horth lu
liai >,i'jiiig <'air Thuis 18S il g<>od %%aay ta

p"ii$21. ai if 3'<,au aire ami a lino uu'uere
traint rt<.ialàar.4 aire eî.itl<'ii yen aire just
t liâi iiait'l hiuieaud. 1--r wh'it lire coiliîaiîy
9 it'î 3"'îu nIIyI depoaad tRhe traini rîahhers
îiî'u'r vise. aand Ét0 rua haive tile ct'iuatrt
of Ibis ta'rth anîd the satisft til, et

fin~'ug uit ytitir inoney liais bees di-
vu'îd,').l t'w'aeii tvw'o sets of pRuumidlerers.
oif ili tw'o 1 RUse flicl omany fihe lad-
fe'rs for if certaiiily gives jeu soiîniioig
tf'r tie imuvy uu'Rilo -tioe ochers gîve
yoaî mîuthing hut baîtil agagc, wuitii per-

liim'4q ail mîinice of le'ad thruaw ii.
If youî liareui't lme $2 te sipire. there

aire stiRR tlîrve thiigs 'et for you ta do.
Yonui ai'y ait bit l iprighut in your sent.
o'r voix innay tnrii the' baaek of the oppo-
pit"q s"it riveîr aîiîd streccl 3oiii' weaîry

h'-gm airom tRuc chninaî. or yen miruy try
tlits ho wn oi) oua" s -it. w'liicli yen will
faîal tti t.w pr:avti'aîhir inipScssiblo i.uiesiq

yt.tu airi' ais shorit (of staîturo ais jeu zira
pRi'rt t!f ra.4tsii itIrisig a smokimng caîr

aI iiigRit (tr i tlir.aîgRî e.xpiress yota wuill
fiîu'R invnî iin aiRR thesot' .1reo attitt.!',

d',iaag thil tuest thi-y clin %iti tie xueary
Ra''îr-s tRinit aire aîlivai of theni utîil dai>-
lîgiat haî'î'aka

Tht' ainiR-iig c'air ou tioe niglît express
gf tRi' ll't'x:is. timt anid ('ruciter
Ait liiio wuas uu'dl fillRod %ith mxlii o! ail
descriptionsu. ma'st tf wRauin wero en-
dovi-'rîig Io get sotalO sleep) ii ona or
oflivr of thîn thîrî' attitudes nubo ai-
Rîale'd te Thara' %v'as oul3 -)ie ql'ejbll)g
caîr ia tile trailait tbe reair Ini fronit
(if flinat cameiu two ardiîîary car. theti

tir,- file'R 'r. tR~ Riggige c-ar. lis% caîr ot

tr''imt orf ral tie cuigine Oix tht' train
wera' twt' v"i'y aiîuin taon. antd tRacy
rsat oni tvaiaap etbiI14slit-;ir Rthe Iig -Niftq lu
ilia" t'xîîri->- c:ar. tîulRy arnieul. Riivwiug
tiit iii fiait slifi' wuero geld packaiges

c'ast fCm 'au ('ahfttraia Tiu(". two't iou
ait 10:1.4 ma'l"i tt'uaapt lu ileeia. buxt
lisi' lardl %-îthitgunt gai*Ug Io~d lu d
'xllrt x griiitiag t'a tRirtngla thoi iiighit,

liit"' î e u t, (.Ia mglulo lirgitîkitag
îlr a'tatie C<'iutuuuul ruar wuulî mnu

nu li-a--.îîil iux ot 2lhowu' R'vtliMt illw'

ila t%,vt iaure fit' triain wiu',ild ru savi
RB' Ri'mal ACter linit the two gîaruls t

i.. NiCe uvql'iR'1 C<'tl easier iii iIiu'ir
îiiiitd- Thry> %verts e it hr<eial g<ig
tiait aigl a wuiltl ctaiurjy w~hîera' iiitiliiiig
aamîglit happer). aihulltb'ili lty iîitîaods
tit tRi secret I'C tilt, îatu'f Rî:id lx-ti'

la "''ibt amtî.i i.v tjiiie-y it traîvels
%wRa"îu large îIlIiis t uîlibiu'Y aire hu'îuug

1u11a thrsid <flI 'tali] of tire aamîukiig
cair finir lw:a;rqlt'ui iata-i luit tsIIIu>:itt- vat'l

t-ilit'r pdariîîg t'u'Rru They %veurts a','aagRa

cuw'bu 's o Vit-llîuu lit-bu 'I'in cu'aîit-'

tir R'u'.ki4l at.kiîaice zit tdivin lis lit' co.l
le-'-'ti il% tht' s'î. fur tRmu'r ri'',- (''r

91 .111 '! tlau'uuî hima III'Its t i "- <a.
tRîtîr farouî wi'tiaut troe't. un iîl ai ai

ut'-' If wdiSsî il 'u'îi. (sir the conucuîtur ex
1,, u'-'I %bllltl R1î.btale tat'uix t'q Rs-' tif
ilaitii Thrtxi t-iti-r-t bil eo'ime t'ai ntil e
nm'xt staitionî suuî'l %<'re uow %Y.ttclàiig

file gaine Thoere were a few more pas-
sengern JIu tho car who inighit hiavo been
BuplIectN.l of belonging te the enine
gang. if ganug It vras. bait ub sigul of
recognition passged botween tho card
players îad the others. Nvlo wvcro îîppar.
ently trying to get 801110 zlp

111 do',Vt lisait liko the looks of that
crowd. - said file coniaxtor te the brako.
mini lifter ho hud collectud the tickets

and the tares.

cd file braîkeiau, gilico vaîs clloing to*
baîcco. taking a bita froin a blaîck plug
as lie spoko "«They seein quiet
ennigh - Tho brakeian appenred to ho
liiis't-I iiIiut nis rotugla a cuiitoumer as
naav of the caird phiy"'8. ¶îiîd so perhapi
had i feeling of coiîuraatleliip for thiiem.

".Thait's just it TIicfy're tac darned
qui et," replid flc <on<iuctor "«If tbey
wcro renl cowboy8. playiug i re.il gaines
thero %veillai have becu il rew beforo thia.
sure Thait l. black %vhiskercd maî:î'fl
beexi :oo<king lit his wlitch i goe(1 deal
lat'ly. anda 'e bren t ryiug to peek througli
the wvildow 'a if ho wanted te knew juat
wbiero we ,vere. 1 dou't liko the look af

-Think they're going to bold us upl'
lnqnired the brnkeinu, with a trace of
auxiety in bis voico

"lI et houldn't bo a bit sarprised.'
*'Wh1y. therea in't $50 an thio whole

train. is there" 4 ow umy people in
tho sleeper Y"

.'Not îaxtoen ha If il dozen. Still. thora
tur.y ho somnie rich exiss an haoard %ve
dîaaî't know aiiything about Tiiese
clinpa inaiy be ou to huai.

s'Wells - draîwled file brakemnan. with
8onieodeliberaticin. "i givo tire T., B. anud

C couîpaîuy notice t hat wvhen the firing
begins 1 crawl nudfer a .4eat 1 duii't
taizo tu Icaui lit mine for k..5 a muonth.«

Trhe conductor maieo ne repl3' to this
h.roie declaration. for at th.t moment
fie cugine gava a long whistle. nind
throngli Uic entiro train rau tile slimd
de'r of the quickly apîplicd rirlirako
Tho two trainînien litrried ta tile ont
izidc 1 .îttormu. aand tire condaîctur.bag

iamg oi. hy flic iroil stainchion rouis. Ivan-i
ed forwaird. peeriug along tile sidle of tilo
Aluiwixîg train. and riaw in file diirkzîess
Car alîead dtwil tile flle tire waving of
ai ed laaîittu'rn-the ,igiiiii of ;u 'r

Wlivr te trainl C.1ne tg) a St;tiitlstill.
tlivre illiqta*aru'ul (01 caril ii(it of Ill hotn
gi lie u1tha'I''wY Cuti îis tia t sveillet lu
haîve riserii froin tir lach hhekarth. Iii re

fi) a ctirt e''miiiai the eugiîiver

balauhi aîild rt'aî:îi îî"'l in tRiai positionl
tuiiiitllg outI*trej'luIy et:i.iu>t tie glire

Pt tht'- ozîgie firves. A niaîsked miain with
i setvu'aa ,s1itxitttr ini bis bîand eiit(rtdi
eitchl ti<'.ir of tlt-'~.îi'ur aînt iîîi-ýtaîîitlv
îiost tif io uw wvidte naijke a leýexîgùr.
trot undvr the o'~ net ail of thleiu

howvv~ur Tio tii. blaîck hearded lutin
wlRan Iiaîd heezne tuif theU card playerà

(it iii;t'l><iird fluttu'r iiiilitted to thoe
fI,'or Ilu' etrstu'd liuudtly.ttài etiergoticral-
ly. îiîîg flire :îîvt ivaîrful laîxigixaîgo
ýv'îîR i uh'xttritv aiîîdl va-ta that iîistantly
cuîîiniantidu' tile rt'-lau' tfail aîdmiirationu
af flei :îimskcai ni at i icli entif filhe
car. wh'lî Itoth Tuaaid hài. a,- iinîîiedi:ste
comîplimeunt xiflurajin, tile uîaîizilmef o
IRiu'ir wvu:lxiî5 upnui huaii.

ThIrow upi yuur lt:îndl'' tboy crie

"Thir,Nu np uoxliiiugil. cried flir inain
in aî tt'îîo o! tho iniost roiîteîiiîîa. ni-

tR'lieh ftirliçro tt iziako aujy iotien
th.îî ilia.lit iiiiaie I' IXssepseg1 a glin
liiiais4f -'Do ':%-il know %vlit you'ra
cvbîaaîîiig F ui >I.'ve 'Rîirl*

'"lh,' 'levil yu aire'' cried elle of
fle< îîakdmIie. It-wuering thoe poinit of
bis revulver.

"Sainie tli1mxg,'« replied Steve. wlie
was jnstly prend of Rus wvell oarned

"«Do 1tou kuaow ifvho liau'rc c)stnmaI
reputation, belig known fàr and wide
as the iuost inainstrieus anud capable
train i'obber in ail Texais, a qnick firing
and straiglît shootiuîg. ruthless desper-
aide. afraid ot notlîiîg, leaîat et ail the
luav.

"«Wlio's ruuuing this show?' de.
mnded Maimamios. "Wlîo's jotir boss?'

",We'rg Captain Suiko's gang. " re-
plied thse ather witlî defereuc.

'II îîîiglit 'a' k'uowa it."- cricd Steve.
witlî uîiconcitled derision. "I1t's maet
liko bis Suuîday schieci picuit way et
holding np a train. Vn going ont ta
havre a talk wuith hini.

Thoa mxîasked niaàaie ne attoînpt
tu stol) Steve and lais followers ais tbey
pured ont af theo car imite tbe sur-

rounading dzirkness
"«Wlîut aro yenx about thiere?" yelled

al voico frein hieuir the englue, "Don't
let these ienl leauvo tie car."'

"It's Steve Miuilies anud bis bayai'
AlRîuted back the îîîaîsked mian in ex-
case_

AI thnugli thse aurîrised Caîitain Srike
îuîcrvly niientioiiel tile lowoa' regions,
Iliero wva4 n treinor ii lais voice wvlich

eshuwed flit fleo uîexpecti'd nleotiîîg
uvith s0 iltit.'d a 1a1.1î1 ais Stevu wvas net
eule o!fm;iuedpoiue

"Seoa livre. ca'ptain."- roared tRio n-.
gry despe'rados ''wlà2;t'a tile ieaning or
this? whlit are jon duiug un iiy terri-
torv Y Caîui't 1 isîke caure of these liera
trainîs. or lias thera ou mxy toiaxpinint
aoi tire part ot the T., B3. anud C2. ceun-
patiy fuait in uîut oifaiter thicin

cRase- enongli Y WVh:t iu tiuii'r's thse
roasula o! your beizig- ont su hbite ait niglît
aîivhiow'Y Soule ouf you boya'll catch celd
finit thlîig Yon kiow."-

"*Wby. bîanug it. Steve,"- aa tlîo cap.
tsain ini touies- cf aipelogy, "I1 didn't
kîîoî you wero lu this lacality ait ail.
Votsec. txob.>dy's lîcard froint yo for n

îii'îîtli. anmd %vo tlionglit perbialîs yen
Rm;îd strauck for Cali fortiv Woudid, sure

I3îit l'hl tell joui N1'iîat Nve'il do--wa'hl
'livide square iiid fairi.

"'Dividciutimiaîgl," cried Steve. -The
urniu's mîine. iuid juxi'va ubsiîs
liero i ait St ill. therc's notlîiig nxeaii
abokuit mixe, and 1 like teo 4ncourge anxiz-
ana-r.q !f jon w'ant the prasecigers. yen
kmt bave 'enu bou go through soinand
ihe'îî git.'

**Wu tin't Ivant noa paissciîgers-iuu
touigbît w'c dià't."I deinurred tha caîî
tainu "We guI ucws fromt Frisco aud

t lt àlgRit miubody elec wvis on toit WVe're
gaffer Ilue u.feaual tiaît's whiat'a file

ailer W'iii this crowd.
-NVv.l I'd like lu oblige jou, but

that eafo's mine. Wa liad uows frein
Frisco toc. Did jeu thlnk we wcre off
on aur vacation?"

"Woni't you divilo?" appealed the
cap ,ain. "Theo anght toi bûoenougl ta
go round. "

"Naary a divido, " saia Stoye doter-
mnlly "The saîfe's aurand bas been
ever eince wvo get an tho exprens Wo've
got dynamite ini a bag ta bleu' ber apen.
anxd we'd 'a' been through and nway by
tiais tinmo if yen hti.di t cippod into the
gaine whu'n yon wcren't wautod. "

At tbis juncturo anc of tbo express
ies.4enger8 wi*i a gomius for doiug the
riglbt thlag at tbo psycbirlogical me-
nient fired nt Steve. diuily '2een tbraugh
the radianco frein theo car windlows, and
îîîissed hirs, af course, but winged one
of the gang wvho 8tood near, who lu-
stautly wbipped ont bis gun with an
oath and blazed away in thG direction
the siiot camie front Each aide tbonglit
the otber bad brokemi the underwood
truce aud had fired first. Bath gangs
bia b£-n on the alert for that very
tbing, and overy nman bail bis finger on a
trigger. lu tuve seconds the biggest
figlît that part of Te-caae bad e,7cr accu
was oui, anid the black darkness was fit-

(ul spotted witlî the crimson spitting
ef revolvers Cries ef rage and pain
mlowed that Eoine ait least of the bullets

uu'ero finding-, Ilîir billets.
Tie coifluctor. crouchzag alouîg the

off-ide o! tile trainu. stolo np te the en-
gLue iita,! saida in ai lioare wlîisper te tho
driver. who stili st.aod dazed uvith his
bands on lis bead

"For God'8 sake. John, pull out

"«Ain't toycovcring me?" askedJ the
friglîtened engineer in a trembling
voice

*'No. you're ail eafe. Tbey're fight-
ing 1 lie cals anxd tlogs. Get a iuove an
yen.

,«But the track's bound te bo tort up
aübeLd."-

t'e'l bave ta risk that, John. Any-
thiug's botter tian tlais. Pull yourseit
togetlier aud clil on ail the steamn she'Il
stand." said the couductor. climbing
hesido the engineer

Tho engine gave tlîree stentorian
puils, so long that bath conductor and
cugineer trcuîbled witlî appreiiensian
lest lic souud woaîld be beard by tho
coinbatauts ahove file rosir af tho fusil-
laide; dlieu tho train gliaed almost noise-
lessly ilvay inte thue darkness

Wheu the fixing siackeued off a bit.
the voice ot Captain Suike fromn behind
a bush made itslf hcaird.

"P u i your gumîsi' ho yellcd.
"WI)at'e tue use of this nonseuse? Some-
body wihl get hurt wviUî aIl this carera.c
ucra. Stop jour paîck et fools. Steve 1'

"Stop yoursl" rc;îred, Steve. 'lYon
began it, jou lunkhead. "

"lWe ililur't. Yeu fired first.'
- 1)7o - a liaîr " zricd the t:oroughly

exasraerated Steve. "Oiie of your men
firoci ait me aud bit Biih Simamons. i
,lover se sucli foohishi sbooting iu my
lite betore. Yfeu fellows couldn't bit the
Nevada nionutaimis.

"'Yeu'ro nat lmuch botter WcILt
Steve. seeing it's you. wvo'Il go through

lthe passengare w-hile you blow up the
saito.

Iu answer te this there was a torrent
of protauity froux Stevo that stnrtlcd
bath gz'.ng8 with its cenîprebeusive torse-
nesa Tho anioka had uow partially
cleaîred away Steve etood between tbe
rails loeking castwitrd at thse two rosir
liglits wvinking uîaîicioualy at him a
tuile OIT.

s'Wells I'nx jiggercdi"* sala Steve.
niern in sorrow thaia iu angor. bis stock
of ruînlediction rauaanirg dry wben a
realizatiomi ot the jeko fate bail piayed
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