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i «. Lt found the wind had shifted,

atad e white Lals of the Firdly just visible
i1 the horizon ; the vessel was hull down
sud earrving n splendid breeze towards Ply.
1w .t

! Both Lady Verriefast and Mary were too

unwell to move next day, and  were pressed
tortey which thy did. As th  two houses

' et ke wednek on the water by, 0w d y. the gentlemen welked ubout

eV et was muoh moved
1 bt w Charhie,” he eried, ** they aro
Ay . onnt. Coptmn, when all o enug, give
{1 1o b gt allowanee of grog, and tell
L1 Vet e them twenty ponds eneh
v ircsent.

1, uppe veanee il the caloon present §
t. ol early dend with frieht, lying
oy the floor, and drenched to the skin from
tive Water. wluch had found its way down.
foady Voo fust— Mary, dathng,” heal
st shouted, ** wo are suved—miraculously
tay e, but they could give bt no nnswer.
w1 bl bl been knocked down insensible
fr.qn the swing lamp, winch had net been
st 1o houh broken from its fastenings,
wodv Ny Jurt vecovermg {rom the Blow,
Mapny wildly about, and old Mr. Thorninll
Wi e aver ns darlivg daughter.

"1t 1y degrecs they beeaieeallected, and
the snluon put slnp-shape. The gale, too,
b an o dit awny aa rapudly as 1t bind nisen,
w1 a couple of hours it was comparativo-
| e 4 neh fue tan tongh {or any haut
tu g on shore, or ono to come to then.

Lut ut two o'clock in the afternoon s boat
puatiedd off from  shore, manned by thaso
L s € g alauen, who faar Lut hittle ; at
a0 whed near cnough for these on bonrd
tu pcar there was o danger of thetr anchors
Fhatr g, atid that tl ey were in good holding
n o
¥ Al the tinugs had been packed, for thoy
L 1 ¥ topmed the mstant they  could, to
: 1 aobat five oeloek they were
b this,

Ui larg +t uat wa- got ready, but thoy
1. proat difficulty m getting into her; but
» ey bl nnd wero pulled to sher
W o wae iy o shert distance.  No soon-
< b b toneh ground than a couple
t trawey unus draggeder bysheer

Ue

a

o .

£ . up et gl dey, and then another
e 1ot the r.

1oy o v two ladieg umnngtt the crowd,
2. it v g Lord Verri fast, as Lc
o 0 begly ams I giving some diree
L., ead

N l}..x, qu;;hl Lot to ask it, Lerd
V. rofact ——"" she had got thus far when
i qurned, and lns faco lushed searlet as he
o Ve fSt Johin's Wood, whe
b married Bruton,

My 63 ! ] g pardon, Emily—Mrs.
Pt U " gasprd Lis Lierdship in the
Uty t oonfusion ; *“how on carth—you
e 27

- samply, 1ay Lnd, because I live close

«. '.. . Thiow Low y uaresituatc?,
g the re in culy our house and the clergy-
Muan™ & of hord that you could go into ; but
M. Gt willy Dam sure, recdve yon
an i Lady Varndasg, o1.d I will take in the
Mi-. Gawmione is Inre to ask

M
b i

“Lell ' ypdd 1wkod Gver Bruton's farm, which was in

prune rrder

Tl fullowing morning they wero all driven
to the nrarest station nnd on their way to
Plymouth, carrying with them the good
wishus of n speedy journey home from their
horpatable cutertainers, who always after re-
ceived varivus presents of gameo and venison
from fiom Mr. Thornhill and Lord Verrio-
fust. ’

* Wo mustget on to Ryde,” said his Lord-
ship, ** and sco if we can beat the yacht. I
ordered her to go thore. A few days in the
Islc of Wight will do us nv harme after all
these advontures.
It was a beautiful evening as all walked
duwn the pier at Ryde, where they had got
without any further adventures ; the place
was crowded, aud the narrow escape of the
yacht had found its way into the papers.
Lord Verriefast was woll known, and he
could hardly take a step without being con-
gratulated.
Mary bad recoverod from her fatigue and
wus looking Jovely, und so the gentlemen
thoaght as they turned to look at her, won-
during who she could be, and tho handsome
youtig wan besido hier, but they tet lots of
friends who knew them, so 1t suon ouzed vut
who they wore.
* By Gad ! why hero'sa surprise, why who
the dooce would hiave thought of meeting you
hore, Verrefast 2
It was Coleney Downey who bad come
¢v 1 wth e Vo tter bndf fur a weck's ainug.
** Goud gracious, mamma, I am so sur-
pnised,” cchued her Ladyship.
Mrs. Dowuey was evidently glad tosee her
duugliter, she had heard nothing of their ad-
ventures, and the threo ladies wero soon
stated, guing ever ther several hustories. Sir
Johiu, Mr Thornhill, and Charhe strolled on,
but the Coli ndd managed to get Lord Verrie-
fust t» himeelf.
“ Yeu bk mue mmenly wll, Vorriefast,
Iusteny. Mamage agroos witk you. For
wy part,” the poor Coloue! sighed, “I'm
pemly dead, I am, by Gad! Mre. Downey
would leave Cheltenboam. I knew such alof
of old chums there, you can't imagine. I
never tasted such curry and port in all my
Ife as at Croker's, Surmerly of ¢ vurs,’ Bengal
Juck wo used to call imm. Well, she found
fault with my diming out so oftun, and tried
to huock th. smohiug on the head, and would
go down to Brighton to see her old friend—
fancy going to that d——d holeinthe middle
of summer ; well what the dust did not do
fur md the heat did—at was worse than bewng
in tkc tropics—I nearly got a sunstroke, 1
did, by Gad ! then she came on here, and has
ueally walked mo off my legs twice o day
on this inlernal picr , by Gad, it's encugh to
kill o0 fulluw, I cannot have o weed in quiet,
and, Verriefost,” bere be dropped his  voice

Tl poor Lord was in a terrible dilemma,
s fonuer mstress on the one hand, and the
map he had forced to retum to his wife on
th, . ther . but lus Lordship did not take
Ty 1o consudir, ®0 he did what was best
1. 1y . eacumstances— told his wifc wh
twa .

&' T yahnp Liad seen Alrs Truten b
fere. it was Bo news to her, 80, going up to
13 L tadkddtlausaneenly, and Lt
Wwa. Altai.-d Lard and Lady Verstefast and
St LY oow rote g U thoelugian’s,
aud M. Tl rulall, Mary, aud Charlte to the
B] 9% TR
< Wi, my Lord,” said the clergyman,
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b reeaved il due wite todd
ar ad heartly clad yeu b
. ' Toakhto 31 am 19
vi1 o ot have o thank you for it

- N ta word on your part, Gammone.

a vyt Wb T owas in oo
Wiyt e of mabing yeunoturn to your
ot v v kv b owas unosane e
ny - f Lut Iy Ladystap ba- overloosked all
aus pas,” how far 1s yeur hiouse  frou

0

w' "
Wost

by, 1

W
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- Netnquartcrofamte, and as I seo
Lady Voasfast aud Mass Thornhill are
gLl done up with fnght and excite
e, 1, ot will be botter to get thau away  at

“\rh- Qs wers now all landed, and Jld
My, Thernlnll and Sir John, with the ladies,
toLh thon ol pasture for the hames pro tem
woust Lond Vormfast and Charhie rannined
e, =11 I Wft 1 the affars (1 the vaolit

W e bestt Lo dend, Captai,, do
s thad 27 Lo asked as he stood on  the
doon e Vo lagads, witin Charbie by Lis

sde.
oW o0 Lod tue wind has dropped
andt  _iac- goewc up, but Ithink at would

T F-CTCEE SETRNE T BN and warp lier lhl‘uugh
v v g, n the other hand
e con ngan, we mmght te
AL b w1t piees here. I prefer sea-room.”

1Ly 100 goat, Captan,” sad anold Cor-

al

Y

into a whisper, * sho hasa temperthat would
try an angel.”
“ My poour Colonel,” replied tho nobleman
laughing, “ yours is not a pleasing picture of
married life, but we must seo what we can
d - fo1 you; I'll have a talk to madam; but
bat mund 3uu don’t say you have spoken to
we U the sulject. Tl give ber a good
fright.”
Ou yoining the youug ladies again ho man-
aguld to 2ot Mrs. Downey apart, and giving
Lt lus anu, wineh the lady was immeusely
flattered at, sad: *Well, Mrs. Downey, how
du you tinnk y our daughter is looking 2
“Charunngly, Lord Verriefast, 1 mever
baw Lk weat gafi il better spints.
*1 wirh 1 coudd say tue same for the poor
Culonel, s, Lowney, I never saw o man
wure  aitered i my fe, he tooks haggard
aud wotn; you won't have hrn long if he
duts uot alter.  Ho wants qmet and well
ibehiliy altes, lus game of Litiards to amuse
b, tus aigars, and so on, he does indeed,
poot faion, £ was quute shocked to seo hum. ™

*You quite frighten me, Lord Verriefast.
1 thought he was so woli—it wust be as you
say. 1 had no 1dea but he was in excellent
health

* Have you cffected any good. Verriefast?”
asked tie Colonel, as he got near the noble-
man again. ’

Al nght, Downey, I've done 1t for you,
mwd vou are denced unwell; cannot walk
much, and smoking relieves your chest.”

The moat nurung, as they went on the
prer, they fourd the “Firefly ™ had arrived
alleafe, atd w0 gung oo bosrd, everyting
was as strught and in good order as if
unthing had bappened to ber; and a gail
rouwnd to \entnor the next day was docided
on, Gtoromaan there the mght, and then on
to Cones, where the yacht was to bo lnid up
apaIu

The Iadies had got ever all their nervous-
ness atid narrew eseape. The Colonel and
s wif - were, o f course, to be of the party.

They amved at the beautiful gpot carly,

horses are sold cxcept thoso ho uses in o
carnage. I dv hope eoverything is for
gotten.”

‘* Say no moroe, Alice, not enother word,
iull st both cuine and  lunch with us vn

onrd the ** Firefly,” and o wmorry party they
were.

Pour Duffer wus wonderfully altered and
subdued, ho was quict and gentleranly in
his demeanor, quite a contrast to the Dufler
ot former duys. All his bragging had 1eft
him. 1lg gentle, attentive littlo wifo was
unremitting in her attentions on him, and
oovered him up carefully as he was placed in
the boat that evening to convey him on
shure.

“ Good-bye, Duffer,” excleimed bis Lord-
ship, shaking hands with him, * you will
constantly hear from us.”

* I'll ;ave you all the nows of the place,
Duffer,” said Charlio, ** you'll pull through,
old fellow, ns I did, and take care of tlat
fgod little wife of yours,” and so they lkft

.

They arrived at Cowes next day, and tlen
avinged their flight to Yorkshire.

The first thing Charlio found on arrivng
home was a lettor from his friend, the Cap-
tain at Gibraltar. ¢ ‘The Count isall riglt,”
ho wrote, ** but ho haslost his arm, wlich
will prevont bnn dong anything wmore in tho
fighting line. You will see mo soon ager
yuul receive this, and remember, old boy, I
am to be your best man.”

———

CHAPTER XXXVI.

MISSING AND FOUND.

It was with no small degreo of satisfacton
all found themselves at home agamn. Mary
was especially rejoiced ; her Howers, aer
birds, her favonte ** Sultan " had all tobe
visited. Then her marriage with Charlie
was soon to tahe place, and preparations for
that important cvent had to be made. Then

there were visits to be returned, and old{fi

fnends to be seen. Lord Lavender and
Captain Slyfux and old Mr. Conyers were
the first to offer their cungratulations. Then
Majur Bouucer Brag put in an  appenrance.

* I never saw yuu fookung better, Thoru-
Lill," e exclaimed.  ** I have given up ali
idea of shooting again, that last affair was
tog much for tny nerves. I have sold all
my guns. Xshall go in for huating and
coursing.”

Old Nurse Grimes was overjoy to see “her
boy,” as she called him, and could hardly be
Lept out of lus room.

Alwgether the place held a regularjubilee.
Divuners were given and returned and fature
ones plannod.

Charlie and Mary were very quietthrough
1t all, they lived for each other. The young
man remembered how tenderly and oarefully
she had nursed i through {ns dangerous
illness, and of ber thoughtful attention of
lum on all oceastons ; and his love for her
almost amounted to a madness.

They rode and walked together, and were
rarely separated, and she in turn was just as
fond of him. They visitud bis horses and
his dogs, took them out for exercise in their
visits to the cottages about.

0ld Mr. Thornhill, too, was quite a differ-
ent man. He was occapied in his house,
the rooms that bis daughter and fature son-
in-law were to occupy must be newly reno-
vated. Carpenters, upholsterers, and paper-
bangers were at wurk. A conservatory must
be made from Mary’s boudoir, so Linden
Hall was 1u a state of the utmost confusion.
Then Charlie would drive Mary over 4o the
Slyfoxes’, or Lady Lavender's, or the Verrie-
fasts’, to be engaged on some knotty point
conuccted with the ¢ruusscau. And whlst
she was 50 occupied, Thornhill wounld wander

about with the guntlemen, smoking his eigar, |

or engaged 1n & gamo of bilbards or pool ;
they were fine piayers, and had many a E:ttlo
together. y

The ime flow by ropidly, and it only
wanted a fortnight to tho marriage.

Mary was one evening walkin . in the park
alono about balf-past sax in deep meditation,
Charlic was away dinmng at Sir Jobn's.
Her thoughts were on ium, and she was
wishing tho time to arrive for his coming
home.

Happening to look up, she saw a gentle- |.

man at o distance approaching her.

« 1 wonder,” thought the gir); * who that
can be ; it is not tall evoughfor Charlie, or

5 one I know.” But as tho stranger came
nearer with rapud steps, sho became deadly
prle, and clatched nt a treo for support.

* Mary, my ing,” exclauned the
stranger, rushing forward to cateh her, for
she was nearly fainting. * XLook up, it is
m-. Ibhave wandered half ovor the world
to find you, and here you nro undera chang-
od name, and in g strange land,”™

¢ Oh, Henry, Henry !” murmured she,
“ how is it you aro hero in Egg]u.n_a, sod at
such n time 2 I am about o bs married.
Haro you come to crush g112" °

** No, Mary, no, God forbid I" s

“Yoa would Grive paps mad if ke knew

N e 1 ve Kuowed the place for
2 b A -t al

Al 31

and went on shore o etyoy themsolves.
2 ' 2 a NN . 2

vou wero in the country,” sho said. * For

her, and it was as muoch as she could do to
concenl her agitation from the keen c¢yo of
her father.

Tho whole of tho next day sho was on
thurus, dreading to meet oitiser hor futher or
Charlic, and sho was Infinitely relioved when
the latter told her that ho was going to rido
uver to 8ir John's on business, aud would not
bu back till tll nine or half-past i thoe vven-
ing. She gotterribly pervous when the timo
approached ; ker father was slotping quietly
in &us srm-clirir by the open window, for it

Stealing gently from the room, she took her
gorden-hat, which was lying on the hall-
table, and strolled out ‘nthe park towards
the placo of rendezvous, which was abont
halfa mile from the house.

Assho got out of sight she quickened her
paco, and soon arrived at her destination.
Tho stranger was waiting for ler, leaning
against one-of the trees.

¢ Ah, my pet,” he oxclaimned, ns she came
up. ** You are punctual to a second.”

* If you know the misery, Henry, you
bave caused me by comung hero, I am sure
you would never bavo done so. I am in ter-
ror that you should bo discovered. Wemust
wove awuy from this, or we shall bo certain
to Lo scen.” And thoy walked away into a
more retired spot.

Long and carnestly thoy talked, tho
stranger weth his anu thrown carvcesly vver
the girl’s shvulder as they lounged aleng.
Now, it unfortunately happenedthat Char-
lie, having finished what he had to do much
earbior than hie thought, and Sirdohn having
gone out to dine, called forlus horse and took
his doparture ; tho évening being lovely he
extended his ride, not comng homo by the
usus! way, and entered the park by quite a
different direction.

Ho was walking his horse on the velvety
turf, when Liesaw 8 couple of figares a short
distanco 1n front of hun ; they wero lounging
quietly along, with their backs turned to him,
the gentleman with his arm thrown over the
lady's shoulder.

Charlie started as ho caught sight of the

gures.

*¢ It is deuced liko Mary,” ho exclaimed to
himself; ¢ but it cannot be, some couple
spooning ; rather cool of them to come here,
though. Butas hedrew aearer he became
deadly pale, his lips were firmly comprossed,
and his breatlung became short and iabon-
ous. * God of heaven !” ho uttered, as he.
ressed lna horse into a  trot, ** who could
ave thought it 2"

So engaged were they talking, that they
hoard lum not till be  was cluse apon them,
when they turned and saw him.

Charlio' néver stopped, and merely hfted
his hat, but gave her a look that she never
forgot to her dying day, one &0 sorrowful,
sad, and fuil of reproach, that goaded her al-
most o madness.

** Charlie,~Charlie]" shescreamed, ** come
back—speak to me 1”

Buthoheard her not as he cantered
away.

** Look at what you havo done," she, said,
as sho turned fieroely on hes compamon.
* You have:almost broker our hearts al-

réady, now you have quite doneso. Go; I
will not stay nuother instant.” And she fled
from bim in’ terror.

Arriviug at the Hall, she inquired for
‘Charlie, and the butler gave her a note, say-

ing, Ar. Charles had 1 ft it for her, 2nd had
gonoap to hisroom for a few mnutes, and
thon xidden off- agam in great haste.

Mary, with.trembling hands, opened the
aote’, read it and then fell famnting to the

oor.

. "'The contents of the paper were short. It
ran thus:

LIART, ’

* You will not besurprised:that after what
1 have seen; that-1 have left-the placo for ever.

: - “C.T."

The whole of the house véas\in the utmoust
consternation. Ar. Thornhill was cal'ud,
and was bending over his insensible daugh-
ter. Ho could mako nothing out of the uute,
and till'his daughter caxe to, he was obliged
1o remain in.igngranca. ]

Directly the poor girl camg to her reason
she was led away by her father inte his room
and in & fow minutes after the bell was rung
and the:carringe, ardered out instantly to
fetch Sir.John Forsst. . ]

In less than u couplo of hours he arrived,
but only-remained & short. {ime, snd was
then-doven rapidly 1way to the station.

" Therehefound:Charlie hipd gone on to
London. .He could- not -follow for three
hours, s0-ho went away to his ¢wa Jhouse 1o
make » femregagﬁt}ons, and'réterned again
in {ime to take Lis seat for town. .
_ MF. Thornhill next day called on Lérds
Lavender and Verriofast;-and> Captain Sly-
fox, and it -was given out?dr: Charles Thorn-
hill had been called:away.ont urgent-business,:
and that the marriage-would most likely bo
postponed.

.Sir:John, on ‘arriving, -went -immediately

bofors him, drawn five Kucdred pounds, and
{aken Iéttérs bf credit on- Netv York,
, -*¢-Mad, impetuous 'boy!” mutleréed the

Baronet; i bo'got-into his cali, and drovo 0

was a lovely ovening in thomiddlc of August. .

to Charlea”bankers, butthe had been  there;

boat, and had, moreover, threo days’ start of
thom, and arrived six days before that of the
Liverpool one.

In New York their first real difficult
commmenced, but with the assiztance of tho
polico thoy discovered that it was Charlio
who bad taken lns passage from Southamp.
ton. They called vn tho firm lus  letters of
credst wore vu, but he hadnot you been heard
of ; they searched all the hotcls—no eas
task, but could get no nows. A wonth
passed, and Sir John was nearly i despair ;
the English agent ho had brought out with
lum worked bard, but get no nformation.
At lust, ono morning as the Baronet was at
bronkfast, o presented himself.

* I'm on the track at last, Sir John.”

¢ No, are you 1" exclaimed the Baronet,
jumping up.

*'No doubt of 1t, sir; wo have o long
journey before us.

** Hapg it, man, out with it at once ; wo
follow if 1t is to the world’s ond.”

* Ho hns gono to Mexico, Sir John. This
is how ¥ came on 1t ; I fouad out that a gen-
tleman had bought a saddle-bnide und some
other horse matters at a largo saddler’s bere,
8o I went at once. They were packed, and
addressed to Mr, Charles Thorninll, at a gun-
maker's ; I was soon there, as you may sup-
Eose. At that place he bad bought a double-

arrelled gun, a couple of six-chamber ro-
volvers and svine ammumtion, stating he
was going on a hunting expedition to Mexico,
and afterwards to the Brazils. 1 have fol-
lowed hum now to every place he has been
to, for everything was addressed to this gun-
maker's—boots, clothes, even tobacco and
ka couple of wooden pipes ; we are on the
right track now, Sir John.”

** Bravo, bravo, Scott !" shout:d Sir John;
“go and get what things you may deem
necessary, and I will do the same. Wlich
route bas he gone by, though ; have you
thought of that 2"

“ Yes, Sir Johu, that too I have discover-
ed ; he has gone by St. Louis."”

A short telegram was soon despatchrd to
Mr. Thornlul), for Sir John spared no ex-
pense , when he once took a thing 1n hand
he c.rried 1t through.

. Old Mr. Thorpinll was walking with his
daughter in the park, when the yellow en-
velupy was put into s hsad,

** Ilus1s news, ' he said, a3 he hastily
opened the envelopo, with trembhng hands.
Tho poor girl was deadly pale, and almost
fainting.

The contents were short, but cheenng,

“ Tracked ; gono to Mexico, and from thore
to Brazils—-follow at once.”

« Thank God, Mary, for even this news.
Come home, my darling, vur fricnds must
kpow of this at once, for they are just as
anxious as we are.”

The next morning Sir John and his indc-
fatigable companion had 1. New York, and
were on their way to St. Louis. From there
he was known to have proceeded to Santa
Fe. Here another luck oecurred, which took
them some days, and u. last he was found to
have proceeded to & fru...ier village on the
banks ofthe Rio Bravo Jd.1 Norte lower down.
Here ho bad bought a Lierse, and all trace
was lost of him: :

But Sir Jobn was not 2 man to be easily
discournged, so ks engaged some native
hands. .

From place to place was he tracked ; someo-
times thoy alinost thought he was close at
hand, but he had mysteriously disappeared.

This sort of life was nothing new to Sir
Joln ; ke liked it, and if it had been for the
suxiety attached to it, would have positively
enjoyed it

Ho was well mounted, a8 was bis com-
panion, and each carried his doable-barrel
and pistols. )

For wecks did the twe, accompanicd by
their peons, wander alout ; but at last they
got certnin intelligence that such an one as
Charles was reported to have been at San-
tisgo, Thither they procceded ot once, and
bo was found to be hunting in the Apache
country. Here they traced him about for
somo time, and found be had again turned
towards the Rio Bravo del Notre. Sir John
was nearly done up, and-both Lo and his
men wexe obliged to remsin for days inac-
tive, to give themselves and their Lorses
rest.

1t is no 2asy work to travel about in free
Americn, and always on a stern chase.

Onc day, however; the Englishman ime
back wWith positive intelligence that Charlio
bad.a sm hacienda on the banks of the
river. -

 ¥e must.proceed cantionsly, Sir Johg,?
he said, * ford have.discovered ko is of vea- :
lonely habits, goes out for dayatogether with-
out returning ; he is well known on his bay
horge.” .

“They wero socon off again, Jor there seemed,
soine chance of ¢oming up with him &t last.

The hicienda he was sapposed to inhabit
was-axly a stall onc, of one storoy. high -3 ‘it
was perched on the crown of a little bill; sur-
rougded with the beautiful frees and shrubs
tor yhuch Mexco is famous—the scacing,
Famigs, yuccas and-cactus, mingled with tho
corazo, palm aud ginnt aloes ; it was, indeed,
2 wild, beautiful and romantic spot, .




