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“GIVING.”

“FREELY ye have received, free-
ly give,” is the rule which Christ
laid down for His disciples for
their guidance in serving Him aud
His cause in the world. Look the
world over and a cheerful con-
formity to this rule brings spiritual
prosperity to individuals and to
Churches. There is that withholdeth
more than is meet, but it tendeth
to poverty, says the proverb.” Some
Churches furnish striking verifica-
tions of this law and its working.
They are given to the withholding
more than Is -nee: from the Lord’s
treasury, and He frowns upon it.
They rob Gop in tithes and offer-
ings, and they > -wrsed with a |
curse. And u. tkay wonder
why they are not p.ospered as
others around them are prospered.
One prominent reason in such
cases, that others around them
scatter and so increase. When
this selfish, self seeking, seli-gratift-
ing spirit is once thoroughly slain
by a generous activity in discover-
ing and supplying’ the wants of
others, thrift and vigor come as the
orcned resplt. This is the Mas
ter’s promise, “Give and it sha' be
given unto you.— Cihristian Nocre-
faiy.
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THE UPSETTING SIN. |

OxE night at a meeting a negro
prayed earnestly that he and his
brethren might be preserved from
what he culled their “upsettin’
sins.”

«prudder,” one of his friends
said, “you ain’t got de hang of dat
ar word. IU's ‘besettin’y) not ‘up-
settin’.”’ .

“Brudder,” replied he, “if dat’s

so, it’s so; but I was prayin’ de
Lord to save us from the sin of
“toxication, an’ if dat ain't @ upset-
tin sin I dunno what am.”’

Sure enough, the old negro was
right, drunkenness is the upsetting
sin—upsetting homes and charac-
ters, upeetting manhood, woman-
hood, and sweet childhood; up-
settin and down treading loves,
hopes and joys. Intoxication 1s
the sin which upsets the strong,
able-bodied man, and casts him
alongside with the feeble ones;
upsets the mighty intellect, and, lo !
it is on a par with the mental imbe-
cile ; upsets the noble, loving heart,
and alas! where tenderness once
beld absolute sway cruelty has
taken possession.
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WITNESSES.

A recent writer has said : “This
is one of the positions we, as
Christians, occupy for Christ be-
fore the world. Truly the dignity
and honor that is ours as represen-
tatives of the Son of Gobp on carth
is very great, and tne responsibil-
ities attached to such a position
are peculiarly heavy. According
to our presentation of the require-
ments of Christ, as His power over
the hearts and lives of men. and
the transforming effect of His
dwelling presence are exhibited in
sur conduct through life, so will
the world judge and Dbelieve.
Christ savs, ¢ Yeare my witnesses.’
The testimony of a witness is based

;on his knowledge of the case;

knowledge obtained by something
seen or heard. Surely we ¢ speak
the things we do kunow and testify
that we have seen; the eves of our
souls have been opened so thatin
Jesus we can clearly see the ever-



