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bly of the people during the first three cen-
turies. .And with regard to the sick and the
infirm, we find them served from the public
table at the same time with the rest of the
Chureh, by the hands of the deacons, and
that, too, only under the idea that the ordi- .
nance itself has asaving virtue.  In the mid-
dle of the fourth ceutury, as we have scen,
the Council of Laodiven throws back its light
apon the early practice of the Chureh, con-
demmning the recent innovation of conseerat-
ingr the clements in private housces.

111 We come now to consider modern
usayge andd opincon on the subject in question.
We have not had it in our power to make
as extended an enquiry as we could wish
into the views that are actually prevalentat
the present time in different branches of the
Church. But we think it would be a suffi-
ciently accurate general statement to say
that, I proportion as eur churches are pure-
Iv Protestant, and thuroughly reformed, they
discover & repugnance to private commnu-
nion. In the Roman Catholic and semi-
Popish Churches, and wheresoever high sa-
eramentarian views are entertained (as in
portions of the Episcopal Church), the pri-
vate use of the sacred clements is very com-
monly practiced.  Butin churches the most
thoroughly free from the old leaven of
Romish supersition, there is, in most cases,
a total avoidance of private communions.—
This is true generally, if not universally, of
Scotch Preshyterian Churches.  There s in
these churches either a specitic interdict or
a controlling usage that strictly forbids any
other than a public administration of the sa-
crament in the ordinary assemblies of the
people.  Dr. Mason, itis well known, on
this ground felt himsclf constrained to de-
cline giving the saerament  to General Ha-
milton, who made in his dying moments a
credible profession of his faith, ~ Noris there
any doubt in vegard to the leaning of the
other Preshyterian Churches in this coun-
try. The Westminster Confession, which
is the basis of their faith and practice, bears
a testimony that is also adverse to private
communions. It declares that private
masses, or the recciving of the sacrament
by the priest, or by auy other alone, is con-
trary to the nature of the sacrament and to
the institution of Clist. Tt declaves, also,
in another place, that the clements are not
to be distributed to any that are not then pre-
sent in the congregation, importing that the
public and sovial character of the ordinance
is to be carcfully adhered to.

With regard to our own branch of the
Church, there is no specitic order or ruleon
the subject of private. communions that we
have been able to discover; noris there any-
thing, perhaps, that is very decisive in the
public formularies of the Church. In the
35th Article, however, of our Confession of
Faith there oceurs thissignificant expression

that may demand attention.  After dwell-
ing at large upon the true import of the sa-
crament of the Lord’s Supper, in contrast
with crroneous or inndequate views, itsays:
“ Tastly, we receive this holy sacrament in
the assembly of the people of Ciod.”

If this reception be regarded as exclusive
of every otherit would mmount to an authori-
tative deliverance as to the method ofits ad-
ministration, and would be held to be a re-
Jjection and_ disallowance of all private uses
of the Lord’s Supper.

On the whole, the Committee are of the
opinion that the Seriptures, early Church
history, and the intelligent Protestant sen-
timent of the present day combiue to exhi-
bit the Lord’s Supper in the lizht of a pub-
lic ordinance appointed for the cditication of
the Church inits collective capacity, and
not for individual or private use; and that
they ook with disfavor and suspicion onall
departures from obvious and conspicuous
design.
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You will no doubt he anxious for infor-
mation about the neighhouring islands, and
I am just as desirous to furnish it.  ‘The
misgion at Ancitcum has heen more or less
identificd with the work in other parts of
the group. It is long since we regarded
this island as our only spheve of labour, and
for years it has been our aim to extend the
gospel to the dark regions beyond.,  And
we have always found that our efforts te ex-
tend the cause of Christ, have been follow-
ed with the happiest results, in awakening
inercased attention to religion among our-
selves.  The first island which I shall no-
tice is

FUTUNA.

T have twice visited this island during the
year. The work there is in a measure sta-
tionary for the present. 'This island was hap-
pily exempt from the disease which swept
so many of their neighbours into the grave.
They have heard however of the great mor-
tality on Anciteum, Tana, Ervomanga, and
other islands, and have been stumned by it.
No doubt many suppose that cliristianity
had something to do with the calamities that
have befallen them. The consequence has
heen that the people have been afraid, and
comparatively few have risen so far ahove
their superstitions as to attend on the reli-
gious instructions of the teachers. But we
have reason to be thaukful thus there is no



