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of the lialf-yeariy annuities then payabic
*will risise the wholo amount of our capital
fnnd to at lenst $17,500.

In ouir las't report it was srated, thn-, thore
wero upon tire fssnd six widows and elevcn
orphans. Tisere was here a sliit mistake.
By the ruies of the fuîsd Mrs. McNair ivould
Isot be entitled to annuity tili after the pre-
sent hialf-yearly term. *But according to,
our rides site lias been rcceiving hiaif an-
nuity in advance, so that the clainis upon
our fund né, present are

4 Widowa at $120 ............ $480
1 Il at $20............. 90
5 Orphans nt $20 ............. 100
4 I at $16............. 64
Hait annuity to 1 Widow. 60

to 1 Orphien......... 10

$824
The Synod haviu)g at its last meeting ap-
prvd of arrangments proposed for admit-

ting to tihe benefit of the fanT dhose ministers
flot upon it, intimation wvas sent to ecd of
those iîîîrested. Seven have avaiied tierà..
selves of tise opportunity thus afforded of
par:icipating inisadvantages. The truetees
are happy to receive snch an accession.
They regret that the number was not larger,
but the correspondence showed that a large
n1 uimber of those nov flot upon the fund ]îad
made provision by lifé -assurance for thse
object in view, and others were in crirm
stances not to nced such a provision. Tise
whole nssmber now upon the fund is 63.

Ia connexion wîth thse admissions duri*ng
the past year, we may notice thse pleasing
fâet, that one gentleman, %vhose name is
unknosvn to L'lie Trustees, forwardled the
sons of forty dollars, to place upon the fs-nd
two fathers in tise Church, 'wlidse cirenm-
stances render such a donation very -grati-
fying. We must comfmend this exemple
to others. We doubt not that others
throughout thse elsurcis wouid bc dispoe
manifr'st similar liberality, if tis appeal
were oniy made to, themn. And we know
no way in which oui, wealthier inembers,
miglit, for a comparativelysmali suai> raise
a weight of anxiety from, thse rinds of isard
working, self-saeriticing ministérs of Christ,
and ultirnateiy haýie the biessing upon thorm
of lsim that -was ready, to perish, by making
thse Widows' beart tosing for joy.

Where Preshyterieshbave obeyed thse in-
lunction ef Synod in appeaiing to Sessions
te pay their usinister's rates, they have been
responded to. la a -niannér, which leads ns
to believethat; if thse propereffort; were made,
tis charge eniight ho assumed in many
congregationÈ. It might bc diffleuit to
introduce ýthis at once over-te whole churcis.
But thse Trustees ýthinh,- that a-t ail settle-
monts of ministers horeafter, Presisyteries,
by diligence miglit induce tise Session or
managurs to pay, at ieast thse lowest rate,

leaving it to tise ministeir hinsseif to raise it
te tise lighest rate if lie clsoose. IVe thiusk
tint it ean bo casily showvn that on tîte
groun,!% ofjustico the minister lins a elaim
te this. «He gives bis whole time te tise
service of that congregation, and tlios is
preciuded frons laying by for tise bonctit of
his faismly as others ivotld do. In justice
tien ive claini that that congregstion
is bound to provide for his hmaîily, sliotld
they bc loft destitute. Tihis is aeknowledged
in other services. Vihen a mais serves hie
country iii the army or navy, tise Goverîî.
ment acknowletIges the dlaim. of bis widow
and orphan to support. If stiflicient sti.
pendwere*given to onushie the muinister to
inake provision hiaiseif in this wvsy, the
congregation might bo considered ns lîaviiug
fulfilicd its obligations. But iL must cue
evident tîtat even on the best salaries tIse
provision cen only be made by the mninister
trenching on otiser objecte, which, if they
do net affect hie iiveliisood, at ieabt afft
his consfont or usefuslnees. And there is ito
other ivay in which a congregation cao se
easily make a comfortabie provision for tite
widour and fathierlese, sisoulul they bc cast
upon their cane.

[t may not ho necessary to refi3n to this
echeme iiigenerel. la tue pnesentdny Lite
Assurance le a sobject engaging muci t-
tention among business mcnannd othters
in moderato eircumnstancee. It is an inttrebt-
ing faet, that thse furst institutions of the
kind in existence were tise Ministers
Widows' Fonde, both in Bnrain and Ame-
rien. Perisape it miglst bo too unucis to stsy
that thse -world le indebted to tise churcis fut
tlîe benefit of Lite Assurance, but we are
able to show thse uhe, was tlîus tise fiiit te
show an example et tisat provident enre fur
the future, whîeh these institutions express.

And while Ministers' Widows' } unds
*were the firet institutions of tise kiusd, Nve
are prepaned to maintain that tiey present
unoquuslled advantaggs, to those for wiîon
they are intended. 'In thse llrst place, tisere
s a largo savirsg of expense. D uring tlie
past year we have not paid a single cent
even for incidentai expensce. ln one ef tise
best inaged Scotch Companies, wvhoe
accounts we have examined, tise expensce
amounted to one-fifth of the gnose reccipts.
And in othenes, which empioy travelling
agents> uve belieye thée rate is even higsen.
Then, froma thse tensperete habits and moral
lives of Clergymen, it le nowv proved, that
thse ratio of mortality among theai is twenty
per cent lower -than thiat of, the generaI
communiti, and thus a nitaisters' institu-
tion muet give.jisst proportionauiy gretater
advarstages te those connectedl with it, ovor
any geperàl' instiutiôù.i Thea Insurance
Compaiies-suffer flot only fr'Dim the vice
and intemperance, but even the frauda of
those connectcd witis tiem. From, these and
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