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“ We must follow the custon” isasettled
maxim of Hinduism ; and initinted Hindus
will have to trample upon this and many
other notions of their countrymen, before
they submnit 10 be, as they express itin
English “ christened agnin.”  With chil-
dren; particularly those born here, the case
isdifferent, We could have haptized many
of them, and they wonld have been re-
garded as Christians, both by their parents
and coun:rymen. But I did not feel very
sure of my ground. Your Board gave me
no advice, or direction; and the Synod
simply referred the matter to the Preshy-
tery here.  “I'hie Presbytery with unbesita-
ting confidence entrusted the matter to my
prudence aud common sense, and with
great yrenerosity threw the entire responsi-
bility upon my shoulders. Up to the
present bowever I have not seen my way
clear 1o baptize any children.  Adults too
have applied for bapiism, but with such
views as made it impossible for me in
faithfulness 1o them, and to the truth, to
comply. For example, a Creole stopped
me in the street and told me he wanted me
to baptize a child, I asked whose. Here-
plied Baquian. I knew Baquian—a chins-
man—and I answered, ¢ but Baquian isnot*
married and I will not baptize the child of
any man living in that way.” *Qh,”
said ‘he, “itis Buquian himself, not his
child I wean. He has been very sick
lately and I would not like to see him dic
and be buried like amule. I will stand his
god-father, and he is quite willing to be
baptized m any church I like” Neither
Baqguian’s compliant disposition, nor his
mode of living, nor his proposed god-
father's views of baptism were at all satis-
factory. :

While we are not cast down, it is quite
right the chureh should know that we meet
with many things to discournge us. To
think that after Selal had been two years
at the school, and & vear and a half of that
time with us; and that atter all the pains
we had taken with him, and sacnifices we
had made to advance him, he should turn
out »o better than a thief and a liax, is a
gricef and discouragement which must be
felt to be understond.

You will perhaps remember that some
months back, at his own desire; his parents
tock him howe; but he continued to work
for us during certain hours of the day and
attend school.  Since thattime his conduct
has not heen very satisfactory. But we
were confounded this week to discover that
he had opened my purse and stole three
shillings sterling, and to find, that with 2
face unblushing as sunlight he maintained
his innocence till the proof of his guilt wae
thrast upon him. Itappears, too, that this
was ot his first offence. Next week he
leaves us to work in the cane-field in the

| wmorning and come to school in the after-
! noon. Itis sad to think that the last we
heard of Henry Martyn, was his having
yun away to escape the punishment of theft.
I bad lost sight of him for some time, when
1 eame across in San Fernando his Bible
and Hymn Book. On enquiry I heard of
his misconduct, and that he had left these
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among other things behind him.

All these things teach us two things.
The reality of the heathenism with which
we have to deal ; and the absolute need of &
more effectual agency than the merely
human. The worldly wise say the (Coolies
are a lying, faithless race; their conversion
is hopeless. And truly'it is, except God
work with us, But He.will work if the
cavnestness of onr secking give Him no
vest.

“More things are wrought by prayer
than this world dreams of, therefore let thy
voices rise Jiko a fountain for me night and
day.”

Yours, very sincerely,
Jonix MoORTON.
REev. P. G. McGREGOR, }
Sec. Board Foreign Missions.
PG
aVews of the Glawed,
Presbytery of Pictou.

The Preshytery of Pictou met in John
Knox's Church, New Glasgow, on the 20th
Sept., and was constituted by the Rev.
William Maxwell, Moderator. There was
a good attendance of ministers and clders,

Commissions from the Session of Salem
Church, appointing Mr. John Brown;
from the Session of Hopewell, appoiating
Peter Ross, Esq.; from the Session of B.

E. River, appointing Mr. Duncan
Cameron ; and from the Session of West
River, appoiuting Mr. James Ray, their re-
spective representative elders both in Pres-
hyteries and in_Synod during the cusning
year, were read, sustained, and the names
of these brethren added to theroll. The
Revs. Thomas Cumming, and K. J. Grant
being presens, were invited to sit as corves-
ponding members,

The Rev. W. Maxwell rcported that ac-
cording to appointment, he had preached in
Merigomish Church, on the 13th iust., and
moderated in a call, which came out unani-
mously in favor of the Rev. A. R. Garvie
—that it was signed by 270 members and
122 adherents—and that the sgipend pro-
mised is $600 with Manse and Glebe. Mr.
Maxwell’s condact was approved, and the
call sustained.

The Rev. Alex. Stirling was appointed
to labor at Goldenville and Wine Harbounr




