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dangers and afllictions through which our hrother here has passed during the last
year, they would feel that the trinls and dangers of wmission life still lurgely exist.

For gome time after Mr. Paton was located on Tanna the natives did not give
~him much annoyance ; hut so soon a8 the work hegan to make any pereeptiblo
progress, the latent hatred and opposition to God's work burst forth.  When he
commenced to build a church a number of ehiefs, with their people, assembled and
ordered him to desist.  They said—+¢ We hate Jehova, his teachings, his people,
and love Satan, s worship, und our sins, &e.  We fought away Mr. Turner and
one teacher after another whom you sent to teach us. We have now como to
fight you (Mr. .) away ; for we know that it you build that church we will never
be uble to drive you and your worship away. So, it you do not leave, we will
shoot you.””  With that some ot them raised their guns to shoot him and one man
struck at him with a hatchet, but the fatal hlow wus warded off by an Aneiteum-
ese teacker,  Ho then told them that they might kitl and eat im, but ho would
not leave them—that love to their sonls brcught him here, that his dear wife had
died in this cause, and that he would die in it too. ‘I'hese words affceted one
chiel, who gprung hefore Mr. P. saying, ¢ ile that kills missi kills me.>?  Others
soon imitated him ; the strength and spirit of the opposition -was hroken ; the
party dispersed ; the churceh ig built; the mistjonary still lives; and we hope the
native’s words will be realized—¢* If that ehurch is built we can never drive you
and yonr worship from this island.’”  'They said afterwards that their avms were
powerless, and that they desired to shoot him, but could not. ‘They have fre-
guently threatened to take his lifo.  But with heroic faith and Paul-liko courage
and devotedness to his Master’s serviee he remains at his post and refuses to leave
it. 1 trust God will effect » great work through our dear brother among this sa-
vage and cruel people, who have so long rejected the gospel and excluded it from
therw shores.  Since the sceno referred to above there has been a decided change
for the hetter, which appears to be extending daly.,  But it is a most crifical time,
A small event may lead to the most ruinous results—death of the missionury and
the exclusion of the pospel from Tanna. Many earnest prayers should be offered
up by the lovers of Zion for Tunna.

As there is no harbour round at Mr. Matheson’s side of the island we did not
see him, but made provision to meet him on our return at Port Resolution.

We left ‘Tanna at midnight, and reached Dillon’s Bay Suturday evening too late
to land. It was with peculiar and indescribable feelings that I set my foot upon
the bloud-stained shores, near the spot where the devoted herald of the cross,
full of great and glorious projects for the glory of God and the regeneration and
salvation of degraded heathendom, was massacred by those whose present and eter-
nal good he g0 earnestly sought. After an ascent of 1000 feet we reached Mr.
Gordon’s station, and reccived & most cordial welcome from him and bis aminble
lady. We found them hoth in the enjoyment of excellent health. We attended
native service and found ahout 50 present, who listened to the Divine Word with
apparent attention. During the last year the mission here has passed through
sore trials. Prospeets of success were blighted, the natives who were attending
upon their uniied instructions dispersed and returned to their former degradation.
We hope that this may be the darkness which precedes the light of day. At pre-
sent there are many indications that the powers of darkness have heen foiled in
their desperate and milignant efforts, and that already there is a growing and
deepening reaction in favour of the cause of Christ. Mr. G. is vigerously prose-
cuting the work of translation. e has a class of ten young men, whom he is
endeavouring to yrepare for teachers. Some of these can read very fluently, count,
and have somie knowledge of Geography. Mrs. G. is once more gathering around
her sowe girls, whom she is instructing. She is patiently labouring on amidst
all her trials and discouragements. She appears to be-truly devoted to her work
and well qualified for it.

It is most sad to reflect that they meet with powerful opposition and that their
work was greatly retarded by foreigners (Buropeans).

‘Puesday, 11th. This morning we ave preparing to Jeave for Aneiteum, in com-
pany with Mr. Gordon. I have written this letter to you in haste, as an oppor-
tunity to forward it to America, by way of China, has just offered itself.



