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Carrots and their Cnltivation.

The carrot (Daucus) is a genus of theplants
of the natural order (U'mbellifere). 'fhey
are mostly natives of the countries surround-
ing the Mediterrancan Sea. The common
carrot (D. Carota) is & hiennial plant, com-
mon in Britain and most parts of Europe, al-
.80 in the Caucasna. It is universally grown
not onlyin Europe, the Furopean colonies,
and America, but also in China, Cochin-
China, &c. The field cultivation of the car-

hand ; but if the seed is properly cleaned
they can be sown witha drill, care being
taken that the drill does not choke up. I gen-
erally use a light roller, attaching the seed
drill to it, thus rolling the drill I am sowing,
and the last one sown. In this way the seed
is well covered, and the drills left fine and
smooth, The carrot is a slow sced to start,
;0 that the weeds are generally hefore them,
and require to he checked as soon as pos-
sible. So soon as the young carrot can be
fairly seen, a drill cultivator shonld Ve run

rot is carried on to 8 much greater cxten.t in| (hrough them, Up one drill anid down an
some.parw. 0':1“'3"09' G?rmnny, ffn‘} 1}‘3]8"‘"‘ other will be sufticient, then take a sharp
than in Britain or America ; but it is increas-. hoe, and pare the sides of the drills as close
ing in both countrics. The carrot appears!¢o the young carrots as possible, walking
;;hadvebeendcgltwated at an carly period in! hackward—and paring balf the dvill on cach
. “; er; ?nt thcrmm:ly ) ”‘“‘}.L? have been in-: gjge co that the weeds may not he trodden
breo iﬁfﬁn mo(t" tl?cg‘:' 'imznoth nglatml m;?e "into the fresh loose earth, but die as quickly
ongn elcfrrot and i;.;'\veb'et'e cen "g : ’ct‘ns possible.  When they are well pared off
ge ca aricties are f}mos ! thus. all the weeds leftin the row (which
common in England, but the large whitcand | | 1 not be mueh more than an inch wide
Yyellow carrots are more esteemed on the con- 4 h.fl‘ (: h, L1l l ore 1 an a ";c ]." tlh t?
tinent ; they are supposed to contain moreiwI "°_ aur leyoung p :m.ts much, U €3
saccharine matter, and to produce a greater ‘an:e snﬁmenny'strong to thin ow, ,ln thin.
bulk of nutriment on the same ground. The M7§ and “‘ccdm%’ thei, use & sina'l sharp
white carrot will also grow on heavier soil, | Io¢ about four inches DLroad. I may l’_"'
In this Province both kindsare grown, hut |made ont of an ‘:L‘l c"“‘:l]e 1scy ““;; as by “";
the white seems to be rather the favourite j'cansone can {hinand clean tr=m muc
variety. Though the carrot will grow in al. | faster than when all the weeds in the row are
most any soil, they prefer a light or rather pulled by hand. Alter they have heen thin.
sandy soil, and often succeed wellon a peaty | ned they ought to be gone through again—
ty one. The best crop of carrots I ever saw | some tine after,—hoeing out all the weeds
was grown on what had becn a piece of a|andany carrots that may have heen left too
cedar swamp. thick. Carrots, like all other root crops, are

According to Stephens, the nutritive mat- | the better for having the ground stirred fre.
ter contatned in 25 tons or 56,000 1bs. per | quently Letween the rows; indeed, they
acre of carrots—consists of husk or woody | would beall the better if cultivated once in
fibre 1,680 1bs. ; of starch, sugar, &c., 5,000 ; 3 week or ten days, if time can he found to
1bs. ; of gluten, &c., 840 1bs ; of oil or fat, : go so.

200 1bs ; and of saline matter, 800 lhs.

The c’arrot crop is deservin,g of more at-, Though carrots grow slowly at firs,
tention than it generally receives, as it isone they grow rapidly in the fall. and may be
of the surest of our roots, withstanding ,left in the ground aslong as there is no dan-
our summer drought hetter than any other , ger from frost. I have pursied different
of our root crops. ways of taking them up. accordingto circum.

In preparing the ground for carrofs, the | stances ; sometimes when they are white car-
best way is to manure and plough the land , rots, standing well up out of the ground,
in the fall, and if there is time subsoil it at the harvesting has been donein this way :
the same time, as carrots delight ina deep , With a hoe, cut off the tops, and draw
mellow soil. Then cross-plough the land in E them off out of the way ; then take & subsoil
the spring as soon as it can he done.  .After | plough, with the side plate taken off, and run
it is in order,and after harrowing and culti- it close alongside of the rows of carrots
vating, and rolling too if required, drill the , loosening and raising them np, so that they
gr:)lllnd up "11, drills, say about thirty inches , can bethrown intoa (;arthor \\‘aggi)ln without
wide—not that carrots require so wide a,any further trouble. Ifthe ground is clear
arill for their growth, as 18 to 24 inches | and mellow, this is perhaps the quickest way.
would be wide cnough for that ; hut room is, Another plan isto run the subsoil plough
required to clean the carrots—so that they , alongside the row of carrots, and then pull
can be casily cultivated between the rows. . them up and ent off the tops. This metbod

If'the ground had not heen subsoiled in ‘lms to be pursued with orangeor red carrots,
the fall, we would drill up the land,and then | 38 they do not grow at all above the ground
run the subgoil plough up one drill anddown ! like white carrots. But where the ground
another as deep as we could, and then drill | is stony, or there are stumps in it, or where
up the land anew, so that the sced would he | 2 subsoil plough is not at hand, I have never
sown directly abovewhere thesubsoil plough | found any better way than taking a common
had run. There is & marked difference in  plough, and going as close as possible to the
the length of the carrot when thus treated, | row of carrots, 80 as not to damage them,
and when the ground is drilled up without | and then pull them over to the ploughed
any subsoiling. Carrots are often sown by j furrow, thiowing them in heaps, and leayiog

room to pass again with the plough. Inthis
way they have to be pulled out of the way
on the next row. It is best to plough two
furrows for each row of carrots, one pretly
broad, so that the furrow next to the row of
carrots may be as deep and as close as pos-
sible, These bave been the methodspursued
on my farm;if there are better or quicker
ways of taking them up, I shall be glad to
hear of them.

Carrots, as Jong as they are growing in the
ground, will stand a great deal of frost ; but
they should he secured as soon as possible
after they are pulled, as they are then easier
damaged by frost than the turnips are.

The principal advantages of carrols are,
that they stand our summer droughts well,
are very seldom injured by i.sects, make
excellent feell for horses, cattle, sheep, and
cven pigs. and do not impari any unpleasant
flavour to the milk uf cows, as tmnips do,—
but if the red or oranze varicties are.
used, they givea r.ch colonr even to win-
ter butter.

The disadvantages attending their culture
are—their slow growth at first, 8o thatif the
ground i3 weedy, there i3 danger of their be-
ing choked us they come up ; then they are
alow and tedious to hoe and weed, especially
the first time, over ; morcover, they ceem to
be rather an exbausting crop on land ; at
least we never see the following crop as
good efter carrots as after turnips, man-
golds or potatoes, in the same fieid. I have
generally found catrots, when grown along.
side of turnips apd mangolds, yield o greater
quantity from the same amount of ground,
but they have required more time and workin
hocing and cleaning.

1 have occasionally, asan experiment. tried
sowing carrots late in the fall, but with no
decided advantage. They grew well enough
hut were harder to hoe, grew very little if
any larger than when sown in spring, and
were very apt to run to seed.

W. R.

CoBourc, March, 1869,

Ploughing Land.

There bas been so much controversy on
this subject, and such an immense difference
of opinion, that one hardly feels justified in
adding their mite to the stock of facts and
theories already so abundant. Yet useful
suggestions may fitly be advanced in view of
the lessons taught by the introduction of
stcam power into field operations. Steam
machinery bas, during the past few years,
done much to subvert some of the old estab-
lished theorics of the past century. Almost
all the great steam plough mauufacturing
firms now universally consider the ¢“grub-
ber,” as they term it (that is, an instrument
ant unlike a guccession of cultivators, but
much stronger and larger), one of the best
instruments in existence to prepare fallow
land for a crop. This machine is drawn by
stean: power decply across a ficld. It does



