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CET D N THE T E . . {smiile In‘the confession of theit sihs 7" 'The framers of our
Ot angy rovmed g by b s gl i

b IR © 1% 0 Aritusl worsbip: they suppdsgd,men would be.affected by :

_ N o T ‘ SRR G EX e m ¢ the eye, ﬁi;wl! 28-by; that which met the ear ithetic sentiment, or a bappy stroke of invention; they:
;:3:‘;‘“0 'P“"‘“P the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”: .. :.:1“ Qg{-;tged\ t:f;amcew\)f tbo‘:vhmlfmordingly.‘ N have weyshipped God. Henee; they are oppressed with
e ' Paalm xevi. 9. TR *Twit asked,viby; inrburWomship; the eoplé respond toaisense pfaveariness, unless their attention s kept glive
of the geveral port Lin th bebk o éom’ the, :voic‘é o;f t}ié_ rﬁih!iw},fqar?dﬁr(ﬁfﬁy)om T thé‘sc_s:'r"ﬁc‘e»i;'b, mm.o&ing new; and very wrongly attribute to the im-
Mq feveral portl.ons, as they stanf L in ; ook,t 1-9_;(, - Ilffgft.);?a‘cau;k ¢ soci aIv'v‘orsh»p é?éhl,ﬂéf?ﬂﬁi"”.@“ the peg- | perfectien of the service, what,ig strictly stmegcabla'op ;
thn:rr:tf:d -t? p«.z.xntont-fth:;lpr‘fpﬂe‘x and, x*‘!;“?‘vﬁ‘*r le é;_,ould bear an ",i‘cﬁye paxty; Wespeak of this:peculi- their owd deadness of pirit. 'Td such objectors ftx-walb.vf
of holinbse :’:f‘ce H ”tﬂ ’sbflwb al: it PO:W'":? 5 b: wb‘“:: L:a"-“y:of our chureh with great. eopﬁdonc&:ﬁﬁ&eathinkdt properto réark, that,without adg‘votiopal s‘;iiﬁt, no style’
o‘.f’(' g .‘:”te“‘ﬂaw y the psa mist in { °” F _@n;gc‘ajlgnu,-ﬁg«iosswwbichcou?gotp{qa@d‘»fqby: -ofwox:gh§pih;heaved or on earth, could ptlea(se t_hem )ong. ’

.Gpgf ; and, if possilile, to persuade each member of ot any' form: 6f dervice, from which-thé voice of the peoplelThe 4oind 8F Gabriel's Iyre would pailispon their ear,and
Congregations to a spiritual uge of it, when he comes I ;ﬁo@lifﬁet;:bfndédz""""Ifoﬁéﬁ(i,ﬁiﬁe and‘animation to. the{their spirits would droop and tiré in the hearing of that -
'?Pnr,bbfbrfﬁod in the panctuary. . . - worship,.and move’ the hearts of a congregation as the uﬁceh'ilﬁ;gl@iij, ¢Holy, holy, ,;,,,’y'no,d.a.oa Afuiighty.” )

”1‘ Wbuld vall the reader’s attention, in the first place, 10} heart of one man, they aze called on to lift up their voices;| T am awgre that every liberal allowanéé must be made
%ﬁgﬂ"éfedntﬁtudes of body assumed in the course of the|sometimes, as in the collects, and the prayers or adora-if,. those, who have been accustomed to Wdrs!iii) Gxod‘in
‘?“&“; s it asked, why we kneel in prayer? 'We|tions which have.been offered; expreasing their assent by {a different Gay; and indeed, I can hardly ponc’éiié haja
Wawer! | 8o prayed Solomon, at the dedication ’ e ples

bXJHS‘ Aaking a book, and bear; cazing a part in the praisesf
God... §peh worshippers mistake entertainment for dever
| tion; and when their feelings bave been;tquched by 8pa~-

' “‘om'ihe historical view, we pass on to the illustratidh

an audible and devoyt:ameh ; sometimes, as in the versi-isiranger'to the service of our sanctuary, woyld be pleased
:;Hn temple: she knecled down upon his knees be-icles, echoing the petition which the priest lgap‘,made,.'Oy with it at first. Habitis a second hature; and we fan
reall nfo

Rthdend mei.(‘ongrggation of Israel.’” 8o prayed Daniel:
g»‘,,ﬁ}‘eﬂgd three times a day, and prayed.’ So exhorfed
Dayid:: ¢ 0 come let us worship,and fall down, and koeel

enforcing it with nqwlcp’ngidéyaﬁ‘oné_ ; sometimes, as in
the. litany, when the minister has offered the suffrage,
taking the words out of ‘his mouth, and uttering the dépre-

hardly see our religious habits contravened, without feel-
ing that something must be wrong. But the charm which,

:  mout ' binds ili¢ attachment of churchmen’ to theit communiop, '
b.fouﬁ_o Lord our Maker.” o prayed Jesus Christ.jn|cation, or the entroaty ;- arid Sometimes, ‘a8 in the hy‘mni, is, that their liturgy improves more and more on acquain...
his agony : ¢And he was withdrawn from them about a ;b‘e“prayers';and the doxnlb'gieg, responding in altefnate

tance ; that while they consider de/votibn‘tbe‘véty first of
duties in the house of God, they always féél secure of 2
scriptural and animating form of prayer, and tha} many
of thehymns in which they chant the praises of God be-
low, are sung by the church triumphant 'ub'(.)\';'e‘.l_' L

vér's%, the bra"lses of ‘God, the desires of men, the haliness
and homage, the faith apdhopes, and ebarity .of rejigion—
thug. exhibiting: an humble imitation of the worship of hea-
ven; in which;we sredbld, the ‘seraphim “-cry one to #no-
ther.” Thuswas God worshipped by minister and people,
in tho Jewish Clurch of o}l,. thuc 314 the sainty of ‘he C rebdy i

christian church adore him in hey.purest ages : thusisHe| propose in tl\le‘present number, to

*tone’s cast, and kneeled down and prayed.” So prayed
St Paul, whed ho took lgaye ofés flock at Ephesus : ¢ Hg
koeeled down and prayed.” So prayed Stephen in the
bhour ofdeath: ¢ Andl he kneeled down, and cried wiih a
) }oed voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. So pray-
mei‘;'when he raised the dead woman of Joppa: "YH'e;
Put them all forth, and kneelcd down, and prayed®  We

————e

3pprehend these are sufficient (o vindicate our practice
°f,‘lfﬂe¢ling in prayer ; and there is, moreover, ¥ fitness
“,P‘I,mopriety in this posture, which pcrha§§ belong fo na
*®r.  ftis a posture of: abstraction from surrounding
°§j€cts,§vhich is of itself a sufficient argunyent for its use;
or “a windqrillg eye.is a sufficient indication of a ﬁan-
‘f"ﬂ:g heart, so it is impossible for a man to engage in
€arnest Prayer, while his attention is engagéd by other
objects, R
Let me here remark how improper and indecent is the
cffe!ess habit of sitting in the time of prayer, which has
en. thoughtlessly adopted in many of our congregations. |
l‘llil‘mpo‘ssible for men to pray, while their attention isi
:“f‘: ted by a multitude of ohjects ﬂillix‘\g before them,
a}'!:s z‘;%:i}peal might be made to themsclves, whether they’
L emaus of one act of mental devotion,
main in t}_m posture.
ness init,
It asked, on the other hand, w
offering of praise 1
18 anact of joy: and

while they re-|
Tlxere is ncither beauty nor holi-

hy we stand during the
The answer is ready ; giving praise
o ) by ﬁ.xe .erect,ion of the body, it is de-
: xpress the elevation of the soul,when we praise
2nd give thanks. It was the office of the priests under
lhe Jewish dispensation, ¢ (o stand every morning to praise
and thank the Lord, and likewise at even.’ David ex-
ht‘” ts .‘he_P'Qople inone of his psalms to ¢ praise the Lord;
:nl:t:“l;ng) in the courts of the Lord; and when Solomon

: the Pspple offered sacrifices at the dedication, and
the priests sounded thejr trumpets before them, ¢all Is-
rael‘ stood slill’  To kueel in prayer, and to stand in
Praise, are not merely arbitrary directions for which no
N'as?ns can be given : they are, as one expresses it ¢ the
Tubricks of nature ;' for we naty rally express the affections
of the soul, by dome significant acts of the body. Domen
Woep when their souls are elevated with joy 1 or do they

present day ; and thus is he worshipped by the heavenly
hest. And permit-me to add, that'if we would teach'our
chiMren Lo joir'in these responses with solemnity, it would
add ‘materially to "¢ the beauty of holiness’ apparesit in
our liturgy, end, exemplify in our congregations the. in-
spired declaration; ¢out of the mouth of babes and suek-
lings hast thou perfected: praise.’ -

~-Are we desired to ive 'a.reason for the public réading
of the seriptures 1 * The reason appears on the face of the
practice, and we should think: our service very imperfect
withoutit. If the scriptures were read every sabbath
day in the synagogues; if Jesus Christ-did'the same,when
he taught in them ; if 8t. Paul gave charge that' his epis-
tles should be read in the churches ; and if they are the

'fountain of all religious truth, and “are profitable for doc-

trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in-righte-
ousness ; and if they are able to make us wige unto sal-
vation,’ then let them ever lie open in the sacred desk,
and be read in the hearing of the people. Whatever some
fastidious tastes may prefei’, sermonizing is but a poor
substitute for the pure word of God. The streams of
eternal life may be muddled in their course by human of-
ficiousness, but the fountain is always pure.

I would corclude the present essay by, a single remark,
which I presume the reader willfind worthy Lis attention.

If he wishes to acquire a thorough relish for our forms
of worship, and make them the instruments of his devo-
tion to Almighty God, it is absolutely necessary that he
should bear an active part. ‘ '

My own observations, and I may add, my own e*peri-
ence, have taught me, that those complaints we sometimes
hear of the tediousness and inanimation of our service,
proceed from those who come to the sanctuary rather as
spectators of our worship,than as worshippers themsslves;
and that every sentimeat of this kind would be done away,

worshipped by the vast majority of the. churches at the|

others, who have treated {hg sixbjec't at [ag;ge, ,

thoughts, and fix' them .q'n,"t‘he work before us. ¢ Keep thy
God: be not rash with thy mouth,and let not thy heart be
and thou upon-earth : therefore Tet thy words be few,’—

earth keep silence before him.” Are you a fornialist ¥

self-righteous pharisee 1 < If we say that we have nio ‘lih‘;,
we deceive ourselves, and the truthis not in us.’ * Are ¥ou'

racter, and form a very proper introductionto thesérvices
that follow. . Y

o

We donot go to the house of God to hear an sloguent,

are requisite and necessary, as well for the body #s the
soul.’”  The chief design of this address, is, ‘(o instruct
the ignorant, to admonish the negligent, to support the

offer a few re-
tmarks on the several portions of the liturgy msuccess.o‘,'!%
referring our readers ‘for more g*(g@siy@’,'i_n,fdrxgati’oh; to..
the works of Sparrow, Wheatley, ’S!i%pl';'er’d,' Comber,and

That we may not rush unprepared to the sacred office v
of divine worship, our attenion is arrested by afsentenée,.“
or two from holy writ, designed to reclaim our wandering
foot," says the wise nian, *when thou goest tothe house of .
hasty to utter any thing before God'; for God is in heaven,
Have you entered into the courts of the Lord, thbouta
a proper reverence for the dread Being in'whose presence_ .

youstand ? ¢ The Lord is in his holy temple ; let a}r‘fb‘.f‘

Rend your hearts, and not your garments, and turg to’ CM
Lord your God.” Have you adopted the spirit of the’

The exhortationis a very solemn address; inﬁg»d;ed;tm,
remind us of the purposes for. which we are assembleg. - . .

grieved and wearied with the burden.of your sins ¢- 3 Te
the Lord our. God belong mercies and forgivemsssos):
though we have rebelled against him.” Inthis mannénare::
these selections adapted to every possible yariety.of cha~
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sermon, nor to play the critic on human performances ;-
but, to ‘acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and
wickedness-—to set forth the most worthy praises 6f God,
hear his most holy word, and to ask those things Whieh -



