-
—

.

e

NORTHERN "MESSENGER.

el S

= The Fainily Circle. .

‘CHINA’S GREATEST CURSE.

Jenlous of the bordering stranger
China built her grardion wall; .

Fearful, too, of distant danger
Closed her gates to one and all;

*Butatlength the sly invader,

Knocking with an ominous din,

In the guise of honest trader
Claimed the right to enter in.

Ching answered ““ No admission !”
Britain spoke with cannon roar;
Scorned tostand upon condition,
Hurled her bolts and forced the door.
Tntered with the drug Satanic
Charged with foul and deadly fumes!
Tarnished lies the shicld Britannic
Stonelike now on countless tombs,

Manhood's prime falls opium-smitten,
Dried and shrivelled in the smoke;

Souls are snared and serpent-bitten,
Blighted as by lightning stroke.

Widowed hearts by torture broken,
Robbed and desolate and lone,

Charge us with their woesunspoken
Chide us in their stifled groan.

* . While no hope of heaven's bright morrow
© 7 Hallows yonder tear-drenched sod ;

\While yon wail of helpless sorrow
Struggles to the car of God 3

While an unoffending nation
By our own is ** drawn to.death,”

Shall we quench our indignation?
Must we meekly hold our breath?.

What though wrong should fill our coffers
While it fills our cup of sin?
Where the eause of justice suffers
Boots it that the strong should win?
When the judge of all creation,
. Rising, shall avengo theright,
Who shall profler vindication
For abuse of England’s might? .

By a Briton'slove of freedom,. i # ..
" By his corni of alien thrall 3 ;-
By the impulses which lead him
To the help of those who fall:
1By our Christian name and prestige,
By the loveof God, we say
Y.t the death-drug's every vestige
From our realms be swept away,
7, Maxwell, tnthe Christian.
T e————p——

TIMELY WORDS.

Mr. Walker Builey, the most prominent
banker in one of the smaller citics of the
Empire state, was noted nob only for in-
tegrity and careful Lusiness management,
for his genial company and his good and
kindly influence in his church, and in the
city, but also for his extremely neab per-
sonal appearance. Iis clothes  were of
excellent material ; they fitted him ‘well ;
they never discovered shabby looking-but-
tons nor worn bindings, nor were his coats
pulled out of shape, nor did they ever
show o need of brushing.. Many a mother

in that city had held up Mr. Bailey to her.

sons as a model of neatness and agreeable
personal appearance, and *‘Did you ever
see Mr. Bailey with unpolished boots, or
with such dusty clothes or crumpled linen?”
was a question often it to Loys who were
inclined to bo careless,

One winter a course of lectures and
concerts was given in the pleasantest and
largest hall of that city for the purpose of
raising a sum of money to beé used to in-
crease the library of tho town. One of
the wealthicst of the citizens, who, when
4 young man in a small- New England vil-
lage had felt keenly o personal loss in be-
ing deprived of good books, had given to
this town a beautiful stone building for a
library, and many thousand dollars to-
wurds the first purchase of books. He
said in his speech .at the opening of the
building that he had determiped when a
young man that if ho was ever able to do
g0 he would establish a library, and do for

the young - people, and.the old Jikewise, in-

his town,what he wished some -one had
done for him.~. .. . KN :

His gift was received with great-enthu’
siasm, and steps were ab onco taken by
the lecture course to. raiso quite a.sum -of
money to incresse tho.aumber:of books

and magazines, as well as to add.encyclo-

; i)uedias and books of reference to‘tige,li-

brary. These lectures were popul:u"\{nd

| well attended. - .

M. Bailey was the thivd lecturer in the
course, and his subject was amnounced;
“The Formation ofood Habits,” and to
the young people.” T'he older people were,
however, so interated to know if Mr.
Bailey’s advice would correspond with
their own thiat they came out in as full
force as to the otherlectures. )

Habits of truthfuliess,of perfecthonesty,
of kindliness, and benevolence and all
manly and womanly traits were touched
upon by the lecturw, with many appro-
priate and telling (dustrations, aud:the
necessity urged of fu-ming all such habits
when young. A ladc of these carly gnod
hobits made o disastous life for many, for
wntruthful, dishonest, unkindly, unchari-
table people are never happy, never truly
successful in what wmstitutes the highest
success, he said. HFo dwelt upon. the
habit of courtesy, of treating .everyone
with politeness, andlaking the time to do
s0, even in this driving, rushing, nine-
teenth century.

Then he talked woy earnestly on form-
ing the habit of @od reading, and im-
proving one’s odd moments and half
hours with a good beok in hand, aud esti-
mated how much thib was valuable could
be read in one year il only one hour a day
was devoted to it, wiich,. possibly, was all
the time that many aldgivetoit. Ilere-
ferred to quite a nunber of authors whose
books had recently been added to the
library, whose acquaintance he hoped they
would soon make, aud he told them how
pleased he had beenof late to see o num-
bor of boys who had beer: in the habit of
hanging about the erners of the streets,
orin the post-oflice, sitting at the tables
in the library buildig looking over illus-
trated books and rading the magazines.

 And now & few special words to you
boys,” he seid, *“on s very practical wat-
ter, your personal ajpearance. I presume
many of you think your friends regard
you of so little comsequence that your

" | personal appearance i nob noticed.  Boys,

I know, are not alwys treated wjp]i.;;@ho
considetation they dserve. But youland
your demeanor and sppeurince are more
important than you inagine. i

T will venture toassert that there are
ladies in this  audimce, not a few, and
some -gentlemen, wlo know well ‘which
boys in this town are he neatest in, their
dress, appearing with shoes well-polished,
and clean linen and mest clothing, and
which ones, bright aid interesting though
they may be, are usuillysomewhat slovenly
in their personal appuerance.

“ Let me relate to jou an incident about
a prominent New York judge, when he
was in college. His fatlier was a lawyer
in o town in this state, and when George
Andrews, as we will all him, came to col-
lege, the city boys lodzed at him askance
as. he walked into the recitation room
with muddy boots aml unbrushed clothes
and unkempt hair. Tet after a few days,
as they heard his oxcellent recitations
they began to respect him in spite of his
unprepossessing looks, but they made no
acdlvances toward him in. a social way,

The president of tls college, who had a
fatherly care over tlo students and who
was a very observing man, noticed that
George was not cordiily received, and in-
stantly divined the @use; for, although
he believedinint a emtleman at heart,
and knew that lic wastourteous in a rough
sort of & Wway, he had mot the appearance
of & gentleman. ’

“One morning at the close of a recita-
tion, the president, who had been listen-
ing for fifteen ‘or twemby minutes, said,
+¢ Mr, -Andrews, I 'waild like to see you a
few minutes after twelve o'clock at my
office.” - Mr. Andrews wondered why the
president wished- to see Lim, and as some
of his classmates lookel at him peculiarly,
the invitation, or rather the command he
had received troubld him somewhat.
Yethe was not conscions that he had done
anything which warraibed a reproof,

“‘Shortly after noon, however, George
-presented himself at $le president’s office,
and timidly walking in, was surprised

1to be so' cordinlly svekomed and iu such

pleasant’ tones, -as the president said,
~Waik in, Mr. Andreys, it "down, I will
speak ‘with you soon.” . - -

% ¢‘George sat, down néar several other

students who were évilently awaiting their

turns for conversations, “while one of the

professors engaged the attention of the
president. Just then a telegram . was
handed in, and after reading it the presi-
dent rose quickly, saying, ‘I shall be.
obliged to go home at once, and must
therefore postpone seeing you to-day. 'Mr.
Andrews, will you please call at my house
to-morrow afternoon at threo o'clock, and
Mr. Garland, I would like to see you there
at four o’clock ; the others I will meet
here to-morrow at this hour.’.

**The next afternoon George pulled the
bell at the president’s mansion, and was
ushered through the wide and handsome
hall into a beautiful reception rodm; and
seated there. After a few moments the
president appeared and invited George
into his library, He talked with him
a .while about his studies and expressed
his gratification that he seemed in carnest
and had -started out to make the most of
his opportunities. He spolke of his cliurch
and urged regular attendance there, and
then inquired about his boarding-place,
and hoped he had found a comfortable
home. He said he often took: the liberty
of giving personal suggestions and advice
to the boys as they came to college, which

he thought would be helpful to thern, and |

for which many students had expressed
their.thanks, T . .

¢ As Gieorge said he would be grateful
for any suggestion, ‘the proesident, in a
kindly way, told him he' had noticed hLe
did not spend as much time as-he should
upon his personal'appearance, and added :
‘I almost despise young men who think
more of dress than anything else and use
what few Dbrains they have in adorning
their bodies, but, on the other hand, 1 al-
ways like to see young men neatly dressed,
with their coats well-brushed and but-
toned, their boots polished, and their linen
and persons giving evidence of cleanli-
ness, Many boys reared in country
towns, who would take tke first rank in
scholarship, have never had their atten-
tion directod to some of these matters,
and yebt have learned in luter years their
value. A good whisk-boom, and a box of
blacking and brushes do not cost mnuch,’
he added, *but they pay Dbig -dividends,
and I have preached many a short, practi-
cal sermon on the gospel of soap,

¢ Yot have seen photographs of old Kai-
ser William, I presume, as he stood in
military dress at a window of the palace
with his little grandsen. It is said that
ho never appeared except in his uniform,
and with every button fastened. He
would often be sitting at his desk in a loose
garment, and at the sound of martial music,
which was heard frequently—since there
is far more parading of soldiers in Berlin
than in any other city in the world—the
old emperor would immediately divest
himself of his looze robe and don his mili-,
tary coat, which he adjusted with the ut-
most care before presenting himself-at
the window to receive and return the
salute of the soldiers. On one such occa-
sion a friend who was present, agked * Why
are you always so particular to button
every button of your uniform? ¢ Because,’
replied the old Xaiser, with great prompt-
ness, ‘I wish to set a good example, I
tell you it is the one button left unfastened
which beging the ruin of the army.’
‘¢ There is a lesson for us all to avoid care-
lessness even in what some would think
small matters.”

‘ George thanked him, and they talked
further on other subjects, the president
showing a sincere interest in his plans and
purposes. }He gave himan invitation, from

‘his wife, to dino with them tho following

day in company with threo of his class-
mates, stating that in this way his wife
gradually became acquainted with the
students of all classes,

“Ineed hardly tell you, “said Mr. Bailey,
after this rather long story, ** that George
immediately acted upen the suggestion of
the president, and felt drawn more closely
to him for his kind personal interest in
him ; nor need Isay shat he appeared in
college the next morning, and at the presi-
dent’s houso the next afternoon, much im-
proved in many ways. The attitude of
the students 'was soon changed toward
him, and he was ere long introduced into
plessant socinl circles, and became easy
and more polished in- his manners,

““Some years after his graduation he
married one of the most refined young
ladies of that city, whose father was one of

its prominent citizens. He told me nob
long ago that he had mentally thanked
the president of that college a -thousand
times for his timely hint, for he had since
vhen apprecinted more thoroughly. the
value of i,  and was not certain that he
yet knew how much these timely words
had helped him. ) .

¢ e might by his talents have risen" to
as high a position, and have made his
mark in the world, but he might also have
lost entirely the many refining influences
which have added.so much pleasure to
his life, and the association with those
who were dearest to him,

¢ 80, boys,” said Mr. Bailey, in closing,
¢¢whila you strive to form good habits and
to be truthful, honest, upright, and enter-
prising, courteous, kindly and studious,
remember the timely words of the presi-
dent and -the remark of the old Kaiser,
and do not neglect wour personal appear-
ance.”—Standard.
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- THE MAN HE WANTED.

- Dr; Leonard Bacon, who was a very
busy man, would not refuse himself to callers
who expressed a desire to see him. On
one occasion his family, knowing him to be
closely occupied, took especial pains that
‘heshould not be disturbed, and when a
stranger:came to the door dnd inquired for
him, they told him he was engaged. It
happened that Doctor Bacon overheard the
coniversation. He immediately stepped in-
to the hall and requested his daughter to
bring the caller into the study.

“The man who wants to sce me is the
man I want to see,” he said.

The doctor nay have learned that way
of putting the case by some earlier experi-
ence in his life, like that of another good
minister of whom Rev. George S. Tlutters
speaks, who once was very near losug a
sacred opportunity.

It was ab the close of the evening service,
after & Sunday of hard work. His con-
gregation had been small, and he felt that
he had acquitted himself poorly. In fact,
as he came outb of church he overheard re-
marks about the sermon that mortified and
even embittered his spirit. The people
who spoke to him happened someliéiv’ to’
say just the wroung things. He passed out,
gloomy and discouraged. If man ever
hungered for a token that he was doing
some good in the world, he was that ‘man.

At the door stood a young man, as if
waiting., The pastor felt in no mood to
talk more, and turned aside to avoid him,
but the stranger spoke his name.

. “*May I have a moment with you, sir ¥

There was no welcome in the pastor’s
response. He begged the man to be short,
for he was very tired, .

¢t Perhaps I had better not trouble you,
then,? said the young man. And he went
away without wnother word.

By the time the pastor had crossed the
street, and stood at his own door, he was
sorry for what he had said. He turned
immediately and followed the stranger,
found him, and tosk him home with him.

He proved to be the man the minister
wanted. e had been in the city three
months, and had gonewrong. To-night he
had attended religious services for the first
time ; and what he heard made him home-
sick and conscience-sick. He wished the
pastor to set him right.

““Your remark when I spoke to you at
the church chilled me,” he said, ‘“and 1
turned away with a hopeless feeling that
almost drove me to a wicked resolve, Tho
temptation was growing strong in me as I
walked the street,” : )

‘“ How glad I am that I went after you !”
said the pastor.

Kindly and carefully he conversed with
the inquirer, giving him the counsel ho
needed. It was a delightful ending to
what had secmed a useless day. A sin-cap-
tive seeking his Redeemer had come to him.

That interview saved the young man,
He became one of the minister’s best help-
ers; an acbive worker in his chureh, and a
successful winner of other young men from
temptation, '

The opportunity that waits for us is the
one we need, and cannot afford to lose.
Our great work in this world is to do good ;
and whether it is to help body or mind or
soul, it must not be put off on account of
any weary or unwilling mood. Such op-
portunities come one ab a time, and the
same one never comes but once. — Youth's
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