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The Catholic.

<

Titus Oates—those days of eternal infamy
to the Lnglish peaple of that period—his
sormons and exhistations would not have
been waunting te stimulate the full flooding
of that innocent Catholic blood which was
shed, through the perjured forms of judi.
cial solemuity.

Secondly,—His religious orinions were
as various as tho patches on a harlequin’s
jacket, [II¢ hegan his carcer as a zealous
priest of the Established chureh, and ac-
tuslly passed over as such to Americs, to
convert the Indians to Church.of-Eng-
landism. But the only feat he achieved
there—fur he did not convert o singlo Iu-
dign—wat to excommunicate a respecta-
bie young lady who thought fit to disap-
point kim by macrying auother suitor, His
first faith, therefore, was Church of Eng-
Landism,

‘Thirdly,—After his retuen to Eogland,
he himself, in the year 1783, declared
that for many years hehad beea tossed
about by varivus winds of doctrive, aud
thatbe had been a Papist without knowing
it. Thus, his sccond sud third professions
were—Uncertainly and some species of
Popery.

Fourthly—One Peter Bohler converted
him to Moravianism, and he was then 1o
be a Moravian for ever. s own words
propbecied the perpetuity ofthe Moravian
tenets.  Spealing of Boliler, he writes,—
“Q, whata work hath God begun, sisce
hig,” (Bobler's)* coming to Exgland.
Such s one as skall necver come to an end
tll keaven and carth shall pass away! 11
Thus was Moravianism, in fact, his fourth
Lelief.

F.fthly.—Ining put on record an
adious character of thoso in connexion with
the Moravians, he adopted Antinemion
Calvinism ; and h2 coutinzed in this, his
fifth prolession of faith, for a considerable
time.

Sixthly,—In his old days he invented a
new species of Methodisin; that which the
Counference, the uow ruling power of the
Wesleyan Methodists, purport to foliow ;
with its twolold mode of justification,
This was his sixth faith ; couvinced he
was right in cach, yet wrong in all.

Seventhly,~—Nor were these light and
insignificant changes. He himself de-
sersbes the Moravians, with whom Lie had
been long in communion,.ns “ swallowed
up in the dead sea of stillness, opposing
the osdinances, nawely, prayer; the read-
ing of the Seriptures, the {requenting the
sacraments and public worship.” Also, as
s~ehiing their Bibles, &e., in order to rely
more fully ou the blood of the Lamb.”
This, indeed, isa frightlul descripton of|
Ins collengues and co-religionists of many
years stzuding,

Eightlv,But when he comes to deseribe
his aest set of eq-religiomsts, the Anti-
nomiuns, his deseription is still more fght.
ful. e asks himself the question, “What
:3 Antivomisnism ** and he answers itihus
+J1s main pillars are, that Christ abolished
the morsl law ; thet, therefore, Christians
are uot obliged to keep it—that Christian
hberty is liberty from obeying the com-
mands of God.” 1 will not pollute my pen
with dwelling upsn avy more of these
doctrines. which Wesley entertained for
yours, z:ud which e bimself,hes described

in tho most featful terms.  Yet I may ob-
servey that the porson whom Wesley in.
tended as his successor, Fletcher, if pos-
sible, exceeds his ‘master in reprobation of
tho Antinomian Calvinism, usiog these
remarkable words :—4 There are few of
our celebrated pulpits where more has not
been said vor sin than AGAINST it.)—
But take the doctrine of that Antinomian-
ism from one who did not desert ii with
Wesley, but was consistant in believing it
tothe last. L give it ou the out otily of
that same TFletcher. The words (he
quotes from high Antivomian authority, us
their doctrine) aro :—** My sins may dis-
please God, my person is always accept-
able to him. Though 1 should ousin
Manasses bimself, yet I should not be o
less pleasant child, because God always
views mo in Christ.  Ience in the midst
of adulterics, murders, and inces's, he can
address me with, * L%hou art all fair my
love, there is 1o spot in thee.  Itis a most
petnicious error of the schoolwen to dis-
tinguish sin according to the fact, not ac-
cording to the person,  Though 1 highly
blame those who say, *Let us sin that
grace may abound,’ yet adultery, incest;
aud murder, shall upon the- whole, make
me lholier upon the earth, and mecrier in
heaven.”

Ninthly—Such are the doctrines which
belonged to Wesleyan Methodism until
the old age of Wesley. He abandoned
them in his last years,apparently with some
difficuliy, as his eulogist, Fletcher, makes
his apology for him: ¢ [ admire the can-
doc of sn old man of Gud, who, instead of
obstinately maintaining ar old mistake,
comes down like a little child, and ac-
knowledges it before his preacherss, whom
it is his interest to secure.” 'Tlis is, in-
deed, a characteristic apology.

Tenthly,—~The way in which Wesloy,
baving secured his preachers, puwified his
religious system frow the defilment of An-
tinomianism was this : lie invented a two-
fold mode of justificatron ; one without
repentanze,the love of God,or other works,
the other, to which these wotks were es-
septial.  TlLe former was for those who
should die soon aftec their pretended ex-
perience of siwving faith ; that later for
those who had time and opuortunity for
performing them. Tlic observation of a
celebrated Catholic divine on this system
is no iess astounding than it is justand ac-
curate. It is in these words :—'* Thus,
to say no more of the system, a Nero and
Robespierre might, accoraing to it, have
been established in the grace of Gud, and
in a sight to the realms of infinite punty,
without one act™of sorrow for their enor-
mities,or so much as an act of their belief
in God.?

Eleventhly,—Thus, your wvenerable
Wesley had no lessthan about half a dozen
diffzrent sets of religious opinions, each of
which in its turn, he considered and pro-
cimmed as the true faith,  Ile foundeach
of them—for the time—in the Sacred
Scriptures ; and as he abandoned cach, he
found fror the same scriptures that his
uew opinion was trae, and that the tormey
belief was false. He was sincere in edcl
belief,  His avowal of his change was o
preof of his sincerity, demonstrating these

which any number of persuasions may be
founded on individual interpretation of
scripture § and, secondly, thut mere sin-
cerity can be no justification of any par-
ticular belief, nor any protection agaiust
error,

Twelfthly,—With all this conscious
ness of the instability and iase curity of any
one of the religious opinivns that he from
time to time entertnined, he was exceed-
ingly liberal in consigning thoso who dif-
feced from him in sny point to eternal
puvishment, For exomple, ho taughy for
many vears that all persous uuder any of
these three categorics would certainly be
damned ;

1st, Al who werein heaviness through
manifold templations.

2d, All those from whom God, for
wise euds, permits sn obstraction of spirit-
ual comtort.

3d, All who walk in darkness and
have no light, and who, the prephet says,
¢ shall trust in the Louid and stay him-
solf upon his God.”

Upon this principle, he taught that if
any of those persons dicd in thatstate, they
must go to hell, however they might hate
sin and cultivate holiness. But tais mon-
strous and hortible doctrine he afterwards
totally renounced ; and be admitted it to
be so upnchristiun that he himself snid,
« When I and my brother taught this doc-
trine, I wonder that the people did not
stonouw”  What would have become ol
your venerable John Wesley, hiad he been
stoned for insisting vpon false doctrine, as
tie bimself says that he ought to have been ?
Aud yet he for years 1aught those errors,
and was, upon hisown confession, a de-
ceiver in religion ! ¢ vonerable,” forsooth !

Thirteenthly ,—Ons instance mere. In
the conference of 1774, he himself says,
¢ We have received it asa maxim that a
man is 1o do nothing in order to justificn-
tion™ Headds, “than this nothing can bo
more false.” Dak ! that hiere he admits
that be und-bis preachers under him had
received, and hud been teaching a doctrine
as the truth of God, * than which nathing
could be more false.”

Fourteenthly,—You Wesleyan Metho-
dists, who claim to ve as orthodox us the
churzh of Euglaud Protestanis, can you
deuy this ; that your Johu Wesley, being
himself only in priest’s orders, ordained
several priests to be priests also 7 and went
sotfar as to commit the * faciaus inaudi-
tums™—that is, hie a priest, cousecrated Dr.
Coke to be—a bishop ! ! ! This,indeed,
so horribly scanduhzes his owa broiher
Charles, that it created a lasling schism
among the Methiodists ; and the sonof tha
Charles ufterwards became a Cathiolic !

I could estend this catalogue of Wesley-
an enorwmities and contradictory wwander-
ings in matters of religion, if a space per-
mitted. [ couldalso point out in detail the
cruel tyranny oxorcised over the preach-
ers by your self appointed Canference.~
But my busiuess with you must, fur the
present, for want of spece, not for wuat of
materials,be limited to some of its cffects

Wealey, by the manner in which he in-
stituted the governing powers of the Cou-
ference, formed a despotic oligarchy of the
closeet nature.  fo the appointment of the

twa thiogs. Firstly, the facility with

men who camposed that Couference, the

body of Methodists have no choice or
solection.  Over their conduct they have
uo coutrol.  ‘The proporty of their chapels
&e., is vested absolutely in this oligarehy,
and freedom of opinion {s no more to be
found nmongthem than in the divan of the
Turkish sulten, What care I for this
power, if it were not used for political
purposes 1 The great bady of Wesleyou
Metbodists have always Leen the worst
politicians,  John Wesley bimself so hated
popular libesty, that amongst his vagaries
he actually offered the government of the
duy, to raise a regiment to enable George
the Third to put down what lie calied the
* American Rebellion.””  From that doy
to this the Wesleysns have been found the
ardent supporters of cvery bigotted and
oppressive  administration ; in ehort, of
every administration but one that happen-
ed to bo tinged with liberality ; and they
liave as uniformiy opposed every cieasure
caleolaled to increase the frauchise, or
diminish the burdens of the British peoplo,
or to lessen in any way the ircesponsible
antiority of the wealthy and powerful
classes. In religion they have been bigots ;
in politics slaves ; tyrants in their con-
ference ; sorvile sycophants in the exercise
of religious privileges ; a hody formidable
in the cohesion of this unholy allisnce ;
de<picable in their opposition to the (ran-
quil spread ol civil us well as religious
libenty.

They hold out, however, a great exam-
ple;s an example of what ought to be
avoided, not of that which we shounld imi-
tatc. They have in their history—in the
dissensions that have risen amongst them—
in e secession from brother to brother ;
in tho great rovolt of Whitefield from
Wesley—Whitefield, who was as sincere
as Wesley ; and, above all, in the contra-
dictions and contrarioties of the religious
helief of that Wesley himself—demonstra-
ted, that neither human talent, nor sivceri-
ty, wor zeal, nor erratic piety, however
strongly disinterested and perseveringihat
none of these great qualiiies, taken seper-
ately, nor all of thew taken together, can
secure ntan from Dbelieving or teaching
monstrous  falschood—from  preaching.
“more in favor of sin than against it 3*
from instructing in doctrines so very falso
and eriminal as to deserve the punishment
of stoning; from funatically disclaiming
vbedience to the commands of God—in
short, from error, absudity, and impiety.
No, Wesleyans. There ic but one way of
sccurity. There is but one way to keep
* the unity of the spirit in the bond of
peace.” It is ** clear as the sun.” It is
to be found in the reasonable and therefore
entire sublission 1o the authority of the
everlasting Churck of God, ¢ the piller
and ground of truth.”

¥ am, with unicigned pity, your servant,

Daxier. O'ConneLe.

Disasrers at sga.—The Sailor’s
Magaziue contains tho following list of
the vessels known to-have been wrecked
at sca during the past year. About
630 lives have been lost, and nearly
$15,000,000. Of tho whole 94 were Eng-
ish vesaela :—Ships 68 ; barks, 47 , brigs,
130 ; schooners, 246 : sloops, 21 ; steam-~
boats, 53 unknown 40. Total 557.



