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Clzaracter-Skelches. By A13EL STE.
VE*Ns, LL.D, Cr. 8vo, PP. 397.
Newv York. Phillips & Hunt; and
Methodist Book Roonms, Toronto,
Montreal, and Hlalifax. Priceý
$1 50.

In this volume Dr. Stevens bac
collected a serres of adnirable
studies in biograpby and criticism.
The subjects are some of the most
noted in the entire range of litera-
ture, except the first which belongs
rather to heroic action.

Under the somewhat incongrous
tîtle of «' Pastor atid Colonel,"
Henri Arnaud, wvas at once the
spiritual and military leader of the
exiled Vaudois in their giorious return
to their mountain homes. The world
neyer wîtnessed a more brilliant
achievement. Three buîmdred and
sixty.seven mien witbstood a siege
of eigbt months, shut in by 22,000
soldiers, and wvere victorious on
eighteen engagements. Xenophon's
Retreat of the Ten Thousand %vas a
trivial exploit cornpared wvuh this
return of the Vaudois. Macaulay,
or the Literary Life, gives a resume
of the most extraordinary literary
career of modern times. Klopstock
and bis Meta, or Love anti
Literature, is a touching story of the
tender domestic relations of the
author of the Mesiah. Mary
Somerville, or Woman and Science,
is a record our girls should ai read,
shoîving how a ivoman kept her
bouse, taught bier cbildren, prac-
ticed music and painting, studied
languages, literature, poetry, and
wrote borne of the profoundest
scientific îvorks of the day, and in
her ninety-second year wrote " I arn
still able to read books on the bigber
algebra four or five hours in the
morning." The cameo sketch of
Madani de Stael is a grapbîc accounit
of the brilliant writer whom the
despot Napoleon feared and hated
more than a bostile army and whom,
hie o)ersecuted %vith aIl the mali. nity
of bis spiteful nature. The account
of Voltaire's literary life among tbe
Swiss, gives one a more favourable
idea of the arcb-skeptic than many
bave entertained. We sbould not
forget bis passionate championshîp
of the Huguenot martyrs, Calas

*and Sirven, and the reversaI whicb
he secured, after years of persistent

1effort, of their unjust condemna-
tion.

The sketch of Channing "Heretic
and Reform-er," reveals a man of
saintly character, of purest philan-
tbropy, of most lovable spirit, who
i n spite of a doctrinal aberration
must be dear to tbe heart of every
lover of the beautiful, the pure, tbe
true. One of the most iioteworthy
essays is that on John Wesley, for
which the studies of a life-time have
given the author tbe amplest prepa-
ration.

We know of no work of its extent
wvbich gives so succinct yet adequate
a view of thie so many of the great
characters of history and literature
wbo are best worth knowing about.

Sclzelling's Transce>zdental Jdealiin,
A £'ritkal Exposition. By J0Hî
WATSO,,', LL D)., F.R.S.L., Pro-
fessor of Mental and Moral Philo
sophy, Queen's University, Kings
ton. Pp. 257. Chicago: S. C
Griggs & Co. Toronto. Willian
Briggs. Price $ 1.25.
This is the second volume o:
Griggs' Philosophical Classics,'

the most important philosophica
series yet projected on this conti-
nent. Each volume is designed ta
give a critical exposition of some one
masterpiece of German philosophy.
The first of these, an exposition of
Kant's Critique of Pure Reason, has
be -i rcceived with a chorus of ap-
pruval. XVe augur for this second
volume of tbe series a similar recep-
tion. It is to us a matter for con-
gratulation, that a Canadian scbolar
contribu tes sucn an admirable volume
to this important series.

Friedrich Wilhelm von Scbelling,
is one of the most notevorthy of the
modern bchool of German philoso-
pbers. At the âge of twenty, before
lie left the University of Tubingin,
lie bad found the principle of bis
peculiar system, wbich was te, super-
sede the critical pbîlosophy of Kant,
and the subjective idealistn of Fiche.
At t1ýe age of twenty-four bie gave at
Jena a course of brilliant lectureý
wbich aroused the bighest entbusi-
asm j and at Munich he subsequendi


