
TE CANADIAN CRAFTSMAIV.

In 1849 several devoted memnbers of the interest of charity and ini the per-
the eraft, but recently arrived in San formance of a work of pure benevo-
Erancisco, decidcd Ébat flhey would lence. We do not know liow faitbful-
meet together as brethren ind attempt ly the ritual was tauglit, or witli what
to do sonie beneficent workç in the technical exactness the ceremiony of
way marked out by the principles of the several degrees was enacted, but
Masonry. They hired the loft of a we do kiiow hiow nobly and well those
warehouse-an upper chamber-the early memnbers of California Lodge
ceiling of whiclh xas s0 low that a illustrated the distinctivcly benevolent
man of average hieighit could not stand spirit of I\asonry. Ail bionor to themn
erect except near the center of the that they wrought so effectually-
room. For sticb mieagre accommioda- visiting the sicnk, caring for Élie
tions the pioneers wlho organized stranger, ministeriiug to the destitute
California Lodge had to pay a î'ental -tlis exbibiting Ébat unselfish love
of $500 a miontli. Ten bretbiren whichi most briglîtens and blesses tis
united in the niovemnent which soon world of ours. Snrely thiey planted
resulted in the establishment of a ithe institution on a grand founidation.
flourishing lodge. Tbiey and those and made its first worlkings gloi-ous.
who were associated witli them in Étie Faithfully labored those bretbiren at
carly time found their unpretending the outset, and now othiers are entered
hall a place of blessed refuge, and into their labors bothi for joy fui con-
rejoiccd thiat within its walls they gratulations and blessed deeds.-Free-
were privilcged to breathie a moral imason's llïpositury.
and social atmnosphiere ail so invigor.
ating. The Masonriy of these iil THE RIGHT TIME.
partooli of an active quality, sending
themi forthi t do the works of benevo- Somie thoughit is required for the
lence wvhich wvere then so much called righylt adjustmient of the work and
for in that new town, filled witli a pleasure of life. Tîmere is a fltiness of
population gathered froin so miany 1things worthy of being, considered in
different countries and nationalities. deemn0 0va h ragmn
Thiere were no organized charities at shial be. Not onlly miust regard be,
that tinie and but feeble rosponses given to the diversifled gifts, opera-
could be made to the appeals of the tions and nieeds of life, but a proper
needy. But these Masons went to classification mnust be made if the biar-
work witbi a w iii, and their accom- mioniy is to be secured. Things that
plishmnents iii the -%ay of relicving dis- are incongraus slhould not be hrought
tress were large and glorions. They ito too close relations, nor should
exercised the iîiistries of practical the conditions of tiîne, place and pur-
he]pfulness, not only towarà crafts- pose be overlooked.
men in need, but, so far as possible, Solomnon declared tbat "1to every
toward ail who required assistance.' thing there is a season, and a timie ta
Generons contributions were taken at every purpose under the heaven." Iu
each niglit of meeting, a thousand enforcing this proposition lie said
dollars or more often being reccived there is la finie to wveep and a tirne to
at the lodge communication. The laughi; a timie to miourn and a timne ta
money was not hioarded, or expended dance." Evidenitly lie had regard to
for social purposes; it wvas used in the different occasions in pronouncmng
dispensing of a gracions charity wlîere- upoii the fitness of these several ex-
by the liglbt of joy and liope was sent pressions of feeling. If mighit be
into niany homes and liearts. equally proper to inourn and to dance,

Is it not pleasant to consider that yet it would hardly be natural to pro-
thus Masonry began) its organic life in vide for botli manifestations at ane
California? It first shiowed itself in Iand thie saine time. Work, worship,


