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NORTH ATLANTIC ICEBERGS.

CEBERGS are a great source of
danger to transatlantic navigation

from March to August every year.
This is the season in whicli the ex-
pected proximity of(these dread mas-
ses of ice demands from the mariner
an increased vigilance. Sometines,
but very seldôm, bergs have been fal-
len in with much earlier. On New
Year's day, 1944, a berg ývas passed
by the SuIly in 45 N. 48 W., and this
year, on January 3, ond was reported
in alinost the same position, The
northern ice barrier is broken up by
the incrèasing power of the sin's rays
as he travels northward along theeclip-
tic. 'Fields of ice, sometimes havitg
an area of one huidred square miles,
are detached, and a free exit afforded
for the imprisonedi icebergs. Ice-
bergs and field ice are borne to the
southwvard .by the cold current that
folloiWs the bend of the land from
Labrador tô 'Florida. Field ice is
formed on the sea surface during the
Arctic winter, but bergs have their
origin far ibland, and are the growth
of years. Greenland glacers glide
gradually down their gentle slopes in-
to the sea, and the upward pressure
of the water breaks off thèir snouts to
formi theAcebergs of the North'Atlan-
tic. Some hardy Norwegians are
about to cross Greenland, and intend
to miake a special study of the move-
ments of the coast glaciers and this
settiñg afidat of bergs. Ancieùt glac-
iers hâve Érítten* their stóry orr .the
iountains of Gieát Britain,'andbergs
were foiied a little way off the west
coast 'of Ireland during the glacial
epoch.

There exists a maked diference in
förni between' the bergs of the two
hemispheres. Arctic bergs are of ir-
regular shape, with lofty pinnacles?
dlouid appéd' towerà, and glittering
dômùes w'heireas the southern- bergs

are flat.topped 'and solid-looking.
The former reach' the sea by narrowe
fiords, but the formation of the latter
is more regular. It is well to give-
these splendid specimens of Nature's,
handiv %k a wide bert?, for they fre-
quenhty .arn somersaults, owing to the-
wasting away of their imniersed por-
tions. Immense pieces of ice fell
fron a berg on to the deck of a ship.
that had approached too close to it
while in this transitory state, carrying
away her masts and maiming some of
the crew. Again, ships have beery
sunk by colliding with submerged&
portions of bergs, extending from
their visible volume like reefs ofrocks
fron a bold sea coast. Hayes com-
pared one that he saw to the Colossus
of Rhodes. His ship could have-
sáiled under the arch of ice formed
in the heart of the berg

North Atlantic bergs are neither so,
large nor so numerous as those met
with in the Southern Ocean between.
the Falkland Islands and the Cape ot
(.ood Hope. In 1854-55 an enor-
mous ice island was drifting in about
32 S. 24 W. for several months, -and
was passed by many ships,. It was
3o feet higb, 6o miles long, and 4b
miles wide, and was in shape like a
horseshoe. Its two sides inclosed a
sheltered bay measuring 40 miles.
across 1 A large emigrant ship, the
Guiding Star, sailed into this icy -bay
and was lost witli all hands. A simi-
lar, but smáller, mass of ice· was met
with' in thfe' North Atlantic by the-
Agra. She ran into a'bay formed in
the centre of an. iceberg, in 42 N.,.
which vwas 1Vz miles across, and she
experienced great difficulty in beating
out againr.

A cubic foot of ice weighs about
93o ounces, but the same -volume of
sea water weighs 1,280 ounces..
Hence ice floats on water, and- but,
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