
TIIE CANADIAN AGRICU 1 TURIST.

Whîen Septeimber molnth beginls to vane an1 cooder days ae ushiered in, the drovers hegin
to asemle together their fatted herds, and the rmads leading to chicago are s ylive
witî bellowing droves. We will select one herd from the many that we sec in tardy move-
ment aroitoid uis, and watclh iw proigress4 t hroIl21h the variols stages until it is rolled onl to the
dock transformed into - Extra Me.es Beec[ We have alighted, then, upon a drove of some
300 head. raised, we will suppose, in La -salle Countyand contracted, some time pa>t, to the
Messrs. ilIoughi, at the late of five dollars per hundred weight for the beef-the oíal being
given in. By iuueh whooping and chaine, the mounted drovers have brought the bewil-
dered lierd to the strong brick wall tliat encloses the yard ; the vide gate is swvung opea, the
caittle tlhrust il). ard thîe e sufTered to remain a wvhile to collect their vandering senses.

'The fllovlig inorning their slaughter commences. lalf a dozen noisy fellovs, with
pO'es li 1hir liaids, present theumelves in t hie yard. and dCtaching about fifty fromi the herd,
drive them into a closer y'ard. This is a narrow inlosure separated from the main yard by
a gate, and conminicating by neans of slidiiig doors wvit h f%our close pens, where the an-
ulais aie altimnately roped for Ilhe slaughter. Having driven their ca.tle into the smaller
yard, the nien continue their pursuit, and further dotail four or live of the slithcring brutes
into Iaci of the four close pens. A door is nuow withdrawn from wiihin, a powerful negri
pr:esents hinself, and ISSOeS on1e or Ilhe cattile ; two m1en tei haul ulpon tie widlass, and
in spite of flte iiost violent bovine resistalce, tley draw, the struggliig vretch dowi to hIe
buil-ring. Tlhre is sonie peculiar dread of! the negro, whîlcli reiiders tle dangerous process of
roPiig a ork of coim paratire ase to lim. But at ihe ohlier extreme pen, four wlite men are at-
temnptiig the sane task, u it is absolutelV unsalh fr thein to show themselves within reach
of tle animal's horuis. The ax is applicd. aid the animal is blooded. To each peu tbelre is
a bed, as it. is called-that is, a place to dress the bulloek, aiid one is now lyiing prostrate up-
on each of hie foui' beds.

Nt)w the butelers take thle cattle in liand ; for tiese wre have been witnessing at work are
only l1borers. These butcheirs are a select corps-c.wh an Achilles in his peaceful way.-
Acenslomed to tis vholesale mode of slan.hi, where tiie is economized to bthe uîtmost,
they have acquired a dexterity and a breadth of' eut t hat vould stoish some of our Fult on
Market worthies. The cattle are poised on their backs, (pritcled is the techniical tern.) and
three hutchers fil to work upon each. Oe inan flays the liead and decapitates the animal,
and one st rips each side ; the liaunches are then cut asmder, and the bullock is raised t o lis
«first hoist." It is a treat to see thiese fellows wvork. They aîre great braggadocios, and nu-

mieros pints of' whiskey are pending betveen tlie rival bands upon the num)hber of' cattle
each can respcctfuilly put up. Thcir work is of a repulsive character, but they evidenitly
like it.

"I The Iand of little emuploymient iath a daintier sense."'

and Providence has wicely designed that, :hatever his oenpation, a man shal find a .eas-
ure il it.. The are vorkiig agaiist time ; very lit tie tdk is indulged in, and the fast vork-
11111n keeps tlie less skillful traveling, in order to imainitain pace with theai. There is no
drinking except of beer-and tlheni at a clandestine Iour, whiien the master's eye is turned-
and the work goes on wiith excellent decorum.

'lTe first list. is norked off, and Ihe ainiimal is again raised iuntil lie is landed upon the
balks. Thee are two parallel beanis iith polisied sulaces, ruining longitudinailly through
thel uildinig. l Two laborers wig the sended carcass back out of the way of the beds,
and the butchers ftollow it up to finish dressing lt, white the negro and his nhite stellites
prepare another hiilloek for c'eh vacant bed. lh'lis process is repeated until the day's woik
is avhieved, and 150 carcasses are susp eiided by their licols to stiffen until the following
moring.

The next stage is in the cntting-room, which is on a level with the slaughîter-house, and
only separated from it by tlie forest of' the sides of beef whicli intervene. ITere Ihe beef is
weighcd, eut, cured and barreled, Immense vats are sunk on aci sile the building, aci
capable of holdiig twenty car casses of beef; and the pluiîps aid maebiniery for Ile supply
and vithdrawel of bhe brine arc fitted up uilerinieath the building. Wheni hie day's wvork
he"ins, a force of mon, aried vith knîife and Sav, niake an attack uponl the stiffeined besc
and reluce it into quîarters as rapidly as they can ply their instruments. W elcni cut dovn
eaeh acarean is weighed.--the owner hein generally present -and the be is deposited upon
tiwo immense racks. The deniolition o? the quarters then begins. There are two qualities
of' mess beef-the extra and the prime. 'Tlie extra is comuposed of the select cat.tle-the
hîeaviest and the chuoicest-and it is reduced to componcnt pieces with the knife and saw. It


