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aud from 7 to 8Ly, the flecce. The superior bardi
hood of the improved Gotawold over the Leicester,
and their adaptation to common treatment, together
with the prolific nature of the ewes and then abun-
dasee o mdR, bave prenderdd them in many places
mivals f the n * Leicester, and hace obtamed for
hem of late years wore attention ty their s lection

and wenera e adment, under wheeh managementstitl !

tarther improsemeutsappears vary probavle,  They
bhave sy veea weail i cro-ing othzr breeds, and
Lave been mixed with the nmpshire Down, It is,
fdecd, the faproved Cutewold that, under the tern
New o1 huproved Oxfurdshive sbeep, are »o frequent-
ly the sucees~tud candidates for pr z s offered tor the
best louz-wooled sheep at some of the prinecipat agri-
caltwial weetings or showsin th: kingdom. The
quahity of thewutton is considered sup-rior to that
of the Luie ster, the tallow being less abundant, with
a larger development of musele o flesb,. We way,
theretore, regad this bieed as one of tstablished re-
jut dtion, anl ex'ending its i throughous every dis-
ti.et of the Kingdom.”

MERINO SUEEDP IN ENGLAND,

George the I, was distinguished as an ardent
proanoter ol agricuiture, and determined in 1787,
W make a far trab of this renowued biead 5 and
aceurdingry a fuw were ordercd and placed on his
farw at Kew. They were seleeted ia Bstieaadara,
o she bad s of Portugal j and this, a that time
Was  surt of smuggling trausactivn. as o Merinos
cnd be s ot feom any Spanish port without a li-
cense from the King j thercfuore they were obligel to
be shipped ' o n Leston The shecp were bastily eho-
sen trom among different flocks aud various districts,
and ons g aently exhibited but little wniformity. and
not fully tne true characrer of the breed 5 the king
th refore. soon dispused ot them to others,

Subs -quently, it was d. termin-d to make a direct
appleation 10 the Spanish monarch for permissiou to
m ke a selection trom some of the best flocks  This
Waa prontptly granted 5 and a small namber was ta-
ke from the Noaretie variety. tpen deemed the
mo~t valwable ot the wizratory sheep. This fluck ai-
nvadin 1791, and was imwediately placed on the
Kina's farun

From ignorance, they were at first badly managed.
Having been placed un a woist and luxuriant soil,
Y 5001 becw ue alfected with foot rot, and others
died frumn attacks of liverrot.  This calamity wasa
trinmph W the piejudie d, but w change to diyer
piste proved o remedy, which svonn 1 d tua change
of wpinion inth ir favor. In a short time it appear
ed Ut they were 0 more subject to discase than
Britist suecp.

Crus-es tuok place with several varieties of the na-
tive brecds with var ous cuceess.  Dr. Parrcy cross-
el with the Ryelaud, t « must superior short-wooled
sh oep in Enghad, awd the fourth cross produced a
wuool equa 10 pure Merino.

Mr. Coke. the reuowned Eaglish agricultarist, al-
£0 caperimeuted on both be Ryelands and Soutb
Dowas, aud affiimed that the ¢ 0s8 with the lattes
Was tuperior Lo that of the tormer. It wasbut a few
years attetwards, thit he expressed the following
op wy, in an addressbefore the Merino Society, Holk-
Bam: - I feel it my duty.” said he, “to state
my latest opivion 0. the eftects of the cross of a part
ot my South Dowa flock with Merino tups, aud 1
wish 1t could be wore favorable.  From the further
trial wh.eh [ have made. (tlus the four th year,) 1 mnust
candidty contess that I have reason to believe that,
however one cross may auswer @ farther progress
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will not prove advantageous to the breeder”  Thig
opinion of Mr. € oke should be duly considered by
every American breeder.

Put, sometime anfecedent {o this decision of Mr,
Coke, very many who had  enfertained apparently
insurmonntable prejudices were bold to ackrowledge
- the merits of the Merines, and beeame fully satistied
that wneither the climate nor berbage of their new
home were incompatible with perfict suecess. Sir
Joseph DBanks and Lord Sowmcrville were amongt
their staunchest and zealons advocates, and the latter
duly tested the sincerity of his opinious, by import-
ing a cousiderable flock of them.

thirteen years after the king's importation of the
Negrette floek. a public sale by auction was nade of
Merinos.  The rams averaged ahout titty do laes per
head. and the ewes thirty.  In 1808, four years arter
the price averaged 130 dollais for rawms, and 100
dollars for ewes  In 1810 the Merinos arvived at
the elimax of public favor. In this yoar, at another
pablic auction sale, raws commanded nearly 300
doilars per head. > One full-mouthed Negiette wus
sold for over 800 dollars, and unother for nearly
700.”

A Merino Society was instituted in the following
vear, at the bead of which wus placed Sir Joseph
Banks, with fitty-four Vice Presidemes, and l.cal
committers were established in every county in Eng-
land, Scotland, Irelaud, and Waules.

Mr. Youatt observes —* No more striking instance
can be produced of the fallacy of human expecta-
tions and judgument, than the establishment ot this
society.  I'rom this period 1s to be dated the 1apid
decuy of the derinos in public estimation.’  Atter
a passing tribute ot just praise to the breed, he pro-
ceeds to ray, * In Great Britain, ueverthelsy, where
the system of artifieial feeding is carried to
such grear perfection—where the sheep is so early
and so profitablly brought to the market—that breed ,
however it may ultimately increase the value of tbe
woul, can tever se adopted, which is deficient, as the
Mcrinos undentably are, in the prine ple of carly ma-
turity. and general propensity to fatten.”’

Other reasous 1or the abandorment of the Mcrinos
are given by Mr. Plint, a distinguishcd agricu tusist.
He says— 1 ulways thought the speculation of cul-
tivating the Merinos a decidedly foolish and unprofit-
able one.  We can consume all the coarse, wuul we
grow. and more il we could get it; and taking car-
case and weight of wool together, the lovg wouled
sheep 1s more profitable by far thun the Merino. Be-
sies, if' the English breeds were to any coustderable
extent superseded by the Merinos, the price of thut
wool would fall, and long weols would rise ; and the
advantage ol growing filue wooul, ou account
of its hugh price, would slip through the fingers
of 1the agriculturist. If we could grow wore
of both kinds, well and good; but in preseut
circuwmstances, a profit by fureign woul is as guod as
a piolit by fine wool, aud we can ouly have vue 5 and
it is”the part of wisdum to take that which is easiest
(L3119
“"The above are the substantial reasons for the
dowufall of the Merinos in gieat Brituiu, and not al-
togetler, as many have supposed, from the humidity
of the climate. Long after their intivductivy, the
wool of the Merin- s was caiefully compared with the
best sawples of pure Spanish. and no deterioration
was perceptible. A dry climate i3 best suited to the
Merino, but many years would elapse before a humid
oue, witbout other causes, wounld produce auy cssen-
tial ¢hange in the preperties of its fleeces, High
feediug is altogether a more potent cause of deterio-
ration,




