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teaching, then,is based upon the fact
that the disposttions, or impulses of the
nsind are accessible in early life to train-
ning, and as the negleet of these leads
iavariably to grave errors, the eooner
we begin this education judiciously the
better. Precept, although full of im-
portance, will not always protect the
young from evilexample, which operates
in n contrary direction, it therefore be-
comes important ‘o add something to
strengthen the precept, and that we find
in good moral and religious trainng,
which forms the stcond prominent fea-
ture in every well conducted Infant’s
School. As far as intellectual training
is concerned, onc of the first faculties of
themind brought into play is perception,
or that.power of the think'ng part of our
being by which cognizanceis taken of ob-
Jjects presented to thesenses. By theaid
of the senses we ascertain the shape, cul-
our, size, ete., of objecte, and it is the
training of the judgmentyin making use
of these senges that constitutes one greab
feature ofour infant system.

The third part has reference to the
physical training of the child, and as
this forms so obvious a portion of the
daily routiae of the school, T need not
take up much of your time in speaking
of it. Nature herself has happily pro-
vided for the maintenance of this part
of education by implanting in the child
an intense desire to keep constantly in
motion. Its cariosity 1s unhounded.
We, who have reached an age that has
allowed us much past time to inspect
the nature, gualities, and uses of most
of the ohjects daily presented to our no-
tice, pass with indifference thousands of

. things that meet us in our daily path,
but the young child just beginning to
notice the ohjects that meet him at eve-
ry step, has an untried field before him ;
curious apphances meet him at every
step ; the simple upening of the lid of
a box isan unsolved mystery over which
he spends a long five minutes: and a
news toy presents to his view, combma-
tions of colours, newness of form, and a
variety of beauties, which ahsorb all
hisattention. These keep him constant-
ly in motion ; and under proper train-
mg the physieal development of the
limbs proceeds with daily accessions
of strengzth and freeness of inotion.

Tt appears then that the traning of
the infant can be divided into threo
parts:

1st. Religious training ;—2ud Mental
training ; and 3rd, Physical tra aing.

RELIGIOUS TRAINING.

In this part of o teacher’s duty the
first care should be to lay an early foun-
dation for the love of God, with such
illustrations of his goodness as present
themselves to the child in daily life.
His goodness and merey in supplying
our daily food—in clothing the bgasts
of the field—in sending the sun to ripen
the corn, and to give us light ; and the
rain from heaven to water the carth—
all these things should be brought for-
ward to confirm our statements; and
where opportunities admit, texts of serip-
ture, of & suitable nature, should be ad-
ded. ~

MENTAL TRAINING.

The mental training, or the devclop-
ing of the mental faculties, of which
perception is the earliest and most im-

ortant, demand much care and study.
ts object is to enable the child in its
enquiry after truth to arrive ab just
conclusions. Another great purposeans-
wered by this important part ol the m-
fant teacher's labour isto excite in the
child a disposition to investigate every
object that comes before its eyes in such
a manner, that in its eearch after know-
ledge, it may be led to take u rvad that
will lead to a successful result. This
canbe best earried out by lessuns on ob-
Jjects that are calculated to arrest the at-
tention of the infant mind.

It must not however hesuppnsed that
this has reference only to those ohjects
which are occasionally seen arransed on
the shelves of Infants’ Schouls ; very
often covered with dust, and used mercly
as ornuments.  Almost everything of
portable nature may be brought under
the notice of a class of infunts, A sim-

Ie leaf from a neighbouring tre: may
afford a subjeet for a gallery lesson  re-
plete wich focd to strengthen the expand-
ing mind. An apple, or u pear, ora
beautifal cherry with its ruddy hue,
may excite the enthusiastic feacher to es-
ert his cloquence to win the attention
of his listening flock, and to pour in-
struction into theready ear. The qual-
ities of ahjects, their differencesof furm,
the suriaces of objects, the length,
breadth and depth of common things,
may all be invested with interest, and act
the useful part.



