SIR JOHN PRINGLE’s DISCOURSE,

T HESE, Gentremen, are the reflections I had to lay be-
fore you on this interefting fubjeéy ; and if I have encroached
on your time, you will recolle& that much of my difcourfe
hath been employed in explaining fome things but juft men-
tioned by Captain Cook, and in adding other materials, which
I had procured partly from himfelf, and partly, after his de-
parture, from thofe intelligent friends he aHudes to in his
Paper. This was my plan; which, as I have now executed,
you will pleafe to return your thanks to thofe gentlemen,
who, on your account, fo cheerfully communicated o me
their obfervations.

Astoyoutacknowledgments to Captain Cook, and your high
opinion of his deferts, you will beft teftify them by the ho-
nourable diftin¢tion fuggefted by your Council, in prefenting
him with this medal: for I need not gather your fuffrages,
fince the attention with which you have favoured me hath
abundantly exprefled your approbation. My fatisfaltion
therefore had bcen complete, had he himfelf been prefen-
to receive the honours you now confer upon him. But you
are apprized that our brave and indefatigable Brother is at
this inftant far removed from us, anticipating, I may fay, your
wonted requeft on thefe occafions, by continuing his labours
for the advancement of Natural Knowledge, and for the ho.
nour of this Society: as you may be aflured, thar the object
of his new enterprize is not lefs great, perhaps ftill greater
than either of the former.

Allow me then, GENTLEMEN, to deliver this medal, witl
his unperithing name engraven upon it, into the hands of
one who will be happy to receive that truft, and to know that
this refpectable Body never more cordially nor more merito-

rioully




