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to any other penon in the fiiU enjoymeiit of his aenaes, whom yoa see here,

nice it is the general topic Of oonverBation ; hat, M yoa m.m to reqaite sn
aanrer from me Murtioularly, you' shall.havej^ .My rismark referred to the

•bsoioe of the. officer in diuge of the eon-hoat from the station plotted, to

him, at a moment when an amedTesscuf of the enemy is in sight Lithis ib»

fte^ or is it not?"

I

^ By which remark," returned the other, " yon woald imply that said officer

is citlier gailty of gross neglect or—^'

;., "I draw no inferences, Mr. Qrantham, hot even if I did, I shoald he more
f borne oat by drcamstanoes than yon imagine."

" It is piam you woold insinuate that mj brother shuns the enemy, Oi^tain

Molineax—You shall answer to me for this insult sir."

y. " As yoa ploase, Mr. <}rantham, but on one oondition only."
" Name i^ mr, name it" said the young officer quickly.

.

' "That it is satis&etorily proved your wother hM not shunned the enemy."
^tter foelings swelled the heart oi the enthumastio Qrantham, as nooon-

adomkj touching the hilt of his sword, he replied : " If your hope of avoidimofr
,^nti on this, sir, it will be found to han^ upon a very thread indeed."

The attrition of the group where this unpleasant scene had occurred, and
indeed of all parties, was now diverted by the suddta ^^pearanoe of the
^wKftrif».n boat, as, shooting past the head of the island, which had hitherto

^oonoealed her from the view of the assembled crowds, her roars and white

. nils becamb visible in the fiur distance. A slight and mvorable breeze, blow-
ing cff the shore which she still closely hugged, had now appirentty sprang
np, and, spreading all her canvass, she was evidenUy making every effort to

> g^ bevond the reach of the battery (whither Lieutenant mymond had re-

:. tamed), under whose range she was unavoidably impelled by the very wind
that favored her advance. Owing to some temporary difficulty, the gua-bo^t
just ordered by the commodore to follow in pursuit, was longer than suited

ue emergency m getting under way, and when she had succeed in so doiqg,

nearly half an hour elapsed before, owing to the utter absence of wind, as
well as the rapidity of uie current, ehe could be brought by the aid of her
long and cumbrous sweeps to clear the head of the island. The American,
now discovered to have a small detachment of troops on board, had by this
time succeeded in getting out of the range of a fire, which although well
directed had proved harmless, aiid, ^ng every exertion of oar and sad, bade
lair, favored as she was by the breeze which reached not the canvass of her
enemy, to effect her escape.

Oonoem sat on everr brow, and was variously expressed—loud yells mark-
ing the fierce disappointment of the Indians, and undisguised murmurs thiat

of the more u^pUned troops. Ooupled with this feeling, among the officers

at least naturally arose the recollection of him to whose apparent negleot
this escape of the enemy «vas to be attributed, ui^til at length the conduct 6t
lieutenant Qrantham was canvassed generally, and with a freedom little in-

ferior to that which, falling firom the lips of Captain Molinex, had so pained
his sensitive brother—with this difference, however, that in thin instance they
9)nre the candidly expressed opinions of men arraigning the conduct of one of
^eir fellows apparentiy guilty of a gross dereliction from duty, and not, as in
in the former they had seemed to be, with any ungenerous allusion to his
fidelity.

Warmly, and therefore audibly, commented on as was the unaccountable
absence of the officer, by individuals of alnost every rank, it was impossible
that many of those observations could escape the attention of the'excited
Henry Qrantham. Mortified beyond measure at the fact, yet unable, as he
had done before, to stand forth tiie champion of his brother's hone, where
all (with a very few exceptions, among whom he had the consolation to find
the general) were united m opinion against him, his situation was most pain-
fhl. Not that he entertained the remotest doubt of his brother bearing nim-
elf harmlessly throogh the ordeal, but that his generous, yet haughty spirit,


