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Juct that nig-ht evidently denoted to be superior even to

tlie interests of her race. Moreover, as he had approached

tlic encampment unnoticed while the chiefs w^cre yet

awake to every thing around them, how little probability

was there of his return being detected while all lay

wrapped in the most profound repose. It is true that, for

a moment, his confidence deserted him as he recurred to

the earnest dialogue of the two Indians, and tlie sudden

display of the rope and boot, the latter of which articles

lie had at once recognised to be one of those he had so

rciciilly worn ; but his apprehensions on that score were

\\<rm sj)ecdily set to rest, when he reflected, had any

suspicion existed in the minds of these men that an

enemy was lurking near them, a general alarm would

hivi' been spread, and hundreds of vt'arriors despatched

to Hcour the forest.

The night was now rapidly waning away, and already

lliccold damp air of an autumnal morning was beginning

to make itself felt. More th.in half an hour had elapsed

siiiw! the departure of Ponteac and his companion, and

vdOncanasta came not. With a sense of the a],»proach

III' (lay came new and discouraging thought -i, -^nd, for

HiiiK' niiiiuti's, the mind of the young oflicer became

idriticd with horror, as ho reflected on the bare possi-

liility of his escape being intercei)tcd. The more he lin-

jered on this apjirehension, the more bewildered were

liis ideas; and already in horrible perspective?, he l)eheld

tluMlt'slriiction of his nearest and dearest friends, and the

M of those who were hund)ler followers, and partake ^

111 the same destiny. Absolutely terrified with the niis-

I'ivinps of his own heart, he, in the wildness and uneon-

ni'li'dness of his purpose, now resolved to make the af-

''iupt to return alone, although he knew not even the
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