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INTRODUCTION.

In point of length and general diffusion, the most important of the
»Ugepnds current among the Carrier Indians is that which records the
m4ntures and many dçeds of 3stas, their national culture hero. But

cannot be described as a Carrier legend : it is merely a Carrier version
-à a myth which is the original property of the Pacific Coast Indians.

=Mrrig some details due mainly to local colouring, its chief incidents ar
entical, and its hero is but a counterfeit of the Yetl of the Clingit, the
i$ Ikil-stlas of the Haida and the Kaneakeluh of the Kwakwiutl. Hence,

my studies have so far had for objective the distinctive traits of
Déné life and the morphology of the Déné languages,I do not

g- *knowledge myself open to the charge- of negligence in not having, to
is day, collected more than fragments of that story.

.It were tedious, as well as unprofitable, to repeat here what I havesaid

la my former essays of the mixed.origin of the Carrier sociology and

sythology'. It must suffice -to remark that bêtter opportunities se

investigations have not changed 'by the length of one iota-m
' that respect. Even one of the three legends which I noi

uce to the lovers of folk-'ore, the second, bas but a dubiously

orign., 3 find no equivalent of it in the collection of the " Tra-

ixdienes du Canada Nord-Ouest" published in,r888 by the Abbé
titot*. Yet its details and intrinsic features would seem gmnuinely

lit

cception of tht .third, which is widely diffu*td anang
tribo none of them has, in the eyes of besOves,#*y
ragept If I single therm out among th wich I
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