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HIM DOCTOR’S lartment, and Mr. itanton bad tore- 
stalled any action on the part of Mr. 
Lincoln in the doomed man’s favor.

When the woman bad recovered she 
begged so hard that the president would 
hear her side of the story that be final­
ly consented to do so. “If you really 
come here for justice,” he said, sitting 
down beside her, “you shall have itt 
and it will make me happy to give it, 
but if you merely wish to work on my 
sympathies in order to blind me to my 
duty you will make me miserable with­
out making yourself less miserable.”

"God bless you, Mr. President !” was 
the reply. “I only ask that you will 
hear what I have to say, and if you 
can be convinced my story is true that 
you will interpose in my son’s behalf.”

The widow then told Mr. Lincoln the 
story as it has been told here. When 
she had finished Mr. Lincoln said to 
her:

"You may go now, madam, with a 
good heart. I promise you that pro­
ceedings shall be stayed and that you 
shall have an opportunity to prove the 
truth of your statement. If you do so 
you have nothing to fear.”

The president repressed the expres­
sions of gratitude of the woman he had 
made happy, interrupting her to say 
that he was only doing his duty, and 
she went out weeping tears of relief 
and joy.

Arthur Atwater was preparing him­
self to meet his fate when a telegram 
was received by him that his execu­
tion had been ordered delayed by the 
president for an investigation of his 
case. His mother made good her state­
ment, and he was returned to duty. 
His life was saved by the appeal of 
his mother to one who mingled a kind­
ly nature with a sense of justice.

There is no record at hand of what 
the secretary of war' said when it was 
announced to him that a stay had 
been granted In the case of Private 
Arthur Atwater. It is quite likely, 
however, that he frowned and mut­
tered, “Another case of chicken heart­
edness on the part of the president"

There is a sequel to the story which 
gives it a fitting ending. When the 
truth came out that the officer to 
whom Arthur had applied for leave 
bad in face of the evidence at hand 
accused the boy of cowardice and had 
called his mother a scheming rebel, 
the captain was taken to task by his 
colonel, who preferred charges against 
him. While the case was pending the 
captain got on a spree and while drunk 
was thrown from his horse and killed.

If Mr. Lincoln’s tender heartedness 
was a weakness it was not the kind 
of a weakness that hjs lieutenants in 
the big war attributed to him. It was 
not the kind of a weakness that leads ' 
one to do an Injustice for fear of dis­
pleasing some one. Mr. Lincoln him­
self said:

“I do not mind crossing or even de­
fying the whole world when I can do 
eo as a champion for the wronged. In 
that case I feel as if I had the strength 
of a giant No, my cowardice comes in 
when I allow my sense of humanity 
to obscure my sense of duty. Then I 
im a veritable coward and only bold 
myself together by the thought that 
much will be forgiven a man in doubt 
who errs on the side of mercy.”

And yet with an this tender hearted, 
less and his modesty in giving his or­
ders Mr. Lincoln held the rudder of 
the ship of state in his own hand for 
ihe whole period of Ms incumbency-
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Jellies have 
high food value

Make as many as you can. 
They will be worth a great 
deal to you next winter.

President Lincoln is admired and re­
spected for his handtin^of the ship 
of state during that four years’ storm 
of war when he so often kept her 
from going on the rocks. To this ad­
miration and respect is added an af­
fection begotten of his tender heart, 
especially as evinced in his sympathy 
for those unfortunates who were for 
one cause or another condemned to die.

The following is one of those many 
instances wherein Mr. Lincoln Inter­
fered to save the life of a deserter, 
and happily In this case It was he and 
not a court martial who did justice to 
the delinquent The family name of 
the parties concerned In the narrative 
is not at hand, therefore for conven­
ience an assumed name will be used. 
But the story Is none the less an 
actual happening, nothing having been 
added or taken away.

Shortly before the stirring days of 
1801 John Atwater and his wife were 
living happily together, interested In 
the education of their two sons, John 
and Arthur. The boys ha<f arrived at 
that age when they most needed a fa­
ther’s guidance—that Is, they were In 
their teens—and the parents were look­
ing forward for them to an honorable 
career. Then the father died, leaving 
his widow to shoulder all the respon­
sibility for the completion of their ed­
ucation and giving them a start In 
life. They resided in the east.

It seemed Impossible under the cir­
cumstances to keep the family togeth­
er. An uncle In Missouri offered to 
take one of the boys and do what he 
could to pave the way for him to make 
a living. It was deemed best to ac­
cept thla offer, and the older son was 
sent to Missouri. Another uncle, a 
brother of Mrs. Atwater, offered to 
take the younger son and release his 
mother of the responsibility ofe finding 
employment for him. It was a sad 
parting between the mother and her 
two boys, especially since one of them 
was to go so far away. But the plucky 
woman, considering the interest of her 
eons rather than her own desire to 
tGve them with her, consented to the 
separation.

This dividing of the family tamed 
ont very unfortunately. The war be­
tween the states came on not long 
after John Atwater reached his new 
home. Missouri was a slave state and 
bad largely been settled by southern 
people. The sympathies of the Inhab­
itants were largely with the south, and 
a vigorous attempt was made to hold 
the state to the Confederacy. Those 
who were in favor of the north were 
either compelled to leave for Federal 
territory or take sides with the Con­
federates. This resulted In Atwater’s 
being forced, against his inclinations. 
Into the Confederate ranks.

There was a big fight between Féd­
érais and Confederates, the one en­
deavoring to carry the state ont of the 
Union, the other to retain possession 
of it Both sides raised troops, and a 
number of battles were fought, result­
ing Çnally in victory for the Unionists, 
which was to have been expected, for 
Missouri is geographically considered 
a northern state. In one of the bat­
tles John Atwater was severely wound­
ed and was taken to the home of his 
uncle. His mother, being Informed of 
his condition, went to him and nursed 
him back to health and strength. Mrs. 
Atwater’s sympathies being with tlie 
Union, she used her influence to per­
suade him to go to her brother in Bos­
ton, with whom Arthur had been be­
fore joining the northern army. In 
this she succeeded.

These efforts were too much for a 
delicate woman, and Mrs. Atwater’s 
health broke down under them. Suf­
fering from a fever, she was delirious. 
During this delirium she was constant­
ly calling upon her younger son, Ar­
thur, to come to her.

Arthur was at that time serving 
with his regiment in the Federal army 
at the front Mrs. Atwater’s neigh­
bors, pitying the poor woman’s dis-' 
tress and thinking that her life might 
depend upon seeing her son, sent word 
to him to come to her at once.

When the message reached Arthur 
he applied to his captain for leave 
to go.

“Leave of absence!” sneered the 
captain. “You ask for leave of ab­
sence in face of the enemy and on the 
eve of a battle? What you want is to 
skulk away and avoid a fight"

Stung to the quick, the boy replied:
“Here is a letter saying that my 

■otterJs. dying and galling on me to

come to her.”
“Your mother is a scheming rebel 

and Is trying to get you away from 
the post of duty.”

“You lie."
*You gave me the lie! That’s mo- 

tiny. . I’ll attend to your case. Go to 
the guard tent”

The captain reported that Private At 
water had been Insolent to him, and 
Arthur knew that he would be tried 
for mutiny. Night came on, and while 
under arrest he thought of his dying 
mother, who was calling on him to 
come to her. The strain was more
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Fall lair Dates—1917Internally and Externally it is Good.— 
The crowning property of Dr. Thomas’ 
Eclectric Oil is that it can be used inter­
nally for many complaints as well as 
externally. , For sore throat, croup, 
whooping cough, pains in the chest, colic 
and many kindred ailments it has cur­
ative qualities that are unsurpassed. A 
bottle of it costs little and there is no 
loss in always having it at hand. m

If you keep chickens in a small run be 
sure and give them plenty pf green food.

Pour a little vinegar over fresh fish 
before boiling it and it is not as likely to 
break.
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Sept 17-18
The following beautiful lines appeared 

in a recent issue of the Fort William 
Times-Journal from the pen of “Gay 
Page,” well known to many of our read­
ers as Mrs. J. M. Sherk :—
Prom far Pacific ocean waves that lave 

Columbia’s shore,
To Nova Scotia’s rugged coast resounded, 

as of yore,
The lusty cheer the world might hear as 

men went marches by,
Till wounded warriors staggered home to 

tell how brave men die.
JNTo sound of trumpet echoed the burden 

of their tale,
But broken soldiers proudly flung its 

glories to the gale,
.And o’er Canadian mountains and from 

prairies of the west,
Prom roses and from shamrocks, from 

the thistle’s hardy breast,
Prom fleur-de-lis and maple, faithful to 

the sacred soil,
Came a cry to those who guarded treas­

ured blessings by their toil—
•‘Leave the plowshare and the harrow !

Brain and brawn must bend to yield 
Oreater harvest for the Empire on the 

blood-red battlefield.”
Then, indeed, a sound like thunder rose 

from river, lake and plains,
True and clear as blood that courses 

through the bold Canadian veins, 1 
Por to more than sound of battle did the 

banners beckon now— 
pleur-de lis, aud rose and shamrock, 

maple leaf and thistle, bow 
*As the sword of Freedom knights them 

champions of the King above,
Who hath given to their keeping peace 

and joy tor those they love,
JNow the blessed word of Angela , shall 

the sword of Empire bear,
«And the cross and crown and flow’rets 

laud the King in praise and prayer.
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Grease the cup in which you measure 

molasses and every drop of molasses will 
come out.
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“Let Redpath Sweeten it.” 6
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