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Commission Receives Valuable
information from Practi-
cal Men.

o evidence taken by the royal com-
mission yesterday was more varied than
on previous days.

The finst witness, Mr. James Grant,
¢ Thomas & Grant, merchant tailors,

ave a statement of conditions ten years
a0, when the union of tailors had 130
members, 90 of whom were men and
40 were women. He gave an estimate
of yearly earnings then as $75,200 per
men at $18 per week, and $39,000 for
the women at $10 per week. Appren-
ticeship for white tailors averaged from
four to seven years. ;

At that time there were 18 tailor shops
There was then in the city a Chinaman,
Wah Hope, manufacturer, for wholesale
houses. About 1891 he commenced mak-
ing clothing fo measure, partially for
wholesale trade and_partially for retail
cusomers, employing ‘four hands. He
was then the only Chinese in the business
On March 13th, Wednesday of this
week, there had been made a count of
white journeymen tailors employed in
the city. The total was 21. They also
counted the tailoresses, who numbered
30. This did not include manufactur-
ers. 'The men now engaged in  the
trade average about $12 per week and
the women $6 per week. Twenty-one
ment at $12 would earn $13,104 per year
30 tailoresses at $6 per week would earn

360 per year or $22,464 total gross
earnings. Ieaving out increase of pop-
ulation this shows a decrease of 54 men
and 435 women, which would mean a loss
of population averaging 3 per head of
207 1 The decrease in wages paid
was $86,730 per year. At the present
time the statement of Chinese employed
was limited for the evidence yesterday
showed the difficulty of getting a correct
number employed on account of the ob-
jection to paying taxes. He gave a list
p a total of 54 Chinese employed

went on to say that the mak-

thes cost about the same all

ng the white tailors, the aver-

) to $15 per suit. The Chi-

much lower. He would

produce witness later to give details as
to cost of Chinese work. As to hours
of work the white tailors worked 9
howrs per day and 6 days per week. He
had been in Chinatown at all hours of
the day and night and they were always
working. Wiiness resented the insinua-
tion that white merchant tailors sent
work to be done by Chinese tailors. For
his firm he could say they employed no
Chinese, and so far as he had heard no
one else in the trade did. They had once
offered $500 to anyome who could prove
that white merchants tailors sent: work
to Chinese, but no one had ever come
forward to try for the ®reward.
would bring evidence later to prove that
Chinese spread the rumor with the evi-

dent intent to throw the insinuation that

people might as well buy direct from the
Chinese if Chinese were going to do the
work.

Witness said that the merchant tailors
of the city could do three times the bus-
iness at little increased expense if they
had no Chinese competition.

As to the wholesale trade he said there
were two wholesale firms in the city
who allowed customers to select cloth
for a suit and then the work was given
out to Chinese to make up. He would
bring a witness who when out of work

once had applied to a wholesale house in
the city and was told he couldn’t work
for the rate they were getting it done.
The man said he would be glad to try,
but when the rate was told him he would
not attempt it.

Witness then detailed the experience
of his firm in wholesale manufacturing.
They put in éxpensive machinery and
made contracts with the wholesale hous-
es, and at rates at whigh they could
make money and that was® the rate the
Chinese had” been getting. They were
also told that they would have prefer-
ence ‘over the Chinese. They got paid
in cash also while the Chinese had tak-
en trade. They at first got $6.50 per
dozen for ready-made pants, and the
Chinese then offered to do the work at
$5.50. Witness’ firm was offered the
preference at that rate and in the end it
came down to $4.50 per dozen, at which
rate they could not compete. and in the
end went out of business. The employ-
tes were not skilled tailors and tailor-
esses.  They were all white women and
girls, and° the wages were from
816 for learners to $40 or $45
for experienced hands. They had
employed some 40 hands. Before clos-
Ing up that branch of the business
they allowed the hands te try piece work
giving them everything they were re-
ceiving and those whom they were pay-
ing $1.00 per dozen, could make 40¢. On
every other article manufactured the ex-
Perience was the same, commencing at
the price then paid the Chinese, the price
went down twntil they met with loss and
they ceased manufacturing.

VWitness got $18 per week in 1891,
Since then wages had declined until now.,
By the piece journeymen could now
nake about $15 per week, but he cannot
®et steady work, becanse of lack of pat-
ronage to white tailors. Work sent out
by the piece was paid for in 1891 mnch
higher than now. ‘There was a falling
off in price of 25 per cent. and over. Chi-
hese had come to his shop offering to
make coats for §4. The price to white
labor started at 6,
had come down in Victoria, Nanaimo and
Seattle maintain the old prices, He did
Imt‘knmy of any Chinese tailors employ-
ed in Nanaimo. There were some in

Sé‘]fltﬂe but not to the same extent ‘as
=

To Commissioner Munn he said he
was well acquainted with the state of
trade in tailoring through the province.
As to the Fit-Reform association, it did
not interfere with the tailoring trade
any more than other ready made. He
l‘.lmnzht Fit-Reform and ofher good clas-
ses of readv made clothing superior to
2y that Chinese turned out. He ans-
Wered Commissioner Munn on matters
of apprenticeship.  He had learned his
trade in Secotland, and there the custom
Was to teach all parts of the trade. Here
a learner took up the part of the trade
ey chose. They discournged . those:
who npp]_lod to learn the trade, as con-

ons did not warrant recommending
1s desirable to learn. They advised
vs who applied to them not to learn,
r‘)‘l ri(‘{mlmi&cionor Folev. he said if no

o 0k were put on the Chinese, he and

mrs would be forced out of bnsiness,
.. To President Clute, witness said when
'1:1'-" non “existed in 1891 there was a
Union scale of wages. - The weakening
I their numbers had broken up the ur-

‘While - prices

bos

He'

ticians, he knew very well what was

&aged: in the.eity about 1800, and had

missioners at the afternoon session with .
respect to the number of Japanese en-

anese tailoring firms in the city, he said,
employing seven each, and a number of;
Japanese were employed by Chinese tai-
lors. The effect of the Japanese and
Chinese races coming together would be
to lower wages and prices still further,
The Japanese conform to customs of
the white race as to dress and on the
street, but they would be just as injuri-
ous as Chinese. ‘They were a little
more inclined to deal with white men
than Chinese. If Chinese were prohibit-
ed and Japanese admitted, it would
make it equally as unpleasant as if the
{Chinese were admitted and Japanese
excluded. He favored exclusion of Jap-
anese as well as Chinese on the ground
of their injury to the working class.

President Clute took occasion to refer
to three freaties of the United States re-
specting Chinese. The first one, in 1868,
admitted Chinese to the United States,
That of 1880 provided discretionary
power, agreed to by the Chinese gov-
ernment, allowing the United States
government to limit Chinese immigra-
tion when it became a detriment. The
treaty of 1894 provided that for ten
years the coming of Chinese laborers to
the United States should be abeolutely
prohibited. The treaty between Great
Britain and China provided that Chi-
nese subjects were at perfect liberty to
go to British dominions.

Mr. Clive Phillipps-Wolley, formerly
provincial sanitary inspector, found it
was largely the 'Chinese who were re-
sponsible for samitary trouble. The wit-
ness described sanitary regulations
which he was sent to the coal mining
distri¢cts by Dr. Davie to bring about,
providing of pure water supply, the de-
stuction of all sewage matter, and also
for the prevention of the spread of dis-
ease. 'He described the condition of the
Chinese in his experience as “more fil-
thy than it was possible to believe hu-
man beings could make it.” He de-
scribed one instance of the unclean and
over-crowded quarters occupied by Chi-
nese, and said in his experience this was
a fair example of the general condition.
He had never yet seen a Chinese habi-
tation fit for human beings to occupy.
Their sleeping quarters he described as
a board and a blanket, and not roonr to
turn round.

As to the possibility of assimilation, he
did not see any indications of it. He
hoped such would never occur, for he
did not believe we should allow the de-
terioration of the Anglo-Saxon race by
mixing with the Chinese. He did not
think it was at all likely the two races
would mix, as they were so dissimilar.
To begin with, the Chinese looked down
on the white race. Chinese servants
never treated white women with pro-
per respect. As to the desirability of
allowing immigration of Chinese with a
view to building up a new race, the wit-
ness emphatieally said: “We d_on’t want
them.,” He described an epidemic of
typhoid at Rossland which had occurred
in his official experience, and which he
had traced to ‘Chinese direct. As to en-
forcing sanitary regulations, he found
they simply would not do anything they
were told 1n that respect. He had poth-
ing to do with the inspection of Chinese
quarters in the larger cities in the pro-
vince. Their presence was a menace
to health, he considered. ‘The habit of
‘Chinese laundrymen blowing = water
from their mouths on the linen they
were ironing was an excellent way of
spreading tuberculosis, as Chinese were
very subject to it, and physicians would
say that from the mouth was the most
dangerous means of spreading tubercu-
losis infection. In preparing bread,
Chinese servants spewed water over it
from the mouth also. He spoke in the
strongest terms of the filthy habits of
Chinkse gardeners, and that their
methods gave them an advantage white
gardeners could mot compete with,  He
c«;gidered the Chinese as unspeakably

y.

To Mr. Bradburn, he said he consid-
ered the Chinaman a whited sepulchre,
clean without, but beastly dirty within.
He would not call the Chinese as clean
as the Indians. Respecting the honesty
of Chinese and their length of service,
he knew that a Chinaman who had been
many years in one place, was found to
be the biggest thief in the country. He
did not consider the -Chinaman less
criminal than other eclasses. He had
not known of any epidemic arising from
clothing -wasbed in Chinese laundries.

Regarding ‘Japanese, he said he pre-
ferred them to Chinese, as they became

men. He objected to them as well as to
Chinese coming into the country. The
Japanese he had seen were mostly em-
ployed on the farms. ' Two might pos-
sibly do as much as a white man, if
they were watched well enough. He did
not know of their habits in cities.

To Mr, Munn, he said he preferred
Japanese, as they patronized white
merchants, and imitated white ways. He
would say without actually - knowing
trade, he would fancy they were a
greater menace than Chinese,

Mr. Munn suggested that Capt. Wol-
ley ‘was competent to discuss means of
improving existing treaties. Capt. Wol-
ley said that “like many would-be poli-

wrong, but did not know just how to
set it right.” g

There were but two things to do, eith-
er admit the Chinese snd Japanese
freely and place them on their basis as
eoolies, ‘and pay-.them. coolie wages, or
else exclude them altogether. He would
deplore the free importation of coolies,
but at present the numbers were mere-
ly enough to place them in competition
with “white 'labor. N : :
From an Imperial point of view, Capt.
Wolley said he considered if it was es-
sential to sacrifice a part of the Empire i
for the good of the whole, it was thel
duty of citizens to do’'so. British. Colum:
bia had shown its loyalty sufficiently,
It was first essential to show that sac-
rifice was necessary. v

Mr. Logg; a journéyman tailor, then ;
gave his evidence. He had been en-

been here about 2 years. His average
wages, then were $20 per week, by the
week, and '$25 per: week' by piece. He
had .all 'he could .do. ere were . at
least 90 men then employed in the trade
and the union had about
women included, ;
@ said as far as they could gather,
the wages for men were about $12 por
week, ‘and $6 pér week for women. The
Chinese came into competition by tak-

130 members, |

ing for wages white men could not com-
pete. The continuance of present con-
ditions would drive Him out of the city

and country, as it had others. His pre-

from

ing away . almost all the trade, work-|b

Mr. Grant was examined by the com-! Petition unless the Chinese and Japan-

ese were driven ‘out. As to the effect

on peaceful relation of the white with
gaged in tailoring. There were two Jap-! th;—‘ Orientals, he said unless legislators

paid heed to the requests and demands
of laboring people, it was
come, that if they could not get justice
by peaceful means, they would be ‘driven

to use force, as they had in getting re-

sponsible government. He knew -of no
industry brought into existence by the
preence of Chinese, The effect on
white immigration would be to cheek it.
At preseut the supply of labor in his
trade was too lurge. He had never
secu any mnecessity from shortage of la-
bor, which.would warrant the importa-
tion of Chincse. Should any consider-
able sudden demand arise, labor could
be got from other places in a short time.

To Mr. Chas. Wilson, witness said
an average number of white tailors
were married, but he understood the
iChinese had no wives here. As to con-
ditions in Nanaimo, they had a class of
citizens .there 'who would not patronize
Chinamen under any circumstances, but
he was sorry to say that in Victoria
there was a class of people who seemed
to prefer patronizing Chinamen; in oth-
er words, Nanaimo citizens preferred to
trade under fair conditions, He gave
particulars of cost of living for white
men,

Mr, Grant asked some particnlars as
to prices prevailing here ten ‘years ago.
'Witness gave answer respecting certain
coats which he used to receive $11 or
$12 for making, present prices being
$7. At the request of Mr. Grant, wit-
ness put in as exhibit the present hills,
of wages in force in Nanaimo and Se-
attle. - Respecting ladies’ tailoring, wit-
ness said the shop he was in did that
class of work, and if that work were
not done the number e¢mployed would be
cut down to half. Chinese and Japan-
ese were in this line also.

Mr. Logg, before wetiring, volunteer-
ed a statement to the effect that while
at the morning session, an attempt had
been made to have it -appear that some
cause other thapn Chinese or Japanese
had affected the tailoring trade. He
could say they had not the competition
from Eastern tailors that existed in
1890.

John Leonard gave evidence as to the
monthly cost of lodging a Chinaman.
He detailed a conversation with a Chi-
nese vegetable peddler. The Chinese
had said he could make 75 cents per
day, and his cost of living was 10 or
12 cents per day, which included food
and lodging, the latter he rated at $1
per month. He gave an instance of a
young Japanese working for him who
paid $1 per month for his lodging at the
Japanese mission.

To Mr. Clute, witness said he paid $4
per month to this Japanese for wages,
and gave him his board also.

Tim Kee, the first Chinese witness
called, described himself as a tailor and
employment agent. - This year he had
but two employees. Last year he had
five, and the highest he ever employed
was six. 'He made ordinary suits,
working clothes, Chinese clothes, but no
ladies’ “tailoring.  He did not do first-
class tailoring. His shop was 25x50
feet. 'His building was two stories high.
He lived upstairs. The * employees
boarded and lodged with him. e paid
$25, $30 and $35 per month wages. One
of hi§ present employees had worked for
a year and a half. He had paid him
$25 for some six months, The other
man was paid $35 per month, and was
a skilled tailor. The men worked from
9 o’clock and worked until 8 o'clock at
night. They had dinner about 1 o’clock,
taking half an hour or so, and supper at
5 o'clock. He allowed the men an hour
at each meal. That would make 9
hours’ work each day. Sometimes, ‘if
they were “too busy, the men help out,
but net always.” ' He was from Can-
ton, as were his men. He was born in
California and came here 23 years azo.
He did not charge his men anything for
board. That was given in addition to
the monthly wage. He would charge
$10 per month to anyone wanting to
board with him. He charged $8 for the
cheapest coat; a cheap suit would: be
$14. He charged up to $25 for better
suits,  The making of a $14 snit would
be about $8: a $20 suit, $10, and a $25
suit, $12. This would include linings,
ete.,, which he would provide. Chinese
tailors lodging out rented a room three
or four together, at a cost of $3 to $5
a month, and _lived together. Five
would be about the greatest number in
one room:. The rooms were about 8x12.
They sometimes did their own  cooking;
others boarded out. Bourding them-
selves, it would cost each about $8 per

more civilized and ‘more like the white -month, plain living. He now had seven

men in his house, friend and two beard-
ers, besides himself and his two work-
men and his cook. One of these board-
ers paid $10 per month for board and
lodging. For lodging alone $1.50 per
month was-the average charge.  Lodg-
ing was merely “bed rent.” They gave
a -lodger a bunk, and he supplied Lis
own clothes. A common laborer’s food
would cost about $7 per month. The
ftood would be rice, pork. chicken, tea;
sugar, - Chinese groceries, imported
from' China; also green vegetables. A
Chinese in poor circumstances would not
have much pork; chicken or Chinese
imported goods. He' might live for
$4 to $5.50. For rice alone it
would cost $2.40 to $2.50 per month,
which was the price of a2 mat of rice, A
working man would use a quarter of a
1at more in a month. ‘When not work-
imi they ate three meals per day as a
rule.

The witness was asked to be present
at 10 o'clock ' this merning. when his
evidence would be concluded.

——— O b
THE FISHERIES.

Vancouver, March = 15.—(Speaialj<-
The ‘delegation ‘from the Canners’ Asso-
ciation who interviewed. the British Co
Inmbia government in regard to the ad
ministration of fisheries in the province.
have returned to Vancouver, ' They re-
quest the government to wire the Dao-
nunion government to place the adminis-
tration of the salmom industry .in fhe
hands' of the British Columbia ‘authori-
ties, on the ground that Ottawa was to
far from the scene of operation to legis-
late ywisely in the interests of the prov-
ince in respect to this industry, ' They
further suggest.that the fee for fishing
licenses. be rendered, and that «the

jentiré ' amount of revenue derived ‘from

the inddstry be devoted to the build-
ing -of hatcheries, and that should’.the
administration be placed in the; han

of the province, that everything possible
will be done to enable the industry to
establish itself .on a- more satisfactory
asis than at present. The government
agreed withfhe suggestions of the de-

legated and placed themselves nt once in

comimunication with the federal author-

ities in regard to the 'question:of British

bound to

‘| local’ smelting, industry; and the result

ds|not only in the Orient, but when carried

The current issue of the Canadian
Mining Review contains the substance of
an interesting interview afforded by Mr.
Aldridge, of the Trail Creek“smelter, to
the editor of that periodical on the sub-
ject of “Freight and Treatment Charges
on B. C. Lead Ores.” According to this
authority an offer was made to the C. P,
R. by the United States smelters and
the Great Northern Railway in Decem-
ber, 1899, of certain freight and treat-
ment charges on lead ores, by which ar-
rangement the Canadlan lead mines re-
ceived from $5 to $10 per ton more for
his ‘ore than he had obtained during
that year. But before the close of 1800
conditions ' in ' the Unitéd States had
changed; the supply of lead ores had in-
creased, while the production of dry
ores had become proportionately less. TIn
consequence, theé American Smelter
Trust 'asked that the agreement which
they had proposed should be modified, '
and that they should receive a rehate on
the freight rate. is was refused by
the railway on the grounds that such a |
modification would merely benefit the |
Trust, and not the miner. A conference
was then suggested by the railway com-
bany, at which representatives of the
Smelters agreed to be present; but in.
stead of attending, they sent an agent
to the Slocan to circulate the report that
the Trust was in the market for Slocan
ores, but that it was unable to secure
satisfactory freight rates for the year

901. At a meeting of the Slocan mine

owners, the circumstance that freight
rates had been reduced to all points $1
per: ton, by both the C. P. R. and Great
Northern, was pointed out by the agent,
and he was asked whether he wag in g
Dosition ‘to offer the same treatment
charge: as last year. He answered not,
and upon being required to say whether
the smelters‘would quote any rate what-
soever, he replied in the negative. Short-
ly after the report had been circulated
by the ‘authorized agent of the United
States smelters that they were in the
market for Slocan ores, a prominent mine
owner of the Hast Kootenay country
wired direct to the vice-president of the
:—&meri_can Smelting & Refining Co., ask-
ing him for g treatment’ charge, apart
altogether from freight rates. The reply
reccived was to the effect that the Am-
erican Smelting & Refining Co. was not
now in the market for lead ores, but
that they might possibly be able to
handle some ore at the Omaha works,
A few days later this correspondence
was carried on further, with the result
that the East Kootenay mine owner
f:}iled absolutely to obtdin anything defi-
nite whatsoever from the ~ American
Smelting & Refining Co., and one of
their officers admitted informally that
they had been tricked by the Trust and
that it was now evident to them that
they did not intend to make any rates
on British Columbia ores. In other
words, Mr. Aldrich states that the play
of the American Smelting & Refining Co
was first to raise the refining charge to
Qanadian smelters to $4.00 per ton, be-
lieving by so doing that they would re-
move the competition of Canadian smel-
ters; secondly, that they would tempor-
arily withdraw from the British Colum-
bia lead market, thus leaving the Cana-
dian lead producers with practically no
market for their products. Considering,
the fact that the United States smelters
had been handling something over 50
jper cent. of the lead ores of the country,
it certainly. left the Canadian smelters
in somewhat of an embarrassing position
but the railway company has, through
its smelting works and the Hall Mines
Smelter, placed within the last month a
very large lead output in the East and
‘West Kootenay countries, including the
St. Eugene, North Star, S'ullivan,'Payne
and others, and the miners will receive
practically as good rates as they received:
during the year 1900 when the American ’
Smelting & Refining Co. took over B0
per cent. of these ores. The American
Smelting & Refining €o. have therefore
found to their chagrin that not only can
the British Columbia lead miners live
without them, but they have actually
been able to obtain practically as good
rates as when they were in the market.
It is interesting to mote that in g recent
misunderstanding between various inter-
ests in the Trust, the Trust’s policy in
dealing with the British Columbia situ-
ation has been 'severely ecriticized by
those who are likely in the future to dic-
tate its policy. : §
. There is no doubt but that the rela-
tions between the Canadian lead ore pro-
ducers and the, Canadian smelters should
be very close, as their interests are to
a certain extent the same, and it is only
‘fair to say, so far as the smelters are
concerned, that they haye not made more
than a fair interest upon their invest-
ment in the handling of the lead ores of
the province. '

But if the bounty of $5 per ton on pig
lead is granted by the government this
session, it will have the effect of not only
firmly establishing the lead smelting and
refining interests in British Columbia,
but it will also secure for the lead miners
better Tates upon their ores and stim--
ulate largely the lead mining industry, as
well as creating a healthy demand for
a large tonnage of low' grade dry ores
which are necessary to mix with the lead
ores In the smelting processes.

POSSIBILITIES OF TOCAL RE-
FINING.

Meanwhile the action of the American
Smelter Trust. has precipitated the en-
quiry  of  establishing in- the province
itself a refining, in conjunction with a

of that enquiry seems to make evident
‘the great possibilities ahend of effort in
|thi§ direction, We appear in fact to have
{beet so dependent on the United States
{In the past both for the treatment of
our dry ores and their marketing that we
‘have, as'it were, been afmost appalled at
‘the idea’ of taking the initiative = our-
iselves.  Suddenly confronted with a situ-
/ation when . we must either close down
tonr mines until the United States smel-
iters are ready to take thelr product en
‘their own. terms, or look elsewhere for a
‘market, we begin to ask if the second
;alternative is not preferable; and we are
;only surprised that it did not ocenr to us
much earlier in the day to discuss the
‘enormous advantages of a course, which
‘in the light of present investigations, ap-~
‘pears so great.  Now the opportunities
for the snecessful ‘marketing of our lead

as ballast in bettoms, even In Eastern
‘Canada and Burope, has already been
‘discussed  at < some length’ iIn  ‘this
column  of he' Colonist by  Mr.
| Bogle, cand - T neced not  therefore,
deal with this phase of the question just
imow: I have however received this week

ia 1étter from’an undoubted authority on

‘nearly 800 tons.
shipped, and they were the

smelting in this country, who has placed
at my disposal certain figures, which
tend to show how very considerable a
margin can be relied on for the profitable
operation of local refineries . My cor-
respondent, after stating the price paid
by the local smelters to mine owners for
their ore, for which the basis of settle-
ment is the world’s market daily quota-
tion for pig lead, goes on to say that
from this price a deduction is made of
$1.00 per 100 pounds, which is the ap-
proximate equivalent of the cost of re-
fining the bullion and transporting the
resulting pig lead from the refinery to
London and marketing it there, Here
we have twenty dollars a fon charged,
of which it is fair to presume that $15
represents the cost of refining and
$5.00 the ‘cost of marketing. But
in addition to the $15 which goes to the
refiner, there is still t¢ be considered the
cost of transportin, e lead bullion’ from
the British Columbia smelter to the re-
finery in the Eastern States, which, with
existing rates for transcontinental
freight, would" represent approximately
$9 per ton on a'50 per cent. lead.ore.
Consequently, if refinery works were es-
tablished in British Columbia, there
would be a margin of over and above
the customary KEastern charge of at
least $10 per ton. With our present min-
eral productign, its steady growth and
prospects of far greater increase, which
the localization of the subsidiary indus-
tries of smelting and refining would
naturally hasten and stimnlate, the pro-
jected establishment of refineries in Bri-
tish Columbia promises well for the pro-
fitable investment of capital, and beyond
this, it would assure to the mining in-
dustry an uninterrupted prosperity,

GROWTH OF THE SMELTING
INDUSTRY.

Commenting on discussion in the Ross-
land Miner, as to the daily capacity of
the several smelting plants in the In-
terior, which is at present 3,450 tons, but
which with increases as proposed would
be brought up to 6,050 tons, the Nelson
Tribune remarks that: “This means that
the men at present in the smelting busi-
ness have improvements in hand for the
doubling of their capacity. This means
that extensions already decided upon
will require just twice the present am-
ount of coal and coke which the Fernie
Coal Co. has so far been unable to sup-
ply. Nor is it suggested that with the
doubling of the present smelting capacity
the smelting requirements of the prov-
ince will be met. On the contrary, it is
confidently predicted that before = the
close of 1902 the smelting capacity of the
Interior will have increased to 10,000
tons péf day. This naturally raises the
question whether, in the interests of the
mining and smelting industry of the
province, the government can safely take
any steps calculated to divert the present
fuel supply. If the supply is unequal
to the present local demand, how can it
meet a three-fold local demand with an
additional avenue, provided for its out-
let to the south?

ORE DELIVERIES AT NELSON.

Without any visible Teasons being as-
signed, the shipments to the Hall Mines
smelter during the past week were much
smaller than those previously received.
The total shipments did mot reach 500
tons, while the week before they were
Only a few properties
principal
mines ‘of the district. About 60 tons
were received fromsthe Kaslo district,
the greater portion of this coming from
the American Boy. It has been, two
weeks since any has been received from
that seetion. Both the Arlington and
the Queen Bess of the Slocan made 3
consignment of about 80 tons each, white
they generally ship about 100 tons. From
the Highland mine, at Ainsworth, %0
tons of concentrates were sent in, ‘t'he
Trade Dollar, situated in the Sandon dis-
trict, made one shipment of 22 toms,
while the Black  Prince, on Springer
Creek delivered one car containing about
20 tons. The Hewett, of New Denver,
made a much larger shipment this week
than it has done at any previous time,
the amount being over 50 tons.

One new property was added to the
shipping list during the week, It was
the Sunset group, situated near White-
water and. operated by the Canaditn
Goldfields Syndicate. Although it was
its Initia]l shipment, the amount de-
livered here was over 30 tons. = The next
consignment, which will be larger. A-
bout 100 tons of iron ore were received
from ,Cherry creek, Kamloops.

THE ATHABASCA REPORT.

This is the season of the year when
the annual reports of the mining com-
panies operating in the province may be
expected. The past week has been p‘ro-
lifie in this regard.’ Ampng others the
report of the Athabasca is most §9serv-
ing of note, not only because the state-
ments it contains are, gengrally, speak-
ing, of a satisfactory nature, but because
it is in every respect a‘model of what a
mine manager’s report should be. . A
shareholder in reading it need mot pos-
sess a technical knowledge of mining to
understand exactly the position the mine
is in, but that is not:saying that it s
lacking in technical detail. The report
in fact is as complete a history of the
operation of the Athabasca mine for th's
period under review, as a well kept ship’s
log is a record of a voyage from porb to
port. The report shows that during the

.year the company mined some 5.054

f ore, which in niill returns yield-
Z?ln;f’w,eeé., 96. Against this the man-
ager has charged the entire cost of min-

ing and milling, as well as $29,014.48,
fof development of the ‘property; after

which he computes the profit upon the
year’s operations’ at $29,651.19, or &
trifie less than $6 pér ton upen: the ore
jned: ° A
lT’With respect to the Athabasca yein,
the report ‘sets out that it continues to
tresent difficulties in the 'way of mining

which renders the cost wvery high, as for
‘every ton of ore, from four to five tons.

of waste have been mined. : In common

with 'the character of the ground, the

value of the ore and its nature have heen
uneven, and owing tolocal conditions a
certain amonnt of ‘waste had to be sent
to the mill during the last three or four
months of the year, which altogether
accounted for the’ “drop-in the returns
from the mill, The manager, however,
regards these conditions as temporary
and adds that he is beginning to find
again rich bodies of ore as rich as any
he has found in ‘the schist.

ned with certainty. He regards the com-

"

: Sneaking
. generally, the manager, Mr. Fell, says
the Athabasca mine is not & property in
‘which ore,reserves oan be 'blocked out,
ore chutes defined and the future plan-

result acmeved by the development o1
lust year ne regards as the opening up
of the mine 50 tuat it becomes possibie to
Very greatiy increase tne output. While
mining a very high grade ot pre this was
not so importani, as the grude had to
be treatea with great care at the maily
but with the completion of tne cyamde
piant, rendering it possible to treat Sul
lons of ore per month, the fact tnat the
mine 18 in a position to stand  the in-
creased outpur becomes a most import-
ant feature in considering the outiook
tor the coming year.

AN B RGS L
CANADA IN BRITAIN,

A Good Work Being Done in the Old
Country Schools.

The excellent work inaugurated in Old
Country schools to give the children ac-
curate knowledge of Canada is told 1n
a letter by the Knglish correspondent of
the Montreal star. He writes:

1 have just seen the. first of the official
reports on recent examination in Cana-
dian subjects, held under the auspices of
Canadian government; in' over one hun-
dred schools throughout the United
Kingdom. The papers submitted were
far too numerous for one person to ad-
Jjudicate upon, but this report, referring
as it does to a considerable portion, may
be taken to be general in its applica-
tion. . So important does it seem as in-
dicative of the entire success of the
scheme—a feather in the cap of the high
commissioner’s office, who organized 1t—
and indicative of the desire for an accur-
ute knowledge of Canadian life and Ca-
nadian history both.on the part of teach-
er and pupils, and of the opening for an
extension of the campaign by means of
well arranged lectures, that a few ex-
tracts are worth quoting. “Taken as a
whole,” says the report, “the results are
more creditable, and afford striking evi-
dence that the children have acquired a
very comprehensive knowledge of the
history, geography and general features
of Canada. This knowledge should net
only be valuable to them, but it is likely
to be used in correcting many.erron-
eous impressions about Canada, which
exist in the minds of the people generally
their elders.” ‘“The work of the girls,”
we are told ‘“‘is distinetly superior to that
of the boys,” *“Considering the youth of
many of the children’” (11 to 13), the re-
port proceeds to say, ‘‘the answers are
remarkably good, and many Canadians
and persons familiar with Canada would
have considerable difficulty in answering
more correctly and intelligently some of
the ‘posers’ set by the examiners. In most
cases the children appear to have enter-
ed into this work with pleasure and even
enthusiasm. However, satisfactory their
work, there can be.no doubt that the
thanks of the Canadian Government are
largely due to the hearty and loyal co-
operation and  assistance which they
have been fortunate enough to receive
from their teachers, The letters of the
teachers which accompany 'the  papers
voice a general expression of patriotie
desire that their pupils should learn more
about our great Emipire, which is' more
than a trite formality.”

writer of the report “that some of the
large schools in this ¢ountry would net
be adverse to adopting some more ad-
vanced text-books dealing with Canada,
either as a temporary subject of regular
work, or in the form of a ‘holiday task.’’
As to the errors of the essays and papers
some of them, of course, partook of the
ludicrous, but others are founded on the
imperfection of the text-book in which
the children were examined. S
respects the report says: “It is to be re-
gretted ‘that the text-book appears to
have emphasized rather than corrected
the common error-in this country. that
Newfoundland forms- a portion of the
Dominion, Most of the pupils, and many
of the teachers obviously hold  this im-
pression. Lacrosse, cricket, and other
summer amusements are repeatedly men-
tioned as winter sports. Of all matters
dealt with none seems to have created a
greater impression than the account of
the Indians, particularly among the more
vouthful, whose romantic sentiments are
fanned into outburst of eloquence when
dealing with the ‘braves.’ The formula
‘tall, straight, copper-colored fellows who
never smile except when killing people,”
pervades essay after essay in some form
or other, until the eye almost shrinks
from: the encounter.” ' In conclysion, the
report says: “The scheme has been the
means of giving ‘a vast number of child-
ren a very fair idea of Canada’s size,
productions. and requirements, and the
geéneral conditions of life existing there,
and may be regarded as one of the most
practical and satisfactory methods of dis-
tributing’ information yet attempted.”
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BIRD AND MAN.'

The early bird may catch the worm

All right, all right, but say!
Have you noticed that the man

To work about midday
‘Who opens. up his desk along

About half after ten. {
Is the one who carries home the most

Of that which ‘dazzles men?

—Chicago Times-Herald.

For 60 Years
mothers have been giving their
children for croup, coughs and
colds - ‘ £ 20
T DR IS
hiloh’s
Consumption
Cure .
Mothers—have yox SruiLoH in
the house at'all times? Do
you know just where you can
find it if you need it quickly—
if ‘your little one is gasping
and choking with croup? If
you haven’t it get a bottle.
It will save your child’s Tife.
. “Shiloh Always ‘cured my baby of group,

coughs and colds, ' I would not be witheut 1.’
© MRS. ROBINSON, Fort Lrie.

Shiloh’s Consumption Cure is snld by ali

druggists in Canadn and Unlied sintes at

250, 50¢, $1.00 a bottla. In Great Britaii

at 18, 2d., '2s 3d., and ds, ad. A pv‘f_nh-r

guarantee goes with every bottle. 11 yn:

ure not satisfied go to your ditggist &ue
get yonr woney back. ekl

book on Consumpticn, Sear

who gets

- Write for ijlustrated b >
without cout 1o el - G, Wells & G Torouto.
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No Gold in Kuskokwin—Naked
Miner Found Frozen in

Sleeping Bag.

R

According to advices which have reached
here from Cape Nome duning December,
& number of hardy miners risked their lives
to stake claims out in the Behring sea.
putting up their Stakes in the ice to cover
the rich ground discovered by them be-
neath the frozen gea. The richest strike
Was made on December 6th, about three
miles up the beach from Cape Nome on a

claim, and G WAgmstm

y ' G. W, Slatter, Na. 1 a/ A w
ers soon followed, and many cl:,.lonvli v?:tl'le
ﬂtaked. Slatter, (in  an interview, waid:

T don’t think claims were ever staked be-
low the water here before. It was hardly
safe to cross the bar, as a good deal of
flood water had come over in places and’
made the ice soft, We went over jce not
a foot thick fn places, but got there safely,
and after putting our stakes in the ice wé
had to_ cut through five feet of lce to
reac d‘ﬁd and gravel, which is very rich.
Mr. Slatter said that he believed he and his
partners could hold ‘thefr claims summer
and winter, for the ®mortheast and southwest
:ltlae!;es welx: ﬁn the edge of the water and

‘wou now al
th:ér e 1 summer just where

illiam Sutton, another staker on the b:
sald: “The bar rung up paralell to tg;
coast for one hundred miles oriso. Off the
place where the claims have been staked
it is about 300 feet out and about the same
distance across. As soon as the ice is
thoroughly set there will be a number of
claims staked in the Behring sea.”

The Nome Gold Digger of December 5th
says: “If the claims prove as rich as the
stakers believe, they will probably have
their hands full trying to hold them, but
they say they mean to do 8o, as they believe
they have a right to stake claims out in

the Behring sea if the mak
brirp Y e a discovery

* %2 2

The advices just recelved from Nome In-
clude news to the effect that the stories of
finds in the Kuskokwin district are with-
out foundation. J. Dinsmore, a Nome min-
er. had returned there in December from
Kuskokwin, and he totd of how unfortunate
prospectors who had run short of grub in
that country had to eat their dogs, but not
a word could he tell of gold being found
there. Leaving Weare on the Yukon, he
said he had gone up: the Tanana about 75
miles, and then struck out in a southerly
direction until he reached the Kuskokwin's
headwaters. He and his nartners prospect-
ed for three hundred miles down that river,
putting down many holes, but not a color
was found. Game was scarce, and with six
weeks’ provisions and Indians and dogs to
feed, the larder soon ran low. There was
plenty of timber in the valleys, and the
formatfon was of granite and slate, with oc-
casionally a seam of quartz, but over a div-
ide to the left a stream was stuck which
was believed to be the head of the Shn-

A matter weu;smtna river. This' was prospected thor-

worth consideration is the opinion of the '

oughly, but not having any provisions and’
the ptarmigans being searce, the prospcetors
could net stay. :

There are no Indians on the headwaters
of these ‘streams. Tallda is the last town’
up the Kuskokwin, about 500 miles from-
its head. The ‘streams are mostly sluggish,
full of ‘sweepers and log jams. Had the
provisions not run out, Mr. Dinsmore says
he would have prospected the whole. coun-
try, but when they were.about 30 miles
from the head of the river, the larder gave
out, and after eating three malamute dogs,
and chewing deerskins and moccasins to

;. Sustaln 1ife until they at length reached the

Tanana, having Hved: on three pounds of
tea for some days. At the Tanana grub
was secured and the Yukon was soon reach-
ed. “There might be gold in the country,
but,” says Mr. Dinsmere; “I failed to find
any of it. Always greener pastures further
away, and the Kuskokwin is one of these
far away places.” ! :
* % 02 L ;
Advices from Nome Include details 6f the
mysterious death of an unknown prospector,
‘The man who met this horrible’ death by
supposed freezing on the trail was found
by C. Betch and James McKay, who had
arrived ‘at Nomé frem Teller.. This was
the first @eath of the w'~*~~ on the trail,
and from the description of the scene: it
must have been due to ignorance on: the
part ef the victim 'while temporarily de-
mented, or he may have been murdered
and placed in the “sleeping bag in which.
he was found, so that suspicion of the real
cause of death might be avoided. When
Betch and McKay were passing along the
old trail to Nome along the Tissice river,
about eighteen miles from Teller, they,
suddenly came upon a, reindeer sleeping
bag with the re feet and Iimbs of a
man protruding from the opening at one’
end. Upon investigation they found that
the bag contained 'the body of a man, en-
tirely nude and in a frozen state, although
they did not remove the body of the unfor-
tunate mian from the bag, which had turned
out to be his death shroud. Besida the
dead man was a pack strap, and his frozen
clothing with the’ name *‘Goldsbur’” on the
coat. Nothing more was found to prove his
identity. They ‘left the unknown as they
found him, and, meeting & man on the trail,
told him of the discovery and forwarded a
description ' to the proper authoritles at
Teller, i1f any o i Fa e
4 R ke T i KT Rl
- A strike Hias been made acording to stam-
peders from the Kaugrock country 'who ha
reached Nome, on American creek, a tribu-
tary: of the Agiapuk. The first finds were
made by several Lapps, who arrived at
Teller. with prospects averaging 17 “gents
to the pan. The gold was coarse in gra'n
and deep red in color. There was quite o
stampede after the Lapps had shown their
gold, and it was afterwards reported that
2. good find had been made. Stampedes
were also occuring to Norton Sound, al-
though with what result was. not learned.
| There was much winter work going on
at. Nome on the different , benchies and
creeks, Upon 'Grass Guich nearly every
bench claim In the district was being work-
d., the creek belng Tned with cabins.
James Dewbrook and Coy who have a clatra
on Nickel’s gulch, Wwere reported to be tak:
Ing out pans running a1l the way from $2
to $25 in value, © By i !
N e Yo et e
T In l{teilltox‘,l‘ﬂl -which 'calls for the punish-
ment Of dog thieves, the Nonle Gold Dig-
ger says: ‘‘They have a summary way of
dealing with horse thieves {n frontier towns
and it is wonderful what a determining ef-
fect a fear of getting his'meck stretched
has ‘wpon the man ‘who otherwise wonld
forget the difference between his own and
his neighbor’s horses. Very few pecople
want to see the ‘‘eravat!' made-n punigh-
ment meted out to dog thieves hére fmt
at the same time most teputable bitizens
believe that dog stealing’ when rly
proved,  sh _be  recognized as

%

shof _ be
!a heinous offence and punished according-
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