2

g : &

THE VIOTORIA WEEKLY COLONTST. FRIDAY MARCH 15, 1889,

; — il

i

. >

| sDeekly Colonist

FRIDAY, MARCH 157H, 1889.
PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Third Sessien of—t_he—m Parliament.

" TWENTI—E;H DAY.

Fripay, March 8, 1889.
The Speaker took the chair at 2:25
p. m.

PETITIONS.

Mr. Grant presented the petition of
W. A. Robertson and others asking that a
bill be introduced to protect the mechan-
1cs and tradesmen of the province in the
same manner that lawyers and doctors
are now protected.

Hon. Mr. Robson laid before the
House the petition of the corporotion of
Vancouver asking for certain amendments
to their act of incorporation.

Mr. Ladner presented the petition of
21 residents of Ladner’s Landing, in re-
spect to a road. ’ i

Mr. T. Davie presented the petition of
William Wilson, in 7¢ the mining law.

The petitions were read.

RECEIVING PETITIONS.

The petitions of the city of Victoria,
asking for an amendment to the ‘‘Official
Map Act ;” of the residents of Lillooet, in
regard to the liquor license held by Ah
Foo, a Chinaman ; and of J. A. Laidlaw
and others, in re incorporation of the
Burnaby Lake Improvement Co., were
read and, received. The second named
was ordered to be printed.

OUT OF ORDER,

l'gt; Speaker ruled that éhe six petitions
presented by the hon. member for Yale
were out of order, as they were addressed
to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council.

The petition presented by the hon. |

member for Nanaimo was also read out of
order, inasmuch as it asked for an appro-
priation.

On motion, the standing orders were
suspended, in order that the petition ask-
ing for an amendment to the act of incor-
poration of the city of Vancouver might
be read and received.

REPORTS.

Col. Baker presented the report of the
committee on standing orders and private
bills, reporting the bill to incorporate the
National Electric Tramway and Lighting
Co. complete with amendments. Report
received.

The standing committee reported com-
plete with amendments the acts to incor-
porate the New Westmiuster Southern
Railway Co. and the New Westminster
and Vancouver Short Line Railway Co.
Report received.

PRIVILEGE.

Mr. Higgins rose to a question of privi-
lege. Owing to illness, he stated, he had
been compelled to absent himself from the
House on Thursday afternoon. ° By the
report in THE CoroNisT and the papers
of the House he saw that several impor-
tant questions, in which he took great
interest, had been disposed.of. The hon,
president of the council was also reported
as having said that the absent members—
himself included—were not sick. They
had been attending the Vancouver ban-
quet.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir—What'’s the mat-
ter with that ?

Mr. Higgins—I did not attend the
Vancouver banquet. I might possibl
have not been taken sick, if I had)j
(Laughter.) He had had an amendment
to one of the important bills which were
disposed of on Monday, which he con-
sidered a very good one. ' He was sorry
that the bill?:lad come up when he was
absent. He had had no desire to shirk
the vote on his amendment, and wished
the House so to understand.

Mr. Orr explained that he had been
forced to absent himself on account of im-
portant business. He was sorry that his
absence might perhaps have prevented the
House from voting as they -would have
had he been in his seat.

Col. Baker—I was one of the members
absent. I was also at the Vancouver
Banquet. (Laughter.) I was not sick.
(Renewed laughter.) I wasino the House
during the early part of the day, but was
forced to leave on account of business.
was not sick.—I didn’t even have a head-
ache. (Laughter.)

THE TOWNSITE OF GRANVILLE.

Mr. Orr moved, seconded by Mr. Lad-
ner :— .

That a select committee be appointed,
composed of Messrs. T. Davie, Bole, Hig
gins, Dfck, and the mover, with power to
call for persons, papers, maps, and regis-
ters, and report to this House, respecting

ered by water was no reason why they
should not be filled in, and become valn-
able lots. This was, he thought, exactly
the position of things at Burrard Inlet.
He chouglh‘t the member for New West-
minster district was deserving of credit
for moving in the matter. ’

Mr. Duck was of the opinion
that the uestion was & purely
legal one. e moved in amendment
to strike out all the words. after *‘that’
down to the first ‘‘the” in the third line
and insert the words, ‘‘the government

uested to take into its consideration
the following words : ‘ With a view to
ascertain whether the rights of the pro-
vince have been legally conserved in the
disposition of the lots referred to.’ ”

The amendment was seconded by Mr.
Mason.

Mr. Grant thought it would be well to
defer this question for further considera-
tion. He moved the adjournment of -the
debate until Tuesday next.

Mr. Semlin was of the opinion that the
government were not the proper ones to
take charge of the investigation. They
had had the opportunity of looking into
it during the past seven years.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir thought all requir-
ed information could be obtained in the
attorney-general’s office. It had been
said that across the Sound, lots were stak-
ed eut in the water, which would be filled
in when Washington became a state. The
laws there were not our laws. The pro-
vince might have foreshore rights, but
they had no right to land covered by the
deep sea over which ships can sail.

on. Mr. Robson endorsed Mr. Duck’s
amendment, which he said placed the
question on the true business line. If the
House saw. fit to pass the amended reso-

| lution, the government would make a full

investigafion.

Hon. Davie, in reply to Mr.
Beaven’s remarks, said that the question
of foreshore rights was deals with by the
¢“‘British North American Act.”

Mr. Beaven claimed that the foreshore
rights of British Columbia were never
transferred to the Dominion government,
by the British North American Act.

Mr. T. Davie favored the adjournment
of the debate in order that additional in-
formation might be procured.

The debate was adjourned.

NORTHERN MAIL SERVICE.

Mr. Grant moved, seconded by Hon.
Mr. Humphreys, that a respectful ad-
dress.be presented to His Honor, the
Lieutenant-Governor, praying that he
will strengly point out to the Dominion
Government the very urgent necess
that exists for providing for the '
of a mail once every month from the first
day of April te the last day of October in
each year, and at least three times dur-
ing the intervening winter season, be-
tween Victoria and Skidegate and Masset
Inlet, Queen Charlotte Islands, by steam-
ers having accommeodation for passengers.

The hon. mover pointed out briefly the
growing importance of that part of the
province which was mentioned in his re-
solution. A few weeks ago a number of
fishermen went up to establish fishing sta-

skil, one of the finest fish that swims.
Queen Charlotte Island was a most im-
portant mineral locality, and a large band
of horses and cattle was now running
wild uponit. That part of the country
contributed more than one-fifth of the ex-
ports of the province, the total amount-
ing to $926,000 last year. Figures were
given to show the commercial importance
of the northern part of the province,
which was certainly ‘entitled to better
mail accommodation than at present pro-
vided.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir suggested that
twice 8 month was better than once a
month, and advised that the resolution be
so amended.

Hon. Mr. Robson thought that the hon.
member for Cassiar was deserving. not
only of support, but of eredit. The gov-
ernment had been considering the ques-
tion of providing mail service up the
mainland, where important timber and
mineral interests were located, to the
points mentioned and Texada Island. The
government would make the strogest re-
presentations possible. ;

By the wish of the House, the resolu-
tion was amended to make the service
fortnightly instead of monthly. ™ 1

Mr. Semlin thought that the Dominion
government would find it in their own
interests to act upon the resolution.

Mr. Croft supported the resolution, the

e of which he thought would great-
ly advance the lumbering interests of the
northern part of the province. '

Hon. Mr. Humphreys condemned the
want of unanimity among Island and
Mainland members in the Dominion par-
liament, which he thought was the cause
of British Columbia not getting a fair
share of the revenue from the Dominion

all matters connected with the survey o
the old townsite of Granville, the sale by
aunction of certain lots in said townsite in
1870, and the subsequent disposition of
the remaining lots, or otherwise.

The hon. mover explained that he in-
troduced his resolution-in the interest of
the whole province. He had been in-
formed that a very valuable piece of pro-
perty owned by the province, was now in

‘the possession and claimed by the Do-
minion Government, or by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company.

Mr. Higgins asked that some other
name be substituted for his upon the
committee. He could not give the mat-
ter referred to his time.

Mr. T. Davie said that all the informa-
tion required could be obtained at the
Land Office by any honorable member.
There was no - necessity for the appoint-
ment of a committee.

Mr. Orr stated-that he would prefer to
have Mr. Higgsns on the committee, be-
cause he was a perfectly impartial man.
He also had a good, keen, *judiciou:
head.” (Laughter.)

Members—Judical. - y

Mr. Orr urged Mr. Higgins to allow
his name to remain on the committee.

Hon. Mr. Vernon said $hat the com-
mittee was not required. If a return of
any kind was desired, in all probability
the House would agree to it, but the pres-
ent committee had no definite object in
view, even if they were appointed.

Mr. Allen said that he was at present
looking up the matter of the townsite of
Lillocet in the land office. He thought
that was the cheapest and best way to get
the information desired.

Mr. Orr stated that his object was to
ascertain if the valuable property claimed
by the Dominion Government was not in
tenlitieowned'by the province. A decision
had been given to the province by Chief
Justice Ritchie which, had the true
gremilu been given, would, he thought,

ave been directly reversed.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that the valu-
able property referred to was under the
sea, and the hon. mover of the resolution
was very wmuch ‘‘at sea” himself. The
whole affair appeared to be trifling with
the common sense of the House, to ask
for a committee on-such moonshine non-
sense as this.

‘Mr. Beaven could not see why the com-
mittee should not be appointed.

The hon. member for New Westmins-
terwanted thecommittee appointed so that
they could report whatever the results of
their enquiry might be to the House. It
had been said that the lands were out at
sea. He did not know exactly where
these water lots were himself. The fore-
shore rights of the province had never,.
however, been definitely settled. On con-
federation, the province never transferred
the foreshore rights to the Dominion gov-
ernment, and never had since; and yet the
Dominion government were disposing of
these rights. Because the lots were cov-

gover t. Nova Scotia, by her belli-
gerent attitude, had secured A{l that they
were entitled to from the Dominion. The
provincial government should be aggres-
sive in procuring their 'fair share of the
revenue. ;
Hon. Mr. Turner agreed with the re-
marks of the hon. member for Comox.
The government should be more agressive
in standing out for their fair share of the
Dominion revenue. The want of more
reliable mail aecommodation ~had long
| been detrimental to business, and to set-
tlement in the north, The Dominion
had not treated British Columbia with
fairness. Even this year a miserable pit-
tance had been devoted to the encourage-
ment of the fisheries. The eastern fish-
eries received far more

tions for the curing of the black cod or|eq

new clause : 9. With the sanction of the
Lieut.-Governor-in-Council, to summarily
ll:l:felld from teaching any teacher found
guilty . of tgmu misconduct, or signally
failing in the proper management of a
school, or for any other sufficient reason ;
and to _cancel for cause the
certificate of qualification of any teacher,
until the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council
shall confirm or disallow his action in sus-
pending such teacher; and the cancella-
tion orsuspension of a teacher’s certificate,
when confirmed by the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor-in- C il, shall rel the school
trustees of any district in which such
teacher may be employed from any obli-
gation to continue to employ him as such
teacher. <

Mr. Semlin—That a respectful address

of the Chief Commissioner of Lands and
‘Works.

Mr. Allen was of the opinion that the
committee was needed.

Hon. Mr. Vernon had no objection to
the resolution. He thought that all de-
sired information could have been ob-
tained without the appointment of a
committee. They wo receive all the
assistance they desired from his depart
ment. - He thought that some of the
remarks made by the hon. mover were,
to say the least, decidedly “‘silly.”

Hon. Mr. Humphreys censured the
remarks made by the Hon. Chief Com-
missioner, in his use of the word “silly,”
as unparliamentary, and unworthy of the
House. He favored the appointment of
the committee, as he thought an enquiry

be presented to His Honor, the Lieut
ant-Governor, asking His Honor to bring
to the attention of the Dominion Govern-
ment, the necessity of providing weekly
mail facilities for that part of British
Columbia from Okanagan to - Osooyos and
Rock Creek. ;

Mr. Orr—That a select committee be
appointed for the: purpose of enquiring
into the manner of - letting contracts for
bridges and other public works; said com-
mittee to consist of Semlin, Martin, Tol-
mie, Mason and the mover, with power to
call for persons, books, tenders, papers
plans and specifications, and to report to
this House.

Mr Higgins—On consideration of the
report of the committee on Bill No. 9
gublic School’s Bill), to move as sec. b.

olders of certificates who shall have
taught continuously in the public schools
of this province. for a period of twelve
years, shall be entitled to have their cer-
tificates remewed, without examination,
while theyentinue actively engaged in
the service.

Mr. Allen—On motion to adopt the re-

rt of the committee on Bill No. 20

Medicine and Surgery Bill), to move to

strike out all after ‘356" on the 5th line of
section 1, and in lieu insert the following:
¢ Any homeopathic physician holding a
digloma from any authorized college or
school of surgery or medicine may be
registered under this act.”

35. A. No such person shall be bound
to pass the examination required by sec-
tion 29 of this Act, but he must pass a
satisfactory examination before the medi-
cal board in the following subjects, viz.—
Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology, Chem-
istry, Obstetrics, and Surgery.

TWENTY-FIRST DAY.

TuEspay, March 13,

Mr. Speaker Pooley took the chair at
2:16 o’clock, p.m.
Prayers were read by the Rev. J. E.

RECEIVING PETITIONS.

The petition of W. A. Robertson and
others, re the protection of blacksmiths
and carriage makers in the province, was
read by the clerk.

Mr. Beaven, in the absence of the mem-
ber tor Cassiar, who presented the peti-
tion, moved that it be received and print-
. Carried.

OUT OF ORDER.

Mr. Speaker ruled the petition pre-
sented by Mr. Wm. Wilson, re Mammoth
mineral claim, out of order, as a number
of printed documents were attached.

The petition of Alex. Cameron and
other residents of New Westminster dis-
trict. was also ruled out of order, as it
asked for a road.

REPORTS.

Mr. Grant presented a majority and
minority report from the select commit-
tee appointed to examine into the action
of the Government in the development of
the quartz mining industry in British Col-
umbia, with the evidence attached.

The majority report, signed by Higgins,
Mason and Baker, endorsed theaction of
the Government as being wise, and in oc-
cordance with the expressed wishes of
the majority of the residents of Cariboo.

The minority report, signed by Grant
and Beaven, condemned certain actions
of the government.

COUNTY COURT BILL.

Mr. Bole asked leave to introduce a bill

itled ““An Act to amend the ‘County
Court Act,”” (Chapter 25, Consolidated
Acts, 1888.)

Leave granted.  Bill read first time
Second reading Wednesday.

VICTORIA GAOL.

Mr. Allen, ‘seconded by Mr. Tol-
mie, moved that a select com
mittee be appointed to enquire in-
to the condition and working of the
Victoria gaol, with power to call for per-
sons and ‘papers, and reportto the House.
Said ittee to be o d of Lad

ner, Duck, Semlin, Anderson and the
mover. Carried.
BETTER MAIL FACILITIES.

Mr. Semlin moved, seconded by Mr.
Martin, that & respectful address be pre-
sented to his honor the lieutenant-gover-
nor, asking his honor to bring to the
attention of the Dominion government the
necessity of providing weekly mail facili-
ties from that part of British Columbia
from Oka; n, to Osoyoos and Rock
Creek and Keremoos.

The ~ hon. mover was of the
opinion, after ‘the decided expression
of feeling given the other day,
that his resolution would pass without any
opposition. - The mail facilities of the pro-
vince were not now what they should be.
In the district which it was proposed to
benefit, the service was particularly de-

It was unfair to handicap the fishermen
by imposing a tax of $25 on each boat, as
was the present law. It 'would be fully
as fair to tax the farmer upon the plow
which he used in tilling the land. - The
fishermen were not unwilling to pay a
reasonable tax, but they had a right to
‘expect some help in return. The want of
improvements on the Skeena, which
should have long ago been made by the
Dominion: Government, was the .cause of
much loss to the fishermen. He warmly
auggvrwd the resolution.

. Bole hoped that the press would
express, not only the unanimity of the
House upon the important subject under
discussion, but the cause of that unanim-
ity. The extension of the postal service
was the forerunner of advancing civiliza-
tion. The Government of Oanada had’
been very remiss in the matter of postal
accommodation. The legislat l]l);:).uld

fective, and it could be rendered all that
was wanted without entailing any great
expense to the Dominion government.
Mr. Bole said that it had come within
his own knowledge that settlers had been
put to very considerable loss by. the pre-
sent defective mail service.  He outlined
the difficulties at present met with by the
settlers l:.n the trannwtio:l ‘of business otv;
ing to the present arrangements,
ll!ll%. recqnl?bed ,onep(;tuticuhr instance
where $25 had to be paid in order to get
a letter to its destination. He hoped that
the question of improved postal communi-
cation would be fully discussed and acted
upon by the House.
Mr. Duck quite agreed with the resolu-
tion. There ooulm no doubt that ial-
roved: tal  facilities = were y
gelirod. p('i"he people who winhefr::ore
post: offices or improved aecommodation
hould, = however, .petition the Do-

not ask as a favor, but should demand as
a right, the improvement of the mail
service, as the representatives of the en-
tire province.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir called attention to
the importance of the question from a
business point of view. The extension of
the service would be fully paid for by the
growth of trade and the increase in ex-
ports, It would in reality not cost the
Dominion a cent. They should see that
they were standing in their own light by
not acting in the matter long ago.

The resolution was carried “unani-
mously.

THE TRESPASS BILL.

Mr Tolmie moved that the Trespass
Bill be placed on the orders of the day for
a second reading on Monday. Carried.

MUNICIPALITIES BILL,"
The House went into cc ittee, with

minion ~ government in the form pro-
vided, and their wishes would no
doubt be met. ¥

Mr. Grant dwelt upon ttllm mPortarzt

was y. He had been told by cer-
tain contractors that parties with large
capital bought up the local contractors,
this being known to the Lands & Works
Department.

Mr. Allen—I know that to be true.

ton. Mr. Humphreys did not think
that the hon. chief commissioner was
acting in politeness or decency in the
language he had used to the hon. mover
of the resolution. Ugly rumors had long
been prevalent in regard to the manner
of letting contracts. He thought the
committee was very desirable.

Hon. Mr. Vernon asked the indulgence
of the House to reply. He thanked the
hon. member for Comox for the lecture
which he had given for his (Hon. Mr.
Vernon’s) benefit. He considered its
source, and its value accordingly.

Here Hon. Mr. Humphreys rose and
mr}iled the l::onl.!e chief commissioner to
order, and by ti uest of Mr. Speaker,
Hon. Mr. Vernonr:)lok his seat.

Mr. Beaven endorsed the resolution,
and dwelt upon the violations of the
Public Works Act which he alleged had
béen made by the lands -and works de-
partment.

Mr. Grant endorsed the resolution and
censured the hon. chief commissioner for
the use of the word “‘silly.” .

Hon. Mr. Vernon withdrew the word
he had used and which had given offence.
He had no knowledge of dissatisfaction
existing among contractors and was glad
that the committee was to be appointed.

His remarks were received with ap-
plause.

Hon. Mr. Robson disputed the state-
ments made by the hon. leader of the
opposition in regard to the it;

- " 2 5 o0y —
troducer of the bill had in his mind was

son why the bill should not pass. :
Hon. Mr. Humphreys said that the
only obglecﬁon that he to the bill was
that it did not go far enough. He thought
it would be well to wait until the returns
referred to were before the House. He
moved the adjournment of the debate, in
order to give the hon. attorney-general an
opportunity of examining into -the bill.

e debate was, on motion, adjourned.

GAME PROTECTION BILL.

Mr. Tolmie moved the second reading
of the bill to amend the ‘‘Game’ Protec-
tion Bill,” in order the better to protect
pheasants and deer.

The bill was read a second time, and
the House went into committee, with
Mr’i'th in the chair. e

e committee rose, report: rxeu
lé:d asked leave to sit again, on & es-

.

; VANCOUVER STREET RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. Robson moved the -second
reﬁlding of the Vancouver Street Railway
Bill.
Mr. Beaven claimed that Hon. Mr.Rob-
son, as a minister of the crown, had no
right to present the bill.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir thought it would
be a strange thing if a minister of the
crown was thereby deprived of action in
the interests of his constituent:

Mr. Beaven contended that all parlia-
mentary authorities agreed that it was
unwise for a minister of the crown to
interfere with private bills,

Hon. Mr. Robson acknowledged the
force of the hon. leader of the oppesition’s
remarks, and requested the hon. member
for New Westminster city to take charge
of the bill.

{1 Mr. Bole moved the second reading of
the bill.

It was read a second time and commit-
ted for Wednesday.

MUNICIPALITIES BILL.

The House went into committee at 5:30
p.m., with Mr. Semlin in the chair, upon
the Municipalities Bill (Mr. Beaven).

The committee rose at six o’clock, re-
ported progress, and asked leave to sit
again.

Hon. Mr, Dunsmnir s that
night sessions be held on Wednesday and
Friday nights. \

Mr. Orr thought that night sessions
made the work very hard for those who

y o
plans be prepared in the lands and
works d;grtment. By the plain wording
of the Act he disproved the assertions
made by the hon. leader of the opposition.
He might show that the hon. Chief
Commissioner was not acting wisely in
the selection of the persons to prepare
plans, but he could not be said by anyone
to have violated the provisions of the act.

Mr. Semlin interpreted ghe act as mean-
ing that all plans should be prepared
under the direction of the Lands and
Works Department.

Mr. Allen said that plans were never
prepared outside the department until the
San Francisco Bridge Company began
work under the Government. He thought
there should be an investigation—there
was-8 screw loose somewhere. :

Mr. Croft defended the wisdom of the
Lands and Works Department in their
manner of having plans for bridges pre-
parpared. He thought that the em-
ployes of the department could not be ex-
pected to prepare plans for -expensive
iron bridges.

Mr. Fry supported the resolution. He
knew of the practice of one contractor
buying off others, and thought that much
good would result from the enquiry. The
manner of having plans prepared was, he
considered, quite right and proper.

Hon. Mr. Duansmuir thought the com-
mittee would do good, and wished to hear
the question fully discussed. He moved,
seconded by Mr. Martin, that the debate
be adjourned.

Mr. Allen—There is no sense in adjour-
nizi% the debate. (Laughter.)

r. Martin referred to the fact that
the hon. Chief Commissioner had apolo-
gized for calling the mover of the resolu-
tion “silly.” Now the hon. member for
Lillooet said that the remarks of the hon.

T ~1. t of the O il were 1 »

Mr. Allen—I said nothing of the kind.
I said that there was no sense in adjourn-
ing the debate. ;

Hon. Mr. Vernon referred to the good
sense in‘the remarks made by Mr. Croft.
The same plan followed by the Lands &
Works Department in the preparation of
plans, was, as he said, followed in every
part of the world. He offered no objec-
tion to the resolution.

Mr. Orr claimed that the tenders
should be called for in aeccordance with
the plans in the Lands & Works Depart-
ment. s -

The resolution to adjourn the ‘debate
was withdrawn, and the motion to ap-
point the committee passed.

% QUESTIONS.

Mr. Beaven asked the hon. Chief
Commissioner of Lands & Works : ‘“What
is the largest acreage in any one crown
grant issued to an individual or corpora-
tion for land purchased under sec. 30 (sale
of unsurveyed land), or sec. 59 (sale of
pastoral land), since Feb. 18, 1884 ?

Answer—First, 892 acres under section
30; second, 247 acres under section 54.

- Hon. Mr. Humphreys asked the hon.
Attorney-General : ‘‘ What amount of
money has the gevernment ex; ed in
the effort to obtain the $260, from the
C.P.R. Co.? Do the government intend
to pursue the company any further ?

Answer—The sum of $160 has been
paid to the solicitor - of the province on
account of his costs. He estimates the
whole liability of the province to costs on
both sides at $600, inclusive of the $160
mentioned. It is not the intention of the
government to further proceed with the
action.

THE TRAMWAY BILL,
The second of the bill to incor-
porate the National Electric Tramway Co.
was laid over until Wednesday, -

NEW WESTMINSTER SHORT LINE RAILWAY,

Mr. Bole moved the second rudmﬁ of
the *“New Westminster Short Line Rail-
way” Bill. :

Bill read a second time, and referred to

committee for the next sitting of the
House.

NEW, WESTMINSTER SOUTHERN RAILWAY
BILL,

Mr. Bole moved the second reading of
%i?l New Westminster Southern Railway

Bill read a second time, and committed
for Wednesday.

influence on an

service.

Mr. Semlin, im reply to Mr. Duck,
said that a petition such as he had re-
ferred to, had already been forwarded to
Ottawa. ¢

The resolution was carried unani-
mously.

THE CONTRAOT SYSTEM.

Mr. Orr moved thata. select committee
be appointed for the purpose of enquiring
into m manner of letting contracts for
bridges and other public works. Said
committee to consist of Messrs, Semlin,
Martin, Allen, Mason and the mever,
with power‘to call for persons, books,

Mr. Semlin in the chair, on the Munici-
palities Bill (Mr. Beaven).
The committee rose, reported progress,
and asked leave to sit again.
House rose to sit again on Tuesday
next at 2 p.m.

NOTICES OF MOTION,
Hon. Mr. Robson—To move, on the

consideration of theweport on Bill No. 9
(Public School Bill), the following asa

papers, plans, and specifications,
&o., and to report to this House,

The hon. mover said that he had been
lead to introduce his resolution by the
dissatisfaction existing among contractors
with the present system of letting con-
tracts. . -

Mr, Martin asked that some other
name be substituted for his on the com-

mittee. He thought that all information
desired gould be obéainad from the repart

borne by the opening up of a better mail

MINERAL BILL,

Mr. Nason in moving the second read-
ing of the Minerals Bill (No. 34) said that

hedid so in justice to the entire
community. In winding up the eut.nteag
d miners, as the act was at present:
constituted, considerable expense was in-
volved, and considerable time was lost.

Mr. Allen supported the bill.

Mr. Higgins said that the bill should
bring up the &uesﬁon of intestate estates
gen s rtain returns in regard to
the administration of intestate estates had
been asked for but had not as yet been

rinted, and he thought it wo be well
?or the hon. introducer of 'the bill to al-
low it to wait over until the returns were
before the House.
Mr. Beaven thought that the bill open-
ed the door for a very dangerous innova-
tion, in regard to the administration of in-
testate estates. 1t would be hard to de-
termine the value of estates.  He hoped
to see the return referred to by the hon,

House at an % f
Hon. Mr. Davie said that the hon. in-

momborforEnq]mmslb, laid before the
early date.

had committee work to do.

Mr. Grant endorsed Mr. Orr’s remarks.

Hon. Mr. Robson was not in favor of
the night sessions commencing until next
week. '

The House rose to sit again to-day at
the usual hour.

_———

RAILWAY SUBSIDIES.

To THE EpITor:—In a letter which you
kindly published for me a couple -of days
ago, it was stated that the government
had agreed to give the Shushwap and
Okmzon Railway, fifty miles in length,
two hundred thousand dollars — the
Federal government to ive one
hundred and  sixty thousand dollars
likewise. ~The provineial government:
have already borrowed this money, and
so the provincial people will have to pay
an interest of eight ($8,000) thousand
dollars per-annum for ever for a road not
belonging to them but o a company, over
whom the public have no control. The
government did not make a stipulation
that when the company ‘‘paid ” the gov-
ernment should receive a share of the pro-
fits in proportion to their paid up capital,
viz., $200,000.

In some letters kindly published by
Tae CoroNist for me a couple of years
ago, I considered this m to be per-
nicious, and suggested that in place there-
| of the governments should not suppl
part of the capital, but ‘guarantee bondi
bearing interest at two per cent per an-
num upon a fixed amount for a
termin: period, say twenty years.
That by adopting this system any
bona fide company with a good show-
ing could float any mi.lwnivf, having a de-
cent prospect of paying. no prospect,
no company anyhow! (Money invested
in consols only realize 24 per cent.) And
further that as this guarantee of two per
cent. must be paid out of the income of
the province no everlasting provincial
debt would be ineurred. Had this been
done, the Shuswap would have received
$4,000 for twenty years, being two per
cent. annually upon $200,000 worth of
bonds, whereas now the government ‘has
to pay $8,000 per annum, saddling the
province wil a permanent debt
into the  bargain! Even if the
government had guarauteed four per cent.
instead of two. They would have heen
free at the end of twenty years—theoriti-
cally. Unfortunately it h.pgm that
financial ministers when they find the in-
come does not come up to the expenditure,
borrow money at four per cent. to make
up the deficiency—in tﬂi lies  the hitch.

ow, let the plan above sketched be. ap-
fllli:d to the extension of the Vancouver

nd Railway, for to suppose the local
government to borrow $800,000 on this |
account would be foolishness. - ‘The ex-
tension would undoubtedly pay the pro-
vince and the company hmf:omely ‘with-
in the next twenty years (for this period
being an age in this rapidly p 88~
ing country). Twenty years honmrms
will have a large population, and our own
island, western . country and
Charlotte’s  Island  likewise,
various very much  required
desired productive _ interests - as-
sisted  prompted, nay, organized by the
railroad %vmg access to now inaccessible
places. The cost of - building this exten-
sion will amount to about four million
dollars. - Guaranteeing two per cent. on
this sum will amount to eighty thousand
dollars per annum, payable forsay twenty
years out of the general revenue. Re-
mm;bor, lll:towevor, the lﬂel;h?l govern-
ment ought to pay one o thus
leaving British 50 o :
thousand dollars per annum for twenty
Lur;. and there ne;d not, ons;lat’ not, to
any berro: of money or addition to
the provingial w:i';%t on this account. The
Federal government could well afford to
give more than forty thousand dollars per
annum for twen!
8o doing it would mnot be
to the national debt and  paying
therefore just double the amount in in-
terest forever, the railway not being a
tangible asset as it will belong to a com-
rny. - Forty thousand dollars &cuﬂnmn
or 20 years just amounty to the $800,-
000 ; but this would not be a perméanent
debt. It would pay the residents of Brit-
ish Columbia to provide this amount, yea,
even for Vancouver Island to do so, even
if they had to set- aside the timber and
coal lands for this purpose, or pay sddi-
tional taxes—but it is a national, not a
local work. P s
If the Government give any bonus to a
company it ought to receive interest there-
on from the company. "Of course all the
above figures are merely to e:{hm the
principle. To carry out the work must be
an understanding or arrangement between
the two governments; but the Federal
Government ought to guarantee more
than the Provincial, because the former
o S g i Y A SR
mon iven to private ak-
or for ~ payment fof guarantees,
woﬂdhmnﬁmhm'  and not as
gifts, and therefore to be repaid to the

tis to be hoped the M. P. P.'s will
consider the matter and not. allow them-

selves to be mesmeri the sw
sweet lullaby, Hush, my babes! lie s
and slnmber |

J, 8. Hlnmnn
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arrests of
Berlin.
the' utmost

stride to the complete eradication of an-
archists from beneath the shadows of the
prisoners were searched, -

tak- | together with letters and docu

of granta in | promising several other anarchist leaders,
w! arrest
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CABLE NEWS.

B s

A Stubborn Member of Parliament

Disturbs the Harmony of the
Cornishmen’s Banquet.
——

Plot of the Maharajah of Cashmere to

Poison British Residents
and Revolt.

——e.

Another Anarchist Plot Brought to

Light by the Police---Several
Anarchists Arrested. .

————

Scnee at a Banquet.

LonpoN, March 10.—The annual din-
ner of the Cornishmen residing in Lon-
don, took place at Holborn restaurant
last evening. Thos. B. Bolitho, member
for St. Ives, presided, and the attend
was unusually large. Toasts were drunk
to the Prince and Princess of Wales,
and the Duke and Dutchess of Cornwall.

move all ths convicts to the artillery bar-
racks in fime to save their lives..

_The Maharajah’s Treason,
Lonpon, March 11.—The discovery 'of
the ‘treasonable gloh and practices of the
Maharajah of Cashmere has created a
great surprise, and caused a profound
sensation here. It was believed by the
government that the Maharajah was an
ultra-loyal vassal. He sent a costly
present, accompanied by profuse protesta-
tions of devotion, to the queen on the oc-
casion of her majesty’s jubilee, and con-
tributed with a lavish hand to the fund
for founding an imperial institute in
honor of that event. It is quite generally
believed in official circles that the
Maharajah was prompted to his disloyalty
by emissaries- acting’ under the Russian
government, and this belief is freely and
openly expreased. :

The *“Times” Case.
Lorbol!!({mmh 10.—It is asserted by

the Pall Mall Gazette that the T¥mes has de-
cided not to close its case before the Parnell

This change of front is made, itis alleged,

The entire company, with the except

of one man, drank the toast standing,
and concluded by singing ‘‘God Bless the
Prince of Wales.” The exception was
Mr. Conybear, member for Camborne.
When it was observed that he did not
rise to his feet with the others, a wave of
indignation swept over the company, and
the oftending member was greeted with
cries of ‘‘stand up, you skunk,” “turn
him out.” The uproar finally became so
general and intense that Mr. Conybear
seemed to be in danger of pe vio-
lence and realizing his position, he
stood up.

Anarchisis Arrested.

LonpoN, March 10.—Five anarchists
have been arrested at Aix La Chap-
pelle as the result of a carefully conceived
and executed plan devised and carried
out by Police Commissioner Mohlig, who
is an especial favorite of Chief Kruger, of
Berlin. Mohlig spent several weeks in
London and Brussels watching the move-
ments of the men, and tracked them
finally to the place where they were ar-
rested. They will shortly be tried be-
fore the high court at Lipzig. It is said
that Mohlig was successful in obtaining
evidence sufficient to convict every one of
the prisoners of participation in several
anarchist plots against bigh government
officials.

Crazy Diamond Merchant.

LonpoN, March 10.—Five days ago a
passenger on one of the steamers plying
on Iakge Como, attracted the attention of
his fellow passengers, by giving to the por-
ters, and others connected with the ves-
sel, small packages of brilliants, which
they threw away on their arrival at Calico,
believing that the stones were worthless.
The man’s strange actions were reported
to the police, who arrested him. From
examination of the papers on his person,
it was ascertained that he was Leopold
Lardaner, a noted diamond merchant of
Berlin. 1In his pockets were found 80,
000 francs worth of diamonds, and itis es-
timated that the value of the stones he
gave away is one quarter of that sum. He
was examined by medical experts. who
declared him to be insane:

The Honor of the Goyvermment.

LonpoN, March 10.—Frederick Harri-
son has written a letter of protest against
the keeping of Sir R. E. Webster, in the
cabinet. - The Parnell commission being
in a state of trial, he contends the honor
of the government is at stake while Web-
ster remains in the ministry.

G y's High-H
LonpoN, March 10.—Robert Louis
Stephenson, novelist, writes from Hawaii,
commenting vigorously upon the high-
handed action of the Germans-in Samoa.
Ey what process, he asks, did Consul
nappe become the Bismarck of Poly-
nesia, and what is the spell over the Eng-
lish and American cabinets that Consuls
Blaiklock and Coetlogon remain unsup-

ported.

Henry George in London.

Loxpon, March 10,—Henry George ar-
rived at Southampton this morning and
was met by a large party of friends on
board of a tender. When Mr. George ap-
peared on deck he was loudly cheered by
his awaiting friends and as he was trans-
ferred to the tender the passengers on the
steamer shouted *‘Good-bye.” Mr. George
is now at Westminster Palace Hotel.

ded Acti

Damage From Floods.
Loxpon, March, 10.—Further damage
from floods ,is. reported in the midland
and western counties.

Arrested for Carrying Weapons.
QUEENSTOWN, March 10. — Michael
Dagby and his wife, passengers on an in-
coming steamer from America,] were ar-
rested on their arrival here to-day for
having revolvers and ammunition in their
luggage. :

Memorial Services.

BerLIN, March 10.—A memorial ser-
vice in honor of the late Emperor Wil-
liam I., was held in the garrison church

The Kaiser caused a statue of

to-day.
the C{ueen in Thurgarten to be decorated |

with flowers in accordance with his grand-
father’s custom. - This action greatly de-
lighted the people, who manifested their
Z};frobaﬁon by cheers for ‘the Emperor.

the members of the Imperial family,
Oount Von Moltke and a large number of
generals of the army were present at the
services.

- An Indian Revolt.

Carcurra, March 10.—Letters have
been discovered among the papers of the
late premier of Cashmere, revealing a de-
ggn of the Maharajah to poison the Brit-

residents and revolt against the au-

lumbia to pay - forty [thority of the Indian government.

Appropriated a Cheque.
_ Nice, March 10.—Doctor Sailon, who
recently eloped from here with Miss Ida
Wilcox, has been sentenced to eight
months’ imprisonment for having appro-

years, for by Embed a cheque which the girl took from

her.

Earthquake in Italy.
Rome, March, 10.— It is reported

er mi

that a severe shock of earthquake was felt
at Aquila to-day.
able yet.

No details are obtain-

The Crew ol.’Te Sultan Safc.
Roue, Maroch, 10.—~The steamer Nev-

ada, has arrived with the crew of the
British man-of-war Sultan, abandoned in
the Mediterranean in a sinking condition
on March 2nd,

More Anarchists Arrested.
Loxpox, March 11.—Eight' additional
anarchists have made in
The arrests are regarded as of
importance, and as a long

The apartments of the

i

is. merely a question of
.. The old district prison at Oassel
ned to day by one of the prison-
man had undergone some pun-
~an infraction of the rules,
his treat-
filling lamps,

in view of recent events which made it
desirable for the ution to make
further attempts to bolster up its case, so
that the assault of the defence shall not
entirely demolish it. A

Failed in the Desired Effect.

LonpoN, March 11.—Advices from
Zanzibar state the blockade of the Zanzi-
‘bar port has not had the effect of stoppin,
the importation of arms, which is stil
carried on largely.

Local Option Meeting,

LonpoN, March 11.—An immense local
option meeting was held here to-night,
which was attended by Unionist Common-
ers W. 8. Caine and. Richard Chamber-
lain. When their presence became gen-
erally known they were so vehemently
and persistently heoted that they were
obliged to withdraw.

The Copper Ring,

LonpeN, March, 11.—A cash 'copper
business is being done at £51 and £61 for
sixth of May delivery. An impression
prevails that the Comptoir d’Escompte
will have to be reconstructed. Comptoir
shares are 305 francs; Metaux 80 francs.

Landlord Fired Upon.

DusuiN, March 11.—A landlord named
Creagh, in County Clare, was fired upon
yesterday while driving to church with his
sister. Miss Creagh’s nose was shot off,
and Mr. Creagh is in a critical condition
from the wounds he received. The assail-
ants are unknown.

New Explosive BDiscovered.

BerLIN, March, 11.—A German officer
of artillery has discovered a new and ' ex-
tremely powerful explosive for filling
shells. The basis of the explosive is car-
bolic jacid.

Inecr the Navy.

BeruIN, March, 11.—16 torpedo boats
-are in coutse of construction for the Ger-
man navy.

The Samoan Conterence.
BeruiN, March 11.—The Post asserts
that the Samoan conference will convene
before the expiration of Mareh.

French Amarchists.

GENEvVA, March 11.—The very alarm-
ing influx of French anarchists into this
city of late has attracted the attention of
the authorities. Fresh arrivals are of
daily occurrence.

Brought Abeut by Russia.

Parrs, March 11.—It is stated that the
Comptoir.D’Escompte crisis was brought
about by the withdrawal by the Russian
government of twenty-five million francs.

" The Stocks Growing 8
Paris, March 11.—At 4 p.m. Societe
des Metaux shares are now quoted at 110
francs; Comptoir-at 370 francs, and Rio
Tinto at 318 francs 75 centimes,

A Costly Piece of Property.
Viexna, March, 11.—Prince Alexander
of Battenberg has addressed a letter to
the Bulgarian -government claiming one
million francs, as the price of estates in
Bulgaria to whose ownership he is enti-
tled. ? 3

FOR TWENTY FIVE YEARS.

Victoria Lodge No. L. 0. 0. F., Celebrates it
Twenty-Fifth Annt 3

The Clarence Hotel dining room was

the scene of a joyous gathering last even-

the I. O. O. F., having sat ‘down' to' the
twenty-fifth annual banquet of the Order,
and good cheer, good wine, and good fel-
lowahi&‘whiled away the hours so pleas-
antly that it was past the midnight stroke
of twelve ere a thought of time crossed
the mind. .

Host Anderson of the Clarence, assist-
ed by an efficient staff of waiters, attended
to the wants of the baugq -and the
tables, laden with choicest viands, were a
picture to charm the heartof an epicure.

_Bro. A. Blake, was chairman, with
Bros, A. G. Day and Chas. Hayward as
vice chairmen; P. G. M. Daviesand G. M.
Meldrum were &relent, andafter the repast
had received full attention, the usualloyal
and fraternal toasts were pro and

nded to, songs were sung, and stories

Twenty-five years ago Odd
was first organized in British Columbia,
and of the seven original charter mem-
bers, all have crossed the divide but
Bros. John Weiler and Alex. Phillips,
and both these Ié:cnum were present
at the gatheri evening.
ihe il e e g’ o

e mystic -links 1ts gr i n
mighty, and now numbers hundreds in its
membership roll, with a goodly balance at
bank; all its branches are in a flourishing
financial condition, and its record of good
deeds are innumerable. !

One feature of the evening may be
mentioned. On the wall hung the orig-
inal banner of the lodge, which graced the
gatherings in 1864.

—_—————

THE SANTA CLARA GOLD FIELDS..

The Rush Still Continues— Old Miners Say
Goldis Not Plentiful Enough to Warrant
the Roseate

Pomona, Cal,, March 11.—The gold
fever is raging worse than ever in this
lomﬁw.n%rom every town and hamlet
hereabouts there have already gone a
number of men, especially vld min to
;heSmthh'mgodﬁeldlm Lower ( On‘
‘ornia, and more are aring to g
the roads in all direotions in._dhis seckion
can now be seen men on mules or in ve-
hi_c;lheu of all de::‘ll'iptigu‘u, loaded down
with prowvisions ! X
on their way toward m : 2 h‘

Los Anceres, March 11.—Several des-
patohes were read here to-day from reli-
able men who left the city for the Lower
California gold fields, stating that while
gold was to be found, | was not
enough to warrant the roseate reports
which had been scattered throughout the
country.

eral

ﬁelgl:é the Seattle B. B, & B.
arrived to-day, accompanied by P. Dick-
enson, of New York. The latt

to & Columbian rep HrgSormm
Pacific has

BUTCHERED BY INDIANS,

—_—

A Party Consisting of Forty-Five

Wealthy Tourists Massacred in
Yellowstone Park.

—

The Guide Alone Escapes to Tell the

Terrible. Tale of
Butchery.

—_—

The Ladies are Scalped and all the

Bodies are Horribly
Mutilated.

PR,
CHEYANNE, Wyo., March 10.—A half

breed hunter and trapper who arrived
here from the extreme
quarter of the territory, to-day, bring-
tidin,
five
ﬁ:::g ll:"k. The Cbearer of the news
s . h the story in Canyon City, a new
commission to-morrow as was intended. |\ inino town near the park, whtz’re Hank

Ferry, the guide, and the sole survivor,

northwestern

of an atrocious massacre of forty-
rench tourists in Yellowstone Nas

reported the slaughter. Ferry says his
charges included M. Ln.iluai::y e\ndy wife,
J. Vincent and wife, Paul Gerot, father
of Mme. Vincent. He entered the ser-
vice of the sightseers at Virginia City,
Mont., contracting to show them through
the park in violation of the United States
statutes. The strangers were very
wealthy, and said they had journeyed
overland from San Francisco for the ex-
press purpose of going through
the park. During the absence of
the horde of summer excursionists,
the part{ en{'oyed themselves hugely
in the park, affiliating with the poachers,
who were slaughtering game for hides.

Their camp was always the headonartara
for professional hunters, whom t

plied with business. The guide’s

STORY OF THE MURDER,
which he says was committed by
is a most graphic recital. Just bef_.. __. .
on the day of the murder, blood-curdling
yells and a fusilade of shots were
heard and roused Ferry. He realized
the situation, and crawling through the
brush took refuge in the mouth of a
sleeping geyser. Here he heard the
piteous groans and begging of the
foreigners, mingled with yelling of the
red skins. The latter proceeded with the
murders, and killed olg Mr. Gerot just as
the sun was rising. The slaughter was
most brutal. Wound after wound was
inflicted before the death shot was given.
None of the bodies contained less
than ten bullets, and the re-
mains of Vincent, who made

A DESPERATE STRUGGLE FOR LIFE,

were completely riddled. The savages
passed the morning in further mutilat-
ing the bodies and pillaging their outfit.
The women were neatly scalped and their
long tresses, matted with blood, dangled
from the belt of the chief of the Indians.
The heads of the men were hacked
and their bodies frightfully disfigured.
The Indians found a store of
liquors carried by the Frenchmen, but the
Tnntity was not sufficient to intoxicate
them all, or else theywould doubtless have
fought among themselves. The clothes of
the victims were donned by the fiends,
who as they ran from one wagon to an-
other, would halt for an instant to give
one of the bodies
A KICK OR A GASH

with a knife. Finally the marauders
wearried of their bloody feast, and pack-
ing the effects of the dead people on their
ponies, they set fire to the wagons and
left. Ferry, who was nearly dead with
fright, emerged from his hiding-place,
when the Indians had departed, and at
once started for Canyon City, the nearest
settlement. He avoided the hunters in the
park and must have suffered -from
hunger and ‘exposure, as he was weak and
emaciated, and seemed slightly demented
when relating the terrible. story. The
%l;ida was placed in care of a physician,

t he disappeared the second nizgmafter
his arrival and has not been seen since.
It is presumed that he is crazy, as he
started to

THE SCENE OF THE MASSACRE.

Officers of Canyon City huve organized
& posse to secure the bodies of the mur-
dered peoile, and if possible avenge their
death. They will proceed with all pos-
sible haste, as the place is isolated and
wolves are liable to devour the remains
before a party of police or hunters stum-
ble on them. Terry is a tough character,
but his story is believed, although some of
the miners think that the hide hunters,
who are mostly outlaws, may have mur-
dered the tourists for the purpose of rob-

ing, about seventy-five of the members of | bery.

THE YELLOWSTONE TRAGEDY.

The Btory of the.Massacre of French Tourists
Pronounced a Baseless Fabrication.

Sr. Pavr, March 12.—Within the past
few weeks special despatches from Chey-
enne, Wyo., have been given publicity
all over the country, giving accounts of
various kinds of outrageous crimes per-

ted in out-of-the-way regions in

Kpmmg, all lacking the element of pro-
bability.  These have been doubted by
people acquainted with the country, but
no positive denial of them has been made.
Yesterday the Cheyenne correspondent
sent out s most bloed-curdling account of
the killing of five French tourists in the
Yellowstone park. An official of the

- e s g -'%Fl;{l.o“hip  Northern Pacific railroad was seen to-day.

He said he had been investigating the
matter, as, according to the story, the
eyt -must h:lel come ovelxl- his line. Care-
inquiry at ints where they would
have been li:blelz)) have left t.h:y road to
go into the park region, failed to record
such people having been heard of. No
such guide is known in any part of the
park region as the nm‘: meationed in‘ the
story, there is no such  place as Rattle-
ma?e canyon in the park, and no one has
been in the park for two weeks.
The story is pronounced a ‘‘fake,” on a
with the killing of Mexicans searching
or buried treasure and several other such
romances which have emanated from the
Cheyenne correspondents.

WESTMINSTER NEWS.

SRR R
(me. Our Own Correspondent.)

New Wesmainster, March 10.—Gen-

Manager King and ex-sen.t.g g‘n.

. Ry.,
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