
DELAYED DESPATCHES.

Eastern States.
Chicago, Nov. 24.—Tlje propeller I 

La Bëlle and steamer Milwaukie eollided 
Friday evening; The propeller sunk jt 
mediately. Ten lives lost.
' James Brownlow, son of Governor Bros 
ow has been appointed captain in I 
iegalar army, and ordered to San Juan.

, Stephens, the Fenian Chief Organizer 1 
isappeared from New York, and politii 
excitement runs to an alarming high) 
Itiand, where the British Government 
raking a great show of strength.

IChicago, November 25—Washington sc
dsls say the Government is yet without s 
ites in reference to the arrest and escape 
Jhn Surratt, announced by the cable. Tl 
racb, however, was known, thas Surratt w 
tried to Richmond, and from thence he 
supposed
Ida, where he tood refuge in a Catholic Co 
.iehf. It" is not considered probable that 
ttyever be returned to this country.
New York, Nov. 24—Two more distill 

irnrere seized yesterday. The disclosures 
dlillhry frauds hereabouts are astonisbir 

"he arrest of Ortega proves to have bei 
Shridan’s voluntary act, but has since bet 
apioved by the Government.

Yashinqton, Nov. 24—France asks f 
father time in which to withdraw her troo 
froji Mexico, which our Government will n 
ghitft, but insists upon the original agreeme; 
beig carried ont.

me President has completed the greati 
pa^of his message, and for the first time ' 
meiage and documents will be printed i 
tea y for the members of Congress at : 
opeing of the session.

CIicago, Nov. 27.—Secretary Saw; 
sent a dispatch of 5,000 words over 
babli en Sunday the 25th, supposed to rel

to have gone to

W.,

xico.
T|s condition of the Mexican Empir 

contbnes to be the leading topic of conve 
satio. in Europe and America. There ai 
freshrepçrts that Maximilian formally abd 

t week and is now en rente I

to

cate
Ha<

Spbial dispatches say that a steamer hi 
sailed from New Orleans for Tampico an 
VeraCrnz with dispatches for Campbell an 
Sher|ao. The report of important Libert 

les in Puebla and Oxaca are cotsnei
firmei

Europe.
Lo$on, Nov. 25—The condition of th 

Mexi&n Empire is the leading topic.
À j? iuste paper says the Empress Cai 

lotta’i health is unchanged. The Snnda. 
Gaztli of this morning says the Royal Com 
missio: to consider the neutrality laws wii 
soon o ramence its session. Lord Cranwortl 
will bl President of the Commission, an 
among its members will be Lord Hougbtoc 
Sir Ra dal! Palmer, Sir R. Philip Mont, D 
Twisa nd W. P. Gregory.

The i are vague reports that the Govern 
mont h tends seeding 20 regiments of militi

e Jaily News of this morning publisbe 
a letter stating that the Government ha 
▼OHttrta ily re-opened the Alabama case 
Sbward demanded a settlement of the claim 
fpï damage «two onttas ago.

Canada.
Quisle, Nov. 24.—A large number o 

tempoiwy sheds have been erected in the 
burnt detrict, in which many of those burner 
ont by the late fire will find shelter for thi 
winter, Agréât many are emigrating to the 
United ta tee.

to,;

taastt
it)

Jamaica.
n Ktngdon, Jamaica, dates to the 14th Nov 
say ,the looKe trade has been revived.

The dm at c'a Legislature met on the 6th 
Compiaits were rife about high taxes anc 
obnoxioi laws.

California.
8 ICK AND LOSS OF LIFE.
San Jrancisco, Nov. 27.—The Britisl 

iron bat Coya, of Liverpool, laden wilt 
coal fro) Sydney, was approaching thii 
port undt every sail, the captain supposing 
himself hear the Farallones, the weathei 
having ben thick the two previous days 
when Bhjstfuék at 7 o’clock, on Pigeor 
Point, E«y miles south of this point 
Walter (toper, one of the three saved 
arrived irthis city last night. He describei 
the scenejfter she struck as terrible in the 
extreme. An-attempt was made to launct 
the long tiat, but she 
by the wires which were constantly break
ing over 1er. The captain and officers did 
all (ft theijpower to save the passengers, but 
all to no flrpose. No boat could live, in 
each a set It was evident to all on board 
that the inly hope of being saved was in 
clinging b pieces of the wreck as 
the ship dashed to pieces on the rocks 
Cooper hd- on only his undershirt, drawers 
and crav when he reached shore, and 
others w re euually as scantily clothed. 
They wei nearly benumbed with cold, and 
crawled it of reach of the waves with 
great diffic Ity. In order to protect them
selves fror the cold they dug a hole in the 
sand, and he three survivors crawled into it, 
covering t ameelves oyer with bushes, where 
they rem ned until morning, when they 
found the whereabouts a mile from the 
Week; '< ly one body, that of Mrs Jeffries, 
Itoti washt ashore when Coopôr left, The 
hqll of the easel had entirely broken up »•. d 
disappear! while the beach was strewn 
with the fr ;ments.

The folli ring is a list of the passengers of 
the bark t ?a :—Dr Rawson and wife, Lon
don ; Mr sffries and wife and baby, Ports
mouth j‘ t orge Byton, Sydney ; Miss Las- 
<utta, Nap Valley ; Mrs Pearson, Mrs Page 
And daugh ■. . Crew of the Coya—Captain 
R Page ; ' lornas'.Brastow, first mate ; Wm, 
"Carr, sesotd matey—James Skeelon, esiliasaSss&'Stiffil

*om Smith. Walter Cooper, F

was

Jo,
Mscnamar _ , uuii
■Owens, Join Cooper, Oliver Loeb, 
Johnson, P<er Shimmene, seamen. Savec 
—George Eton, passeoger, Sydney; Thomai 
orastow, firtynate; Walter Cooper, seaman

y : »

t-X

4

WEEKLY CO-LOHSITST AISTP CHRONICLE.6
afar. Quebec may be very far away, but is 
a principal city in ayonng and rising nation 
—our sister city, full of suffering, the hearts 
of her people softened by sore affliction and 
keenly sensitive to acts of kindness, her pub. 
lie charity strained to its utmost in grappling 
with a terrible foe. Why cannot we send 
her a word of cheer, and something to show 
that when one British American city stag
gers under a blow the rest feel it and come 
to the rescue Î Is not Quebec in ruins as 
dear to the heart of British America

The New Mines at Kootenay.—The new 
mines on the Kootenay river are proving 
very good. A gentleman who arrived on 
last evening’s boat informs us that they may 
be called $10 diggings, although some 
claims have proved very rich. The dig
gings thus far . opened are shallow, and are 
consequently easily and quickly worked. The 
gold is very good not troubled with much 
base metal.—Portland Herald.

Theatre To-night.—Assist the sick and 
needy by attending the Hospital benefit to
night under the patronage of the Governor 
and Mrs Seymour. The curtain will rise 
promptly at 8 o’clock ; doors will open at 7,- 
box office open from 11 a. m. till 3 p. m. ; to 
secure seats an early application is necessary 
as the house will be full.

Chief Justice of the United Colonies. 
While we share in the universal regret 
that will be manifested at his Excel
lency’s inability to satisfy the prayer 
of the petitioners, we confess that we 
cannot, under the peculiar circum
stances of the ease, see bow the Gov. 
ernor could, with justice, act other
wise than he has done. The difficulty 
suggested itself to his mind in Eng
land, and His Excellency came to the 
conclusion that the best and fairest 
solution of the question would be that 
both gentlemen should temporarily be 
judges of the Supreme Court of British 
Columbia, each retaining his prece
dence in' his own Court, the respective 
salaries remaining intact. This pro
position appears to have mèb with the 
sanction of the Colonial Office, but 
the refusal of one of the parties com. 
cerned to accede to it places His Ex
cellency in rather an awkward posi
tion. With an old public servant, 
whose claims he could not ignore on 
the one side, and on the other, a 
monster petition in favor of another 
officer, whose claims for preferment 
are based on his ability, integrity 
and popularity, he must needs give 
offence whichever way he decides, 
and His Excellency, unwilling to inter
fere with the judiciary of either colony, 
is anxious that his suggestion should 
be carried into effect, failing this, he 
finds himself unable to comply with 
the petition to appoint Mr Needham 
over the head of Mr Begbie, and 
there the matter rests for the present.

<tjjE Sfeldtj $*ji Cnlnnist. confidence in Mr Begbie. Under these cir* 
enmstanoes the claims of the two gentlemen 
appear me to be about equal, with a 
slight balance, perhaps, in favor of Mr 
Begbie, on account of the superior length of 
his service.

Entertaining this opinion, I proposed that 
these two gentlemen should, for the present at 
all events, be Judges Of the Supreme Court 
of British Columbia. The one retaining his 
precedence in the Courts of the Island, the 
other in those of the mainland. Thë salaries 
to remain untouched. This proposal, which 
appeared unobjectionable in Downing street, 
does not, I regret to say, satisfy your wishes 
nor the expectations of one, at least of the 
Candidates.

Regretting that I cannot at once comply 
with the prayer of so numerously and re
spectably signed a petition.

I have the honor to be, .
Gentlemen,

your most obedient Servant. 
FREDERICK SEYMOUR.
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The Governor’s Reply to the Munici
pal Address.

The very cordial manner in which 
the Mayor, and City Council were 
received by His Excellency yesterday, 
and the assurance given of his good 

1 eeling towards our people, will, we are 
sure, be appreciated by the respecta
ble portion of the population. 
His Excellency promises a speedy re
peal of the Beal Estate Tax, but says 
nothing of the Trades License and 
Salary Taxes—an oversight, probably, 
for with a departure from our former 
policy of Free Trade, it must be de
signed to sweep away every direct 
tax. The introduction of a liberal 
system for bonding goods will meet 
with general approval. Perhaps the 
Chilian system, which, we understand, 
is the most liberal in the world, would 
be more acceptable than any other. But 
whatever may be the system propos
ed; we trust that it will not be pro
mulgated until a conference has 
been had with the Chamber of Com
merce, appointed to address His 
Excellency on the subject of the 
Tariff. We are glad to number Gov
ernor Seymour among the supporters 
of Municipal Institutions, and to per
ceive that he pledges himself to do all 
in his power to advance the interests 
of the city, and to reduce the ex
penses of the public establishments, for 
until a general system of retrench
ment has been perfected and combined 
with wise and wholesome legislation, 
wè can hope for no improvement in 
our affairs. Experience has proved 
that the prosperity and happi
ness of a country depends as much 
upon the energy, capacity aud liberal
ity of the rulers as upon the intelli
gence, freedom and patriotism of the 
ruled. In other words, that no peo
ple who are cursed with dishonest or 
incapable lawgivers, can ever become 
great or command the respect 
and esteem of their fellow men. 
Bad legislation is a curse ; let the 
people be ever so energetic or indus
trious, it will prevent improve
ment and progress. Perhaps no 
better illustration of this can bo 
found than in this Colony, from 
which thousands of settlers have 
been driven by oppressive taxation 
and burdensome imposts to seek 
homes in other lands. The remark of 
His Excellency, that much more de
pends upon the success of the prospec
tor than the skill of the Administrator 
or the wisdom of the law-maker, is a 
mistake. Had he reversed the sen
tence to read that more depended upon 
the skill of the lawmaker than upon 
the success of the prospector, he would 
have hit the mark. Bat to say that 
the prospector must find out now 
fields of "wealth ere we can look for 
an improvement, is, we conceive, a 
very grave error. The history of 
the Gold Export Tax and the Law 
of Imprisonment for Debt, proves 
that thousands of a ready-made popu
lation were driven by their enforce
ment from our shores to seek liveli
hoods in a land where more liberal 
laws are in force. The efforts of all

as Port
land in ruins was to the United States 1 
Unless gold bunting has absorbed every 
generous emotion, or an annexationist “jack 
o’ the lantern” dazed our wits and choked our 
patriotic impulses, we ought to answer this 
question by sharing even our last crust with 
the poor children and women of the brave 
old city. Why can we not, for even a couple 
of days, cease blubbering at an ignorant 
Colonial office and a couple of awkward Gov
ernors, and surprise ourselves and warm the 
hearts of others by a noble, generous deed ? 
Perhaps our almost neglected firemen may 
not always snatch onr wooden town out of 
the flames, and we may one of these drizzly 
mornings have something worse than Gov
ernor Seymour to howl over. What I propose 
is that the Canadians organise and lead oS in 
opening a channel through which public 
sympathy and aid can flow. Let them call 
out the girls to give a concert, the boys to 
give a “ benefit,” the clergyman to preach, 
and the citizens to subscribe to a “ Quebec 
Relief Fund and if, after they have got His 
Worship to telegraph their distressed coun
trymen a Christmas cheer, “if the blessing of 
him that was ready to perish should come 
upon us because we delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherless and him that had 
none to help him,” at least one of your 
readers will feel it no dishonor to be called 

A North America* Chinaman.

The Bellingham Bay Mines.—We learn 
from a miner recently arrived from these 
mines, that work has ceased and will prob
ably not be resumed till the spring. It is 
the intention of the manager to drown out the 
fire still raging below. It is intended to 
sink a fresh shaft about a quarter of a mile 
further on the lead.

Sudden Death,—Capt. Wm. Honey, a 
native of Scotland, and well known in Brit
ish Columbia, died suddenly on Monday 
evening, aged 54 years, of rapture of the 
bladder. An inquest was held yesterday, 
and after bearing the medical evidence, the 
jury returned a verdict of death from natural 
causes.

From the Sound.—The Josie McNear 
arrived yesterday afternoon from Olympia 
and way ports with a number of passengers, 
and a large freight of live stock as per 
marine report.

Improving.--We are glad to know that 
since his return tc this Island, Governor Sey
mour's health has improved materially, and 
that there is every prospect of his being 
restored to full health in a few days.

J. S. Helmcken, Esq., and other signers 
of petition of 20th November.

Church of Scotland Address to the 
Government.

The following address was presented yes
terday by Rev. A. Somerville and the 
Managers of St. Andrew’s Church :
To His Excellency Frederick Seymour, Gov

ernor of British Columbia, Commander- 
in-Chief, Sfc., Zfc.

May it please your Excellency—We 
the undersigned, Minister and Managers re
presenting the St, Andrew’s Church estab
lished in the City of Victoria, and in conex- 
ion with the Church of Scotland, desire most 
heartily to congratulate you on your Excel
lency’s present advent amongst us as the 
representative of onr beloved sovereign 
Queen Victoria, and as Governor of the 
United Colonies of Vancouver Island and 
British Colombia.

The branch of the National Church to which 
we belong was established by Act of Parlia
ment at an early date in the history of onr 
Protestant faith, 1560—was solemnly ratified 
and confirmed by act of King James VI, 
1592, and act of King Charles 1st, 1644' 
Daring the 300 years of her existence she 
has been distinguished by her loyalty and 
moderation in the struggles she has under
gone in maintaining a well defined Union of 
the Church and State, the illustrions names 
of those who have taken part in her ministry 
and the successful ednoaetion of a pions, 
intelligent, and indrustrious people.

As in duty bound, and as a Christian 
Church, it is our earnest desire, and will be 
the subject of our constant prayer, that the 
great Head of the Church—the only source 
of true wisdom to all rulers, both civil and 
ecclesiastical, may endow your Excellency 
with every requisite gift and grace, and 
abundantly bless your administration of the 
affairs of the now united colonies, so that, 
peace, prosperity, and happiness may dis
tinguish the whole course of your Excel
lency’s rule.

That your Excellency may be long spared 
to fulfil the high functions with which you 
have been invested with satisfaction to your
self, and benefit to the people at large, is 
our earnest prayer.
Signed by the Rev. Thomas Sommerville,

Minister, and the Managers of the Church.
His Excellency replied as follows:
Gentlemen ;—I thank you very deeply for 

the address that yon, the Minister and Man
agers representing St. Andrew’s Church of 
Victoria and in connexion with the Church 
of Scotland have just delivered to me.

I am well aware of the history of the 
Church of Scotlant; in whose worship I have 
often joihed with devotion, and I trust with 
benefit, dnriag my happy visits to the North.

I am well assured of your loyalty to the 
Sovereign whom I have the honor tempor
arily to represent in this Colony, and I know 
that that loyalty and your Christian spirit 
will induce yon to give me credit, for good 
motives at least, in the performance of the 
duties which are before me.

I sincerely join you in the prayer that 
peace, prosperity and happiness may flourish 
within ihe United Colony.

“ Unbecoming and Degrading.”
Editors British Colonist—Snob was the 

expression of the celebrated Lonia Sphor in 
reference to the treatment of musicians. Now, 
if music, the most heaven-born, soul-inspiring 
science of all the fine arts, is worthy’of any 
consideration at all, then I claim a word or 
two on behalf of the musician, for an art is a 
nonentity without an artist.

This is unbecoming and degrading, said 
Louis Sphor, as he was conducted from the 
orchestra to the larder, or to the servant’s 
hall, or pushed into the kitchen amongst the 
cooks, pots and kettles, there to refresh him
self upon the fragments and flat wine from 
the banquet table. Now an artist is supposed 
to be a being of superior mind and finer 
feelings than the pursuers of the more com
mon vocations of life, and therefore would 
feel the degradation ot such treatment more 
than another man. I am sorry to be obliged 
to say that I have not found my profession 
so treated only in England and where Eng
lish customs prevail. Music is the lifg and 
son) of all your gatherings. You must have 
mnsio on the battle field, and music o'er the 
tomb ; music in your ball room, and mnsio 
in your churches. Aye ! and yon dream of 
ethereal mnaic in the realms of bliss where 
dwells the “Great I Am.” I wonder if the 
musician will be crammed into the back 
kioben there 1 If I thought this mode of treat
ment extended beyond this sphere, I would 
qnit my profession and seek a livelihood by 
a more respectable calling, for it is better to 
be a brainless respected listener, than an in
telligent degraded artist. However, the 
treatment of musicians is of no consideration 
in British Columbia, for if H. M.’s Navy 
continue to famish bands for balls, &c., we 
shall all have<to migrate shortly.

I cannot close without 
on the letter written by the correspondent 
of the Cincinnati Commercial, referring to 
the souls lost on the Evening Star, be says: 
“But how sad the thought that a single buri
al ease should have taken down into that 
deep which nothing disembogues, so much 
of sin and wickedness as the Evening Star 
contained. Few single interments ever have 
included a hundred harlots, an operatic troupe 
and a circus company.” So he classes the 
opera house with the brothel, the harlot with 
the prima donna. The fool 1

The opera house and the theatre are in
stitutions authorised by the Government, and 
patronized by the learned and best people of 
the nation, even up to our Lady Sovereign 
the Queen. Is virtue in an opera house 
impossible ? Sin in heaven is not. I am 
sorry I am an artist, bat as God has made 
me, so I must remain, and as regards de
grading treatment at engagements, and 
souriions classifications by newspaper cor
respondents, why we most philosophize as 
the man whom the. jackass kicked :

“Put it down from whence it came."

LOCAL INTELLIGENCE.
Civic Address to the Governor.

Yesterday, after a short special meeting of 
the City Council, the Mayor and Councillors 
Messrs Hebbard and Layzell being absent), 

repaired to the Government buildings and 
presented the address which appeared in our, 
columns yesterday. His Excellency, who re
ceived the deputation courteously, replied to 
the address as follows :
Mr Mayor and Gentlemen of the Council oj

Victoria;
I feel much obliged for your goodness 

in presenting me with an address of welcome 
to your city and fully appreciate the senti
ment of loyalty towards onr Sovereign which 
has dictated it.

I fear that so long as gold remains the 
principal staple of the Colony much more 
will depend upon the success of the prospec
tor, than the skill of the Administrator or 
the wisdom of the law maker, but I may 
assure you that you may depend upon my 
most anxious desire to carry out such meaa. 
urea as may appear beneficial to the commun
ity at large.

I greatly regret to perceive abundant 
evidence that the year about to close has 
not been one of prosperity, yet I allow my
self to hope that the present despondency 
will be dispelled, and a revival of confidence 
take its place. Though the finances of both 
sections of the Colony are much embarassed 
I trust that 'reductions in the Public Estab
lishment, aided by the daily diminishing de
mand tor expenditure on public works of 
magnitude on the mainland, may bring mat* 
ters to a more satisfactory condition.

You may rely upon my constant desire to 
strengthen and support your municipal in* 
stitutions and promote the beat interests of 
Victoria.

Though all that remained of the once 
cf iplete freedom of your port is gone, I do 
l >. think' that the bommeree of Vic
ious will suffer in consequence, as the most 
liberal system ot bonding wi|l be introduced. 
1 trust that the prosperity of your city as 
wbll as of the Island generally, may be 
soon promoted by the abolition of a tax on 
real estate which presses heavily in times of 
difficulty.

Mrs Seymour joins me very sincerely in 
the expression of obligation with which I 
commenced my reply to yonr address.

Death of the Bishop of Calcutta.—Late 
English papers having a brief telegram an* 
nouncing that the Lord Bishop of Calcutta 
had been drowned in the Ganges.

The Cable.—The Mumford will leave 
to-day with Mr Haines on board to repair 
the damaged cable between Lopez and Fid» 
algo Islands.

Naval Mill.—A “ Salt ” named Shicock 
was yesterday fined $5 or 14 days impris
onment for attempting to stave in the top- 
lights of a comrade named Selmes.

From Nanaimo—The steamer Isabel ar
rived down yesterday in tow of the ship 
Revere, which proceeded on her voyage to 
San Francisco with 1100 tons of coal.

Governor Seymour yesterday attended a 
meeting of the Executive Connell at the Gov
ernment Building.

8®, We understand that payment of last 
months salaries has been again temporarily 
stopped at the Treasury,

The ship Prince of Wales left Royal 
Roads for England yesterday.

Naval.—It is stated that H. M. S. Clio 
will leave for the South early next week.

a word of comment

A Good Opportunity for Victoria.
Editors Daily Colonist :—It is impossi

ble that the brief harried statement which 
has reached ns concerning the sudden and 
appalling calamity which has fallen upon 
the fine old city of Quebec can be regarded 
by our people with indifference. However 
absorbed in their own troubles the rest may 
be, the sad spectacle of twenty thousand of 
their fellow countrymen robbed ol everything, 
and in one short hour driven from their fire
sides into the rude blast of a Canadian Octo
ber to keep body and soul together as best 
they might, must have made one portion of 
the community panse and reflect. Who that 
for a moment has thought of a population 
four times as numerous as all Victoria, flying 
to the neighboring bills from before the 
flames, while their dwellings were swiftly 
swept from the earth, and the aged and infirm 
crushed on their own hearthstones ;—who, 1 
ask, bnt has felt a shudder at their horror 
and a throb of pity for the unhappy victims. 
But the terror and excitement of snob a con
flagration are easily endured compared with 
the misery and wretchedness which follow. 
What sight can be more pitiable than that of 
a poor hardworking man—his affectionate 
and happy family torn from the home that his 
industry had reared for them, his strong arms 
paralyzed by the loss of his shop, his tools, 
and his occupation, the food and clothing of 
his little ones snatched from before his eyes ; 
all that made his home homelike or enabled 
him to provide for it, gone in a moment ; bis 
tender wife dying on the cold earth from 
fatigue and exposure amid the cries of his 
shivering children,—what more heartrending 
than to see this frenzied impersonation of 
Despair gazing around for that sympathy and 
succour for which, among such a vast aggre
gation of misery, he must look in vain. And 
yet how many just such are standing to-day 
in the face of the hard advancing winter in 
the old city of Quebeo 1 

Those of your readers who have read the 
bare published facts know well that I am not 
“ piling on the agony,” nor exaggerating one 
jot or tittle. They know that among 20,000 
homeless lugitives there have been hundreds 
of such cases, and the Canadian portion of 
them must know what a Canadian winter 
means for a poor beggar and hie family. 
What must it be for two thousand families 1 

Now I wish to enquire what is to hinder 
us making the case of these people our own 1 
There is a great moral effect in help sent from

Cannibalism.— Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul at Fernando Po, Mr C. Livingston, 
was at last accounts on a visit to the Bonny 
and New Calabar rivers in Her Majesty’s 
ship Oberon for the purpose of endeavouring 
to reconcile the turbulent natives in that 
neighbourhood, whose quarrels have for 
some time greatly interfered with the palm 
oil trade. It is, however, doubtful whether 
be will be successful or not. The quarrels, 
though of old standing, have recently been 
greatly aggravated by the Creeka men hav
ing made a raid upon New Calabar, and 
captured a lirge number of prisoners, up
wards of 100 of whom were killed and eaten 
at a cannibal feast ; and the New Calabar 
men have signified their determination to 
retaliate in a similar manner.

Collection Suspended.—We understand 
that His Excellency the Governor has given 
instructions to the Harbourmaster to sus
pend the collection of dues under the Stock 
and Carcass Act ; and the landing permits 
in connection with the Harbour Dues Act, 
until such time as the existing tax laws of 
Vancouver Island can be adjusted by the 
next Legislature. This is another step in the 
right direction, and shows that Mr Seymour 
is not only a man of words but also of deeds.

Victoria Turn Verbin—At the halfyearly 
election of officers held on Monday evening the 
following members wete elected : H. F- 
Heieterman, President, (re-elected); F. Stem
mier, Vice-President ; E. Jnngermann, Treas* 
nret; J. Gillon, Secretary, (re-elected); Robt. 
Lowenbërg, Zengwart ; Ohas. Dechant, 
Teacher ; Edward McQuade, Assistant 
Teacher. The Verein numbers 70 members 
and in in a flourishing condition.

ŒF” The reported loss of the Active 
proved to be a canard.

0. s.,
For the profession.

Victoria, Nov. 1866.The Chief Justiceship.
The following is His Excellency’s reply 

to the peoples petition respecting the Cbief- 
Jnstioeship of the United Colony.

Government House, 
Victoria, Dec. 4th, 1866.

The Post Office.
Messrs Editors;—The question is often 

asked, why don’t we have the Post-office as 
near the centre of the city as possible 1 When 
we have to go to the Post-office for letters, 
the location should be as near the centre of 
the town as possible, so that all parties could 
have easy access to it.- The Government 
own a- splended site, admirably adapted for 
the purpose, situated on Government street, 
where Messrs Franklin and others .are 
located, which, with a very Slight alteration, 
wonld make a fide office, centrally located, 
and easily accessible to all. The Govern
ment are paying a considerable rent lor. the 
present building, and it would be a great 
saving in money and time to the public if the 
Post-office was on Government street. L.

the prospectors in British Columbia 
will net make the country contented 
or prosperous, if Mr Seymour and
those under him fail in their duty. j have had the honor to receive yonr pe- 
Sucoess depends upon the « skill of the tition of 'the 28th ultimo., expressing your
. , , . . , .. „ - ,,_(a|| confidence in the administration of jus-Admimstrator and the wisdom of the ™ ,ha Supreme Court of Vancouver
law-maker.” Vfithou the exercise of island, and praying that Mr Needham may 
those qualities we shall fail most be appointed Chief Justice ot the United
miserably as a Colony. Prospectors jt jg vety beneficial for a community 
will, of course, do their share towards when such confidence is placed in the in- 
the development of the resource, of
the Colony ) but the weight of re* wj8^ in any way to interfere with the ad* 
sponsibility rests with the Govern- ministration of Justice or the local position
ment. Wise legislation is the main- «^appoint that gentleman, however quali- 

spring of all that is great and good in fled, to the position of Chief Justice of the 
a"country, and the effort, of th. Gov- h^^h.

ernment must be directed towards anotber judicial officer who has done good 
rendering those now in the Colony and valuable service on the neighbouring 
“ j . . -, v main land for several years antecedent to thehappy and contented before others atfjVaj anfobg us of the one you would de-
from abroad will he induced to take aire to see placed in the more prominent

AiY&n (f ns position.
° ' Mr Begbie proceeded to (he more res

tricted British Columbia with the well 
grounded expectation that he was at a fu
ture date to be the Chief Justice, of that 
poition at least, of the territory comprised 
within the ancient limits df the Colony. 
Numerous petitions would, I doubt not, were 
it thought necessary, testify to the public

}
Gentlemen :—

A Witness Rejected.—In a London Po
lice Court the other day, a Fitness about to 
be sworn said that if he ktised the book he 
should feel bound to speak the truth ; but he 
did not believe in the doctrine of future re
ward and punishment, recording to the 
sense in which men ordinarily understood it. 
He did not bçlieve he ehoild be. punished m 
a future state if he did not speak the truth. 
The Justice declined to Administer the oath 
to a man entertaining sur l opinions, and his 
evidence was not receiver,

|®*A Boston reviewer is severe on “Grif
fith Gaunt.” He says ; < [t might have been 
written in the latitude of Salt Lake City by 
a Mormon elder of a literary turn, with a 
seraglio of fifty concubines to furnish him in
spiration.

up their abode

The Judkial Question.
In another columti will be found the 

reply of His Excellency the overnor 
to the people’s petition, praying for 
he appointment of Mr Needham as
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