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suing over their glass of absinthe. 
Their absinthe is only three or four 
cents a glass, and it is a drink that 
contains the most nauseous ingredi­
ents, a mixture that first excites the 
brain and ends by turning men into 
worse than beasts.

The alcoholic habit is a constant 
drain on the slender purse of the 
meagrely paid workman and the dire 
results are far-reaching. The wife 
becomes a martyr to the husband's 
habits, and the children degenerate. 
They are born with a tendency to 
disease, thereby filling the whole coun­
try with undesirable citizens. The 
papers are constantly filled with the 
cold-blooded crimes that are nightly 
taking place in Paris alone. These 
degenerate offspring of the imbibers 
of absinthe are called “apaches.” Usu­
ally they are young fellows from 17 
to 30 years old—small in stature, slight 
and far from athletic looking.

Their manner of attack is always 
underhand; a warning is seldom given 
to their victim, and their habit is to 
slip quietly up to a person from be­
hind and without a word plunge a 
knife in his back. Sometimes a life 
has been sacrificed for the sake of a 
few pence and again and again the 
court trials have brought out the fact 
that the apache has killed for no other 
reason than a desire to shed blood. 
These degenerates are not of one sex. 
The woman apaches are as savage and 
unmerciful toward their victims as 
the men. All of them carry weapons, 
generally a long knife, and when 
aroused to a frenzy they are the most 
barbarous creatures that a civilized 
country ever harbored.

The great doctor, Professor Hayen, 
says it is useless to struggle against 
that dread disease tuberculosis unless 
one gets under control the abuse of 
alcohol. Alcoholic drinks, he states

task is a great one and it will re­
quire herroic effots ere the new birth 
can be hoped for.

The National League against alco­
hol, of which M. Voisin is the presi­
dent, has been instrumental in bringing 
about a gradual reform, slow, as all 
colossal movements are bound to be, 
but still it is making sure headway in 
its big undertaking. The league does 
not advocate teetotalism. It only sug­
gests using wine, beer and cider in 
moderation, but for spirits and aper­
itifs it enforces total abstinence. This 
organization has opened temperance 
cafes in different sections of Paris 
and also in many of the other cities 
in Erance. At the aperitif hour, tea, 
coffee or hot wine is served. Reading- 
rooms have also been established in 
different parts of the city, rooms 
where the daily papers, magazines and 
books are provided, and in connection 
with these libraries there are gymnasi­
ums for the use of every one. The 
aim of these reading-rooms is to en­
tice the workingman to spend his 
aperitif hour at these places. On each 
visit of a workman an illustrated card 
is given him. No matter how often 
the subject differs it always shows 
the laborer who abstains from alcohol 
as happy, healthy and prosperous, 
while underneath is the object lesson, 
usually a poverty-stricken workman, a 
hideous spectacle—the victim of drink. 
As an inducement for the people to 
patronize these clubrooms prizes are 
offered for the return of a certain 
number of these illustrated cards. New 
clothing, household utensils and even 
furniture are given in exchange for 
them.

Then great work is being done in 
the schools. It is by the present gen­
eration of children, who are being, in- 
structed in the abuses of alcohol and 
the terrible consequences of overindul­
gence, that the future stamping out 
of the green plague is expected to be 
accomplished. These children have 
entered into the movement with all the 
energy and enthusiasm of youth.

France as a nation, uses more ab­
sinthe than all the rest of the world 
put together. Statistics show that last 
year 5,000,000 gallons were consumed 
by the French people alone. Several 
times a heavy tax on the liquor Ihas 
been proposed, thus putting it beyond 
the reach of the poorer classes, but as 
yet no serious steps have been taken 
to make it a law.

above figures .....CHESTERTON ON DICKENS;

A BRILLIANT APPRECIATION

....... 4,000
BRITISH WARSHIPS EQUIPPED

FOR USING OIL AS FUEL

Total acreage of developed ground 
liable to taxation ............................. 11,000

Total acreage of unbuilt ground ex­
empt from taxation ........................ 4,000
Toronto would speedily become “the 

town site of a revolution" if the law per­
mitted speculators to rest upon their 
ownership of 4,000 acres of this city’s 
total area while the remaining 11,000 acres 
had to pay all the taxes.

The land taxes of the Lloyd George bud­
get propose to tax “unbuilt ground" at 
approximately 4 mills on the dollar, and 
give one-fifth of the proceeds to the 
municipalities for the reduction of rates, 
retaining the other four-fifths of the land 
tax for imperial purposes.

The Canadian who studies Glasgow can­
not understand the old country’s tolera­
tion under which 9,655 acres, or three- 
fourths the total area of a great city, 
is developed ground, built upon and liable 
to taxation, and 3,420 acres, or one-fourth 
the area of a great city, is “unbuilt 
ground," vacant property, exempt from 
taxation.

Tariff Reform Saved Unionists.
English law puts the onus of paying 

the taxes on the tenant, and if the ten­
ant cannot be reached the landlord is not 
liable, and the defaulter’s taxes add to 
the rates which burden the other tenants.

Scottish law divides the responsibility 
for taxes between the landlord and the 
tenant, but even the Scottish system is 
so bad that Glasgow failed to collect 
$137,500 of the taxes due the city last 
year.

The Lloyd George budget might be a 
subject of controversy in Canada in its 
proposals to make the landlord share 
with the state the unearned increment 
of his property when that property is 
sold. Even these advanced proposals are 
Just.

The conditions under which specula­
tors can hold one-fourth the total area 
of Glasgow, free from taxation, until 
they are ready to sell, are intolerable.

The wonder is that even tariff reform 
saved the Unionists from extermination 
on the issued raised by their ill-judged 
hostility to the land tax clause of the 
Lloyd George budget.

In Which Mr. Chesterton Turns the Limelight On Aristocracy 
Dickens’ Characters Were Not Caricatures. Advantages of the Change- 

Ship Gets Up Speed Earlier 
and Has a Wider Radius of 
Action.

be managed easily under all weather 
conditions, even when the ship is 
steaming at full speed. Heat is gen­
erated so rapidly with oil that a 
battleship attains her top speed in 
very much less time than when the 
stokers are putting in coal, no matter 
how fast they work. Thus the cruiser 
Duke of Edinburg in the 1907 - man-

Mr. 3. K. Chesterton was the chief 
speaker at the Dickens birthday com­
memoration in Manchester, Eng., re­
cently.

Mr. Chesterton said there was an 
eternal snobbishness in human nature. 
They were always tending to think a 
little too much about rich people. He 
did not say thinking too well of rich 
people; that was quite a different 
thing. The objection to aristocracy 
was quite simple. It was not that aris­
tocrats were all asses and blackguards. 
It was that in an aristocratic state 
people sat in a huge, darkened theatre, 
and only the stage was lighted. They 
saw five or six people walking about, 
and they said “That man looks very 
heroic striding about with a sword." 
Plenty of people outside in the street 
looked more heroic striding about with 
an umbrella; but they did not see 
these things, all the lights being turned 
out. That was the really philosophic 
objection to an aristocratic society. It 
was not that the lord was a fool. He 
was about as clever as one’s own bro­
ther or cousin. It was because one's 
attention was confined to a few people 
that one judged them as one judged 
actors on the stage, forgetting every­
body else. There had always been 
that great tendency to snobbishness, 
to forget the people with moderate in­
comes, and to remember the people 
with lots of money.

It was the tendency to write all 
their novelettes on the assumption 
that all baronets were at least six feet 
high, whereas most of them were not 
even of normal stature. That tendency 
had been in all history, and had exist­
ed, thougli not more than at the pres­
ent time, in the feudal days. Never­
theless, if they wanted to know ex­
actly how much the Middle Ages were 
aristocratic, and exactly how bad their 
undemocracy was, they should consider 
a sentence which he had read some 
days before, "After all, the knight in 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales was not 
any more chivalrous than Colonel 
Newcombe." That was quite true. But 
the real difference between Colonel 
Newcombe and Chaucers knight was 
that Colonel Newcombe never would 
have gone on the Canterbury pilgrim- 
age. After Chaucer’s time this snob­
bishness, this class feeling, had risen 
until it had overpowered them all, and 
they were the snobs they were.

Dickens and the Vulgar.
Here and there, there appeared in 

history one of those great voices 
which called them back to their com­
mon humanity. It was one of those 
that they were celebrating. The 
comparison between Chaucer and 
Dickens was one which might be car­
ried considerably further. A great 
many of the ordinary vulgar accusa­
tions against Dickens (he said “vul­
gar" because they were generally ad­
vanced by weedy, cultured people) 
could be equally advanced against 
Chaucer; for instance, the fact that 
Diekens saw first of all about a man 
the trade he worked at. The answer 
was that that was the way living men 
saw living men. In recent years the 
power of the people who did not earn 
their own living, but attempted to 
teach other people to do so, had in­
creased. and therefore literature about 
straightforward and rugged and plain- 
speaking people had proportionately

decreased. There was just that same 
thing in Chaucer and Dickens. He 
had heard Dickens blamed for what 
was called his superficiality. That, 
again, they would find in the great 
mediaeval poet. Dickens was in the 
nineteenth century what Chaucer had 
been in the fourteenth. Chaucer had 
been so strong and living that his 
influence had lasted for hundreds of 
years after, and for hundreds of years 
people had done nothing but imitate 
Chaucer. Dickens’ art had been so vio­
lent and living that it had had an 
even stronger effect still, so that very 
tew people had tried, and certainly 
none had succeeded, in imitating 
Dickens.

The Charge of Exaggeration.
There were some people who would 

tell them that Dickens’ characters 
were monstrously exaggerated. The

New York Sun: Whether the report
in London that the admiralty has de­
cided to substitute oil for coal as fuel

ouvres, with oil as a fuel, made 23 
,knots an hour against a head sea in a 
critical moment, and the battleship 

. King Edward ran away from a coal
is familiar with the experiments made using enemy. To bring the compari­

son home to our own navy, if Samp­
son’s fleet had been able to stoke with 
oil on July 8, 1898, it would have made 
much shorter work of the Spanish 
squadron.. Oil is said to be more 
economical than coal, for the furnace

on warships is true or not, no one who

by the British authorities and has ob­
served the rapid construction of reser­
voirs at the naval ports to hold stores 
of oil would be surprised if the gov­
ernment confirmed the report. Two 
years ago it was announced that oil 
would be burned exclusively on the i 
seagoing torpedo boat destroyers. The 
larger war vessels were to carry sup­
plies of oil and experiment with it. 
Work was begun at Portsmouth on at 
system of tanks equipped with hose ' For two years or more many of the 
connections through which oil could battleships and cruisers of the British 
be pumped into ships lying at the 
jetty, thus doing away with the con-

can be fed automatically with oil 
without waste. It is true that coal in 
the bunkers furnishes protection to the
vitals of the ship, but for this reason 
only is it preferred to oil.

literary art did not navy have been carrying a store of oilpropose to de­
scribe things as to supplement the coal supply. Ves­

sel of the King Edward class have 
been refitted so that either oil or coal

they were. The liter-
fusion and dirt in coaling, and saving 
time and labor.

The advantages of using oil instead 
of coal for fuel are so great that the 
nation that first equips her warships 
with the necessary apparatus and es­
tablishes a chain of supply stations 
around the world will steal a long 
lead of naval efficiency over her rivals. 
That this is England's intention has 
been apparent for somé time. All parts 
of the empire has been explored for 
petroleum, and promoters have gone 
far afield in countries like Persia to 
find a sufficient and Inexhaustible sup­
ply of oil for the navy. It has been 
struck in great quantities in Nigeria, 
and the same report comes from Egypt 
and Australia. While the quest was 
going on the admiralty, with great 
faith in the result, has been preparing 
supply stations in all parts of the 
world.

A warship taking on oil instead of 
coal for the stokehold can at once dis­
pense with 75 per cent of the working 
force. This liquid fuel can be carried 
as ballast in the double bottom of the 
ship, and as the oil is consumed water 
can be admitted. Coaling on the high 
seas lias always been a difficult, pro­
tracted and tedious operation, but 
pipes passed from a tank steamer into 
the side of the war vessel will quickly 
fill her reservoir. Stoking with oil can

ary art proposed to discuss people as 
they appeared to other people. People 
saw other people as exaggerated; and 
literature did not correspond to life 
or to truth, but to speech and an ora­
tion. That was a very important point. 
Literature was not supposed to be God 
Almighty summing up at the end of 
the world. It was supposed to be 
somebody telling a story about some­
body else. The second thing to re­
mark about, the charge of exaggera­
tion, was that at times Dickens did

can be burned exclusively. Stoking 
|with oil, the destroyer Swift maintain­
ed for some hours the speed of 38.3 
knots, or nearly 45 land miles, and the 
battleship Dreadnought has done far 
better work with oil than coal. Still, 
in spite of the demonstrated advan­
tages of liquid fuel, it may be doubted 
if the British navy is prepared to dis­
pense with coal altogether. It would 
require not only the possession of 

Iample sources of supply in the differ­
ent parts of the world but a very nice 
calculation to keep the fuel stations 
replenished and ready for war. Oil 
could be more easily destroyed than 
coal, and it would be necessary 
to protect and guard the tanks. A 
supplementary stock of coal might 
be the means of saving a ship or even 
deciding a campaign.

With its habitual foresight the Brit- 
ish admiralty is not likely to place its 
dependence entirely on oil no matter 
how abundant the production of oil in 
its possession might prove. But all 
signs—the refitting and storing of 
ships and the building of reservoirs of 
large capacity at Chatham, Ports­
mouth, Plymouth and on the Mersey 
—point to a decided preference for 
liquid fuel over coal by the British 
admiralty.

emphatically, are responsible for a 
large percentage of tuberculosis dis­
ease.

Guizot, the great French historian, 
in speaking of the condition of France 
between the years 1483-1559, said it 
was a period of decay and of a new 
birth—a time for reforming itself and 
setting itself in order." This obser­
vation is most applicable to the pres­
ent day. The whole thinking class of 
this great country has graced itself for 
a long and determined fight against 
alcoholism, and already its efforts arc 
meeting with some success, but the

exaggerate, having an extraordinary 
genius for invention, but the degree 
to which he exaggerated had been 
enormously exaggerated in its own 
turn. It was, for this reason, because 
they had the misfortune to live in a 
snobbish country. The rich had al­
ways one ideal dignity; they liked to 
look impassive. The result was that 
they had in their public schools and 
universities the attempt to produce a 
considerable degree of the pretence of 
uniformity. They had now in the 
upper classes a vast amount of what 
was called good form, which was 
simply everybody trying to be mis­
taken for everybody else. They tended 
to judge all mankind by this class; but 
if they once came in contact with the 
mass of mankind, if one began to dis­
cuss finance with a charwoman, or 
good reasons why one should not be 
thrown out with a potman, if one once 
got fairly to human grips with those 
classes that formed the vast mass of 
mankind, one would find one’s self 
inside a page of Dickens.

It was very hard to sum up all the 
eventual good that Dickens would do 
the world. He had taught all to re­
gard their own private life. Dickens 
had created what might be called the 
great comedy eye, for all the people 
who might be regarded as a bore. He 
had created comedy in the domestic 
life. The right way to regard the odd 
and the tiresome in one's life was the 
Dickens way. That was the essential 
thing about Dickens, that he had 
taught people to see the comic ro­
mance about daily life. He had taught 
people to look into other people for 
the comic part of other people; and 
by doing that he had been so great 
that he had survived the great abyss 
of pessimism that had come after him. 
and had risen again to his just and 
final reward.—(Cheers.)

REGENERATING GERMANY.
Many a chapter lias been written on the 

regeneration of Germany. Where once 
barren fields stood, so barren that food­
stuffs would not grow, there have arisen 
vast works Lriktling with the stacks of 
factories, and thousands of commercial 
flowers grow where once not even a weed 
would flourish. And in all these plants 
chemists are working, controlling the 
products that are made, and creating new 
things, and for every new and useful 
compound more work is found, and 
whereas, emigration was the rule in Ger­
many thirty to fifty years ago, and its 
best people left it like rats from a sink­
ing ship, today many are immigrating, 
for it’s a flourishing land which chemistry 
lias retrieved. Germany was always poor 
up to ten or fifteen years ago. With one 
or two possible exceptions, no vast in­
dustries existed, and it had nothing to 
export, but today its exports are enor­
mous, its people prosperous, in sad com­
parison to its neighbor, Austria, where 
industry is making slow progress com­
pared with Germany.—Dr. Maximillian 
Toch, in Science.

HOW GLASGOW IS GOVERNED.
A STRANGE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Tenants, Not Landlords, Pay the Bulk of the Taxes—Tri­
umphs of Public Ownership—One-Fourth of the Area of 
City Exempt From Taxation—Necessity of the Budget. Toothless Age Coming

Mr. John R. Robinson, editor of the 
Toronto Telegram, writes to his paper 
from Glasgow as follows:

Glasgow is a noble city, with its 
“innumerable caravan of docks" and 
its boast of "twenty miles to Green­
ock,” with the ear never out of sound 
of the hammers at work in the ship­
building yards on either bank of the 
Clyde.

A cloud on the glory of Glasgow is 
the number of shoeless children or 
"bootless bairns,” whose bare feet hit 
the pavements tha fail to glow warm 
and bright under the smiles and tears 
of the "mild genial winter" that haunts 
the valley of the Clyde.

Glasgow's wealth and activity as a 
leader in the noble science of munici­
pal government does not put boots on 
the cold feet or food in the hungry 
mouths of little children.

Glasgow's Conquests for Public 
Ownership.

Yet it is easily seen that Glasgow's 
conquests for public ownership have 
made life happier and brighter for 
thousands of human beings.

The masses of Glasgow's population 
would get less out of life than their 
present scanty share of this world's 
good things if franchise-grabbing cor­
porations could add the burden of 
paying dividends on $30,000,000 or 
$40,000,000 worth of watered stock to 
the inevitable hardships of life in 
Glasgow.

The courage of Glasgow in bringing 
water from Loch Katrine, its success 
in operating an ideal system of trams, 
with low fares and a seat for every 
passenger, Glasgow’s triumphs in th? 
supply of gas and electricity — all 
these great questions demand separ­
ate treatment. The question of taxa­
tion in Glasgow is worthy of brief con­
sideration. The local details of that 
question reveal the urgent need for the 
removal of appalling injustice either 
by means of the Lloyd-George budget 
with its land taxes or some other cura­
tive agency.

“A Pretty Story,” But Not True.
The old adage to the effect that a 

lie can travel round the world while 
the truth is putting on its boots was 
embellished with a fine modern illus­
tration in the form of the oft-repeat­
ed story that.

"Glasgow makes so much money out 
of her gas and street railway fran­
chise that the municipality collects no 
taxes in that city."

It was a pretty story, and “the pity 
is it isn’t true." Glasgow does not ap­
ply to the reduction of taxation any 
share of the earnings of its gas works, 
its electric light system, or its street 
railway system.

Glasgow Taxes the Rental Value.
The rental value of Glasgow's 180,- 

000 houses and 9,555 acres of devel­
oped ground is placed at $25,000,000 
per annum.

The phrase “rental value" implies a 
method of. assessment that is foreign 
to Canadian ideals.

The Canadian assessor values the 
land at so much, the house at so much, 
and the municipality collects the taxes 
on the gross valuation.

Old Country law places the burdens 
of municipal taxation upon the actual 
earning power of the property.

Where there is no earning power 
there is virtually no taxation.

"Unbuilt ground" has no earning 
power—it is exempt.

“Vacant houses” have no earning 
power—they are untaxed.

Glasgow Taxes About the Same as 
Toronto.

Glasgow collects $5,400,000 per an­
num as taxation on the rental value 
or the earning power of 9,555 acres of 
developed ground. This revenue from 
taxation is supplemented by the 
“rates" on
Houses that rent for $100 per

annum and under ....................153,000
Houses that rent for $100 per 

annum and over ......................... 27,000

Glasgow still elects parish councils 
to administer poor rates and school 
taxes. The Glasgow bailies are en­
throned in the municipal buildings, and 
they look after the larger concerns of 
the city’s life.

The difference between actual value 
and rental value is too substantial, 
and parish and city taxes are so in­
termingled that it is not easy to fur­
nish a basis of comparison between 
taxation in Glasgow and taxation in 
Toronto.

It is substantially true that the 
parish and city rates in Glasgow work 
out at a tax of about 20 mills on the 
dollar on the actual value of the prop­
erty assessed. According to this esti­
mate the municipal taxation in Glas­
gow is about equal to municipal taxa­
tion in Toronto.
One-fourth Glasgow’s Area Is Exempt 

Land.
Glasgow could administer her whole 

municipal government on a tax rate of 
14 mills on the dollar if "unbuilt 
ground" were not exempt from taxa­
tion.

The full iniquity of the system which 
the land taxes of the Lloyd George 
budget tried to end is illustrated in 
these figures:

American People Losing Their simply a part of a general vital de-
preciation. Decay of the teeth is 
generally accompanied by a coated 
tongue and other evidences of bac­
teria. We lead further:

Grinders—Dental Decay Go­
ing On in All Nations.

"The above facts are presented as 
■ evidence that the modern civilized manThat Americans are losing their Tict Let , : , :1. e must begin to give attention to his

teeth, and that not only they but all teeth and give them extreme care or 
civilized peoples must take care or he will lose them. The savage man 
they will become permanently tooth-and the wild beast of the forest have 
22.1.= 

4 A • 1 . than does the orang-utan, or the
their e American people are losing chimpanzee. But the modern civilized 
a eir teeth. The same process of man lias so long neglected his teeth, 
dental decay is going on among all and has cultivated degeneracy to such civilized nations. The investigator of a degree that the utmost care must be 
the future who may happen to com- given them to prevent their total loss, 
pare the skulls in the burial-places of "The mouth and teeth should be 
he ancient mound-builders with those thoroughly cleansed before and after 

exhumed from present-day cemeteries each meal. At least twice a day the 
will be greatly impressed by the con- teeth and gums should be thoroughly trast. The mound-builder s skull has freed from adhering materials by rub- 
massive and symmetrical jaws, for the bing with a proper brush. The brush 
reason that each jaw contains sixteen should not be so sharp and stiff as to 
teeth, well developed and well worn by cut the gums. The use oi: Chemicals much usage, but intact, free from de- for cleansing the teeth is wholly un- 
cay and held in place by strong roots, necessary and may be seriously harm- The present-day skull rarely, if ever. ful.
contains 32 teeth or if it does, it is "The teeth should be also well pol- 
but a short time that the 32 teeth are ished, and glistening. When rough or present. The latest-comers—the so- slimy, deterioration is taking place, 
called wisdom teeth of which there The most important tiling to be done 
are four, one at each end of the arch for the protection of the teeth is to 
of each Jaw, remain but a short time, adopt such a dietary as will secure a 
owing to the fact that they begin to clean tongue. As long as the tongue decay before they have emerged from is coated and the mouth is swarming 
the jaw. It is very rare indeed that with destructive bacteria, which are 
a person is found who possesses 32 capable of producing dental decay, the sound teeth. The wisdom teeth are alimentary canal and the whole body 
almost always defective and a source are exposed to infection. Every por- 
of much trouble. The roots are not tion of the food or drink which passes 
properly developed, and there is often through the mouth carries into the 
not room enough for them in the Jaw. stomach with it millions of these dis- 
In a few instances, nearly all the teeth ease-producing bacteria, which finding 
are found to be defectively organized, their way into the intestine, reproduce 
misshapen and misplaced." :themselves in prodigious numbers, give

These dental defects, the writer goes ing rise to intestinal autointoxication 
on to say, are not simply inconveni- with all the mischief which grows out 
ences. Defective teetli mean defective of this condition. The proper toilet of 
power to masticate, with impaired di- the mouth is far more important than 
gestion and impaired nutrition. But that of the hands and face 01 any ex- 
indigestion is not often a result of de- terior portions of the body. Children 
fective teeth: rather is dental decay should be taught the proper care of the result of indigestion. An un- the mouth from early childhood." 
healthy state of the mouth is itself Literary Digest.

THE FLOW OF ROCKS.
Among the grants made by the Carne­

gie Institution in support of nature in­
vestigations is one item bearing this 
quaint title, "For investigating the flow 
of rocks." Thus it appears that the 
solid rock can flow, and that it is of 
importance to ascertain the exact facts 
about tins strange flowing. Such investi­
gations are conducted with the aid of a 
hydraulic machine capable of producing 
a pressure of 120 tons to the square inch. 
Under tills pressure marble, limestone, 
granite and other solid rocks exhibit the 
phenomenon of flow, although, of course, 
the rate of motion is exceedingly slow. 
The import of these investigations re­
lates to the shaping of the earth’s crust 
under the force of gravity.—Exchange.

STAGE VENTURES
IN OLD LONDON

ABSINTHE DRINKING IN FRANCE 
KILLS AN ARMY CORPS YEARLY

Effort Being Made to Win the and weakened, According to the T , n statement made by a famous officer,People Back to Wine—The the garrisons are filled with men phy- 
A 1 sically unfit, the hospitals are incum-Country Going Through an bered with sick soldiers, the police sta- 

tions and prisons are filled with in- 
subordinate men, the undoubted cause 
being drink. Drink, he says, is the 
arch enemy to discipline and without 
discipline there is no army.

This sad state of affairs has ex­
tended even to the colonies, and the 
native Africans are being decimated 
by the alcohol habit introduced to 
them by the occidentals. Regions that 
were very productive are slowly be­
coming denuded of labor, for the col- 
lonists must depend on the native ne­
gro, inasmuch as the white man is 
not acclimatized, and perhaps in cer­
tain districts never can be.

Statistics show the appalling de­
crease of the population in the prov­
inces of Brittany, Normandy, Picardy 
etc., where the race has been hereto­
fore so strong and vigorous. In Nor­
mandy alone there has been a loss in 
the last 25 years of 200,000 inhabit- 

fries, such as Italy, Spain and France, ants. In some districts the 
bave hardly understood the word cline of the race has been 50 
drunkenness. It was a condition rare- * " *

Acres. 
Total acreage of City of Glas­

gow ................................................ .12,975
The unbuilt ground in the above

figures is .......................................... 3,420

Leaving as developed ground .. 9,555 
The 9,555 acres occupied by buildings 

pays $5,400,000 to the treasury of the 
City of Glasgow.

The 3,420 acres of "unbuilt ground" 
held for speculation pays $3,650 per 
annum in taxes to the City of Glas­
gow.

British law permits Glasgow to tax 
"developed ground,” improved by 
building, at the rate of $565 14 per 
acre.

British law compels Glasgow to tax 
“unbuilt ground," that is held for spec­
ulation, at the rate of $1 per acre per 
annum.

Llovd George Land Tax Was Just.

Charles Frohman’s Repertory 
Theatre — A Dozen New 
Plays and Fifteen Revivals in 
the Next Five Months.

Alcoholic Crisis—A Green 
Plague.

France is passing through what may
be called an alcoholic crisis. Many
of her public men declare that she is 
in the grasp of a much more dreaded. 
foe than ordinary alcohol—that subtle 
and slow but sure poison, absinthe.

This great republic is awakening to 
the fact that her people are on the 
decline, morally, physically and men-: 
tally, and the momentous question of

The opening of Mr. Frohman’s reper­
toire theatre season on Feb. 20 at the 
Duke of York’s Theatre, is the talk of 
the London theatrical world today, and 
small wonder, for never before has a 
manager put forth such a programme, 
and never before, it has been said, has 
a commercial manager gathered around 
him enough artists and plays to run a 
repertoire theatre on a money-making 
basis, if the public wants it.

Last year Herbert Trench started his 
tenancy of the Haymarket Theatre with 
the idea of running a repertoire theatre. 
His programme was sufficiently varied 
and interesting, and one wealthy peer 
alone is said to have backed the idea 
with £30,000. After one artistic failure, the 
second piece caught on. and when it had 
to make way for the production of Mae­
terlinck’s “Blue Bird,” It was only moved 
to another theatre, and is still running 
today, while the "Blue Bird" shows no 
signs of weakening in its flight.

Frohman, however, is going to see if 
the public really wants repertoire. His 
list contains a dozen new plays and fif­
teen revivals, all to be seen within the 
short period of five months, for the pre­
liminary announcement speaks only of 
the period from Feb. 21 till the end of 
the summer.

Of the fifteen revivals only three were 
originally presented by Mr. Frohman, 
namely, the plays by J. M. Barrie, “Qual­
ity Street, What Every Woman 
Knows" and “The Admirable Crichton.” 
With one exception the other plays are all 
modern English works, the exception be­
ing Dr. Gilbert Murray’s translation of 
“Iphigenia in Aulis.” Of Pinero there 
will be “The Amazons,” “Trelawney of 
the Wells,” and "Iris”; of Bernard Shaw, 
“Man and Superman," “Major Barbara” 
and "The Doctor’s Dilemma"; of Gran­
ville Barker, “The Voysey Inheritance" 
and “Prunella"; of John Galsworthy 
“The Silver Box" and "Strife"; one by 
Haddon Chambers, "The Tyranny of 
Tears," and one by John Masefield, “The 
Tragedy of Nan.” These plays, it will be 
noticed, include the pick of the old Court 
Theatre plays, with several of the best 
of the last ten years.

Of the new plays that which arouses 
most interest and curiosity is “The Sen­
timentalists," a comedy by George Mere­
dith. The play is unfinished, but will be 
played as the author left It in manu­
script. The fragment, which Is Intended 
for the first act of the play, is in two 
scenes, and is so complete in itself as to 
justify Its production as a one-act play. 
Other new plays are “The Outcry," by 
Henry James; “Justice" and “The Eld­
est Son," by Galsworthy; “Misalliance," 
by Bernard Shaw; “The Madras House,” 
by Granville Barker, and “Chains," by 
Elizabeth Baker. There will also be new 
plays by Somerset Maugham, and two 
new one-act plays by Barrie,

absinthism is so vital an issue that
noted French doctors like Brouardel,
Richard and Motet of the Academie de 
Medicine are using their united efforts 
to arouse all Frenchmen to the dan- 
gerous pitfall that is at their door. :

Apply the conditions of Glasgow to To-Heretofore the wine-drinking coun-
ronto, and the figures would stand:rapid de- 

. or 60 per
cent of the population. When one 

ly met with either in the workmen or realizes that the French as a people 
in the upper class. In any of these are not emigrating to other countries 
countries if an inebriated person tot- one must look for the cause for this 
tered along the street he was hailed terrible falling off. Children born 
with derision, hooted at by the small Cl

SLAVERY WHERE THE COCOA GROWSAcres.Total acreage In Toronto..................... 15 000
Unbuilt ground included in the’

GREAT GUN FIRING 
BY BRITISH NAVY

Awful Conditions on Portu- thinks that the circumstances in which A , the labor is recruited are chieflyguese Cocoa Islands Exposed blame.9 
What those circumstances are may 

be guessed from such a fact as that 
in Angola, as in parts of the Belgian 
Congo, "villages no longer lie along 
the main track.” Some of the people 
sell themselves, others are sold into 
slavery; and at any rate, to sign away 
their freedom in entire ignorance of 
what they are doing. An “awful mix- 

by William A. Cadbury, the great bleaching onchottles is hackles . and 
cocoa and chocolate manufacturer and along which the recruiting ''gents take 
philanthropist. their armies OPT sesents take

It contains the story of what he saw the coast. No vers owea 
and heard in the cocoa plantations of tholic priest said to that an old Ca- 
San Thome when he went out to West one occasion that toimiadbury on 
Africa in the autumn of 1908 on a voy - sometimes wished that s despair he 
age of inspection on behalf of the might be swallowed in the dmislands 
English cocoa manufacturers. As all the sea, and all their the depths of 
the world knows, Mr. Cadbury found The conditions have been sended." 
that the conditions under which labor more terrible because of the obstacles 
was recruited on the mainland for the put in the of th.. A a2 W • or the Angola natives ever returning home again.

,.-- born of 
alcoholic parents die by the hundreds 
before leaving the cradle, and the mil­
itary authorities claim that alcohol 
costs France an army corps each year, 
and the French army contains only 
twenty corps.

boy and was a target for the jeers 
and hisses of every passerby, but this 
feeling against the man who has 
“taken too much” has changed within 
the last ten or twelve years in France.

by the Cocoa King, Wm. 
Cadbury—Disgrace to Civ­
ilization.

Percentage of Hits Shows a 
Marked Increase — The 

Record.
The people of the other countries France has a unique custom—that is 

still keep to their custom of drinking the “aperitif hour.” What the French 
only the natural light wines of their people call “aperitif’ is in the Ameri­

can parlance an appetizer. Each day 
from 5 o’clock on practically all men 

of ; cease whatever work they are engaged 
a in to indulge in their habitual aper- itif, which is, in the great majority 

of cases, a glass of absinthe. Other 
countries in Europe depend on their 
afternoon tea or coffee, but the French­
man in general absolutely demands his 

united strength and brain to check this absinthe. This is a C_, 
evil, the sorry consequences of which is followed out almost without 
are so manifest today. The whole - -
beautiful country of France is in the

“Labor in Portuguese West Africa,” 
is the title of a book just published

country, and they remain sober, in-
The result of the test of gunlayers 

with heavy guns in the fleet during 
1909 appeared as an admiralty return. 
Their lordships note with satisfaction 
that the standard of shooting attained 
in 1908, which was in advanced of that 
of previous years, has been maintained. 
The number of ships that fired in 
1909 was 116, as compared with 117 
in 1908 and 121 in 1907. Further par­
ticulars appear in the appended table:

dustrious and law-abiding. but in
France the gradual introduction 
spirits has brought into existence
generation possessing a lower mental- 
Ity, a less robust physique and filled 
with unsound principles.

France is facing a big problem. The 
thinking Frenchmen all are using their

daily routine that
a break, 

and the custom is no respecter of 
classes. There is simply a difference 
in price, quality and place of taking it. 
The cafes at this hour present a scene 
of great activity. Cafe life in Paris 
is outdoor life, and the chill of win­
ter is no barrier in this outdoor drink­
ing. An awning protects the patron 
from the elements, while a huge ovl- 
inder stove is supposed to give the 
necessary warmth. On the boulevards

Excess of hits 
Hits. Misses, over misses. 

1907 .................4,073 5,465
1908 ....... 4,826 4,183
1909 .................5,108 4,330

In 1907 the excess of misses 
hits was 1,392. The percentage 
to rounds fired was 42.70 in 1907 53.57 
In 1908, and 54,12 in 1909. The hits per 
gun per minute were .40, .66, and 63 
respectively with the 12-inch and 10- 
inch gun; 2.01, 2.20, and 1.94 with the 
9.2-inch gun. and 1.58, 2.51 and 2.47 
with the 7.5-inch gun.

In the order of merit the China 
Squadron comes first with 68,691 points 
per gun per turret, the Home Fleet 
(third division) and the Third Cruiser 
Squadron second with 49,872, and the 
second division of the Home Fleet and 
Second Cruiser Squadron third 48,613 
points. In the Home Fleet second 
division) the Natal made the highest 
number of points in the whole naw 
(89.44). With her 9.2-inch Mark x

throes of the green plague. A greater 
adversary than ever Napoleon had to 
fight against is in lier cities with pow­
erful allies in the towns and the coun­
tryside. Napoleon is generally accred­
ited with robbing France of her most 
stalwart men. thus leaving in his wake 
only the weaker, but the savants now 
claim that alcoholic drinks, the most 
formidable of which is absinthe, are 
the cause for the degeneration of to­
day.

In the minds of the majority of Eur­
opeans the army and navy are the 
backbone of every country and there 
is much reason in this conclusion. Un­
til a more enlightened era, when a uni­
versal peace conference will settle all 
international disputes, the countries of 
Europe must protect themselves with 
a strong army of stalwart men. It Is 
to the French army that the disastrous 
effects of too much alcohol or absinthe 
drinking are felt first. Most of the 
recruits indulge more or leas in the

San Thome cocoa plantations amount­
ed to slavery, and that the death-rate 
on that island and on Principe was 
sensationally high. Neither the Port­
uguese Government nor the planters 
showed a sufficiently clear determina­
tion to put a speedy end to these con­
ditions, with the result that, as is also 
well known, the British manufacturers 
in a body declined to buy any more 
cocoa from those parts. It is hoped 
that the American manufacturers will 
soon follow suit.

In the present volume the facts are 
presented without any sensational 
overcoloring. The facts in themselves, 
however, suggest terrible things. In

643
778 

over 
of hits

WALKED TO PARLIAMENT.

All members of Parliament did not 
ride to London from their constituen­
cies in the old days. Mr. Barclay, of 
Ury, who represented Kincardineshire 
in the eighteenth century, always 
walked the whole way, doing his 50 
miles a day with ease. Marathon run» 
ners may note that his refreshment on 
the journey was a bottle of port, poured 
Into a bowl and drunk off at a draught. 
George III. took much interest in Mr.

are cafes where the bourgeoisie and 
the men of independent means congre­
gate at the hour when they take their 
aperitif. The price of absinthe here 
is 10 or 12 cents a glass, and if there 
is a virtue in absinthe it exists in the 
fact that at these better cafes the 
drink is at least unadulterated.

An exact imitation of this daily 
scene occurs in the poorer quarters. 
Instead of the well-dressed man of 
the period one sees the white or blue 
overalls of the workman and hands 
and face still covered with the grime 
and dirt of the day’s labor. All have 
stopped work for an hour or half an 
hour, as the case may be, and they.

the island of St, Thome, for instance 
—which is “as salubrious as a West 
Indian island,” and where the people 
suffer from no lack of food, or ex­
ceptionally bad conditions of housing 
—the imported laborers die at the rate

Total rate of the houses in
Glasgow ..................................... 180,000
Taxation in Glasgow, stated In terms 

of Canadian currency. Is approxi­
mately:

“Parish taxes, poor rates and schools, 
12 cents on the dollar, rental value.

“City of Glasgow taxes, 13 cents on 
the dollar, rental value."

Barclay's achievements, and said: "1 
ought to be proud of my Scotch sub­
jects, when my judges ride and my 
members of Parliament walk to the 
metropolis." The former allusion was 
to Lord Monboddo, who always rode 
to town instead of driving, consider- 

cal population from Angola would dis- ing it unmanly “to sit on a box drawn 
appear in ten years." Mr. Cadbury by brutes."—London Chronicle

guns she made 44 hits in 53 rounds, 
and with her 7.5-inch BL, 38 hits in 
43 rounds, the points per gun per tur­
ret being 86.24 and 94.24 respectively.

of 100 per 1,000. “Without a constant
poisonous drink, so that the very _ ______
foundation of the army is undermined too, are talking, gesticulating and ar-

stream of emigration the entire servi-
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