THE MISSING
SQUIRE

Or, a Birthday Disappearance.
By Jabey Wraywright.

“Mrs. Brogden,” said Sir Arthur
Dodson, entering hastily, *1 would
recommend that you ladies retire for
the night. You can do neo good, and
do but torture yourselves needlessly.
So far we have failed to come up with
your nephew, and we think now that,
after parting with us, he was called
away so suddenly that he had nct
time to notify us. e will probably
return in the morning.’

Two at least among his listeners—
Mrs. Brogden and Grace Claremont
—showed very plainly that they put
but little faith in his explanation.

¢ That can scaicely be,” said the
older woman, dejectedly. ¢ The ser-
vants would have known.’
he answered ;
¢and once again, dear madam, permit
me to beg that you retire, Every-
thing that can be done will be done.
His friends will not remain idle.’

“Come,” said Mrs. Brogden, without
turning her head, “Sir Arthur _is
right—we can do no good; a . wo-
man can but sit with folded hands and
endure.”

A few minutes later the room was
deserted; the fire flickering on the
hearth cast quaint shadows through
the gloom; now and then a log crum-
bled and fell, scattering a shower of
ashes, and lighting up for a moment
the wreaths and garlands on the
walls. “Welcome to Broad Oak” ran
the legend over the doors. A while
ago nothing seemed more appropri-
ate, but now, while this mystery was
unsolved, the young host’s absence
unaccounted for, the cheerful words
seemed almost a mockery.

The next morning dawned bright
and clear. Already from the'tiny vil-

lage down the road came the sounds
ot life; but in spite of the bclls that
rang so gaily from the tower, and in
spite of the laughin: voices of child-
ren who knew no beciter, it was evi-
-dent that some deep sorrow had
checked the careless words and still-
ed the laughter on the lips of the
older people.

All night long, armed with lanterns
and torches, the village men had
sought for their young master, and
now, just as the world was waking
to a new day, they had returned—
with tired bodies and heavy hearts—
bringing no tidings.

Up at the Hall the same grim
shadow reigned; it sat down with the
guests at the handsomely-appointed
breakfast-table, it followed them down
the winding hallways, and through
the stately rooms. It stood with
Grace Claremont amidst the grace-
ful luxuries of. her chambers;
peered over her shoulder when she
glanced listlessly at her colourless
face in the mirror.

“O Heaven! this suspense will kill
me,” she cried aloud. “Can it be,
Sidney, my love, that you have taken
your own life? If this were true
could I ever forgive myself?”

Slowly the sad day passed, and
now it was once more night—the still
soundless night of the.country.

‘ Not necessarily,’

from London had
celebrated detective,
and at sight of him who had un-
ravelled so many mysteries, hope
sprang anew in the breasts of all.

Mrs. Brogden left her room,
ordered that tea should be served in
the drawing-room at the usual hour.

Grace Claremont, whose shadowed
eyes and weary air told a story that
was not to be misunderstood, array-
ed herself in one of the shimmering
gowns that Sidney admired, and be-
neath a cold exterior sought to hide
the grief that was only too apparent.

The younger men hovered about the
fire, wild with impatience to know
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what course Sergeant Burrows had
decided to pursue.

The mental strain was too great te
admit of anything like conversation,
and Miss Claremont was wondering
if she wnuld have strength to beas up
through the evening when the dool
opened, and Sidney Bargrave

in their midst.

Sidney Bargrave himself. There
was no mistaking the lithe, well kni
but it was not the same

stood

young form ;
maan who had parted so carelessly
from them only a night ago. For the
that lay in sof:
was as white

fair, curling hair,
masses about his brow,
as the driven snow, and the laughiny
that never glanced but

and cold beneath

dark eyes,
kindly,
their lashes.

As he advanced further into th¢
room, the spell that had at first bound
the party was broken. Mrs. Brogden
sprang forward with an inarticulat.
cry of joy; the young men crowded
around, offering their congratulations
Grace Claremont alone made no sign.
She drew back into the shadow, as if
anxious to escape observation.

“Come, old fellow,” said Sir Arthwr
Dodson, endeavouring to speak light-
ly, “tell us where you have been’
You frigntened us most unwarrant-
ably.”

“Where have 1 been?” repeated the
young squire, vaguely.

“Yes, yes, try to remember!
did you do leaving us
night?”

Bargrave
a dash of colour
cheeks.

“Last night, when I left you,” he
said, speaking in the even, emotionless
tecne with which one repeats a les-
son, “I little dreamed of all that
would befall me ere we met again. Not
finding my flute where I expected it
to be, I wondered into the hall, and
stood there trying to recollect where
I had last had it. All at once I re-
membered that several days before I
had, out of very idleness, strayed into
an unused part of the building, and
thinking that I might have laid it
down there, I at once made my way
to the far-removed western wing. I
thought of carrying a candle, but the
lamps were burning in the hallways,
and when I reached the old music-
room beyond the tower, the moon-
beams stealing through the barred
windows made a light unnecessary.
As 1 had anticipated, upon a carved
oaken seat, where I had myself cast
i* down, lay my - missing flute. 1
sprang for it, my foot slipped, and I
fell heavily forward. The floor seem-
ed to give way beneath me, and I knew
no more. ;

“When I came to myself, it was to
find that 1 lay face downwards in a
hideous underground cell. Around
me were~the cold, unfeeling walls,
above me the heavy timbered floor,
with the treacherous trap-door, of
whese very existence I was ignorant.”
His eyes flashed, his lips quivered.
“Shall- I tell you of my mad fury
when I found myself thus imprisomed?

were fixed

W hat
after last
straightened . himself up;
came into his pale

‘Shall I ‘tell you how I moaned and

wept in my agony?”’ He glanced

about him ‘at the grave troubled
faces and sympathetic eyes; “Nay,
better not—no one save myself shall
know the misery I endured, I “eall-
€a for help until my throat was
parched; - once' I thought 1 heard- foot-
steps, and I cried aloud—there Wwas
no response. This morning, after I
had given up all hope of deliverance,
to my great joy I perceived stealing
through a chink in my prison. roof-a
faint, hardly noticeable ray of light.
I warned me that I was separated
from the outer world by only a few
feet of brick and mortar. I hoped
once more. Drawing my clasp-knife
from my pocket, I fell to work to re-
move the bricks and cut-a’passage
for myself.

“It did not take me long to discov-
er that the task I had begun was al-
most beyond my strength; the few
feet of brick and mortar proved to be
many—the masons had done their
work well—my knife was dull and
€d by an inexperienced hand. More
than once 1 cast it aside in despairing
hopelessness; more than once during
the long struggle for freedom 1 told
myself that 1 had gazed my last upon
all that made life dear.” He paused.
then went on, but so hoarsely as to be
almost inaudible. ‘At length th:
work was done, and through ths
cpening I had made I crawled forth
into the open air.

“I came through the front door, and
hearing voices, guided my footsteps
hither. 1 fear I am but an ill-looking
cbject.” He glanced at his bruisec
hands and disordered garments. “Yor
will forgive me, I hope

He broke off, and lifted his hands
dazedly to his head. In the mirro
opposite he had seen reflected the¢
snow-white curls— legacy f las
night's vigil.

“What does this mean?” he cried, i1
a terrible voice. “Can I be going
mad? Are my senses forsaking me’
Tell me, you who call yourselves m)
friends, am I myself? Am I indeed 1
or some other?”

He reeled like a drunken man; i
his eyes, the gentle, kindly eyes of yes
terday, leamed the light of insanity.

“Answer me,” he repeated, turning
furiously to the %assembled
“what does this mean? Who am 1?”

Grace Claremont noiselessly lef
her seat; in this moment of suprem:
peril the haughty society girl vanish
€d, and the true, loving woman tooi
her place.

“Sidney,” she whispered, laying he:
little trembling hand on his
“l have so missed you.”

“You have missed me?’ he said.

“Yes, oh, yes. I thought you would
never come. Remember, it was onl)

Every Woman
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last night that you told me ‘Grace, }
love you."”

“Grace, I love you,” he
gazing wistfully down into her
ed eyes.

“Last night,” she went on, bravel;
but the warm colour dyed her cheeks
“you asked me if I cared for you.
answer you thus.”

She drew his tall head down ant
kissed him tenderly..

At the touch of her lips he started
a wave of feeling swept across his
face; his eyes softened.

“Dear heart” he murmured, drawinz
his arm about her shrinking figurc.
“you have saved me from a faith that
is worse than death. A moment ago.
and I scarcely knew what I was abou
To these gentle eyes, these loving
lips, I owe my reason.”

“Hark!” she cried, lifting her fair
flushed face from his shoulder, “do
you not hear the bells?”

“Yes,” he answered, reverently,
“rejoice and give thanks, they seem to
say. We shall not forget, sweetheart.

repeated
uplifi
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we who have so much to be grateful
for.”

“Indeed you have,”
heartily. “Go, Jack,
tain. Sidney, old comrade, - in
words can I congratulate you? Greaf
and unwonte:.
thought this
woulr

cried Sir Arthu
and tell the cap
wha

with deep
feeling, “how little we
norning our birthday mystery
nd so gladly.”

What Was It?
(tuess what he had in his pocket?
Marbles and topsrand sundry toys,
Such as always btlong to boys,

A bitter apple a leather ball?
Not at all.

heavens,”

What did he have in his pocket?
\ bubble pipe and a rusty screw,
A brassy wat¢ch key broken in two
A fishhook in a fanhgle of string?
No such thing.

)
his pocket?
whistle h

What did He havé'in
iingerbread crumbs, a
made,
Futtons, a knife
A nail or two, with a rubber

Neither one.

with a broken blade
gun?

What did he have in his pocket?

Before he km\\ it, it;slyly erept

Under tltdSUHS ctnefn]h kept

And away they "all of them quickl;
stole—

‘'Twas a hole.
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ard of excellence.
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*ooking purpeses has many distine
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Stoves,

1. They are economical, providins
the gas is not used carelessly.

2. They are convenient; they can 1«
lighted and extinguished instantly
and are always ready day or night.
3. They are eleanly, causing n
dust or smoke, and utensils are kep
clean.

4. They are easily managed, even
by inexperienced workers.

5. Heat can he regulated with the
greatest ease and certainty.

6. Time is saved, as there are no
flues to clean, coals to carry, or stok-
ing required.

7. Stoves can be hired at reasonable
rates from the gas companies, and
their broken or worn parts are re-
placed free of charge by the company.
8. Meat cooked in a gas oven loses
less in weight than if cooked in a
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Rabbitts, Rov,
ant Roadipo.q, Tsabclia,
Hamilton
Joseph,
New Gower
retd.

., Tretd.
Rogers, W. J., Gower St.
Reid, James, card,

Cornwall Aven:.e
Mrs. J., Bond St.
Miss Jennie. card,

Casey’s St.

G. P. O. Rogers,
Street
Deliveryip we.

Roberts,
ne Strect Rumsey,

Springdale Street S

Starks, Roland Geo., card

Spr mgdale Street Sparks, Mrs. Wm.
\olland, Miss Carrie,

Mrs. Thomas,
Pennywell Road

A. E.. Water St.

Miss Lovelett
Young Strect

Stamp,
s. Dwyer !
Samson,

P. 0. Snelgrove,

Lewis Place g 1o A W,

1Spencer, Altl(d
New Gower Si.
Sherwood,’ Emily F.
ing Road Sheppard, Laura,
Military Road
Miss KElizabeth
Fred
Simeon
D. F., Long’s 1Iill
Mary Elizabeth,
Prescott St

‘bm ith,
Street Smith.

{Smith,
{Smith,
iSimpson

Pleasant Str ‘""ialmms. Q.

John C.
Lillie, care G. P.;0
Anna, retd.,

lgno“
w:no“
Scott,

B. Mille

en Street
Snow, Isaac, Allandale Rd.
|Strong, I‘. G.

IScoles, C. B.

Field St.

‘aqulres Ellen, i
Lime St.

Spurrell. John,

Sullivan, Mr.,
St. | Peanywell Roul
__|3quires, Miss Magt.
Streetizyllivan,
P

John J.,
, Barnes’

Graec|

™

| Taylor, Robert,

|Taylor, Wm. .

{Taylor, D., retd.

and Fans' New Gower Stiect

[ Farranville, Miss L.

Miss P., retd

card,  Irebbit, A. S.

ew Stree | rilley, Mrs. Wm.,

td. | Milley, Mrs. C. W.

Chompson, Wm.

Cobin, Dick, retd.

fuck, Nellie

furnbull, Frank,
St. John's

card

retd

Delivery | w
Vay,
Varren,

Philip, card

Miss Lillian
Rennie Mill

Wadden, Mrs. P., retd.

escott St. Way, Miss Madge, card

Wallard, Miss Bride,

26 —— Str

Warren, Alfred, retd.

1gal Cove|Walsh, Patrick,

er St.

Road

)

late Bay Bulls
John,

Long Pond
Mrs., Gower St.
Miss . Gertrude
Whelton, J. J.

West, Wm., Alexander St.
Wells, Joseph, retd.
Moses, card
G. P. O./White, Miss Lilly,
care
e &"Sons|Whiffin, Eveline,
late Badger Bryok
White, Miss E., George's S5t
Miss H., card,
King's Road

Walsh,
Rouad
r, Way,

retd.

A. Bisuop

Water Street/Wilkinson, Mr.
FPleasant St.

Wills, Miss Mary,
Williams, J. H.,
Waldegraye Stre:t
Wilson, Mr.,
d. care Hotel
White, F. H.
Whitton, Mrs.
Mrs. M.,
carve Gen’'l
Miss Lilly,
| Rennie Mill

retd.
card,
Royal
Elizabeth

Deliverv

Road

SITAMEBEN'S I.IST.

A E
Arthur, White, Ge
schr. Annie Raymond
Harvey,

s.8. Algerinc

Barnes, C

ewis, Wm., Sullivan,
schr. A. K. Maclean

schr. Atlanta F

schr. Annie H. J

Bradbury,

Simeon, s.s. Beatrice

Strickland,

l.eMarquand, Capt.,

schr. Cecelia
D

Lambert,
Louis? sc

Stuckless,

schr. Dorothy
Joseph,

offley, -
schr. Dorothy Louisc

orge S.,
schr.
has. W.
schr.
Michael, ¢s.

Emulato:

Ethie

Parsons, Charles,

schrfi Florence D.|
Jonathan,
schr. Florence!
Capt. John,
Florence M. Smith|

Parsons.

Albert,

bhr. Gladie

Bennett,
schr. Grace

lloldau;

Emulaior

’Kenned‘\',

L ,
Perry;~George,

Payne, Frank
schr,

Forsey, Samuel,

8.s. Louisburg Norris, Amblose

I\enned\

Wm.,
(Gill, i

Ua)ry
‘ schr. Minnie J. I
Dm\hng Capt. John,
" sehr.,

schr. M,

N
Capt. Wm
schr,

Capt. Saml.,

Burke;- Capt. Mark.
schr. Nellie Louise

8.8. Louisburg

P
Loyalty|Blagdon, Silas, schr.

Portia
Mosher, Wesley, schr. :

Portia

schr, Pacquet

8

M.-S. Benguriam, Capt. .,

“ schr. Sh

Tickman Keefe, Cornelius, ook

Maskiol ¥ 8.8, Stella A.\mris

Matthews, Richard,
schr. Victor

\Yo‘ev!, J., schr. Victory

Fraser <5
\eginn

Winsor,

Nina 1., Edward,

ographic and ()pncal Goods,

etc., etc.,
I Quotations on Demand.

(Establishéd 1814.)
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General Post Office, June 16, 1911.

schr. Waterwitch

H. J. B. WOODS, p. M. 6.

Sinclair’s Spare Ribs are Chea

‘a5 A3Chursh.tan ;- Londou, £,

New Cabnage, Sclirs S)are Rils,

200 Crates Choice NEW CABBAGE,
. 25 Tierces Sinclair's SPARE RIBS,

p.

Orders now booking for delivery on arrival.

Georgse WNEAT,

Per SS FI.UHIZEL

California A les,
Camormapgranoes
California Pears,
BANANAS.
Celery Cucumbers,
Turkeys and Chlcken
AMERICAN CORNED BEEF.

JAMES STOTT,

Bannerman House

INA
Lot of Cot

only 2c.
glightly soiled. Fine

each while {

pation purposes at lo

Lot Blo

Fancy Coloured Musli
avorth half as much

LADIES’ ¥

Distinctive Styles

Imitation

in Pale DI

Dress Linens

in Light Bh

Ladies

Very Smart S

Try FARRO
which

J. FARRD

is be

83

SL

Wholesa

Embroiderie

Ing

W. A. SLA

Duckworth

elsewh

THE JOHNS

FACTO

Rails, Posts,
Laths and

] Orders

The JOH

OFFICE, Prescott §
WACTORY, Long

Job Prin

i




