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Continued.

Mr. Tessier regretted to have to ex-
press his indignation at the manner in
which these petitions and the petitioners
received by hon. ge t
Mr. Shea sp
p woit-ly of the petitioners,

were emen oppo

site. The hon ke contem-
and charac
terized their arguments as flym.y and un.
He (Mr. T.

gentlemen~ that

of cousideration,
woull assure the” hon
there were names appended to that,whos=e
oppinipns on general matters of trade,
eqialled in weight to those of any hon.
member of this Hou-e, and whose kbpw
ledze of even the pu' 1 c finances, was not
i.ferior to that of the hou. gentieman
himself, who assumes to controle the Re~
celver General's,views and purpo-es,
who i: pait cually the whole Governmeut
in himself, FHe (Mr. I'.)had no hesi a
tion 1 saying taking all ei:cumst-
ances into account, the Reeeiver Gener
al would have a revenue for the current
yeuar of not less than $1,060,000, suppos-
inz that the 15 per ceit is retained. On
what prineipal then does the hon. gentle.
min 'mlw% e such enoimous taxation on
the peop'e when according to his own
ofii e1n. statement he 1equiresa mnch less
sum to carry on the affairs of the colony
As he Mr, Tessier propo ed retur ing to
th.s subject avain before the debate closs
e> he would not turther detain the lmuw
at present, than by strongly protesting

the reten.ion of this bur lcn-
some and unnecessary tax.

Hon. Muv. Shea thought that the hon.
member who had just sat down was mis<
takenil ; some ol ll:a statements, and es-
peciaily so n relerence to the treatment
of the petitioners before the House a<k-
1ng for the remiss onol the 15 per ce.t.
He (Mr >) was not aware that any want
of respect wa. shown to the pet:.tioners.
‘I hey do not necessarily show them any
disiespect because they may difter with|™
them in op:inioun. '‘Would the Govern
raecut, be would ask be bouud to swal.
low the demands of every petition suds
nntted to them by petitioneis wtihout
exer¢ising an independe t opmion? If

worthy

1
tn 1!..

a v 3¢
aga st

they do not, they would be unworthy the |

positions they hold a- custodia.s of the
puolic trust, The hon member disclaim-
any connection with setting up those
positions. He was not aceu -ed of it,and
suppose he did, it would be a lagitumate
and proper exerci-e of his 1,11\119593
The hon, gentleman concluded as fols
lows :—>uppose, for instance thatcoun-
ter po. tions were presented to this iiouse
askiug that this 15 per cent sheuld not
be removed. Last year th-1e was a pet-

wigition presented by those interexted in

“the Boot a, d Shoe Facto) y, asking for a
protective duty upon leatherware ; there
was another petit.on agamst .it. 'The
louse could not accede to the request
of the two reats of petitioners. The
House dealt with them simply upon their
mer ts, as they had a right to do, and
tliey have dorie it the present instance,
I'he whole question at issue resolves it-
self into this ;—Ave you' by the atiol tion
of the 15 per cent, purposing to "place
the Receiver General at the end of the
vear at the wrong side of the acecount.
tie did not think ‘‘that hon, members
wished todo that; nor did he think the
bon Keceiver General would perm't them
todo it, 'A more’ unholy ousinate’ cru.
sade could ‘not have - ‘besn carried on
against apy publie fuetionary than bon
memoers-have, for the past few ddy, cars
ried on dgainst the Receiver General res
lative to this matter in’ ’de‘bate and s

: only surprise is that the Heceivs ¢ Genowdl M

o e

.
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and |

‘ally interested in the welfure and pros-

| perity of tue country, they will hereafter de<Giave, praying for grints of money|

re oice that they (id not succeel on the
occasion in depriving the Government of';
that grave responsibility which now rests |
upon them of carrying out large measurs
es of prouress.

Hon, Surveyor General, (Mr Donnelly) |
had no opporiunity at an earlier stage|
in ths devate of offering any observation

on the subjeci matter under consibera-
tion ; and tue lateness of the hour had |
ne (u-ly preciuded him from oftermz any
observations upon it atall. But the hon|
member for St. Jobhn’s We t, Mr., l(’Sslel,
had made some statements to the accur.
acy of which he (Mr T) not only coma|
mitted his ow~ judgment and opinion, |
oi the general I'rade.  These statements, |
or more properly unconscious misrepres
se .tations he (hon.S G. j'cannot permit |
to pass by unciallenzed and unrefuted.
In the first instance he (Mr. I'.) clain
that we will have, during the cuirent
year, a ve:y mirked increase in the quans
ity of ¢ ad valorem’ goods impnted n.
to this market ; and also that tuese ¢ ad
va orem * goods will§ te of enha.:ced
value as compared with a similar class of
goods impo: ted in 1378 and  1879. On
nerther side of these p ints could he (hion
S &) agree with the hon member who
preseuted the pe it.on, In the irst p ace
suca a statement is a meie matter of
speculative opinion. based oa no facis or
reliable data, and to likely to Ye d-mo-
lished by the stern logic of eyents ; waer
as inthe second place, if we conira-t the
known merease of any one year with an
other, we wiil fi d that 1 no case do the
imporiations of a given year rise in exces
f another year by twe.ty per cen .
[hat a revival i trade has taken place
on the otner s de of tiie water he was free
to admit. but tiat that revival woul:
matteria ly attect the purchi.es ofou 1m
porters, he (hon, S.G ) cousidered wi
extremely dounttal. Large orders’ had
yeen sent home in January which woui
ve ii led to a considerable extent at lasi
vear’s ruling prices, and :f tnere shoul
be any advance atall, it can scarcely ex
ecd from ave to ten per cent on _sprn
mpoitations, There are, 1t s true, ru-
mors of a probanle 1i-e in the value ci
particular Iimes of goods in ‘he him:
market , and it is -me;y envugh should
this prove the case that many commers
cial men will dup icate their oriers and
judiciously increase their =pring. stocks.
But thi, mast of course result In a dis
min <hed importation of ad valorem
good ; to meet the auum requirement ..
It 18 h ghly improba le, nowever, that if
the prices are higher we are likely to
have a very much larger impeortation
Neither do low prices and 1.creased ims
portations preserve an invariable sequens~
ce, Thereareother and moie 1mpors
tant factors that mu-t havea placo in
our cal:ulations, 1f the aggregate
produce of the count:y mateial lv noreas
ses, and it tae p-ices obrain abie iu for-
eign markets for proiuce represent re«
munetative quid pxo que—in a woid, f

[mittee of the

If hon members are res from Moses Morgan and” others; inhabi. the subsidy would Le saved......

tants of' the district of Biigus and Ports
1o open up and repair : ronls y streets and !
briiges in those sestleme; \ts.
| Ordered that the said several petitions
|do 1 e upon the table.

On motion of the hon. Attorney Gene-
ral, secounded by the bon, A Shea;
| Re oleod, That a seect committe
'be appointed to eonsider and 1ep ntas
to the practicabil ty of constract ng a
| Railway thiough the district of Ava on
on the bazis of the svrvey made in 1875,
Iwuh extension to ports 1 Coneept.on
| Bay ; and turther, as to the
of Lhe raid lnll\v..v north and
| within the means of the colony and wits
hout 1ncrease to our fiscal charges ; also
that a message be sent to the Lmr lttn
souncil asking that body to ppoint
seiect commit_ee, to meet a select coms
House, to consider and
report as is to the practicabi ity of con-
structing a Railway throuzh the distr ct
of Avalon upon the basis of the
of 1876. with exten-ion to ports in Con,
ception Bay ; and further, as to
ion of the saill Riilway north and west,
it w_thia the means of the colony, and
without ncrease to our fiscal charvges.

Hon, the Premier (Mr. Whiteway)
was anout to introduce for the consiier
vtion of the House

survey

extenss

a subject of very gx'e;xt
the futare of th s
country, an'l he trusted that the result
f their deliberations wouldl

importance as rezards

be the init
the
When in 1878 he

ation of a new, epoch in nistory of

had in
troinced ‘a suite of resolutions upon the
ubject of a Rulway, the ohject contem-
vated was the eonstruction of a roal ac-
oss Newfoun !land (o form a 1 nk in th:it
reand chalp of  communication whic
conceived ana  written ot by My,
standtord Flemne, to connect Britain
with the Pacfic ccast by crossing thas Ats
antic Ucean, Newfoun iland, the Gulf of
t. Lawrance and Canada, this beibg
'on-idered by hm as the shoytest ani
most expenditious route and haviffg the
wlvantage of ¢ oss ng entirely B itish
o Iltfn\’. There were those wno sbil
held the gpinion  that this woull be the
1ot Oof the o hter, Now, the whole of
this lme lard down by him, with branch
lines to towns on the route, wonll piro-
ab y be about 35) miles. 1t had been
sa d that a browd guagze voa i woull, pro
ably, coast from ahout $20 000 to $25 =
00U a mile ut that wis unaecessary ;a
hree foot <ix inch guage would meet all
our requ reme The cheapest raii-
vay in the word is sa d to be at Fait
Fesid in Germany. The line 1s five mi es
n fenght an 1 the guage 1s 2teet 5 jinches
the m‘lnr_g stock cousists of two engines
three passenger carriages, two goods vans
and four open trueks, The locymotive
wei rh\-‘]", tons loaded with (beat
[1.]»4 of travei in the future from Britain
to Il)(l‘d. anl Ciaina. T'he wresoiution
which he had introduced in 1873 were

the country,

vas

b8

16l
Tiu‘l

prosperity s the rule among onr people
ve then may reasonably caicalate upon |
somewhat larger importation, no maiter
wieather tue prices at which our goods {
are purchased abroad are high are c\)nh |
DA watively low. Ho \h(m. X, G ) did |
not at present see auy probatility of|
such ncrease. During the pasi few|
years the I'«):elgn markets that are open
to our produce have been eXceptionaliy
hizh, au.l our caitch of fish has been fairiy |
prolitic. Add to this (hat the Norwes
vian tishery ot the current vear 1s a large
one, and we have be fore us some ver)
impo’tant facts that should guile usin|
our estimate of the probale increase |
in our ad valorem impurb(mona durtng
tite present year. With the knowled :e
of such facts as he (bon,S G.) had just|
adverted to how could it be sali, w th|
any show ot reasvn, that the.e will be|
an increase in our puichasing power, |
having e pecial rega.d to the fact,

l
|
‘

\

of |
enhanced prices on all lires of at valor
em goo ls. For tue past two or three
months i1mpoiters have been purchasing
at thie old rates, anid many he was aware
had_duplica ed thieir orders in view ot
the ait.cipated ri‘e ; but no one cau eals
culate w.tu any ce. tuum) that such a rise
will be to the extent of 20 per cent, a
contended ©y the hon. mem rer Mr.
‘Pessier.: In the past the hon. members
oppo-ite have charged. the (:ro»e.umeut
‘'with having a_deficit every year; and
now when it is the object of the (m\ er«
ment to keep out of debt, they are charg.

istuct

warmly received [)y the I‘t‘gf~l.;ti.l:¢‘, anda
amoug other thing.it was hen resolved
taat an annuaal suosi iy ot 3{'_".)).-)0-\) and
liveral grants rf erowa lands should be
made to any company whieh should con-
and continue 1m operation the
road asro-s Newfoandland, co necting
| by steamers with Britain on theone h: llnl
land with the Intereolon al an | Canadian
iines on the other ac oss the Gulf of S¢.
| Lawrence. Af.er a long discussion the
on, Premier concluded “thus :— T 1e road
to Harvor Grace would ve a part of
|the .other. The ca'riages each occom-
imodite twenty~eizht passengers. The
i working staff coasists of an engine driver
| irema -, guard and plate layer, their to-
tal wages being thirteen shil ings a day
[he pas enger fares ars siXpence first
cla-s and fourponce seconl c¢lass. Toe
charge for a cow is one shilling, sheep
anl pigs threepence each and two snill-
ings per ton for general geods. lle had
been iniformed tblt the work nmght be
done for eigat thousanl doliars a. mile
while otheis had sail $16,000- but in
the ab-ence of data it was impossible to
arrive abanything but an approximate
estimate. Well then, say, Whoie dis~
tance from St. John’s passing :

head of I'rinity Bay, Garnas

der Bay to Exploits, with

Branch connections, towns

in « ouception Bay, and on

the line.....: seliiiie .. B0 omitles
At.$ 12,000 per mie......cce.....$4,200,000 |

ed with unnedessariry increasing the |
aritt, ln eonclu-1on (said the Lion: Sui«|
veyor Gemeral) 1 unqu.shhfdly give my '
support and a.sent ‘to the adupution of |
the Taritt’ of the past year.

" Tuespay, March 16.
Pursuant to . adjumment, the House
met to day at 3 o'clock. :
the Legis-

‘I'be Master Chanecery to
_ative. Couneil vrought down tue follow-
ing Message :—

Bank Fis shery Bxll
me:,l-t. »

Oademd mat the said memge do lxe

mﬂ

_without Amond-~

1T'his wou d be ea-ily obt: u\mule at 4 per
ce t. mitere t, say theretore mteres st per
lannum $168,000. It would  be-asked
how was this (0 be made up : our coasial |
steam sub-idy was now $32 000. Ina-

much'as tlie railroad wouald pass the
head. of Placen ia Bay, that a»d all com

munication westwai«d could be reacuel!
by tappimg of the road at the head of
FPlacentia Pay. saving all steam commus |
nication between thab Bay and St. John's |
roun i Cape Race, a long route. Again,
smaller - teamers ata less suoaxdy would
be -required . nor h, connecting places
with the roals in t.ne Biys. upon the
establ shment of the rai'way, We might
fairly eaiculate that at the éxpmiﬁun o,f

-.ﬁ-

i 3 i

EL*I

Mr, Noi &,,’ ,Wﬂd nevm,petxﬁxon. &e.pme qoastel ft.eam canmt.,m’,’(

4 >
) O GENO o4 EER R 3

extension!
west, if |

Conception Bay Steamer: subs
BUEY .Suilisasvardbniss odiakie
Winter Coastil Serviee..... PRy
Ilnwe est on Fishery Award ......
|Surplus on -Revenue, as per
Envimiabe o8 vl omiiisoodos toisi s

8,000
z g ))
3V, 000!

22,000

a4 -

’ $ 3 Q\‘),\) )0
Balanceessssess iose caenee 80000 |

. Ejiui,'H)

Or about 44 cents per head adduional]
taxation on the population. Wouald it
not e a specalation if we vonld have
this worik completed at an anoual tava-
tion of 44 ceits a head addivional? Now
it woul | be observed he had made this|
caleulation leaving all present approprias
tl yas for roads and other purposes iniac t |
although he con-idered that they may |
faily take $30.000.a year fiom hela gei
roal grant of 150 QUY and appropriaie
L‘JL:;;')«JH a year voied for general puus
bic imorovements towa:ds paying the
terest upon this sum. which would reals
iy reduced the o»ligation to a very smadll
amount. e had put this vienw forwara
as being the darkest aspect, but there
was 10 e taken into cousderation the
beneiit ari-ing to the country from in-
creased seitlement and general develop-
ment. . In 1378 they had been quite
w. g to subsidize a road to the extent
t $120.000 per annum, and many would
“Lu- gone to the extent of $200,000 or
$ 250 000 per annum, and those Who
wouH have done so were r.ight, for tae
indiree; benelits would have been more
than a compeisation, Tne add uovbai
vbligation now proposed was, as 1t weie
notning to wuai touey would -have then
widertaken taus tar then as regards he
nterest. Now came the working expens
s24, and here he must confess ne was at
v loss (0 set (own any deiinite sum, but
12 had heard from gool authouity that a
iine might be woiked, one tra.n each way
per day, al a maxinum amount of $oU, -
VU a year for 11UV miles, that the ex-
pense of working would decrease in pro-
portion to the length of the lne. Lie
wvould aow pray them to invoke the as-
eal slster power—steam

on «

in

sistance ol the g
il endeavour o place
evel wita others, and not to stop shoit
on hav ng imtroduced one of tiuese civ.i~
1zing agencies, e moved for the ap-
Pt mtment of a select committee to take
e za J 'CL O bhe ra iway Hito coustieras
Lo, pussuint to the terwms of the notice
whicu ihe had given,

our couritry

M. Little—0Un seconding the motions,

of a select joint commitee to onumicx
and repoit upon the
ab
thought that the
grateful to the Hon, Attorney General
the care and

15t have bestowed upon th.is measure;

important matse

present under coasidecation, he

House should feel

for attention which he
s evidenced from the elaborate detatls
wnd stati-tics he submitted

the consideration of the House.

which for
Lt cer-
undertaking and
to the
I'he bup-~

gainly is an immense
frought w.th great i.poriance
fu.ure In eirests of the ¢ ‘)i\my
den wh.ch will be direc ‘b y Cast upon tue
revenues ol the colouy, lo >l\mg atl it in a
comparative view, would no;, be much
felt. He very much fearcd, however,
that the esi matessabitted by the iion,
vttoraney General would fall very much
beiow the mark. e further feared
that the propo: tion to extead th.s lie
line over an exwent of three huudred
and fifty miles would bs cousidered vy
tue cominitee as an attempt too burden-
some for our means. We had imagined
that the work Cmmitee wou d have Heen
commud to the proposed line connecting
St Joha's with tue diiferent portsin uou-
ception Bav and in time, as the means
and opportunity would offor, (0 extend
its operations to the more ramble diss
tricts, He feaved, theiefore, that owing
to the enormous con,emplated propor:
vions of the scieme hon members may be
deterred from euntering upon this meas
sure which o heiwl-e, uniler a more hms=
ited chacaster tuey might be mduced $o
assume. 1t ‘may possinly be that this
colony would aud it weecessa'y herealter
to seek assistanice outs de to relieve it
from an mdebtedness which we ¢éan now
very eaisly avoid. Un«ler these circums
stantes 1t would have been the more gafe
an'd prudent course to have confined our.
selves to the hine to Harbour Giace wh ¢h
would now seem to have been-abandons
ed.

tHon. Mr. Shea.—It is not abandoned.

Mr. Little was glad to hear it. He
how ver, en ireiy approved of the present
motion to refer he matter toa jomt ses
|lect commu tee of voth HHouses to cous
vsldu and' report upon this mateer, the
| blessingings 10 result from whiea  have
not been exwmembed He had . every.
scontidebice in the wisdoni and foresight.
|ot tiat committee, that the ;reatest cau-
tion would ve observed in not imposing
upon tue financial shoulders of the coi-
OuYy any Ui e :essary burdens which would
aten to j-opardize her piesent mdepend
euticondition,

“How'. Mr. Shea coocurred  fully inj

$26,000

membor, Mr. Little, that they should
hon, the
Prmier, not only for the introduction
of ‘the resoiutsons before the House,
|bu also for the valuable information
| which he has afforded tending to open

| feo! deep'y grateful to the

—— |
tour minds to the appreciation of the

| practicability of the measure under
leonsideration. He certainly was more
iaa surpised, looking at the multifars
tou; duties devolving upon the Iion,
Attorney Greneral, that he has been enw
abled to extract time sufficient to
able him to master all the detais of the
| measare which bave been so abiy uu:l
|eiaborately piaced before this House
gt > day. Ile has stated, and very tru-
y stated, that it they did ot mnv grap-
' ple with this subject the should abardon
| ail hopes of ever again taking it up, be-
tCiuse our finapcial position is better
now than ever it was in the history of
che eonoly, or ever again likely to be.
I'aey have ha dly arrived at such
condition of thinzs that they should
consider any further improvement in
sur condition as a conoly impraetics
dcable. If that be so tecir commisse
lon as legislators is atan end,a-d there
is no futher use of their b'm'_: here,
I'here is under such circumstances. no
future for the colony and no hope for
its people. Kxception has been taken
to the comprehensive elaracter of the
resoluticns submitted by the Hon. At—
torney General. He should
Wit thag he felt little of that dis—
trust, as to the practicability ot so lirge
a scheme, He uoderstood him tostate
that those larger views were those which
ae should iike to see ultimately realiz-
ed. 1t 13 better in undertakivgs of
shis kind that .they shouid proceed
slowly and very carefulily. 1t they
wre sustained by the people in this wea-
ure (and he believed chat they were),
shail go on with g eater confidence
in the construccion of this work of rea
reueration, fact that they are
sustaiued by the people in a work which
Lhey are no longer satisfied to do wit
mt. Thisis not a macter to which the
Government have piedged themselves.
fhe Hen. Attorney Geueral has ;
iy submitted his owa individual
ipon it. Llis motion i3 to refer the
matter to a Joiut select Committee of
both branches of the Legisiature
port as to the feasibiitiy of the meus
sure. That eommiitee, he had every
confidence, would take every necessary
cireumstance Into account, and nhe}
.vi!i beguided in their deliberation and
ind reportsolely by those eonsiderations

vhich are likely to attend to the promon
tion of the weifere of the eolony, With
reference to the statement of the hoo.
and learned mewmber Mi. Littie, that
they may be induced to undertake ob-
iations which would eventually lead

colony into Confederation., In

dealing with the question of of Couns
faderation he f\h'. J] never went bee
hind any one’s back, He never wonld
be a party to this colony into
Confedation by any such means as'those
insinuated, They nevgr shall go thera
as beggars, if he has a voice to cry ous
against it. Ifhe at the present moa
ment belived that they, by the m2a-
sure now proposed, would be nltimately
copemlled to knock at the doors of the
Dominion for admission, he would m~
mediately abozdon it. When they [the
Government] meaat Confederation,
they said so honestly, and they sub~
mitted the matter to the people for
their decision. They decided againts
the government of “the day, and they
were oblized to aceept the consequuces.
'hey have nothioz to be ashamed of In
that, on the eontraay,they have every -
thing to be proud of. If they were anxis
ous to- force this colony into  Con-
federation, an opportunity was offered
by the act.oa of hon, membeérs a few
yoars ago. At that time they want-
ed to force the Government .to purs
chase, at an immeose sam, the inter—
est of' tha Anglo: American Telegranh
Company ‘in this colony. ' tle ‘cone
sidered that the Governmenr were wise
in not have sudmitted at a more op+
portune cime, or at a time when they
epuld be iu a better position.financialy
to deal with it. The -discussion at
present is perhaps a little in advance.
They were now, as it" were; merely
upon the threshhold of / thé unders
taking.

- Hoa Surveyor Generai (Wr. Fraser)
was. mueh pleased 1n commog with. hon,
l'members. who peeceded. him; at the able
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