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The Prince Edward Island 
is selling a hundred dollars’ worth t 
pen for ninety dollars, and the < 
is they are driving silver and note* 
culation and becoming an i 
an ce. Merchants selling a del 
of goods, are paid with i 
for ninety cents from __
which, by the way, is thorough Grit.

There is, it is stated, somethi*^*|f
than a suspicion in Buffalo that extensile 
smuggling operations are carried on near 
that city. The eastern end of Lake Erie 
is frozen fast for a number of asflae^e 
and the ice is from eighteen inches tot 
feet in thickness, strong enough to 1 
teams, and on it teams are said to be < 
ing to Canada with surreptitious j

The opinion * is gaining ground that 
Livingstone, the Ailsa Craig forger, is in. 
sane. If he is not, he feigns to be. He 
professes to have heard of Ailsa Craig, but 
not to be acquainted there, and denies any 
knowledge of his former intimates. The 
theory of insanity is supported by the fact 
that he has not secured a penny in the 
world, and that his wife and children are 
entirely destitute.

William Freeland, late Treasurer of 
Houghton township, county of No 
has absconded with three thousand 4 
of the township’s money. He was re< 
burned out, but managed to get a heavy 1 
insurance paid to him, far in excess of its 
value. It is said his sureties are not re­
sponsible, and there is talk of proceeding I 
against the councillors individually tor not 
having proper securities.

The Lindsay Post, having heard th 
joint stock company with SIOO.QPO cr 
has been started in Lid towel for the i 
facture of agricultural implements, |
“ Why could not Lindsay do somethin 
this line ? A better home market doesl 
exist in the Province, and raw material I 
could be cheaply obtained. Who Willi 
start the ball rolling till it gathers 
000, or even half that amount ? ”

A man, pretending to be a Detroit I 
tive, recently went into the phr« 
store of Mr. Murdoch, Windsor, I 
ing him of taking obscene pictures 
ened to prosecute him if he didn’t < 
down handsomely. Mr. Murdoch sent ior| 
a policeman, but the man escaped. _ 
was afterwards found on the ferry, bat the I 
constable present declined to 
arrest without a warrant and the 
blackmailer got off.

Several small boys have been 1 
effect of placing the tongue on i 
and one of them lost a portion 
member by his curiosity. Recently a lad’s! 
tongue became frozen to a lamp-post in 
Halifax, and while several men 
scouring the city for doctors, two 
ready of resource and thoughtful than 1 
others breathed on the spot and in a few| 
minutes the iron released its hold.

The horse trade at Montreal is 
brisk at preseht, owing to the demand f 
shipment to the United States. 
Wednesday ninety-five horses,
$7,482.25, were sent across the lines 1 
that city. Some fifteen or sixteen < * 
French Canadian horses have been 1 
by Messrs. Ross k Benson, of Wirmiji 
who are now in Montreal purchasi 
car loads of horses to take to Manifa

Whitby Ladies’ College is in a fioarishj 
ing condition. The number of pupils ii 
constantly increasing, and the 
health was never better. There are 
eighty boarders in the instituts 
the largest number since its 
Financially the college is on a 
satisfactory basis, and the facilities for 
liberal education are equal to the* to ' 
found in any similar school on the 
tinent.

A fire destroyed the residence of 
Allan Crawford, Alvinston, last 
morning. It was the first dweUmg 
had been consumed in the village. 
Crawford had only been confined a 
hours before, but while preparations 
being made to remove her, she toe _ 
infant in ho1 arms and escaped from 
burning house. All Alvinston is 
talking of forming a fire brigade and 
chasing an engine.

The discussion of the fisheries qi 
in the United States press reveals in qi 
ten a return to right reason. It is 
clear that the Gloucester agitation is 
like a local demand for a rise in prices 
a national demand for the repeal 
an obnoxious treaty. Every 
that has been taken by the Americans 
but give us cause to consider .more highlj 
the value of our fisheries and render t 
more jealous of our rights in them.

Mr. Wm. Patten, of Hartford, N.S 
whilst in the woods two months ago, 
covered a chrysalis about the size of a 1 
egg, attache^ to a tree. He carried | 
home, cut it open and found another i 
about half the size, which he also cut c 
and found to contain a grub-like 1 
The inner shell he stuck together, 1 
few days ago there emerged from it a l 
and handsome butterfly, which he exhibi 
ed alive to the editor of the Ye 
Herald.

Mr.'Wm. F. Kelley, of Brooklyn, N.1 
who was recently committed to gaol I 
Montreal for insanity, is willing to I 
to any tests that might be applied! 
competent medical men in the city in | 
gard to his sanity. He states that he i 
twice turned out of the college by t 
gentlemen of the Seminary— 
occasion late at night and 
warning. He then went home. Ob I 
second occasion he was handed over to \ 
police, and had come back to cle 
of the imputation against him.

Says the Emerson, Man., /*
—“ Our neighbours, the 
hibited one of their peculiarities at 1 
ginning of the New Year by orii is m| 
their young men and women _who were J 
service in Emerson, Port 
elsewhere. A Mennonite girl, who was | 
work in one of the families at Port I 
bina, fell in love with a sold 
away with him to Texas, where they ' 
married ; and for fear of others of ! 
faith becoming simil.rlj^dei
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Hon. James Skead, who was * 

day elected president of the Dfr 
Board of Trade, has not only been a « 
gate since its inauguration, but 
present at the preliminary m«
Toronto prior to the Detroit 
convention for the purpose of deciding! 
the topics to be introduced at ths ' ~ 
ing, and at which the question of 1 
a Dominion Trade Association was 
ed by Mr. E. H. Perry, then city i 
of Ottawa, and at once decided upon, 
first meeting was to have been heMI 
Montreal in 1870, but the- Fenian raid f 
vented this design from being carried < 
and the holding of the first meet’ 
postponed until the following year, 
before, Mr. Skead was offered the 
of president.

The Mennonite immigration, < 
by the present Minister of i.—. 
when in office before the advent <f \ 
Mackenzie’s Government, has pest 
encouraging success. The 
journal furnishes the following _ 
regarding their progress :—There < 
six thousand Mensosiitea in Manit 
copying two reserves—one on the < 
of the Red River, ninth of 
the other on the west side of theiivsr, 
mediately west of this place, 
reserve now Contains 2,841 _ 
tribu ted ih about equal proportions 1 
twenty-five villages. They 
cultivation 10,470 acres, wl 
will be doubled another 
possess live stock and imp 
at $150,000. The number of ' 
grain of all kinds raised was 
sides 42,066 bushels of pot" 
an average yield per acre of 
bushels—not a bad showing r 
membered • that the 
yield was produ
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the city and so-called free trade.
The * following memorial to the I»rd 

Mayor is in course of signature r—“ We, 
the undersigned, bankers, merchants, 
manufacturers, and others of the city of 
London, respectfully request that 

will couve
that your

lordsMp will convene a public meeting, 
irrespective of party politics, in the Guild- 
tail, to memorialize the Government to ap­
point a Parliamentary inquiry into the pre­
test prolonged depression of trade, with 
the new, if necessary, of modifying our 
to-called free-trade system."
IHB ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF DUB­

LIN.
The Irith Timet says “ We are en­

abled to state, on high authority, that Dr. 
M*Cabe has been selected in Rome as the 
successor of the late Cardinal Cullen in the 
Archdiocese of Dublin. The announce­
ment will be officially made after the 12th 
inst.”

THRASHING MACHINES.
An Act which came into operation on 

New Year’s Day renders it illegal to use s 
thrashing machine without a drum-guard. 
Many terrible accidents have occurred 
through men falling into or being drawn 
into fit drums of machines, and the Act, 
says the Leed’i Mercury, has been passed 
•one too soon.

THE LATE MARQUIS OF TWEEDDALE.
The death of Lord Tweed dale is likely 

to raise s question of considerable nicety 
with regard to the peerage, for it appears 
that Lady Tweeddale has for some time 
had prospects of an heir. It would seem 
therefore that Lord William Hay will not 
take the title of Tweeddale until the efflux of 
time shall have settled the question whether 
the late Lord Tweeddale wifi not be suc­
ceeded by a son of his own. His widow 
was Misa Mackenzie, of Seaforth, and be­
came Lord Tweeddale’s second wife in 
1873.

OWNERS OF HOUSES AND WATER SUPPLY. 
An important decision at Whitchurch 

has established the fact that owners of 
houses are responsible for a proper water 
supply to their tenants. Mr. Edward 
Tndsuan, banker, was summoned by the 
rural sanitary authority for having a well, 
which supplied five of his cottages, totally 
unfit for drinking purposes. Dr. Thurs- 
field, medical officer of health, had laid it 
was impure, and the Bench, in November 
last, ordered an analysis to be made at 
Somerset House, when it was reported that 
the water was too impure to be safely used 
for drinking purposes. The magistrates or­
dered the well not to be used until it had 
been rendered free from sewage, or an al­
ternative supply provided.

THE COMING ELECTIONS.
A London correspondent writes :—“ I 

believe the Liberals have resolved to con­
test almost every borough and county in the 
Kingdom at the approaching election. This 
resolution on their part is not a new one, 
for it has been most carefully considered 
during the last two years, and preparations 
fof carrying it into effect when the time 
arrives have been steadily maturing. There 
are, of course, still a few seats in England 
of the old pocket borough type, but these 
are so insignificant in number that they 
may be, without detriment to the general 
straggle, quietly left to themselves. With 
this exception, you may take it that all 
the seats in England and Scotland will be 
most vigorously contested. It is no secret 
that Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Childers are 
Voi king hard upon the subject, and will be 
thoroughly prepared, when the oppor­
tunity cornea, to bring a heavy indictment 
against the Government. The whole of 
the details of expenditure will be gone 
into, and a contrast will be drawn between 
the present state of the Exchequer and its 
condition when Mr. Gladsti 

.five mil lions to his sucoeseo!
THE NATIONALITIES OF THE BRITISH ARMY.

A Parliamentary return of the nationali­
ties (English, Scotch, and Irish) of the 
British army gives 124,706 non-commission­
ed officers and men to England, 14,235 to 
Scotland, and 39,121 to Ireland. Of late 
years the so-called national regiments have 
become more and more cosmopolitan in 
their recruiting ; but it is noticeable that 
some of them still keep their ranks well 
filled with men from the particular country 
in which they were first formed. This u 
especially the case with the Highland regi­
ments. The 42nd, for example, has 770 
Scotchmen to 69 Englishmen and 29 Irish­
men ; the 78th, 342 to 133 and 15 ; the 
79th, 399 to 90 and 15 ; the 92nd, 718 to 
100 and 42; and the 93rd, 396 to 27 and 1. 
The Highland regiments not wearing the 
kilt are not quite so exclusively Scotch ; 
but the 72nd has 667 Scotchmen to 187 
Englishmen and 70 Irishmen, the 71st, 734 
to 66 and 36, and the 91st, 309 to 111 and 
81. These have all the tartan to recom­
mend them to Scotch recruits ; but where 
the regiment has no distinguished dress, 
tiie nationalties are more evenly appor­
tioned. Though the 73rd Foot is identified 
with Pertshire, it has only 124 Scotchmen 
to 538 Englishmen and 195 Irishmen, and 
the 75th (Sterlingshire regiment) has bat 
38 to 358 and ISO. The more famous of 
the Inch regiments are manned in pretty 
much the same way as the Highland corps. 
The 18th Foot (the Royal Irish) has 895 
Irishmen to 14 Scotchmen and 184 English­
men, the 27th (Inniskilling), 783 to 10 and 
136 ; the 87th (Royal Irish Fusiliers), 472 
to 14 and 190 ; and the 88th (Connaught 
Rangers), 725 to 3 and 96. The hugest 
English element (taking the foot regiments 
alone, and omitting the 60th Rifles) is in 
the 24th Regiment, 1,385, and the smallest 
in the 93rd Highlanders, 27. The largest 
Scotch is in the 42nd (770), and the smal­
lest in the 50th (2) ; and the largest Irtih 
in the 18th (895) and the smallest in the 
93rd Highlanders (I). As showing how 
much more numerously the army is officered 
by Englishmen and Irishmen thsn by 
Scotchmen, it may be stated that England 
has 5,738 and Ireland 1,386 commissioned 
officers, against 785 belonging to Scotland.

THE BIRDS Aiy> THE FROST.
Various correspondents of'the Timet de­

tail the measures Jiakcn by benevolent 
people on behalf of the birds during the 
severe weather. E. C. T., writing 
Kensington, says:—“All in this neigh­
bourhood feed the birds, and I have made 
little nests of moss behind varions flower 
pots in our windows, and have had the 
pleasure of seeing the poor little half-frozen 
birds come regularly and nestle themselves 
snugly m the shelter.” The Rev. A. 8. 
White, Baden, says:—“I have noticed 
with pleasure the various letters which 
have appeared lately in your columns ad­
vocating the care of little birds du 
severe frosts. Many, like ourselves, pL 
not only «rumba, but also grain upon the 
balconies, and were rewarded by crowds of 
sparrows, chaffinches, blackbirds, Ac. One 
gentleman who lives opposite placed daily 
a quantity of grain at the end of hit large 
garden, and there, perched upon the trees, 
*»t gravely, day by day, about fifty crows, 
weir dark coats contrasting strangely with 
the enow. Every one cares for the birds 

„ “ ™e winter, and no one seems to shoot or 
Molest them at any time of the year. So 
?“ loT,ely gardens, as many 
know full well, form from spring to autumn 
a perfect paradise of birds of song.”

THE CANADIAH CATTLE TRADE.
The people of Great Britain, rays the 

are deeply interested 
? j development of the Canadian cattle 
«de, for the Dominion is now one of the 
▼ery few countries from which we can draw 
wppliea of live meat It will be seen with 

therefore, that despite all the 
““acuities of transit the oolony is year by 
year sending ns cattle and sheep in steadily 
«creasing numbers. Three years ago the 
v”® w»» so insignificant as scarcely to 
“”erve being taken into account in any 

the national food supply. In 
Canada sent us only 2,767 settle and 

x . sheeP- Next year these figures were 
«out trebled ; but it was not until 1878

unproved transit arrangements. During

tiie past twelve months the steamship 
companies have afforded special facilities 
for the conveyance of animal», and as the 
result we have the remarkable fact that, 
whereas our imports in 1877 were 7,412 cat- 

«tie and 6,825 sheep, in 1878 the totals rose 
to 32,116 cattle and 82,461 sheep. In 1876 
no pigs were sent to us, but last year we 
received as many as 1,796 of these animals. 
In horses, too, what seems to hex profitable 
trade has sprung into existence between 
the Dominion and the mother country. In 
1876 we imported from Canada 352 horses, 
and in 1877 298 ; last year the number 
was as high as 1,243. British North 
America thus promises to become an im­
portant contributor to our supply ot ani­
mals, intended not «only for the slaughter 
house, flht for other purposes. It is, of 
course, the former class of imports that 
are of chief interest to us. We can do 
very well without Canadian horses, but, 
cut off ae we are wholly or in part by the 
Privy Council regulations from the beat 
European grazing grounds, it is a matter of 
no anvdl consequence to tiie English con­
sumer that it is being fopnd possible to 

"bring over in large numbers and in good 
condition the surplus stock of our great 
North American dependency. When the 
figures relating tilths importations from 
the United Sûtes are -published, 
it will, in all rarobability, be found 
that, the supply from that country 
has also considerably increased. Trans­
port is the one obstacle—and a serions 
obstacle it undoubtedly ie—in the way of a 
rapid development of the transatlantic 
trade ; but, as has already been seen, this 
is a difficulty which may be got over if 

. shipowners will only engage in the work with 
some of that enterprise which is supposed 
to be an marked a characteristic of their 
class. Denmark is now tiie only European 
market of importance from which we can 
receive cattle that may be moved inland 
alive. Fortunately for us, Canada and the 
United States are also privileged to send ns 
animals, which, nnleaa actually suffering 
from disease, may be passed into any part 
of the kingdom ; but the question whether 
we shall be able to avail ourselves freely of 
their vast herds depends mainly upon the 
action of the Atlantic companies. The 
companies have already done something to 
encourage this branch of the cattle trade, 
but there is reason to think that they might 
do much more, and that, too, with a result 
which would be as advantageous to them­
selves as to the general public.”
COLLAPSE OF THE KENTISH LABOURERS’ 

STRIKE.
The Timet at the 7th inst. says “Very 

little, comparatively, is now heard ot the 
agricultural labourers’ wages question in 
Canterbury district. Indeed, at a fully 
attended meeting of the members of the 
East Kent Club yesterday the subject was 
not mooted. This condition of things, it 
seems, arises from the fact that many of 
the Union men and others have consented 
to the reduction in the weekly wages, and 
the masters have, in the most conciliatory 
manner, taken them back, even during the 
late severe weather when there waa no re­
munerative fanning work to be done. 
Meetings continue to bAeld in varions dis­
tricts, whereat the principal topic discussed

but the names of those desirous to go do not 
drop in freely. Meanwhile, many country 
districts are being placarded with large 
postera, giving extracts from influential 
Australian newspapers showing the unsatis­
factory state of the. labour market in van- 

- ’ labotfr-
hemes

regard to thé eviction 
proceedings, it ii not probable that the 
public win hear any more of them, as it is 
understood that, owing to the men having 
returned to work as above detailed, the 
eases remaining unsettled are reduced to a

AMERICAN NOTES. MISCELLANEOUS.

When a man gets bald in Colorado they 
eay his head ha* got above the timber 
line

There’s a b in every one’s bonnet 
“ I wonder what causes by eyes to be™ 

weak ?” said a fop to a gentleman. “They 
are in a weak place,” replied the latter.

Angelica says that George’s upper lip n 
minds her of her new toilette, because it is 
hirsute. She ought to know better ; he is 
her suitor

s current English character

iaciory state oi me laoour mantel m i 
ous parts, and warning agricultural lab 
ere especially against leaving their he 
at imminent risk. In regard to thé evic

THE OORNISH RANK.
The suspension of the Cornish Bank will 

be a crushing blow to Cornwall. From its 
very commencement the Seek has Sa»»’ 
tained the highest possible reputation, and 
its managers were credited with strict in­
tegrity, aqd has done the " 
business in the county ; it has been inti­
mately associated with the beat county 
families. Sir Frederick Martin Williams 
was one of the largest members of the 
firm. He died a few months since, and to 
his death is, directly due the present finan­
cial catastrophe. It seems that shortly af­
terwards a rumour was circulated that 
Lady Williams intended withdrawing her 
late husband's interests in all business con­
cerns, and that, in consequence of this in­
tention, the Cornish Bank would suffer se­
verely. To add to the alarm caused by 
this rumour, a report was spread that Lady 
Williams hsid given notice to withdraw a 
quarter of a million of money, and that the 
term of notice would expire on Wednesday 
next. This brought matters to a crisis. 
Conséquent upon the ran the bank enforced 
a notice of thirty days prior to withdrawal, 
which still further increased the alarm of 
the depositors ; a greater ran than ever 
ensued, and the oonaeqnenoe was that a 
notice waa posted on the doors of 
the bank on Saturday morning con­
taining the words, “ This bank is 
closed.” The suspension has caused 
the greatest sensation all over the county, 
public confidence in the bank having been 
very great In Truro it was essentially the 
tradesmen’s bank, and the business con­
fusion entailed is unbounded. The majori­
ty of the public bodies and benevolent so­
cieties banked with Messrs. Weedy ; and 
besides this the Truro Cathedral Fund, 
amounting to between £25,000 and £30,- 
000, was deposited there. This is all locked 
up, so that Cornwall will probably have 

1 to wait for its cathedral than waslonger to wai 
anticipated.

THE HOME RULERS.
Archbishop McHale has addressed a let­

ter to the Freeman on the political situation, 
in which he says " It is high time that 
» term be put to the disheartening divisions 
which prevail in the ranks of the Irish 
popular representatives. The coils of dis­
cord have been aggravated by recent mani­
festations as senseless as the worst enemies 
of the country could desire. The nation 
laments such dissensions, and will suffer 
no longer the continuance of a disorder 
that paralyzes the beat energies of all the 
common benefits of their native land. The 
moment has arrived for united and 
getic action. Let the errors of the past be 
generously forgiven and forgotten, and let 
the opening year usher in the dawn of a 
brighter era, dispelling for ever the pre­
sent dark and dretiry prospecte of our 
downtrodden people. It is to be hoped 
that this, the first month in the year, shall 
witness in Dublin an assembly of the faith­
ful, devoted, and experienced eons of Ire­
land, judiciously framing wise and efficient 
rules for the future direction of our mem­
bers of Parliament, regardless of the 
interests of the contending parties of the 
British nation. Greg|and urgent measures 
are needed for Ireland, which must be 
wrung from » powerful, overbearing and 
hostile adversary For this end union and 
combination ar™ absolutely needed. By 
thus puréhing a steady, united, and when 
prudent an aggressive Parliamentary form 
of action, Ireland will soon be raised up 
from the abject and humiliating state in 
which she still lies, owing to the inhuman 
legislation of centuries, to an equal par­
ticipation with England in the vaunted 
benefits of the Constitution, and ultimately 
to the Morions condition of having her 
laws made and her interests secured by the 
joint action of tiie Queen, herds and Com- 
mon. of Ireland.”
A HIGHLY SATISFACTORY FINANCIAL MISSION.

The Canadian correspondent of the Scots* 
mem (Liberal) writes.—" The Hon. Mr. Til- 
Ley, ear Finance Minister, amved here op 
Christmas Eve on his return from England, 
and great satisfaction prevails at the suc­
cessful issue of his journey, which was 
made far the purpose of floating • new 
Canadian loan. By all accounts this was 
very satisfactorily accomplished.”

THE TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES.
The Philadelphia correspondent of the 

Tima cables as follows The United 
States foreign trad* for the year ended 
November » was $482,000,000 importe,

and $740,000,000 exports. There were 
$258,000’,000 ot export surplus. Compared 
with the previous year, the imports in­
creased $52,000,000, the exports, $117,000,- 
000, and the export surplus increased $65,- 
000,000. This favourable foreign trade 
balance aided resumption.”
MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WIFE’S SISTER.

By a majority of 22 to 12, the Edinburgh 
U. P. Presbytery have agreed to recom­
mend to the Synod that marriage with a 
deceased wife's sister be no longer a bar to 
membership in the United Presbyterian 
Chntoh.

Baron Cleaiby has resigned. Sir James 
Stephen, Q.C., succeeds him. .

A penny biography of Mr. Gladstone has 
gone through four editions in a month.

AU the shareholders in the Glasgow Bank 
^ho have not paid the first call of £600 will 
be* at once proceeded against.

The Leeds Mercury regrets that Lord 
Derby should advocate emigration to the 
States, instead of to the colonies.

The Echo says it seems absurd to talk of 
distress in Lancashire, when £75,000 have 
been raised at once for the fund for the ne^h 

- Bishopric of Liverpool.
Mr. Hanbury, M.P., speaking at a din­

ner at Hanley, said he feared a good deal 
of the falling off in English trade was due 
to the inferior quality of the goods made and 
to the lose of the cun 
for honesty.

Three policemen have been arrested in 
Liverpool, charged with complicity in an 
extensive series of systematic robberies 
from the docks. It is believed that, before 
the investigation is completed, other con­
stables will be implicated.

The proposal to construct a tunnel under 
the Mersey has been revived. A scheme 
has been drawn up, according to which the 
expense of construction would be about 
£400,000, the estimated annual revenue 
£40,000, and the working expenses £6,000.

VaSty Fair says that the Prince and 
Princess of Wales are living quite in re­
tirement at Sandringham, surrounded by 
their children. Those who know the 
Prmce beat say that no sorrow has ever so 
deeply affected him as the loss of his 
favourite sister.

The Standard is about to have its special 
wire to Paris. Mr. Mudford has just con­
cluded an arrangement with the post office, 
by which they lease a single wire for tiie 
exclusive use of the Standard during three 
hours a day. The price ot the concession 
is £2,000 a year.

The convict Benson, who is now at 
Portsmouth, has petitioned for a remission 
of hie sentence on the ground of the 
services he rendered in bringing the detec­
tives to justice. The Tichbome claimant 
is now at work in the brickfields at Porta- 
month Dockyard extension works.

Notwithstanding the myriads of work­
ingmen in London, and the Urge towns, a 
purely “workman’s paper” seldom suc­
ceeds. The Induttrial Renew, formerly 
The Beehive, the organ of the George Pot­
ter, George Howell, and Lloyd Jonee set, 
has disappeared this week, and with it the 
last of these class papers.

The London correspondent of the Liver­
pool Courier lays the Liberate are trading 
on the popular distress, and grossly 
exaggerating it for political ends. The 
budget of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
however, has disproved their pretences, and 
people are now becoming somewhat 
incredulous as to the accuracy of the state­
ments about the distress in the country.

In the forthcoming number of Social 
Nota there will be an article on the late 
Princess Alice from the pen of Mr. Theo­
dore Martin. The article will he interest­
ing not only because, of some special in­
formation relative to the career of the 
lamented Princess, bat also from the fact 
that the Queen herself has taken a deep 
interest in the paper, and has revised it 
with her own hand.
>■ Th* Athenwum sqyi that Mr. Edison has 
completed arrangements with Messrs. 
Sampson Low fc Co., London, and Means.

Brothers, New York, for the 
leous publication in both countries 

of his new wore on “The Electric Light." 
The work has already been commenced, but, 
owing to the peculiar condition of affairs as 
regards patent application», the time of its 
completion cannot at present be definitely 
stated.

The Live Stock Journal has the following, 
which anybody may believe, or not, as he 
likes :—The Ettrick Shepherd one day 
said to his mother, “ I’m going to Bower- 
hope for a fortnight, and will not take 
Hector with me, for he is constantly 
quarrelling with the rest of the dogs. ’ 
Hector being ■ i» the room, was missing 
next morning, and when his master reached 
Bowerhope, there was Hector sitting on a 
knoll, waiting his arrival

The provisions of the new Prisons Act 
were rather strongly condemned at a spe­
cial Court of Aldermen as detrimental to 
the health and morals of the prisoners, and 
as unfitting them, when liberated, for 
undertaking the duties of life. Sir Andrew 
Lusk declared that the new rales, instead 
of marching with the progress of civiliza­
tion, really had a retrograde tendency, and 
went back to what had existed a hundred 
years ago, /

The Land Agcntt' Record gives a long list 
of landowners throughout the country who 
are endeavouring to soothe their tenante’ 
woes by reduction in rente, relaxation of 
restrictive covenants in leases, and in some 
cases by presents of artificial manure. The 
Record expresses its confident opinion that 
what has now been done will not meet the 
present agricultural depression, but that 
some more searching change will yet have 
to be made before English tenant farmers 
are at all fairly handicapped against foreign 
competitions.”

A ZULU WAR.

Kefasal ot «tie Sale KIe( to Comply with 
the British Demands — British Troop* 
about to Cress the Frontier.
Natal, Jan. 3.—Cetewayo, the Zulu 

king, refuses all the British demands and 
has assembled 8,000 men. The British 
troops will immediately advance.

London, Jan. 26.—A Cape Town de­

terge f. 
paring

force. General Chelmsford was prê­
te cross the frontier at the Tngata

SEVERE WEATHER IN EUROPE.

Increased Applications for Belief in tsp 
land—Heavy Enow Fall In Faria—Tele­
graphic Cemmualeatlen Interrupted.
London, Jan. 25.—The weather in Great 

Britain has been severe throaghout the 
week, and the applications for relief have 
greatly increased. In, Paris street traffic 
is almost suspended by snow and Eastern 

ws is delayed by interruptions on the 
wires between Paris and Vienna. A tele­
gram from Friedriehehaven says four light 
ships have abandoned their stations on ac­
count of ioe.

Paris, Jan. 26.—The mow has almost 
completely isolated Paris, so far as tele­
graphic communication is concerned, in 
every direction, except the west and north.

Lord Bssconsfield is to be presented 
with • testimonial by the Oxfordshire 
Workingmen’s Conservative Associations. 
It is to consist of a laurel wreath in gold, of 
which each town is to contribute one leaf, 
and the subscriptions to which are to be 
limited to sue penny. Hm gift is to be 
accompanied by an address containing the 

•mm of the subscribers.
A Berlin special says ominous re­

ports are current to the effect that a supe­
rior officer of the German army has be­
trayed to » foreign power most momentous 
military monte, including the all-import­
ant plan of mobilizing the army. The sno­

oted pereon is a baron and a major of ar­
tillery. He ia already under arrest, and 
will be tried soon if the Imperial Govern­
ment don not consider it wiser to hush up 
ths disreputable affair.

THE AMHERST MYSTERY.
Latest Manifestations in 

Case of Esther Cox.

A GHOSTLY BOOTMAKER.

Match-Baking and Weed-Sewing by Be- 
My itérions Communica­

tion» *U« Cox again Brive» from Mer 
Temporary Home—The Monte Fired—A 
Spiritualist Seance.
Amherst, N. 8., Jan. 25.—The Gazette 

says :—Esther Cox, who has been suffering 
from diphtheria, has recovered. Her 
friends nave ascertained that the yx 
man connected with the early history 
the case, and who is now in a distant part 
of Cumberland county, had the 
about the same time, and thus accounts 
for her illness. The agency has been re­
markably lively during the past week, at 
times terribly so, arousing the fears of Mr. 
Teed’e family so as to make 
them, as well ae the principal 
victim of thd manifestations, objects

back. Against the wall stood a fall-leaf 
breakfast table, with the end about four 
feet from the front of the bed, covered 
with an oilcloth. No matches that they 
oonld find were in the room. When th% 
retired they left a lighted kerosene lamp

They had not 
both heard and saw the

the

upon the table, 
long when they
oilcloth move on the table, and fearing 
lamp would be knocked off removed it.

THE TABLE AFTERWARDS MOVED 
almost dfrectly from the wall a distance of 
two feet, Esther receive^ the communi­
cation :—

“If I can get matches in no other way, 
I will make them.”

Both then heard varions sounds which 
they considered the process of match-inak- 
ing, and soon a match was ignited against 
the underside of the table top and two of 
them under the bed, three strokes having 
being first heard in each case. Four per­
sons searched the room on Friday night for 
matches, and when all but Mrs. Teed had 
left it, she found one upon the floor under 
the edge of the bed. Before she went" out, 
and while Esther was unaware ot its hav­
ing been found, the tetter received the 
communication that a match lay under the 
bed. That night, after they had retired, 
a burning match

FLEW INTO THE MIDDLE OI THE ROOM.
Either was informed the same evi 

that unless she left the house 1 
o’clock next morning it would be 
On Saturday morning all hands Were on the 
qui vive, and Esther was informed that 

“If watched too closely, I will set fire 
between the laths.”

When Esther was dressing it said :—
“ You are not hurrying enough.”
After she had gone into the sitting-room, 

Jane picked up in the bed-room an unused 
mstch and took it ont with her without 
mentioning the fact. Esther told her 

“ It says, ‘ Jane has one of my

“I haven’t,"
Esther, without knowing that her sister 

had it in her hand, rejoined :—
“It says, ‘ she lies. ”
Before she left the house some paper 

overhanging a shelf in the sitting-room be­
came ignited and the shelf was consider­
ably blackened before it was extinguished, 
and a hole was burned between two laths 
in the wall from which the plaster had 
been broken about three feet from tire 
stove. Esther left at ten and went to » 
friend’s house where she has since been
staying. On Sunday nothing strange oc­
curred except the finding of three charred 
matches with others in a tin safe which 
hangs against the wall of the sitting-room.

who ao not reside in the town; occupied the 
sitting-room on, Monday evening. During 
the'evening

THE RAPPING COMMENCED 
and those present soon began to be upon 
such good terms with the unknown that it 
became extremely accommodating. By 
rape it repeatedly—in all cases so far as 
ascertainable—gave correct replies to 
questions which in most cases oonld only 
be answered by one among those present, 
for example :—“ How man ^dollars have I 
in my hand ?” “ How man$ keys on the 
ring in my pocket ?” “ How many persons 
are here?” “How many male, female, 
married ?” “ Have we any matches in our 
pockets?” “How many persons have 
them ?” In reference to tiie keys the 
owner himself did not know how many 
he had, and doubted that they would count 
up as many as he heard in the reply, until 
he verified it. Ae to the question about 
matches it was found that each of the three 
men had matches in his pocket as stated. 
Several experiments previously untried in 
connection with this case were now essayed. 
Both Mr. Teed and the young man to whose 
influence are attributed the troubles are 
shoemakers.

BOOT-MAKING EXTRAORDINARY.
Teed said :—
“ Can jron make us a boot ?"

Mr. Teed then directed the modut oper­
andi in order, from testing to finish, and 
throwing the test on the floor, and the dis­
tinctive sounds of the varions operations 
were audible, as we are informed, to every­
one in the room. To be explicit Mr. Teed 
directed that in testing two nails be driven 
at the toe. He then said :— —,

“Draw over the heel and drive*two 
tacks, two at the right aide of the ball, two 
at the left side. Finish testing."

The creaking of leather drawn by pincers 
and the sound as of a hammer driving the 
tacks were plainly heard. Then directions 
were given to pat in the shank and task on 
the sole.

Take it to the pegger and begin peg-

parties have worked in the Am. 
heist shoe factory, where the pegging is 
done by a pondérons machine, which 
makes a loud and peculiar clatter. Mr. 
Teed declares that the sound on Monday 
evening was k faithful reproduction of the 
noise which this machine produces, includ­
ing the turning of corners at the toes. The 
bottom was levelled as by beating it with 
s hammer ; the grating sound of the file 
was heard in obedience to directions to 
rasp off the bottom ; after which the sole 
was sandpapered and slicked, the test 
started by thumps over the knee, then 
drawn out and thrown upon the floor. The 
test operation was signalled by a thump, as
if such an article................... Mtej
to the floor.

fallen from the table

AN UNSEEN SAWYER.
The next process undertaken was that of 

sawing wood, which was performed accord­
ing to order, so far as oonld be judged by 
the sonant effect. Although the company 
were highly amused by the evening’s per­
formance, the family feel much . worried 
and prostrated by the

CONSTANT EXCITEMENT
and terror. Mr. Teed, although willing to 
maintain his mater-in-law, does not feel 
able to bear toe additional expense in­
curred by her being a member of his house­
hold. They do not feel that there is dan­
ger from fire in the house, except white she 
is an inmate, and give as s reason that the 
young man referred to is annoyed with

The test act of the old town council of 
Braoebridge was to vote themselves $24 a 
piece for their services. A ratepayer has 
announced his intention of testing the 
polity of the proceeding.

On Wednesday night throe ruffians en­
tered Mr. MoKUigotte’s grocery stole on 
Jurors street, Montreal, and demanded 
whiskey. Being refused they attempted to 
gag the proprietor and take what they 
wanted, but the tetter’s wife came to his 
assistance, and the rascals, after a stubborn 
fight, became frightened that the police 
would catch them and ran away.

newspaper, 
months’ im

EUROPEAN JOTTINGS.

Steamboat traffic on the Thames is again 
interrupted by ice.

The German army estimates show an in- 
of 80,000 men.

The Paris Univert says that the Catholic 
Bishop Beinkena is about to marry in Bop- 
pard.

All railway (faffic between Vienna and 
Warsaw has been stopped in order to pre­
vent the plague from spreading.

Father Hyacinthe meditates another 
visit to England and Scotland, where he 
#ül deliver a series of addresses. *

A youth has been arrested at T.ill« for 
threatening to assassinate Gambetta. The 
threat was a foolish attempt to extort 
money.

The German Government has instituted 
» prosecution against Hanoverians who col­
lected money to present marriage gifts to 
the Duke of Cumberland.

The malteger of La Lanterne, a Paris 
iper, has been sentenced to three 
s imprisonment and s fine ot 2,000 

francs for libelling Government officials.
Count Lan grand Dumonien, who is sup­

posed to have fled to America, has been 
sentenced at Brussels in contumacy to 
fifteen years’ imprisonment for fraud and 
forgery.

Several of the German State Governments 
have instructed their representatives in the 
Reichstag to vote against the (fugging bill, 
and it is doubtful if Prince Bismarck can 
obtain-the consent of the Federal Council 
to it.

.The qngption of the poeribilty and ex­
pediency of rendering the Catholic Church 
in England directly dependent upon the 
Pope, instead of upon the congregation 
He Propagandd Fide, is still under ex­
amination.

Swinburne, the poet, according to the 
London correspondent of the Irith Tima, 
is preparing, under the instruction of Father 
Keogh, the Superior of the Brompton Ora­
tory, tor his reception into the Roman 
Catholic Church.

The Army and Navy Civil Service stores 
in Victoria street, London, took in $70,000 
a day during the fortnight before Christ­
mas. Among the items of sales were thir­
teen tons of turkeys and poultry, and eight 
tons of sausages.

The sleigh in which Napoleon crossed 
the Alps is still doing duty at Lausanne, 
or rather that in which he rode from 
Martigny to Bourg St Pierre. It is gayly 
painted, and its mdes are ornamented with 
victorious eagles.

Boxing bouts with gloves have been de­
cided to be “prize fights” in England, 
and two persons who had engaged in a 
friendly contest of "the kind were lately 
sentenced to fines and imprisonment, and 
even the lookers-on were fined.

The bays of the British Seamen’s 
Orphan Home at Exeter gave up their 
Christmas dainties, and forwarded their 
value to the Mayor, as a contribution to 
the local fund for relieving the distressed 
artisans and labourers and their families.

William Mullins, s seaman, was lately 
committed for trial at a London Police 
Court for threatening Mr. Gray, a member 
Of the Board of Trade, with a “ sudden and 
violent death.” He was a man with a 
grievance which had not been attended to.

It is said that on January 28 test. Prince 
Joachim Murat and M. Ronher went to 
the Palais de L’lndnstrie, where Prince 
Murat drew the number 307 in the name 
of the Prince Imperial, who is therefore 
liable to be called upon to serve in the 
army. ' ,

The English Board of Intend Revenue 
has decided that in cases where an officer 
prefers riding on a velocipede to riding on 
horseback or driving, ana where he can do 
his duty as well, he may draw the extra 
allowance made to officials that have to 
keep horses.

The Vatican will shortly take steps to

Government. Should the negotiations 
prove unsuccessful, the wants of the Mexi­
can Church will be supplied in the best 
manner possible without the intervention 
of the Government.

Lost Tear 5,314 books were published in 
England, 1,684 being new editions. Fiction 
leads, with 879 volumes ; theology oomee 
next, With 739, and education third, with 
686. Nearly all the novels are republished, 
while hardly a third of tiie other books go 
to a second edition.

Truth esys :—“If Mr. Gladstone will con­
sent, in the event of the Liberals obtaining 
the majority at the next general election, 
Lord Granville is to be Prime Minister, 
Lord H Arlington is to lead the House of 
Commons, and Mr. Gladstone is to be 
Chancellor of the Exchequer.”

On Christmas day, grave-robbers at Ton 
nerre, France, tried to break into the cof­
fin of the Marquis de Taulay, buried 
eleven years ago, in the hope of obtaining 
some costly jewels interred with the body. 
They broke into the vault and through 
two of the three coffins, and then had to 
fly.

There are fifty-eight tramways in the 
United Kingdom, with £4,207,350 expend­
ed capital and 268$ miles of track, 1,124 
cars and 9,222 horses. The roads carried 
test year 146,001,223 Dsesengera, their 
total receipts being £1,145,466, and the net 
receipts £230,966, or 5} per cent, on the 
capital.

England wants to bay out and out cer­
tain Crown tendl in Cyprus, and 
Turkey £16,000 pounds for them. 
Turks, however, pay England the 
pliment of asking £66,000, on the ground 
that the value of the tends will hugely 
increase under a bénéficient British ad­
ministration.

Electric carriage lamps a French inven­
tor proposes to produce, so that ordinary 
carriages drawn by horses will be illumin­
ated by electricity supplied by the rotary 
motion of their wheels, locomotives while 
in motion will light up the trains they 
draw, and steamships supply themselves 
with powerful lights.

A family at Barnsley, Was poisoned by 
eating bread pudding, two of the members 
dying. Analysis detected no poisonous sub­
stance in thepudding or in theglass of tiie 
basin in which it was cooked. The decision 
of toxicologists was that the cause of 
the poisoning was mouldy bread—a 
substance which in some stages resembles 
ergot mail its chemical reactions.

The Danes, to » man or woman, cherish 
a personal dislike for Prince Bismarck, 
and, wherever they are met travelling, one 
is sure to hear from them a fall account of 
the Prince’s “ brutal doings ” in DenmarV 
in 1864. On his side the Prince never 
fails, when an opportunity occurs, to abuse 
the Danes, and makes no secret of his 
desire to annex their little kingdom.

There is a “Book of Heiresses” in cir­
culation among the young men of London. 
The compiler has devoted much time and 
trouble to his work, and has appended 
notes relating to the ages, tempers, good 
looks and social positions of the vanous 
entries. Twelve hundred pounds a year, 
or its equivalent in ready money, is the 
lowest qualification for admittance to the 
work.

The twenty-fifth anniversary of Mr. 
Spurgeon’s London pastorate has been cele­
brated by a fair held in his tabernacle, <he 
proceeds of which, with other subscriptions 
and donations, are to be devoted to various 
charities connected with Ms ministry. It 
is meant, as a testimonial to Mr. Spurgeon, 
and takes this direction at his own desire,’ 
and because he absolutely ref need to receive 
personal pecuniary benefit.

The general dealers of London—they do 
not like to be called costermongers—have 
just held their annual tea-party, under the 
superintendence of the officers of the Cow- 
cross Mimion. The ruthless progress of 
public improvement has of late rousted 
many of them oat of their favourite quarter 
of Clerk en well. Mr. Corduroy was the 
most notable general dealer present, and 
told how, in hi» younger days, he had 
often received 18 pence from gentlemen to 
betake his barrow and his lungs into an­
other locality.

The

“ We have had heroism f; now let us have 
a sewer,” says a practical member of this 
paper.

Eugene Van Debogart has just died at 
Avoca, Iowa, of poisoning from type held 
m the mouth.

The Cincinnati Gazette says that the gas 
companies of that city will take a contract 
to supply the city with gas at $1,50 for ten 
years.

Two little Detroit boys built a snow 
house test week. It caved in upon them, 
and one of them was dead before he could 
be dug out,

A bankrupt in Boston condoled for his 
embarrassment, said :—“ O, I am not em- 
barrassed at all ; it’s i 
embarrassed.”

my creditors that are

Scipio was an aboriginal 
l Indian. She need to have

Five hundred millions of oranges Florida 
hopes to export this year, and in four years 
her orange crop will, it is estimated, exceed 
in value Her cotton crop.

Boston’s fine Masonic Temple is mort­
gaged for $265,000, and the Masons of that 
city dislike to either shoulder the burden 
or sacrifice the property.

The wife of 
North American 
her cards printed plain “Mrs. Scipjo.” 
Now she has them “ Mississippi-oh 1”

A boy of fourteen years of age has just 
been sentenced to the house of refuge from 
Syracuse for poisoning his father. He did 
it, he says, to keep the peace in the family.

A minister in St Louis has been fined 
three hundred dollars for officiating at the 
wedding of a sixteen-year-old girl who was 
married without the consent of her parents.

A pedestrian* man with a wooden leg, 
residing at Portland, Me., offers to walk 

other man with a wooden le| five or tenany oi 
miles for the championship round

Charles G. Intend (“Hans Breitman ”) 
has just completed for a London magazine 
a short novel, entitled “Ebenezer,” in 
which all the characters are American 
negroes.

Two youi/g Mormons, a son of Bishop

I wonder where they

gpes of lore.
A Wisconsin student said, in response to 

a reproof for the bfwnees of his position 
in the class, “ Well, Professor, never 
mind ; I presume I am ae much to blame 
aa you are.” ,

A little girl, walking one day with her 
mother in a Cincinnati graveyard, reading 
one after another the praises of those who 
slept beneath, raid, “ I wane 
bury the sinners !"

The “Church of the Eight Spot of 
Diamonds ” is found in Denver, CoL The 
wicked give it this name on account of the 
resemblance of its fancy-coloured slate-roof 
to the card designated.

The police reporter of the Chicago Tima 
wrote an article about bungling burglars, 
and two of the craft robbed his house by 
the way of proving to him how little he 
knew of the profession.

There are now 600 hoodla (plural of 
hoodlum) in San Francisco, where the ordei 
has been established since 1862. Most of 
them are half-grown boys, and, as a rule, 
their leaders are criminal*

In Nevada a man who went twenty-eight 
miles to a funeral a few days ago, and who, 
upon reaching the house, found the sup­
posed corpse alive and recovering, has 
brought suit for twenty dollars damages.

In order to give some idea of the break-

Zof an ice gorge on the Ohio, the Toledo 
ie asks its readers to imagine a man of 
i<W a mile wide and thirty miles long crash­

ing along with the power of a thousand 
freight trains.

A little girl was visiting the country, and 
for the-fast time witoeeaeffthe operation at
for a'wfiile, sheihspecteJPtSeoow^minntelyf 
and then launched the poser:—“Where do 
they put it in.”

The defence of Hunter, the Camden, 
N.J., murderer, cost him not leas than 
$15,000—nearly as much as he hoped to 
realize by the death of his victim. About 
$25,000 remains to his family,, who will re­
move to the West.

A blue blooded New Englander, whose 
family had rather ran down, boasting to a 
prosperous tradesman of his ancestors, the 
latter said :—“ Yon feel proud of your de­
scent. I am on the opposite tack and feel 
proud of my ascent.”

The Rochester Union chronicles the safe 
retain to that city of a tnowed-up traveller, 
who, after living a week on frozen salt 
pork and applet, walked*a distance of 14 
miles, home, on the tops tf the drifts, rest­
ing himself whenever fatigued on the top 
of tiie telegraph poles.

The Cincinnati Sun records a remarkable 
instance of canine attachment in a dog. 
who, for the past four weeks, through air 
the stress of weather, with the thermometer 
sometimes below zeros has bun on his 
master’s grave in East Rockaway, refusing 
to be coaxed or carried away, or to eat the 
food that pitying people took to him.

A Baptist preacher in North Carolina has 
read the Bible through fifteen times in the 
test fifteen yean, by torchlight. Inst 
year, besides raising with his own hands 
two bales of cotton, fifty barrels of corn, 
and 200 bushels of potatoes, he travelled 
2,000 miles, preached 120 sermons, and re­
ceived for his ministerial services $120.

A dime, a nickel, and a penny were 
found in the crop of a Montpelier rooster 
test week. The cat of a resident of East 
Berlin, Me., swallowed a $5 gold piece, 
and the village batcher offered $2.50 for 
heri While Mr. James Rnbey, of Bar- 
tonia, Ind., was feeding hie hogs he drop­
ped his pocket-book among them, and ere 
he was aware of his loss they had made 
away with $394.

A well-dressed, middle-aged woman, oc­
cupied rooms several days in the Brans- 
wick Hotel, Boston, paid her hills in full, 
and was liberal with gifts to the employée. 
On her departure she ordered an elaborate 
supper for 500 persons, to be sent to her 
suburban horns, accompanied by cooks and 
waiters. The stuff was taken at the ap­
pointed time to the placé indicated, but the 
woman had no home there. She was a 
lunatic, and had escaped from an asylum.

A facetious brakeman on the Central 
Pacific railroad cried out as the train was 
about entering a tunnel, “This is one mile 
long, and the train wiH be four minutes 
passing through it” The train dashed 
through into daylight again in four sec­
onds, and the scene within the car waa a 
study for a painter. Seven pair of young 
ladies were closely pressed by seven pair 
of masculine arms, fourteen pair of lips 
were glued together, and two dozen invert­
ed whiskey flasks flashed in the air.

State Senator Bailey, of Wisconsin, has 
been talking about wolf-hunters, showing 
that the industry of wolf-raising under 
State protection has developed to a remark­
able extent. In some of the oldest coun­
ties in the State, he said, there are hunt­
ers who have made an excellent living by 
rearing cube and selling scalps to tiie au­
thorities at $10 each. He ended by offer­
ing a resolution to provide foe removing 
this practical protection of the wolf busi­
ness, the industry having been sufficiently

A tramp, who received a blow from an 
Amazonian widow, declared that, until 
then, he had never realized the full sig­
nificance of a widow’s smite.

George, dear, don’t you think its 
rather extravagant of you to eat butter 
with that delicious jam?” “No, lore, 
economical ; same piece of bread does for 
both.”

Mr. Ezekiel, the Hebrew sculptor, has 
made a bust of Christ, which is said to be 
beautiful and impressive. The face is 
strictly Jewish in type and full of spiritual 
expression. ,
* In British Guiana the authorities have 
determined to adopt corporal punishment 
as a part of the sentence in all cases of 
razor cutting, which is a favourite mode of 
revenge among the negroes of Barbadoes.

“ Well, Sambo, how do you like your 
new place?” “Berry weU, massa.”
“ What did you have for breakfast this 
morning ?” “ Well, you see, missus biled 
three eggs for herself and gave me de brof.”

A labourer, while breaking stones on the 
roadside, having a shade over one eye as a 
guard, was thus accosted by a companion :
“I say, Tummy, hast ’ee lost an eye ?”
“ Why,” replied the other,“ hast ’ee found 
one ?”

A gardener occupies an independent 
position. He can make his own beds and 
do his own sowing. He should have money 
enough also, for he gets spade frequently, 
and can raise his own celery when he 
chooses.

" “My lord,” skid a fellow, condemned 
many years ago, to be executed for sheep­
stealing, “ all I ask is that I shall not be 
hanged on Friday.” “Why?” asked the 
judge, in surprise. “ Because it is always . 
counted a mighty unlucky day.

Last September a census was taken of 
the Japanese islands. The total popula­
tion of the empire was 34,338,404. Of 
tBtese 1,036,771 dwell in Yeddo, or, as the 
inhabitants name it, Tokio, in 236,961 ’ 
houses, being about 4.37 occupants for 
each house.

Some twenty persons, most of them 
women, have become insane at Verzegnes, 
Italy, owing to “ pictures and sermons on 
hell,” and at certain hours of the day in­
dulge in extravagant, incoherent and in­
decent talk, though they had- previously 
been quiet and well behaved.

“You told me, sir, that the horse was 
entirely without fault, and yet he is 
blind.” The dealer looked blandly into 
the irritated countenance of the loser by 
the transaction, and said, with charming 
naivete, “ I do not regard blindness as a 
fault, sir ; it is a misfortune.”

A wag brought a horse driven by a young 
man to a stop m the street by the word 
“ Whoa,” and Said to the driver:—“That’s 
a fine horse you have there?” “ Yee,” 
answered the young man, “but he hae one 
fault, he was formerly owned by a butcher, 
and alwaÿh stops when he hears a calf 
bleat.”

The canvas-back duck, it is said, can 
never be caught alive. There is a standing 
offer of $50 a pair for them, but no one has 
yet got it. A prominent caterer in New 
York has been trying for three years to 
execute a commission from the son of the 
Duke of Sutherland for two pairs of live 
canvas-backs.

Referring to the preponderance of Irish­
men among British Colonial Governors, the 
London Tima remarks : “ When Irishmen 
can be found who to sound sense, large 
information, and liberal views, add rien 
humour, and unfailing good temper, there 
are none better fitted to lead a nation with 
a silken rein.”

It is announced that after two years of 
careful search, the successor of the Grand 
Lama of Thibet has been discovered and 
crowned. It was believed that the soul of 
the late Lama had entered a child, and it 
has taken a long time to find him. How he 
was selected out of the four hundred mil­
lions now his subjects is not stated.

Smith has a good opinion of himself. He 
has never done a stroke of work, but lives 
on a hard-working father. Nevertheless he 
fancies th»L some credit is due him 
for the fortune which he enjoys. The 
other day, leaning against the mantelpiece,. 
Ms back to the fire, he said :—“ I was 
born the son of a poor labourer. Before I * 
was thirty years old I was the son of one off 
the richest men in the country.”

(Scene, fancy hosiery ; facetious youth 
purchasing bow for his sweetheart)— 
Facetious Youth (to shopgirl)—“ I sup­
pose you have all kinds of ties here, Miss?” 
Shop Girl—“ Yes, I believe we have, sir ; 
what kind would you like to see ?” Face­
tious Youth (winking to his sweetheart)— 
“Could you supply me with a pig-sty ?” 
Shop Girl—“With pleasure, sir ; just 1 
down your hogs-head and I’ll take 3 
measure. ” Tableau.

A Highlander called at a railway ticket 
office in an unimportant jeaport town not 
a hundred miles from Dundee, when the . 
test train was about starting, and asked 
for a ticket to a place three miles beyond 
where the train was going. When he was 
told by the clerk that the train did not go 
there, he remarked, “If she were to give 
the engine-mais ter a saxpenee to hersol’, ‘ 
wud she tak’ her hsme on the ceal-box of 
her engine ? It wadna tak* her far oot o’ 
her way.”

The Rev. Dr. Jeter, of Richmond, Vs., 
told this story at his own expense :—Many 
years ago, an artless stranger, whom 1 
casually met, said to me, “I hear yon 
preach every Sunday. You are the greatest 
preacher Ieverdid hear.” “Ah, ” said I, “you 
have not, I suppose, heard Mr. M. preach.” 
(At that time Mr. M. was attracting great 
attention by his sermons.) “ Yes,” he re­
plied, “ I have heard Mr. M. several 
times. He is a great preacher ; bat he is 
not so great a preacher as you are. You 
have the monmfulest voice of any man I 
ever did hear.”

A lone musician fiddled “ Home, Sweet 
Home” so sweetly at a street corner, that 
a stranger three Monks away waa 
affected to tears. When he waa asked 
“why he wept, and if the dear 
old tune stirred tender memories in his 
heart,” he mournfully replied :—“ You bet 
If you was sole proprietor of a red-haired 
woman with a diagonal eye, who can make 
nine buU’e-eyee with a stove-lid out of a 
possible ton, and whose brat argument is a 
mop-rag, perhaps the dear old tune would 
stir you m the same way. ” 
yon lack experience.”
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own hair, so that their heads at the break­
fast table looked like confused checker 
boards. The improbability of the narrative 
has been noted by several journals, one of 
which thus expressed its incredulity :— 
“ This ie the very first time any mere news­
paper Writer bas dared to suggest that a 
couple of young women ever dressed them­
selves in the dark and without the services 
of a miner, and it is to be hoped this ridic­
ulous kind of literature will be discounten­
anced at the outset"
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BULQARIA’S CONSTITUTION.
The New Csnstltnttem Rallied by the Csss- 

* re tin* of the Assembly Belayed
Tiunova, Jan. 24.—The constatation for 

Bulgaria has been ratified by the Ozar and 
has arrived. The time consumed in its 
translation will probably retard the meet- 
in^oMffle Assembly to the 6th or 10th.

BUSINESS IN ENGLAND

-A Sign ot the Times
London, Jan. 24.—The Tima says :—

The Bonk of England’s return yesterday V 
was unsatisfactory. It indicates a further 
considerable withdrawal of notes. Thelpro- 
portion of the reserve to liabilities is in­
creased in consequence of the reflux and1 
importation of coin and bullion ; but the 
amount of the reserve shows a slight de­
crease in consequence of the increase of the 
note circulation. It is a carious sign of 
the disordered condition of credit to find 
money almost unlendable, at the same 
time that notes continue to go into circula­
tion.
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