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commodation. The deeireablenem of ha," 
ing a third professor of theology is urged' 
The sum required to endow the three nrru 
fessorships will be $60,000, and the friends 
of the College are recommended to exercise 
all possible liberality to this end. The 
sum of $40,000 is also needed for building» 
and $50,000 for the Arts Faculty, °e>

THE TREATY OF BERLIN.
Lord BeacoesSeld’a Speech.

rOBHON.
An unknown Philadelphia friend has 

given Andover Seminary $25,000.
The Harvard examinations for women 

which closes on the 18th July, were the 
fifth of the series.

The President of the Michigan University 
has had his salary reduced by $750. The 
salaries of all the professors have been re
duced from $2,500 to $2,200.

Graduates of all High Schools and Acad, 
emies are to be admitted to Cornell, with
out examination in elementary branches, 
by a recent vote of this faculty.

Harvard College has just completed a 
Memorial Hall at a cost of $360,000. Of 
her 4,040 alumni living during the progress 
of the work only 809 contributed.

A convention of the educators of the 
Southern States will hold a Southern Edu
cational Association to be held at Chat
tanooga, Tenn., on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of 

; August, 1878.
The London (Eng.) School Board have 

i fitted up a vessel as an industrial school 
j ship. The vessel cost £7,000. The com- 
, mittee recommended a grant of £15,000 for 

fitting np the same.
Princeton College celebrated its last com- 

: mencement with great enthusiasm. Gen
eral Sherman delivered an admirable ad
dress on the late Prof. Henry, once a mem- 

| ber of the College faculty.
A law school was formally added to the 

University of California at its last com
mencement. The presentation was made 
by the founder, S. Clinton Hastings, Esq 
who gave $100,000 for its establishment..

Prof. Mendenhall, of the Ohio Univer
sity, has accepted an appointment to the 
chair of Physics in the Imperial University 
of Japan, at Tokio (formerly Yedo). Hi» 
salary is to be $5,000 in gold.

The following summary of University 
endowments is quoted from an Australian 
Blue Book Oxford, £424,262, including 
fees ; Cambridge, £340,561, including fees ; 
Edinburgh, £23,000 ; Queen’s, £37,609 • 

j Paris, £154,000 in 1865 ; Prussia, £267,- 
I 150 ; Austria, (not including Hungary) 
j £198,000 in 1872 ; Upsala, £97,682 m 
! 1872; Belgium, Liège, and Ghent, £35 . 

743 ; California, £46,000 in 1872; Har- 
vard, £44,000 in 1872, including fees ; 
Michigan, £22,600 in 1872, including fees ; 
Melbourne, £14,500, including fees.

General Eaton, United States Educa
tional Commissioner, in his-report of 1876, 
states that the total number of teachers 
employed in the States and territories of 
the Union is 249,283. The District of 
Columbia pays the highest average salary 
to male teachers, $120 per month. The 
total school population in the United States 
is 14,306,158, as against 14,007,522 in 
1875. The total expenditure for educa
tional purposes was $84,349,528. The ex
penditure per capita of school enumeration 
varies from $24.78 per pupil among the 
Cherokees, to 57 cents in Alabama.

Father Stafford Speaks.
(From the Victoria Warder, Aug. J.)

The following communication has been 
sent us by Father Stafford, with the re
quest to publish it this week. We hasten 
to do so, at the same time reserving to our
selves the right of making our own com
ments thereon, and, for the sake of brevity 
will take up the different points in Father 
Stafford’s communication in the same order 
as they appear :—
To the Editor of the Warder.

Sib,—In your issue of the 11th July is

Please allow me to say in reference to this 
matter :—

Firstly—That the Hon. Mr. Wood’s 
letter was in reply to a letter from me to 
him.

Secondly—That letter was marked pri
vate. It was Intend»*! to ramda private;v 
It was in its nature private, personal, and 
strictly confidential.

Thirdly—That letter was taken from my 
house, I know not how, when, or by whom, 
and a part of it was made public by you, 
without my knowledge or consent. That 
is, you published a private letter which was 
stolen from me. .

Fourthly—I have not given the Hon. Mr. 
Wood any names of persons in Ops or 
Emily to whom any newspaper might be 
sent ; and, I may add, as a matter of fact, 
in reference to Mr. Wood’s visits to my 
house, which have been made a subject of 
newspaper comment, that he has done me 
the honour to pay me only one visit on a 
Sunday to my knowledge in ten years.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your ob’t serv’t,

M. STAFFORD, Ft.
Lindsay, July 31st, 1878.

While we have no reason to doubt 
Father Stafford’s word, we would like to 
ask him if Mr. Wood’s letter on the face 
of it looks like a reply ? That letter may 
possibly have been marked private and 
confidential, but as the public were very 
generally interested in its contents, we con
sidered it only our duty to make them 
public. Father Stafford says that the 
letter was stolen from his house, but by 
whom or by what means he cannot say. 
We would again like to ask Father Stafford 
if he is sure that it was stolen from 
his house, and can he so prove it ? Father 
Stafford further says that he has not 
given Mr. Wood any names of persons 
in Ops or Emily to whom any news
papers might be sent, and as far as 
Mr. Wood’s visits to his house are concern
ed, he can remember but one Sunday visit 
having been paid him in ten years. By 
some strange coincidence, however, the 
Tribune acknowledges remittances from 30 
subscribers, in this county, the total amount 
of remittances being $55, and this during 
the period between the date of Mr. Woods 
letter and the 3rd March last. This com
prises the whole of Father Stafford’s com
munication with the exception of the state
ment that only part of Mr. Wood’s letter 
has been published. Well, the public seem 
to think that quite enough of it was P™" 
lished. If Father Stafford or Mr. Wood 
are not satisfied, however, we are sorry. 
They both seem to recollect so well the 
part that was left out, they probably cm 
let us have it. •• ■ )

According to Poor'» Manual for 1878, 
there were 79.208 miles of railway in oper
ation in the United States at the close ot 
last year, viz., Neu; England, 5,822 ; Mid- 
die States, 15,166 ; Southern States, 13,' 
840; Western States, 41,224 ; Pafb9 
States, 3,156. The capital invested m 
$4,568,597,250; the dividends paid l«t 
year amounted to $58,558,000.

The Commissioners appointed by the 
Nova Scotia Government to examine th 
claims of labourers and storekeepers agt-m8T’ 
absconding sub-contractors on toe Eastern 
Extension railway have recommended to 
payment of $23,000 for direct claims. 
There are also eleven thousand dollars in
direct claims. The Government wulpay 
the direct claims in a few days and deduct 
the amount from the subsidy to the Com
pany. It is said the Government is also

The Pope, says a correspondent at Borne, 
“like Martha, is troubled about man? 
things. As he says of himself, not a cler 
works harder than he does. He is *t ?" 
writing-table by 8 o’clock, mid remains 
there sometimes six hours. AR the ■ 
ports from the State Office and other con
gregations pass under hia’review ; he ®e 
signs a paper without first understanding 
all its meaning. This close application 
telling on his health. He has grown twn, 
weak, cannot sleep nor eat. At last “® 
been prevailed upon to drive out daily 
carriage ; to take an airing in the «ne, 
spacious Vatican gardens.”

Houss or Lords, July 18. 
The Earl of BiacoxaniLD, who rose at 

ten minutes past five, and was received 
with loud cheers, said My Lords,—In 
laying upon the table of this House, as I 
am about to do, the Protocol of the Con
gress of Berlin, I thought I should only be 
doing my duty to your LordslSp’s House, 
to Parliament generally, and to the qoun 
try, if I made some remarks upon the 
policy which was supported by the repre 
sentatives of her Majesty at the Congress, 
and which is embodied in the Treaty of 
Berlin, and in a convention which has been 
placed upon your Lordship’s table during 
my absence. Your Lordships are aware 
that the Treaty of San Stefano was looked 
upon with much distrust and alarm by her 
Majesty’s Government, that they believed 
it was calculated to bring about a state of 
affairs dangerous to European indepen
dence, and injurious to the interests of the 
British Empire. Our impeachment of that 
treaty is before vour Lordships and the 
country,. as detailed in the. circular of my 
noble friend the Secretary of State in 
April ; and our present contention is that 
we can show that in the changes and modi
fications which have been made in the 
Treaty of San Stefano by the Congress at 
Berlin, and by the Convention of Constan
tinople, that menace to the independence 
of Europe has been removed, and that 
threatened injury to the British Empire 
has been terminated. Your Lordships will 
recollect that by the Treaty of San Stefano 
about one-half of Turkey in Europe was 
formed into a State called Bulgaria—a 
State consisting of 50,000 geographi
cal miles, and containing a population of 
4,000,000, with harbours, both on the shores 
of the Euxine and of the Archipelago. 
That disposition severed Constantinople 
and the limited district which was still 
«pared with the possession of the city from 
the provinces of Macedonia and Thrace, by 
a Bulgaria descending to the very shores 
oi the .F.gean. Altogether, a State was 
formed which, both from its internal re
sources and its peculiarly favourable geo
graphical position, must necessarily have 
exercised a predominant influence over the 
political and commercial fortunes of that 
portion of the globe. The remaining por
tion of Turkey in Europe was reduced also 
in a considerable degree by apportioning 
what was called compensation to the pre
viously rebellious tributary principalities, 
which now become independent States ; so 
that the general result of the Treaty of San 
Stefano was this, that while it spared the 
territory of the Sultan, so far as his capital 
and its immediate vicinage was concerned, 
it reduced him really to a position of sub
jection to the great Power which had de
feated his armies, and which was present 
at the gates of his capital ; so that although 
he might still be said to be formaUy entrust
ed with one of the highest public duties— 
namely, the custody of the Straits—it was 
apparent to all that the authority could 
only be exercised by him in deference 
to the superior demand of a
Power which had vanquished him,
and which appeared by its proposed ar
rangement disposed to keep him in submis
sion. (Hear, hear.) My Lords, the 
Powers in Congress at Berlin have made 
great changes on these matters. They 
have restored to the Sultan two-thirds of 
the territory which was to form the great 
Bulgarian State. They have restored to 
the Sultan upwards of 30,000 geographical 
square miles and two and a half millions of 
population, that territory being the richest 
in the Balkan peninsula, where most of the 
lands are rich) and that population being 
the wealthiest, the most ingenious, and the 
cost loyal subjects of the Sultan. (Cheers.) 
The frontiers of his State have been for
warded from the mere environs of Salonica 
and. Adrianqple to the lines of the Balkan» 
and the Trojan Pass ; and the new Princi
pality which was to exercise so complete an 
influence and to create so great a revolution 
in the disposition of territories and people 
in that part of the globe, is now merely a 
State in the vaUey of the Danube, which 
both in its extent and population is reduced 
to one-third of that which was contemplat
ed by the Treaty of San Stefano. (Cheers.)
It is said that, when the Congress of Berlin 
decided upon favouring the policy of 
establishing the Balkans as the frontier of 
what we may now call the new Turkey, 
they, in fact, furnished it with a frontier 
which, instead of being impregnable as 
some profess it to be, is in itself one of 
a most inadequate character. My 
Lords, it is very difficult to 
decide whether, so far as nature 
is concerned, such a combination of circum
stances can ever be provided as may fur
nish what is called an impregnable frontier. 
Whether it be river, or desert, or mountain 
range, it will be found in the long run that 
the impregnability of a frontier must be 
supplied by the life and spirit of man. 
(Cheers.) It is by the courage, the discip
line, the patriotism, and the devotion of a 
people that impregnable frontiers can alone 
be supplied, and when I remember what 
race it was whose courage defended Plevna,
1 am confident that if the cause is a good 
one, it will not be found that the frontier 
of the Balkans is indefensible. But it is 
said that although we professed to furnish 
a competent military frontier to Turkey, 
the Congress failed to secure what it had 
in view, and the Congress has been charged 
with having committed one of the greatest 
blunders that conld be accomplished by 
leaving Sofia in the hands of a State really 
independent of Turkey, and probably one 
that might be looked upon in the course of 
time as hostile. This is, in my opinion, a 
great error. It has been said that the 
position of Sofia, of a commanding charac
ter, was one of value of which the Congr 
vas not, indeed, unaware, but that it 

I fielded to the imperious demands of one 
«f the Powers represented at the Congress.
I can assure you, my Lords, there is not a 
shadow of truth in those statements. 
(Hear, hear.) When the Congress resolved 
to establish the line of the Balkan»
« the frontier of Turkey, I believe that 
there wouldhavebeenno difficulty whatever 

j “‘ Turkey, even, as a matter of course, re- 
■*ming the possession of Sofia. But what 
happened was this—the highest military 
authority of the Turks—for so, I think, I 
““ay fairly describe him—was one of the 
Plenipotentiaries of the Porte, I mean Me- 
“emet Ali Pasha, and the moment the 
hue of the Balkans was determined upon,
“e brought under the consideration of his 
colleagues, and especially of the plenipo- 

j buries of England, his views upon that 
I frJuub Speaking as he did, not only with 

la d^ub military knowledge, but with the 
most consummate experience and acquaint- 

all the localities, he said that 
j,t!“ng could be more erroneous than the 
«eu that Sofia was a strong strategical poei- 

on, and that those who possessed it could 
mmediately turn the Balkans and march 
“Constantinople. He said that as a 

“"“logical position it was worthless, but 
was a position in the district of 

I ^ ha which, properly defended, might be 
naidered impregnable, and that was the 

**» of Iknia, that it was of vital import- 
r“* the Sultan that that Pass should be 

because there would then be an effi- 
ut defence for his capital That pass, 

luv't ProPerIy defended, would prevent 
cLi08^’. however powerful, from taking 
uustautinople by turning the Balkans, has 

allotted to Turkey by the Congress of 
I ofo0; (Cheers.) But in consequence 

«. p "rangement it became the duty of 
.congress to inquire what would be the 
it* “rri?gement in regard to Sofia and to 

neighbourhood. Thepopu- 
” °i Sofia and the district are, without 

>lÊ “[;ePtion, I believe, Bulgarians, and it 
hought, therefore, that we should if 

mdn.i _115clnde ‘b “ Bulgaria. It was so 
I «xcb,, U,a transaction by which it was 
I JW tor another district where the 

lent!,11!?11, WM> if not exclusively, emi- 
the (Zur.ohmmmedan, and which, so far as 
lijL, rt‘hty of the land is concerned, was 
Kb*?, 10 the advantage of the Porte, 
of .I here 11 a short but accurate account 

arrangement which I know for up

wards of a month has very much excited 
Europe, and this country especially, in the 
belief that it was by the threat of Russia 
that Sofia was retained, and that by not 
retaining it Turkey has lost the means of 
defending herself in case she should be 
again plunged into war. (Cheers.) My 
Lords, it has also been said with reipect 
to this line of the Balkans that it was not
2LeJel7i.1?tiiire,K>ct *° th® possession of 
Sofia Urn* the Congress were in fault, but 
ih»t they made a great mistake in not ob
taining at the same time Varna for the 
Turks. I know that I am addressing an 
•“•inbly in which there are still many 
who have recollections, and glorious recol
lections, of that locality. They will know 
at once that if the Une of the Balkans were 
established as the frontier, it was 
impossible to include Varna, which is 
north of the line of the Balkans, con
nected with those celebrated strongholds of 
tile Danube which are to be razed. No 
doubt Varna, as a portion of a system of 
defence, was a place of some importance ; 
but Varna in itself is not even a harbour, it 
is only a roadstead, and those who dilate 
upon the importance of yama and the 
great error of the Congress in not securing 
it for Turkey quite forgot that between 
the Bosphorus and Varna upon the coast 
of the Black Sea the Congress has allotted 
to Turkey by for the most important har
bour in the Black Sea, the harbour of 
Bourgas. (Cheprs.) I think, therefore, I 
have shown to your Lordships that charges 
which have been made against the Congress 
upon these two points—the carelessness 
with which they established the line of the 
Balkans as a frontier, and the fatal omis
sion which they made in not securing Sofia 
and Varna in order to strengthen the fron
tier, have no foundation whatever. 
(Cheers.) Having established the Balkans 
as a frontier of Turkey in Europe, the 
Congress resolved that south of the Balkans 
to a certain extent the country should be 
formed into a new province, to which 
we gave the name of Eastern Roumelia. 
It was proposed at one time that it should 
be called South Bulgaria, but it was evi
dent upon reflection that if a State under 
that name was created on the south of the 
Balkans there would be a perpetual incen
tive to an attempt to bring about a union 
between the two States, and we should 
lose the advantages which we thought we 
had obtained by establishing a strong mill, 
tary frontier. We therefore resolved that 
this province should be named Eastern 
Roumelia, and that there should be estab
lished there a government somewhat dif
ferent from that of the contiguous prov
inces of the Sultan. I am not myself of 
opinion, as a general rule, that it is wise to 
interfere with the military power which 
you acknowledge ; but besides political 
principles there are historical facts, and 
those would not be prudent statesmen who 
did not take into consideration historical 
facts as weU as political principles. The 
province we have formed of Eastern Rou
melia has been the scene of many events, 
and of excesses from both sides, that hu
man nature cannot but look upon with deep 
regret. It was thought advisable that, in 
making this arrangement in Eastern Eu
rope, we should take such steps as would 
prevent the probable recurrence of events 
such as those to which I have alluded. But 
to do this, and at the same time not to give 
the Sultan a direct political and military 
authority in the province, would • have 
been, in our opinion, a very grievous 
error. We have, therefore, decided that the 
Sultan should have the power of defend
ing this barrier of the Balkans wiéh all his 
available forces. He has the power of de
fending hie frontier by land or by ere, by 
the passes of the mountains, and the forte 
and strongholds of the Black Sea. No 
limit has been placed upon the amount of 
force that he might introduce, but with re
spect to the internal government of the 
province we thought that the time had ar
rived when we should endeavour to carry 
into effect some of the important proposi
tions intended for the future administra
tion of the States of the Sultan, which 
were discussed and- projected at the.Con
ference at Constantinople. There are 
three great points which, generally speak
ing, we should have before us in any at
tempt to improve the administration of the 
Tdrkish dominions. First of all it is im
portant, and so we have established it in 
Eastern Roumelia, that the office of gov
ernment should be for a specific period as 
it is for instance in England, that it should 
not be for a less period than say five years, 
and the beneficial effect of that system if 
generally established in the dominions of 
the Sultan we believe to be of incalculable 
value. Secondly, we have thought it de
sirable that there should be instituted 
public assemblies, in which the popular 
element should be adequately repre
sented, and the business of which should 
be to levy and to administer the local 
finance of the province ; and, thirdly, we 
have thought it equally important that 
order should be maintained in the province 
either by a gendarmerie of sufficient force or 
a local militia ; in both cases the officers 
holding their commissions from the Sultan. 
But the whole subject of the administra
tion of Eastern Roumelia has been referred 
to an Imperial Commission, and the Com
mission after their investigation will make 
their recommendations to the Sultan, who 
wiU issue firmans to carry their recommen
dations into effect. In all the arrange
ments that have been made to improve tile 
condition of the subject races in Turkey in 
Europe, and which necessarily require the 
investigation of a Local Commission, those 
Commissions aie to report their results to 
the Chief Commission, and after the 
firmans of the Sultan are received, changes 
will take place. It is hoped that in the 
course of three months from the time of 
the ratification of the Treaty of Berlin 
these arrangements may be made. My 
Lords, I will now make a remark upon 
what has been effected by the Congress 
with respect to Bosnia, that being a sub
ject on which, I think, considerable error 
prevails. One of the greatest difficulties 
in attempting what was the object unan
imously of the Conference of Berlin— 
namely, to re-establish the Sultan as a real 
and substantial authority, was the condi
tion of some of his distant provinces, but 
especially of Bosnia. The state of Bosnia, 
and of the other countries now independent 
and in connection and contiguity with it, 
was one of chronic anarchy. There is no 
language that can describe adequately the 
condition of the large portion of the Balkan 
Peninsula which was occupied by Rou
manie, Servie, Bosnia,, and the Herzego
vina. The political intrigues, the constant 
rivalries, the total absence of all public 
spirit and objects which a patriotic mind 
might wish to accomplish, the hatred of 
races, the enmities of rival religions, and 
the absence, above all, of any controlling 
power of acknowledged supremacy to keep 
order, were sad truths which no one who 
had investigated the subject. could resist. 
Until within the last few years Turkey had 
some semblance of authority, and although 
it was never adequate, and even when ade
quate was unwisely exercised, stiU there 
was some authority to which the injured 
might appeal, and which sometimes might 
be the means of controlling violence. 
But at this moment Turkey is in 
no state to accept that responsible 
position, and the result of my own in
vestigation and of my own conviction is 
that nothing short of an army of 50,000 
men, composed of the best troops of Tur
key, could for a single moment be expected 
to produce anything like order in that part 
of the world, and I fear that any such at
tempt as that would be contested and 
resisted, and finally, to my mind, defeated. 
WeU, my Lords, what could be the position 
of the Porte when aU the statesmen of 
Europe are attempting to condense and 
concentrate its resources and so to 
strengthen its position—what, I say, could 
be the position of the Porte if at this 
moment it had to commence a new career— 
it is to be hoped a new career of ameliora
tion and tranquility—by despatching a 
vast army to Bosnia to deal with all these 
elements of difficulty and danger ? (Hear, 
hear.) It must be quite clear to your 
Lordships, as it is to us, that such an effort 
at this moment on the part of Turkey 
would be certain to secure its absolute 
ruin. (Hear, hear.) Well, then, my 
Lords, what was to be done ! There have

been before, in the history of diplomacy, 
not unfrequent instances in which parts of 
the globe, and sometimes even civilized 
parts of the globe, have been brought to 
such a state of disaster and decrepitude 
that they have offered no evidence of any 
means by which order and tran
quillity could be restored, and have 
become—as these Turkish districts have 
become—most dangerous to their neigh
bours. Under these circumstances, the 
Powers of Europe have generally looked to 
see whether there was any neighbouring 
Power of a character entirely different from 
those disturbed and desolate regions, but 
deeply interested in their welfare and pros
perity, who would undertake the task of 
attempting to restore to those districts that 
tranquility and prosperity, which is always 
so much to be desired, and in the present 
case, as your Lordships are well aware, the 
position of Austria is one that is clearly in
dicative of its fitness to undertake such an 
office. (Hear, hear.) It is not the first 
time that Austria has occupied Provinces 
at the request of Europe for the purpose of 
ensuring that order and tranquility which 
are European interests—it is not once, 
twice, or thrice that Austria has done this. 
(Hear, hear. ) There may be instances in 
which there have been differences of opin
ion as to the policy under which Austria 
has acted, or the principles of government 
which were laid down, but that has nothing 
to do with it. The fact remains that un
der circumstances similar to those I have 
described with regard to Bosnia, Austria 
has been invited to interfere, and has in
terfered, for the purpose of obtaining that 
order which Europe has required. (H< 
hear.) Austria in the present case was 
deeply interested in the arrangements to be 
iade, for Austria has for a period of three 
ears had upwards of 150,000 refugees 

from Bosnia, who have been supported by 
the State in Austria, and whose demands 
have naturaUy been of a very vexatious and 
exciting character. It was therefore thought 
expedient that Austria should be invited to

m c-urope. inear, near.) my ixjrus, i 
am not the man who, if objection to that 
policy is made, would attempt to veil it 
merely by the decision of the Congress. It 
was a policy which the Plenipotentiaries of 
England highly approved , and when your 
Lordships refer to the protocols which I 
shall lay on the table to-night, you wUl see 
that the proposition was made by mv noble 
friend, the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, that Austria should fulfil this trust 
and this duty, and that) I earnestly sup
ported him on that occasion. (Hear, 
ear. ) In consequence of that arrange

ment there have been loud out-cries against 
what is called our partition of Turkey. 
Why, my Lords, our object in recommend
ing sache course was to prevent partition. 
(Cheers. ) My Lords, the question of par
tition is one on which it appears to me 
very erroneous ideas are in circula
tion. When, a few years ago—before, I 
think, the war had commenced, but at any 
rate when the disquietude and dangers of 
the situation were generaUy—felt, there 
was a school of statesmen highly in favour 
of partition, and who believed the only 
remedy for the existing state of things was 
what they called the partition of Turkey, 
and there were those who did not agree 
with them, and who thought we ought to 
attempt the restoration of that country. 
WeU, my Lords, her Majesty’s Government 
have at aU times resisted the principle of 
the partition of Turkey. (Cheers.) They 
have done so because, exclusive of the high 
moral considerations which are mixed up 
with the subject, they believed that any at
tempt on a great scale to accomplish the 
partition of Turkey would inevitably lead 
to along, to a sanguinary, and to an often 
recurring struggle, and that Europe and 
Asia would be both involved in a series of 
troubles and sources of disasters and dangers 
of which at present no one has an adequate 
idea. The professors of the doctrine of par
tition, quite sincere I have no doubt in 
their views, have merely spoken on this 
subject to her Majesty’s Government, who 
have been taken to the top of the moun
tain and shown the kingdoms of 
the earth. They have said to- us, “ All 
these shaU be yours if you wUl worship par
tition.” (Langhter. ) But we have de
clined, for the reasons I am briefly about to 
state, to listen to these suggestions, and it 

very remarkable circumstance that
after this great war, and after the prolonged 
diplomatic investigations and communica
tions that have taken place for a period of 
three years on this matter, the whole of the 
Powers of Europe—Russia as strictly as the 
others—have come to the unanimous con
clusion that the best chance for the tran
quility and order of the world is to retain 
the Sultan as part of the acknowledged 
political system of the world. (Heart 
hear.) My Lords, unquestionably after 
the late great war, and I call the late war a 
great war because the greatness of the war 
must be calculated, not by its duration, but 
by that amount of force which is brought 
into the field—and where a million of armed 
men have struggled for supremacy, as has 
recently been the case, I call that a great 
war—(hear, hear)—I say, my Lords, that 
after a great war like this, it is utterly im
possible that you can have a settle
ment of any permanent character without 
a redistribution, and a considerable redis
tribution, of territory ; but that is not 
partition. A country may lose provinces, 
but that is not partition. We know that 
recently there has been a country—one of 
the most favoured countries of the world— 
which has lost a portion of its territory—I 
aUude to France. Is France partitioned ? 
(Hear, hear.) Is not France one of the 
great Powers of the world and with a 
future, a coming future ! (Cheers.) And 
with regard to Austria herself, she has lost 
provinces—more provinces, perharo, than 
even Turkey—and we know that England 
has lost provinces, most precious posses
sions, the loss of which every man must 
deplore at this moment. (Hear, hear.) We 
lost them by bad Government. Had the 
principles now prevailing between this 
country and other Governments been pur
sued, perhaps we should not have lost 
them. (Hear, hear.) Well, my Lords, it 
is very true that the Sultan of Turkey has 
lost provinces, it is very true that his 
armies have been defeated, and it 
is true slap that his enemy is 
even now at his gates ; but all this is 
not partition ; and I say that the sove
reign who still possesses his capital and has 
not yet forfeited it, whose capital has 
never yet been occupied by a foe, and that 
capital one of the strongest in the world, 
who still has his armies and fleets at his dis
position, and who still rules over 20,000,- 
000 of people, cannot be described as one 
whose dominions have been portioned. 
(Cheers.) WeU, my Lords, it has been 
said that no limit has been assigned to the 
occupation of Bosnia by Austria. I think 
that that was a very wise step, for the mo
ment you limit an occupation you deprive 
it of half its virtue. (Hear, hear.) AU 
those who are opposed to the principles 
which the occupation was devised to foster 
and strengthen, feel that they have only to 
hold their breath and wait a certain tune, 
and then they wiU again have the oppor
tunity of disorganizing the country. 
Therefore, I cannot agree with the objec
tion that has been made as to the arrange
ment with regard to the duration of the 
occupation of Bosnia by Austria. (Hear, 
hear.) But, my Lords, there is a point on 
which I now feel it my duty to trouble 
you, and that is the question of Greece. 
Very grave charges have been urged against 
the Congress, and particularly against the 
English plenipotentiaries, for not having suf
ficiently attended to the interests and the 
claims of Greece. Your Lordships wiU 
find, I think, on reflection, that those 
charges are utterly unfounded. (Hear, 
hear.) The English Government was the 
first Government to express a desire that 
Greece be heard at the Congress ; but 
while it expressed that desire it communi
cated confidentially to Greece that she must 
on no account associate that desire on the 
part of Her Majesty’s Government with any 
engagement for a readjustment of territory. 
( Hear, hear. ) That was telegraphed—more 
than once telegraphed. The Greek popu
lation independent of Greece is a most con
siderable element in the Turkish Empire, 
and it was of the greatest importance that

their interests should be most assiduously 
attended to. One of the greatest among 
the ipany evils of that vast Slav State of 
Bulgaria which was devised by the Treaty 
of San Stefano was that it would have ab
sorbed, and ultimately made to disappear, 
a considerable Greek population. Well, 
my Lords, at the Congress the Greeks were 
heard, and they were heard through men 
of considerable eloquence and ability ; but 
it was clear from the moment they 
first put their case before the Congress 
that they totaUy misapprehended 
the reason why the Congress 
had been called together, and what 
were the objects that were proposed by 
Europe. The Greek representatives evi
dently had not in any way relinquished 
what they caU their great idea, and your 
Lordships know that that is one that has no 
limit—which does not reach as far as Con
stantinople. (Laughter.) But they did 
mention that as practical men, and feeling 
that they had no chance at the present 
moment of obtaining all they desired, they 
were not unwilling as an instalment to ab
stract the large provinces of Epirus and 
Thessaly and the Island of Crete. But it 
was quite evident to the Congress that 
these representatives of Greece utterly mis
understood the object of our labours. We 
were not there to partition Turkey, and 
give Greece its share of Turkey. We were 
there for a very contrary purpose. (Hear, 
hear.) We were there to establish as far as 
we could the dominion of the Sultan on a 
rational basis, to condense and concentrate 
the authority of the Sultan, and to take th’e 
opportunity, of which we- have largely 
availed ourselves, of improving the con
dition of hie subjects. I trust, therefore, 
that when I have pointed out to your Lord- 
ships this cardinal error in the views of 
Greece, you will feel that the charges made 
against the Congress on this score have 
no substantial foundation. (Hear, hear.) 
But the interests of Greece were not 
neglected, and least of aU is her Majesty’s 
Government liable to the charge of neglect
ing them. Before the Congress had met, 
feeling that this was an opportunity on 
which considerable advantage might, with
out the partition of Turkey, be conferred 
on Greece, we eaUed upon the Porte to 
consider the long vexed question of the 
boundaries of the countries of Turkey and 
Greece. The question of the boundaries of 
Greece and Turkey is pne of the curses of 
both countries. It Tea to constant misap
prehension and violent intercourse between 
inhabitants of the two countries. Now this 
was an opportunity in which we thought, 
when some redistribution and some con
siderable redistribution of country was 
about to take place, we thought tins was 
an opportunity for Greece to urge its claim, 
and that claim we were ready to support 
and to reconcile the Porte to come to it in 

large and Uberal manner. I am 
bound to say that the manner 
in which our overtures were re
ceived by the Porte was encouraging, and 
more than encouraging. For a long period 
her Majesty’s Government, and probably 
their predecessors, have impressed upon 
Turkey and Greece, the utmost importance 
of a good understanding between these two 
States, for it was only by the union between 
the Turks and Greeks that any counter
action could be supplied to that over
whelming Slav interest that was then exer
cising inch power in Galicia, and ultimate
ly led to this great and disastrous war. On 
more than one occasion, I may say on many 
occasions, we have been the means of pre
venting a misunderstanding between Tur
key and Greece, and on every occasion we 
have received from both States an acknow
ledgement of our good services. We were, 
therefore, in a position to assist them in 
this matter ; but of course with a State 
which possesses Constantinople as its capi
tal, and which looks upon the acquisition of 
provinces as only an instalment of. her 
claim, it was difficult to come to terms, 
and to consider the subject with that mod
eration which was desirable. But Turkey 
was prepared to consider rectification of 
frontiers on a large and Uberal scale, and 
my noble friend, the Secretary of State, 
drew out what he considered a large' and 
Uberal rectification of frontiers ; and in 
my mind if Greece had obtained 
it she would have obtained a con
siderable accession of resources and 
strength. But we never found on the part 
of Greece that response and that sympathy 
which was desirable. Their minds were in 
another quarter. But that being the case, 
the Congress stiU thought they conld not 
meet such extravagant and inconsistent 
views as these urged by Greece, which were 
not in any way within the keeping of the 
Congress, or within the area and duty 
which they occupied. We had still, as will 
be found in the treaty, certainly in the 
prococols, we had indicted what we believ
ed to be the rectification of the frontier, 
which would add considerably to the 
strength and resources of Greece, and I 
think that under aU the circumstances it 
wiU be acknowledged that Greece has not 
been neglected. Greece is a country so in
teresting that it enlists the sympathies of 
aU Powers in the future of Greece. Greece 
has a future—that cannot be said of every 
country, and I would say if I might be per
mitted to Greece what I would say to an 
individual who has a future, “ Learn to be 
patient.” (Cheers and laughter.) Now, 
my Lords, I have touched upon 
most points connected with Turkey in 
Europe. My summary is, that at this 
moment—of course no longer counting Ser
vie or Roumanie, once tribntory principali
ties, as part of Turkey ; not counting the 
new Bulgaria, though it is a tribntory 
principality, as part of Turkey, in order 
that I should not be taking an element 
which I am hardly entitled to place in the 
calculation ; omitting even Bosnia—the 
European Turkey stiU remains a dominion 
of 60,000 geographical square miles, with a 
population of six millions, and that con
centrated and condensed in the provinces 
contiguous to the capital (Cheers.) My 
Lords, it was said, when the line of the 
Balkans was carried (and it was net carried 
tiU after long and agitating discussion),' it 
was said by that iUustrious statesman who 
presided over our labours, that “ Turkey 
in Europe, once more exists.” (Cheers.) 
My Loras, I did not think that, so far as 
European Turkey is concerned, this coun
try has any right to complain of the deci
sions of the Congress, and, I would hope, 
of the labours of its Plenipotentiaries. 
(Loud cheers.) You cannot look at the 
map of Turkey as it was left by the Treaty 
of San Stefano and as it has been rear
ranged by the Treaty of Beriin, without 
seeing that great results have been obtain
ed. If these results had been the conse
quence of a long war, if they had been the 
result of a struggle like that we underwent 
in the Crimea, Ido not think it would have 
been even then unsatisfactory or con
temptible. But, my Lords, I hope that 
you and the country will remember that 
these results have been obtained without 
shedding the blood of a single Englishman. 
(Loud cheers.) But if there has been some 
expenditure, it has been an expenditure 
which at least has shown the resources and 
determination of this country—(Cheers)— 
and had you entered into war,for which you 
were prepared, and weU prepared,probably 
you would have exceeded the whole ex- 

iture you have now incurred. (Load 
cheers.) Now, my Lords, I would ask you 
to quit Europe for a short time to visit 
Asia, and consider the labours of the Con
gress in that part of the globe. You weU 
mow that the Russian arms met with 
great successes in Asia, and that in the 
Treaty of San Stefano considerable and im- 
; jortant territories were yielded by Turkey 
o Russia. In point of population they 
may not appear to be of the importance 
that they are generally considered, because 
it is a fact which should be borne 
in mind that what was lost in Asia by 
Turkey amounted to only about 250,OCX) 
souls, and therefore if I look to the ques
tion of population, and the increase of the 

gtn of the State, which depends upon 
population, you will hardly agree that the 
accession Of 250,000 new subjects in Asia 

sufficient return for their terrible mili- 
tary losses which inevitably must accrue in 
the conduct of campaigns in that country. 
But although the amount of population is 
not considered, the strongholds which the 
Russians acquired were of a very different 
character. They obtained Kars, they ob-

roads in that part of the world, and they 
obtained also the port of Batcum. Now, 
my Lords, the Congress of Berlin have so 
far sanctioned the Treaty of San Stefano 
that, with the exception of the vaUey I 
mentioned, which was an important, a 
very important, exception, and which was 
yielded by Russia to the Congress, they 
had sanctioned the retention by Russia of 
Kars and of Batonm. Now toe question 
is, the Congress having come to that deter
mination, was it a wise step on the part of 
the Plenipotentiaries of her Majesty to 
agree to that decision ? and that 
is a question which may legitimate
ly be urged. We might have said, 
“ We will not sanction the reten
tion of these places by Russia, and we wiU 
use our forces to oblige her to give them 
up.” Now, my Lords, I wish you fairly 
to consider what was the position of the 
Government in this state of affairs. It is 
often argued as if Russia and England had 
been at war, and that we were nee 
peace between the two Powers—between 
ourselves and Russia. But that was not 
the case. We and the rest of Europe 
were met to consider the terms of a treaty 
which was a real treaty, and which existed 
between Russia and Turkey. Turkey had 
given up Batoum, Kars and Bayazid. In 
examining this matter we must remember 
that Russia at this moment, so far- as 
Europe is concerned, has acquired nothing 
but a very smaU portion of territory oc
cupied by 130,000 inhabitants in Europe. 
Well, then, she naturaUy expects to find 
some reward for the sacrifices she had 
made in the conquest of Armenia. Well, 
my Lords, consider what those conquests 
are. There was toe strong fort of Kars. 
We might have gone to war with Russia 
to prevent her acquiring Kars, Batoum, 
and other places of less importance. 
The war would not have been proba
bly a very short war, it would have 
been a very expensive war, and probably 
at the end, like most wars, it would have 
ended in some compromise, and we should 
have got half what we struggled for. Now, 
let us look those two considerable points 
fairly in the face, and let us first of all take 
the great stronghold of Elms. Three times 
has Russia captured Kars, and three times 
either by our influence or by other influence it 
has been restored to Turkey. Were we to 
go to war about Kars, restore it to Turkey, 
and wait until the next misunderstanding 
between Russia and Turkey, when Kars 
would ha.ve been taken again ? Was that 
a cams belli I I don’t think, my Lords, 
you would have sanctioned a war carried 
on for such an object and under such cir
cumstances. Then, my Lords, look at the 

'case of Batoum, of which you have heard 
so much. I should have been very glad if 
Batoum had remained in the possession of 
the Turks, on the general principle that 
the less you reduce its territory in that par
ticular portion of the globe the better as 
regards the prestige upon which the influ
ence of the Ottoman Porte so much de

eds there. But let us look ; what is this 
itoum of which we have heard so much ? 

It is generaUy spoken of in society and the 
world as a sort of Portsmouth. Well, 
it wiU hold three considerable ships, 
and if they were packed like toe 
London docks it might * hold six ; 
but the danger of these six vessels, espe- 
ciaUy if toe wind were in the north, would 
be immense. (Laughter.) You cannot in
crease this port seaward, because, al
though the water which touches the shore 
may not be absolutely fathomless, it is ex
tremely deep, and you cannot make any 
artificial harbour, and you cannot make a 
breakwater. Unquestionably, in toe in
terior, it may be increased, and become a 
ilace of value, but it can only be increased 
>y first-rate engineers, by the expenditure 

of many millions of capital, and if we were 
to calculate toe completion of the port by 
the precedents which exist in many coun
tries, and certainly in the Black Sea, it 
would not tie complete under half a cen- 

;ry. Now, is that an object for which 
ngland was justified in going to war with 

Russia ? My Lords, we have thought it 
advisable not to grudge these conquests 
that have been made, especially after ob
taining the restoration to the Porte of 
Bayazid and its important district. But 
it seemed to us that the time had come 
when we ought to consider whether some 
effort should not be made with regard to 
these perpetually recurring wars between 
the Porte and Russia, ending, it may be, 
sometimes in apparently insignificant re
sults, but always terminating in one 
fatal result—namely, shaking to the 
centre the influence and prestige of 
the Forte in Asia, and diminishing the 
means of profitably and advantageously 
governing that country by every struggle 
that occurred. My Lords, it seemed to us 
that we had now taken—Europe itself had 
taken—so avowedly deep an interest in the 
welfare of the subjects of the Porte in 
Europe, that the time had come when we 
ought to consider whether we could do 
nothing which would improve the genealr 
condition of the dominions of the Sultan 
in Asia, and instead of toe most favoured 
portions of toe globe every year becoming 
more forlorn and disadvantageous in their 
position, whether it were not possible to 
take some step which would secure at least 
trahquiUty and order, and when tranquUity 
and order were secure, whether some op- 
hortunity might not be given to Europe to 
levelop the resources of toe country which 

nature has made so rich and teeming. 
(Cheers.) My Lords, we hold a peculiar 
position with respect to this part of toe 
world that is shared by no other Power. 
On every occasion on which these discus
sions occur, or these settlements occur, our 
Indian empire is to England the source of 
great anxiety ; and toe time appears to 
nave arrived when if possible we should 
terminate that anxiety. In aU the ques
tions connected with European Turkey we 
had the assistance and the sympathy, not 
of all, but of many of the European Pow
ers, because they were interested in 
toe question who should possess Con
stantinople, who should have the command 
of the Danube and the freedom of the Medi
terranean. But when we are come to con
siderations connected with our Oriental 
Empire itself, they naturaUy are not so in
terested as they are in European resources; 
and we have to look to our own resources. 
There has been no want on our part of invi
tations toother Powers to join with usin pre
venting or arresting war. There was be
sides the great Treaty of Paris, which if 
acted on would have prevented war. There 
was the tripartite treaty, which if acted on 
would also have prevented war. But the 
tripartite treaty could not be acted upon 
from the unwillingness of the parties to it 
to act, and therefore if anything could be 
effectually framed so far as the interests of 
our Oriental Empire is concerned, it must 
be arranged by ourselves. Now, this was 
toe origin of toe Convention of Constanti
nople, which is on your Lordships’ table, 
and by that Convention our object was not 
merely a military or chiefly a military ob
ject Our object was to place this country 
certainly in a position in which its advice 
and in which its conduct might at least 
have the advantage of being connected with 
a military Power and with the force which 
it is necessary to possess often when any 
great transactions are upon the tapit, al
though you may not feel that it is neces
sary to have recourse to thatforoe. Ourobject 
in entering into that engagement with Tur
key was more to produce tranquUity and 
order. When tranquility and order were 
produced we believed that the time had 
come when the wealth and enterprise of 
Europe might be invited to what is reaUy 
another continent, so far as the ex 
of man is concerned, and its dev< 
would add greatly not merely to the wel
fare and prosperity of toe inhabitants, but 
to the welfare and prosperity of Europe, 
(Hear, hear.) My Lords, I am surprised 
to hear, and I have not heard it myself 
from any authority, but it is so much in 
men’s mouths that I am bound to notice 
it ; I am surprised to hear that the step 
we have taken should be represented as 
one calculated to excite toe suspicion or en
mity of any of our allies, or any Power at aU.
I am convinced that when a little time has 
elapsed, and we are aU better acquainted 
with this subject than we are at present,

no one wiU’accuse England in this matter 
of having acted but with frankness and 
consideration for other Powers. (Hear, 
hear.) And if there be any Power ip ex
istence to which we have endeavoured to 
show most consideration from particular 
circumstances in this matter, it is France, 
lx i*r'^ There is no step of this kind 
îk * 7» woui<* take without considering 
«ÎSi effeot, UL woald have upon toe 
*««hng» of France—a nation to whom 

V® bound by almost every 
tie toat ““ unite England, and with whom 
our friendship is daily increasing. (Cheers.) 
If there could be any step which, of all 
others, was least calculated to excite the 
suspicion or notice of France, it annears to 
have been this; because we have avxflded 
Egypt, knowing how susceptible France is 
on the subject of Egypt. We avoided 
Syria, because we knew how susceptible 
France is on toe subject of Syria. We 
avoided availing ourselves of any part of 
toe terra firma, because we would not hurt 
the feeUngs or excite the suspicions of 
France. France knows that we have re
sisted everything which involves anything 
like a partition of territory, because the 
territories which might have come to Eng
land were territories which France would 
have seen on our hands with suspicion and 
dislike. But let me make this observation: 
we have substantial interests in the East, 
and we must take care of these interests ; 
but the interests of France in Egypt and 
Syria are sentimental and traditional 
interests, and though I respect them, and 
I wish to see in the Lebanon and 
in Egypt the influence of France fairly 
and justly prevalent—and our officers at this 
moment in those parts of the world, and 
especially in Egypt, are acting with them 
with the utmost confidence and trust—we 
must remember that our connection with 
the East is not an affair of sentiment. We 
have urgent, substantial, and enormous 
interests which we must guard, and it be
came us, therefore, when we found that the 
progress of Russia was a progress which, 
whatever may be the intention of Russia, 
necessarily in that part of the world, pro
duced suon a state of disorganization, dis
trust, and want of confidence in the Porte, 
to consider this, that if we did not interfere 
in vindication of our interests, that part of 
Asia must be the victim of anarchy, and 
ultimately become part of the possessions 
of Russia. Now, my Lords, I have men
tioned to you the several points connected 
with the subject to which I have called 
your attention. I have told you what was 
the policy pursued hy us both at the 
Congress of Berlin and at the Con
vention of Constantinople. My Lords, 
we have been told that we have 
incurred an awful responsibility in what 
we have entered into. My Lords, a prudent 
Minister would certainly not enter into 
any awful responsibility, but a Minister 
who is afraid to enter into any responsi
bility js, in my mind, not a prudent Min
ister. (Hear, hear.) My Lords, we did 
not wish to enter on any unnecessary re
sponsibility, but there is one responsibility 
which we certainly should have shrunk 
from—we should have shrunk from the re
sponsibility of handing to our successors a 
diminished or a weakened Empire. (Loud 
cheers.) Our opinion is that the course we 
have taken will arrest the evils which are 
destroying Asia Minor and even richer 
countries m Europe. We see that in the 
present state of affairs toe Porte is losing its 
influence over its subjects. We see toe 
certainty, in our opinion, of increased 
anarchy, and of the dissolution of those 
ties winch though feeble still of course exist, 
and which in those countries have kept 
society hitherto together. We see the inevit
able result of such a state of society, and 
we cannot blame Russia for availing her
self of it. Let Russia keep what she has 
obtained ; but we now say, thus far and no 
further. (Cheers.) Asia is large enough 
for both of us. There is no reason for con
stant wars, or for the fear of wars, be
tween Russia and England. I stated in 
another place, before the circumstances 
which led to the late disastrous war, when 
none of the events which have so agitated 
toe world had occurred, when we were 
speaking of the conduct of Russia in 
Central Asia, I vindicated that conduct 
which I thought unjustly attacked, and I 
stated then what I repeat now, that there 
is room enough for Russia and for England. 
(Cheers.) But the room that we 
require we must secure. (Cheers. / 
We have therefore entered into an 
alliance—a defensive alliance—with Tur
key to guard her against any further 
attacks from Russia. We believe ourselves 
that the result of the Convention- will be 
order and tranquillity, and then it will be
come Europe—for we ask for no exclusive 
privileges or commercial advantages—it 
will then be for Europe to assist Eng
land in availing herself of the wealth that 
has been so long neglected, and in develop
ing the resources of a land once so fertile 
and so varied. From our responsibilities 
in this matter we do not shrink. (Hear, 
hear.) We think that with prudence and 
discretion we shall bring about a state of 
affairs as advantageous to Europe as to 
ourselves, and in that conviction we cannot 
bring ourselves to believe that the act that 
we have recommended is one that is likely 
to lead to trouble and to warfare. My 
Lords, there will, I am sure, be no jealousy 
between England and France upon this 
subject. In taking Cyprus the movement 
was not Mediterranean but English. We 
have taken a step there that we think 
necessary for the maintenance of our Em- 
iire and for toe preservation of its peace, 
f that be our first consideration, toe next 

is the development of the country ; and 
upon that subject I am told that it was ex
pected to-night that I should lay before 
the House a minute system by which all 
these results which years may bring 
about are instantly to be acquired. 
(Hear, hear, and laughter.) My Lords, 
I am prepared to do nothing of 
the kind. Wf must act with con
siderable caution. We are acting with a 
Power which, let me remind the House, is 
an independent Power, and we can decide 
nothing but with its consent and sanction. 
We have been in communication with that 
great Power, who has other thingr to 
think of than Asia Minor. No man was 
ever so tried from his accession to. the 
throne to this moment as the Sultan, but 
he has invariably during his reign express
ed his desire to act with England and with 
Europe, and especially in the better ad
ministration of the affairs of his empire.
I hope the time will come when my noble 
friend will be able to communicate details 
which may be most interesting, but in the 
meantime I must protest against being 
forced into statements of such importance 
which have not yet'been matured. (Hear, 
hear.) There are many things which can
not be announced until toe application of 
the Treaty takes place. I have now, my 
Lords, laid before you the general outline 
of the policy which we have pursued in 
the Congress of Berlin and the Convention 
of Constantinople. They are undoubtedly 
connected with each other, and they must 
be considered together. I only hope 
that the House will not misunder
stand our motives in occupying Cyprus and 
encouraging those intimate relations be
tween ourselves and the Government and 
populations of Turkey. They are not 
movements of war. They are operations 
of peace and civilization. We have no 
reason to fear war. Her Majesty has an 
army which is second to none. England 
must have seen with pride the Mediter
ranean covered with her ships. She must 
have seen with pride the discipline and toe 
devotion to Her Majesty and Her Majesty’s 
Government of all her troops drawn from 
every part of her empire. (Cheers.) The 
illustrious Duke, in whose presence I speak, 
has himself borne witness to the spirit and 
toe impartial patriotism which animate the 
Indian troops he so recently reviewed. 
But it is not upon our fleets andour armies,

most highly value is toe consciousness that 
the Eastern nations will reposa confidence 
in this country, and that they well know 
that while we can endorse our policy, at 
the same time our Empire is one of liberty, 
truth, and justice. (Loud cheers.) I beg 
to lay the protocols on the table of your 
Lordship’s House. (Renewed cheers.)

Lord Beaconsfield In the House 
•t Lords.

(London Corrttpondence of the N. Y. World.)
Almost on the stroke of five o’clock the 

Urd Chancellor took his seat on the word- 
sack, and order was proclaimed. The —r 
at this moment was really most imposing 
and picturesque. The painted windowsof 
the House of Peers make a twilight in the 
place, which mars somewhat its effect when 
crowded as it yesterday was ; but just as 
the proceedings began it occurred to some
body, who doubtless was half-stifling with 
the heat of the House, to cause one of

broad, bright flash of clear sunshine which 
illuminated two-thirds of the House as with a 
kind of calcium-light, and threw a sort of 
glmy into the shadows which veiled the rest 
and brought out vividly every point and 
neck of colour in the galleries and on the 
fl,°°r-. As if he had waited for this 
electrical effect, the Premier at the same 
moment appeared from behind the throne,

uWly and with «orne apparent
rl!ieyes ca8t down and his head thrown a httle on one side, towards his 

piace on the administration benches to the 
right of the woolsack. As he emerged 
there went up a low, gradually swelling cry 
of Hear, hear,” which is the most ex
travagant approach to a cheer ever per
mitted in this illustrious body, and which 
rose in the galleries to the high-water mark 
of positive applause. Many of the fair 
women clapped their hands softly together, 
and in toe strangers’ gallery ce. tain irre
pressible mortals actually ventured to strike 
on the floor with their canes, to their own. 
imminent peril, since if they had not been 
packed in as close as figs in a drum they 
would no doubt have been promptly haled 
forth and cast headlong from the highest 
battlements of the Victoria Tower 
into the scandalized Thames. “ Would 
he speak, now that he had come?” 
was the question that ran around the 
House. * ‘ If $)e is not well enough
to speak,” a bitter Liberal had said to me, 
just before I went up to my seat in charge 
of a gracious little doorkeeper with a gold 
collar like the Order of the Garter around 
his chubby neck—“If he is not well 
enough to speak he is perfectly capable of 
coming down to the House to die, like 
Lord Chatham ; and if he does he has 
suborned Providence into putting another 
Duke of Richmond there all ready to catch 
him when he falls. ” Whether he had come 
to speak or die was left for a few moments 
in suspense. The regular business of the 
House had to be followed. Lord Truro 
made a rather inaudible little speech about 
the impropriety of requesting the girls at 
Gorton College tp pass their time in vivi
section, which provoked some ripples of 
silvery laughter from the ladies in the gal
lery. Lord Rosebery left his place on the 
left of the woolsack, and dexterously 
pushing forward with his foot what seemed 
to be a large roll of caipet, announced that 
he had in charge a petition from Scotland 
concerning roads and bridges and the rights 
of Glasgow which he meant, if possible, to 
put upon their lordships’ table, and which 
against aU probability and to the credit 
of his athletic training, he did in fact con
trive to place upon their lordships’ table 
with a single, quick and decided effort, to 
his own great amusement and that of the 
House. Like the inburst of the sunshine, 
this little episode relieved the tension of 
the scene so happily that Lord Beaconsfield 
himself might have contrived it as the 
most felicitous possible preparation for tire- 
quiet, slow, almost indifferent way in 
which he began his speech. The speech 
itself you will receive by this mail, and I 
need not give any digest of it here. It 
was the manner of it which interested me 
more than the matter, for though it was 
certainly a most clear, lucid and skilful of
fer of battle to the watchful enemies whom 
he knew to be standing or sitting all about 
him while he spoke, Lord Beaconsfield 
never betrayed, from the moment when he 
rose to the moment when he sat down, the 
slightest consciousness that he was affirm
ing, in the face of the most splendid audi
ence which any English statesman in mu
tinies has addressed, the most brilliant per
sonal triumph which any English statesman 
has ever achieved. Was this consummate art, 
or was it simply the effect of the physical 
exhaustion under which he was labouring, 
and which was attested by his recourse at 
intervals to the little phial of some medi
cine which he put upon the table in front 
of him before he began to speak ? Hi» 
enemies accept the latter interpretation ; 
but they cannot deny that whatever may 
have been the secret of the thing the 
Premier did most completely disappoint 
those who looked to see him explode in 
fireworks over his success, or depart in 
some way from that special “ tone of the 
Upper House ” which Englishmen would 
like to regard, if they could, as the peculiar 
privilege and attribute of a peculiar class of 
trained and hereditary senators. His voice 
never really faltered, however, from the 
beginning to the end of his speech, though 
it lasted an hour and a quarter. It was 
always clear, vibrating—at times deep and 
resonant—admirably wielded within the 
compass of an earnest conversational tone, 
and certainly I saw nothing to show that 
he might not have indulged m all the acer
bities and emphasis of the Commons had he 
chosen so to do. If Lord Beaconsfield is to 
be set down as a histrionic statesman 
his speech of yesterday stamps him as the 
most consummate actor who has ever trod 
the boards of St. Stephen’s. No duke of 
twenty long descents could have carried off 
this high discussion of empire with a lord
lier simplicity and ease of manner. Yon 
would have said that the speaker, from his 
youth up, and that all his ancestors for 
many generations before him, must h*ve^ 
been bred to the business of dissecting 
monarchies and reconstructing the map of 
Europe. Or if vou did not say this yon 
must have said that he was a statesman in 
earnest, speaking of themes made familiar 
to him by many years of silent meditation, 
and dealing with plane and a policy too 
vast and too serious to leave any room in 
his mind for personal emotions and party- 
pyrotechnics. The whole speech was a 
commentary upon Prince Bismarck’s ver
dict uttered after the adjournment of the 
Congress to a German diplomatist, who re
peated it to me this morning:—“ As for 
Lord Beaconsfield, he seems to have been 
making Treaties of Berlin all his life !”
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While Lord Beaconsfield and his asso
ciate were riding in triumph through the 
streets of London, a patriotic spectator, 
flushed with enthusiasm, seated himself 
between the ears of one of the lions at the 
foot of Nelson’s column, when he was in
formed by a constable on duty that “ it 
was not permitted, and that he must come 
down.” “I ain’t coming down from the 
British lion on a day like this,” said the 
man, amid the cheers of those around him, 
and he was left undisturbed.


