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FORTY-SEVENTH YEAR.®

Two British Vessels the Prey of F

By Courier Leased Wire.

Zurich, Feb. 11.—via Paris,
12,-~Most of the members of Am-
bassador Gerard’s large party gave a
genuine sigh of relief this after.
noon when tlie Swiss border was
reached, for the strain of the last
few days had told more or less on
the majority of the travelers. Am-
bassador Gerard met cordially the
herds of newspapermen who crowd-
ed about him on his arrival at Zur-
ich; clamoring for i~ ¢ -iews for
papers all over -the civ: world,

~lu

but he kept rigidly to his determin-:

ation ngot to speak for publication
until he has reported to President
Wilson in Washington.

Was a Prisoner.

The strain of the situation for the
Americans in Berlin had been
heightened towards the end by the
efforts of the German authorities to
induce Mr. Gerard to open negotia-
tions for an amengdment to the Prus-

sian-.«:?u_(\ %..WJ t.the
same 1imeé the German newspapers

were flooded with = reports of the
seizure of German ships by America
and with.stpries ‘'of difficulties and
indignities, ‘encountered by Count
von Bernstorff, ‘Ambassador Gerard
was refused permission to commun-
icate in cipher with Washington
and the authorities ignored all den-
jals of the stories printed in the Ger-
man papers until an official message
received ‘through the Spanish em-
bassy made it clear that the stories
were false. Prior to this Ambassa.
dor Gerard’s telephone wires were
cut, his mail and telegraphic pri-
vileges, so that he could not even
instruet the ‘American consuls, and

Feb. !

/tice and military authorities shifted

then petty delays and uncertainties

MBASSADOR GERARD AND HIS PART
GERMAN BORDER INTO S

American Legatidn, Detained in Berlin
Until Safety of Von Bernstorff Was
Assured, Now Takes Its Departure

RELATIONS WERE STRAINED

During the Past Week, Gerard Being
Practically a Prisoner; Will Say
Nothing on the Situation

he was, in his own words, “a pri-
soner.”
Strain Resulted.
The combined result was uncer-
tainty and petty friction which was
only increased when the foreign. of-

the responsibility for the delay in
Mr. Gerard’s departure from one to

another. No American, least of all
Ambassador Gerard, couid obtain
any definite information. It was

pointed out to the officials in vain
that their measures were only ap-
plicable to actual war and that the
admirable self restraint and polite-
ness of the German people, with the
resultant good effect, was being jec.
pardized.

Delay followed delay and one ex-
cuse was made after another until
Friday night when. the foreign of-
fice suddenly announced its willing-
ness to permit Mr. Gerard to depart
on the following day, The names of
correspondents and other persons
were added to the lists. But even

ettt ~tm |
train was boarded.
Farewell.

Mr. Gerard’s farewells were said
in a friendly though formal manner.
Many Germans were in the threng
at the station, which consisted part-
ly of Americans who had not receiv-
ed permission to depart on the em-
bassy train and must await the pol-
ice routine before being allowed to
leave.

The Gerard party wa$ accompan-
ied by two representatives of the
foreign office and guarded carefully
by men from the secret service. The
customs inspection and other inspec-
tion at the border were relaxed to a
mere formality.

BRITISH INDIA LINER IS
SUNK WITHOUT WARNING

Hun Pirates Shelled Lifeboats When Ship Went
Down—Steamer Japanese Prince Also
Sunk—No Americans Lost

London, Feb. 12—The British In-}marine and everybody in the boats
were peering into the haze in a vainl

dia liner Mantola, of 8,500 toms,
with one American citizen, Earl
Rice, ship!s surgeon, of Portland,
Oregonh, ' aboard, was torpedoed
without warning 7185 miles south-
west of Fastnet on Feb. 8. The

crew and passéngers, -excent seven
lLasecars, were saved. E=2rl M. Ricc
of Portland, Oregon, shipn’s surgeon
of the Mantola, and the only Ameri-
can on board her, was among the
survivors of the torpedoed sieamer
who arrived in London yesterday af-

ternoon. He gave the Associated
Press the following account-of the
sinking:

“The first we knew was the sound
ol a violent explesion which shook
the ship fromy’ end to end at 1.40
p.m., on Thursday. The sea was
tairly roufh, but the ship maintain-
ed an even keel and excellent order
was nreserved. Captain Chavas im-
mediately -ordergd the boats launch-
ed. Seven Lasears were killed by
the explosion. The remainder of
those on board were unhurt. Every-
body got sately’into the boatsi with
the exception of the captain, the
chief engineer ‘ftnd 'the wireless op-
crator; who were to follow us later.

S.0:8. CaMls VWatal,

“Nobody  Jad’ yet seen the
——..“‘Aw__':b——?l—-—-- —— .',

N W“mr  Bullelin

% J

Toronto, Feb. 12.
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* prisoners were secured.

effort to catech a glimpse of the tell-
tale periscope. An hour and a half

iafter the torpedoing the captain, the

engineer and the wireless man got
the wireless working and began
sending out S.0.S. calls, ‘giving de-
tails of the position.

“The reply came almost instantly,
but from an unexpected quarter. The
submarine, which evidently was ly-
ing off in the haze two miles or so
away, picked up the wireless and be-
can shelling the Mantola from 4,000
vards distance, meanwhile approach-
ing at full speed so that the range
rapidly decreased. Some of the
chells were loaded with shrapnel
which burst about the Mantola and
around the life-boats. The latter
had returned close to the Mantola,
but the sailors now put all their
musele into the oars to ificrease
their distance from the submarine’s
target. - Fortunately nobody was
hurt by the shells, although every-
body was badly frightened.

British Sloop Appears.
~ “By this time the submarine was
plainly visible to everybody. her
guns emitting angry little flashes as

and carefully marked down a eross

:every time the submarine fired. His

record ‘shows that 47 shells weore

fired.
“The submarine was within

unidentified vessal began to loom up
on the hazy horizon. The submarine
commander decided that discretim}
was the better part of valor, closed

disappeared, to the unspeakable re-
lief of vs all. The new arrival prov-
ed to be a British sloop, which grad-

nally, picked urp the survivors.
“We were in our boat about six

hours. The Montola sank in the
evening.”

Continued on page four.
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BRITISH TAKE -
ENEMY TRENCHES

Strong System of Fortifica-

tions Captured on
Wide Front

AT e

MANY PRISONERS

et
Are Captured by British
and Heavy Casualties

Inflicted on the Foe
——

London, Feb. 11.—British troops
last night captured German trenches
on a front of,more than three.quar-
ters of a mile in the Somme line,
constituting what is characterized as
a ‘“‘strong system,”’ lyving to the north
of Beaumont-Hamel. The official
statement, reporting this operation,
reads:

“Another highly successful local
operation was carried out last night.
A strong system of hostile trenches
lying on the southern front of Serre
Hill (north of Beaumont-Hamel)
was attacked —and captured on a
front of over three-quarters of a
mile. We captured 215 prisoners, a
number considerably exceeding our
casualties.

Raid Teuton Trenches.

“wWe repulsed this morning by
our fire an enemy attempt to ap-
proach our lines south of Sailly-Sail-
We sentered. . enemy =
during the night in ithe neighbor-
hood of Pys, southwest of La Bassee,
northeast of Neuve Chapelle and
south of Fauquissart. Many casual-
ties were inflicted on the enemy and
his dugouts destroyed. A number of

«We effectively bombarded the
enemy’s positions today at a num-
ber of places along our front. Our
airplanes carried out bombing oper-
ations with good results on Friday
night and Saturday. One German
machine was driven dawn in the air
fighting.” &

German Attacks RBepulsed,

On Saturday night Gérman attacks
against the new British positions
east of Sally-Saillisel, on the Somnre
front, were unsuccessful.

Friday bombs were dropped on a
number of places of military im-
portance and consillerable damage
was. dene to an enemy aerodrome.
One German airplane was destroyed
in an aerial fight and another was
brought down by anti-aircraft guns.

NOT HERE YET.

No further word has been receiv-
ed by the local branch of the Sol-
diers’ Aid Commission of the expeet-
ed arrival of Private O. Hamilton,
who has reached Torowto, but who
has not come on to Brantford, with-
in the knowledge of the officials of
the Commission. It isithought that
he has been retained at the military
hospital in Toronto, to. undergo an-.
other ' examination béfgre be.ng al-;
lowed_to proceed homeiward.
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ICOAL CRISIS

¥

_ UNABATED

Quantity &rrived in City

Yesterday but Need for
More is Felt

CLASSES CLOSED

At Central School Because
of Cold—Felt in Other
E?aces“

g

The coal situation in Brantford is
still an acute issue concerning which
considerable anxjety is felt by the
public at large. Alt.ho_uéh a quantity
of coal arrived ip the city yesterday
via G. T. R, the demand continues
unabated todays The dealers are
emphatic in thefr statements that
there is no cause for alarm, and -no
real danger of a};erious scarcity of
coal, as long as tl}e public is patient
and contented 0 purchase small
quantities at a tfme, but ‘“‘watchful
waiting” will not ‘‘keep the home
fires burning,” and many in the city
have already felt the pinch of King
Winter during tﬁe present record
cold spell. Discomfort has been ex-
perienced in many: parts of the city,
the schools being put to a great deal
of inconvenience in the matter of
heating, umtil th moraing it was
found necessary closé some five
classes at Centralf school with the
prospect of other§. following until
relief is obtained. *

In the early hours of Sunday
morning the merc dropped to 10
bhelow zero .and e highest point
reached ~ during ithe twenty-four
hours was 7 abovel Early this morn-
ing 14 below zero Was recorded and
the highest pointi" nofched was 6

aboveé, s S i o
trenches-|- ?g%ﬁf'mﬁer 'mﬁg;ﬁugm

it at more than the above but the
figures given-are those officially re.
corded at the Mghawk Imstitute. At
the Colborne St. Statiom, at 6 a.m.,
the reading was 20 below. '

Hard Time in ' Hamilton.

In Hamilton the residents have
been having ‘an exceptiomally hard
time. Many people there without
coal who were depending on natural
al gas for heatimg purposes, suffered
greatly, as the Mayor ordered Til-
bury gas to be cut off on Friday
night and the conmipany’s water gas
plant was also out of business.

The Mayor has since ordered Til-
bury gas on again,

China is For
the Entente

A ot

By Covurier Leased Wire,

Tokio, Feb. 12—Viscount Moton»,
Japanese Minister of foreign affairs,
at a eonference with the Chineuse
minister yesterday approved the at-
titude of China towards Germany
ag it has been expressed in China's
reply to the German note on unres-
tricted submarine warfare, - accord-
ing to the newspapers to-day. The
approval, it is said, was on the
ground that the vosition.taken by
China would aid in uprooting Ger-
man influence in the Far East and
be of benefit to the Entente.

Take an Ocean: Trip

Uncle Sam Prepares to
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SUCCESS AGAINST
" TURKS 15 SCORED

British Fo}ces in Mesopot-
amia Advance on Three
Mi_fe Front

TRENCHES ENTERED

And Turkish Lines Pene-
trated to Depth of
1,200 Yards"

London, Feb. 12.~—An official re-
port issued yesterday describes briel-
1y a British success against the Turks
in Mestopotamia, a new line being
occupied by the;British of about
three and a half miles to a depth of
more than halt a miie. The text of
the statement reads;—

“The British offensive south of
Kut-el-Amara was resumed Friday.
Under cover of a heavy bombard-
ment a portion of the new Turkish
front line west of the Hai River was
secured and consolidated in the face
of two counter attacks and two
bombing attacks. Further west-
ward,”” the siatement adds, ‘“Turk-
ish trenches Avere penetrated, and by
successful bombing work were se-
cured and consoligated aleng a front
of 1200 yards.

day four ;I‘urkuh_x",att_a‘ on..

L right we

hold on the enemmy tréenches on  the
left was rapidly extended by bomb-
ing attacks. ,/'

“Later, after a heavy  bombBard-
ment, a successful assault was ' un-
dertaken against trenches west of
the licorice factory, which General
Townshend held throughout the
siege of Kut, whereby we secured
the factory and 500 yards of enemy
trenches.

As a result of these operations a
new line has been occupied on a
frontage of over 6,000 yards, and
the enemy pushed back for a depth
varying from 800 to 1,200 yards.
All the evidence shows that  the
Turks suffered heavily.”

Accident to
Local Soldier

—_—

Pte. John J. Jones, of Fron-
tier Guard Killed at St.
Catharines

WAS SHOT
.—0—_
Accidentally During Course

of a Machine Gun
Lepture

- St. Catharines, Feb. 11.—A - most
unfortunate accident happengd yes-
terday, resulting in the death of Pri-
vate John J. Jones, of the Frontier
Guards.  Sergeant Joseph Frost was
demonstrating to a class of about a
dozen soldiers of the guard the use of
the machine gun in the liit};',\b\ﬁld-
ing used by the military men near
the lower bridge, Sergeant 'Frost
picked up some ammunition from. the
table, and showed the men how to
place it in the machine gui/, 'Then

The barrel of the gun was'in
with the head of Private Jones,
‘Was seated upon a bunk, .an i

fire.

dro lor urting
e hole j:‘\fihi:‘*hgz}j, the
g lodged thefe. .
forfunate

of _the-uni

they recovered :a: little

carri gt Gt

ide, g he !?‘ibqk

Taid b ‘B

uln\ wh "‘w‘ 7 v

oo dkmew wwhat: they, did.. 2 Ma-
;«wi ! was ' summoriedyt med-
* | iately upon séeing the “Unconscious
man decided there was.no hope, and

that*he was dying. <« Jones:passed
away a few minutes later without re-
gaining consciousness. ~He came
here {rom Erantford, and was un-
married, forty-iive years of age.

A most rigid inquiry will be made
by the military authorities to ascer-
tain how live ammunition happened
to be used instead of blank. and there
will also be « civil inquest to inguire
fully into the facts. '

Sergt Frost is also a Brantford
e R TR
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U. S. Government Can Have No Diplo-

matic Dealings With Gerniany Un-

- til Present Campaign of Ruthless
‘Warfare is Abandoned -~ "'

FEWER SHIPS WERE SUNK

Yesterday Than During Past Week—
Hoped That Campaign May Yet
Prove to be a Failure :

By Courler Leased Wire,

Washington, Feb. 12.—Within a
few days the government wiil find a
American merchant
vessels now held in nort by fear of

German submarines may arm them-
selves and resume their sailings, it

was intimated by officials to-day.

This will be accomplished by private

means. The government w:ll not
supply guns or gunners direct, nor
even formally advise arming. Ship/

owners have stated that heretofore

they have been unable to obtain

either guns or gun crews.

Officials to-day were still inclined
to regard the latest offer of Ger-
many to discuss means of prevent-
ing war presented through the Swiss
minister Saturday only as an effort
to cast on the United States the ap-
pearance of being belligerent. -The

that
e i e =
ernment. can have no
dealings until Germany gives up her
program of unrestricted submarine
warfare and that any other advance
meanwhile will only tend to becloud
the issue of American rights. It is
not certain whether any answer will
be. made to the suggestion. Officials
noted with interest to-day that the
ships yesterday
had sunk to the lowest level since
the new campaign was inaugurated.

Parig, Feb. 12-~The possibility of
the appearance of United States na-

val vessels in Eurgpeon waters to
protect American _shipping from sub-

marines is discussed and it is point-
ed out that torpedo boats, destroy-
ers or other craft assigned to this
task would.require the co-operation
of hydro aeroplanes as scouts to lo-
cate the underwater boats. The e’-
ficacy 'of this style of hunting sub-
marines has beem demonstrated. One
of the organizers of the Lafayette
corps of American aviators in the

s =ylo
diplomatic | dov

' been. inclined to keep his
! ment informed cortéctly

- 4

service of the French army, accord-
ing to the Paris Herald has received
many letters from -volenteers in

iraining in France offering their ser-

vices in this work on conditiong’ that'
arrangements could be made with
the French military autherities to
assign them to that duty.  As an en-
couragement to volunteer aviators,
a committee of a flying corns
ganization makes a standing offer of”
the following prizes:

$500 to every man winning the
war. cross; §1,000 to the . recipient
of the military medal; $1,500 to the
man who receives the Cross of the
Legion of Honor. An award:of. $250
extra will be made for cach mention
in despatches. .

.+ - Beylin Comment, - = 4
Berlin, “Feb.. 11,——via " London.-—

\ The Berlin press is confining . itsel?

. reféus
o RO NP 1 Wy A hassat -
Georard: and. ‘thei Adierican,, an-
bassy. staff.. The - Lokal. .Anzeiger,
the only newspaper @rinting: .editor-
ial comment, says: . - ;
“It can hardly be 8aid that in the
person of the repregentative cf the
United States, who Jeft yesterday, a
popular figure disappears from Ber-
lin. The assertion that he was a
pronounced opponent. of Germany is
stretching the case @ bit, yet he sure-
ly was no friend of Germany and it
may be herein set down that the re-
lations of the United States and Ger-
many would have reached a far less
deplorable state if the transatlantic
republic had been ‘represented in
Berlin in the perses of a man who
possessed a greater. appreciation of
the difficulties and- peculiarities of
our position, and who further, had
govern-
with . re-
spect to the campaign of lies and
villifications to which we are daily
exposed.” € s

to the most perfunct nees

GERMAN OVERTURES TO

U.S. ARE NOT FAVORED

Suggestions as to Modifica tion of Submarine Warfaye
Are Too Vague—A Stat ement of What the U. S.
Dem ands !

By Courier Leased Wire

New York, Feb. 12.—Washington
dispatches published here to-daw in-
dicate that the | German

of submarine warfare, said to have
been .conveyed tarough -the Swiss
minister are so mnechulous that there

is not the slightest chance of their;
success. The belief is expressed thati
these overtures were the result of an| four
1 now being |

organized propaganda
engineered in this country.

The New York Times in tracing
the origin of the alleged proposals

quotes a despatch sent by the Washz

ington corresporn t of The Cologne
Gazette in evident furtherance of this
It reads in part:

“General opinion is the president
could do nothing else than' sever re-
lations - to make good former note.
Now it is up to Germany to provide
an opening. First thing necessary 1s

to awoid’ everything ~ which makes| " British SteM
maintenance of friendly relations 1m-| q

possible, ' Refrgin from destruction

of Ameérican

that terms of tHe' German note are |

mis od; ithat no unrestricted
submia warfare is contemplated,
ade, confined within

but only blogki

the narrowest lifnits con}patible with

the necessary: m itary aims.

When within these limits, greatest
interfere with in-
nocent ‘American commerce and ev-
en to limit destruc-

care taken not o

ery precaution
tion of neutral

overtures |
looking for a pessible modification |

and crews as was
the' recent practice. ' Then propose

joint commission for the negotiation

of code governing blockade and sub-
marine warfare, such offer induring
delay, and make a special recognition
to ancient friendship between the two
countries. Then , consider possibili-
ties provided in resolution calling
conference powers with possibliites
closed by hasty action. ~Some ex-
planation about the sailing of ;only
especially . marked ~American
ships would remove. extremely: bit-
ter impresson created by ths wholly
incomprehensible . provided (provis-
ion) hurting nati ? ide as hing
could.” -’ ——
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AUDITING. X :

‘Messrs. Percy Button, Scotland,
and J. H. H. Day, Cainsville, county
auditors, were at the Court House
today engaged . in = conducting an
audit of the couwmty finances.
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