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PAGE NINE

The Duphcate Secret Agent

vright, 1913, by W. G. Chapman.)
W hen his office ‘stenographer ah-
nced that Resillus Marvel, invin-
e Lead of the famous United Bank-

Protective association, had gone
ilio Janeiro, Brazil, on a secret and
portant mission, I smiled to myself.
was true that for several days the
retary of the assoeiation had ats
l~d to the duties of the ofce.. 3t

also true that Marvel's bachelor

rters uptown were closed and the

des drawn. He was no longer pres-
ot his accustomed haunts. I, his
vored friend, had not see him since
Tuesday previous. For all that, I
doubted if this secret agent and pro-
tector of the eity's banks was one and
dentical with the Resilius Marvel
vhose minor office force supposed him
a thousand miles distant.
The more I revived the last occasion
upon which I had seen him, the more
certain was I that my informant was
mistaken, and some one else “double-
crossed.” 1 applied this phrase at the
time with casual glibness. I little
dreamed how pat was my surmise un-
til events progressed. Upon the eve-
ning referred to I had strelled over to
Marvel's room for a guiet smoke and
chat, to find him paeking a grip.
“Rush call,” he announced briskly.
“It's a brief journey, a conSmitation
and a small fortune, this time.”
I expressed my regret at losing his
company. I repressed my intense cu-
riosity. He never wasted words to no
purpose, never, made untimely dis-
closures. When he got ready, or the
minute was right, or timeé developed
the circumstances, I would be duly
appraized, T knew.
“Sit down,” he directed, leading me:
into a lxttle den off  the main apart-
ment. “I have something to tell you,
and he pointed to a sheet of tissue pa-
per spread gCross a stand.
I noted 'a nondescript assemblage o
some matches; what suggested ' shoe
scrapings, a little heap of hard black
cinders, a jagged. piece of paraffine.
napex and a pile of cﬂlp br}tﬂé o,
“In the first place.” natra
“a letter was slipped through the door
slot into my metal mail box yegterday
evening, arid I’ ém unable t¢ determine
its contents:” In plain words; a misfive
intended for me was destroyed. Some
one knew it was coming to mé, or had
arrived, ahd slid lighted' mdtches
through the slot tntil the letter was
burned up.’
“Just after noon today,” resumed
Marvel, “I had a visitor. He presented
a card which announced him to be
Senor Marco Valdez, a businéss man
of Rio Janeiro, Brazil. He did not pre-
possess me favorably from the sgtart.
In fact, he had not been witi*me more
than two minutes before I traced an
ulterior design im his migsion and
straightway lent myself to his leading.
He had baited his trap with five thou-
sand dollars; and to his way of think-
ing I fell into it body and heels. There
was family trouble at Rio, serious
trouble with the various branches of
the Valdez family, rich as it was, pow-
erful as it always bad been. ‘Bankers,
cattlemen’-'exporters, their family in-
terests’ were in peril from &' circdm-
stance of which I would be apprised
when I reached Rio—with sealed in-
structions, mind yotu; for, although he
had traveled far to engage me at the
suggestion of the president of a New
York bank, he must leave an explana-
tion as to how and why my services
were required to his brother, Colonel
Valdez, of Rid Jdneiro. My visitor pro-
duced five one-thousand-dollar' bank:
notes. and requested meé to designate'a
bank where he shéuld deposit thein;
subject to my order upon my return
j from my migsion. He further tendered
a memoranda of a contract to: be
©O. K.'d by his brother. Two million'
gollars was involved in the case.
\Shou]d 1 succeed in accomplishing
what his brother would diréct, I was to
wcene ten per cent. ot this enormous:
sum.’

“Quite a speculation]” F'suggested.
“So rich and promiging,” observed
Marvil in his dry, wise way, “that Iac-
cepted at once. The details were gone
oser. I am expected to leave on the
evening fast mail’ The office can run
itself on roufine work’ until T returm
If you feel lopesome,’drop over here
once in a while,” and he handed me a
duplicate key to the a,partments.

“And you may refufn more speedlly
?n you now plaw, "“I“ll‘ﬂelted

to be

Possibly. After 'gll was’ said &nd
. dkne,” continued my friend;- *‘m; vh—
| itor procéeded on hig triﬁ‘—’—t‘o 1ver,
1 think he said. Then 1. ghg:down to
cogitate over some flaws in'‘his story..
One-he sald he had been at his hotel
all the morning. See exhibits 1 and
2, meaning that little heap of cinders,
and next to it that pile of shoe gérap-
ings. I tobk pains to place brim
up on a newspaper thé hat my vigitér
wore, shaking ' these cinders off' the
rim.e, They came from a locomotive]
I reckon, thereby indicating that my
client lied to me, and that he had been
sitting at the open window of a rail-
| way car just before He reachéd here
{ As to the shoé scrapinks, they are the
result of ‘contudt ‘of theé sole’of his
shoe with the round of the chair over
yonder where He rested it. There is a

8004 geal of marble dust mixed with)

‘resemblance, eh?”

ryel, |

|istrike, How ang whei uwmm nbti]

i almost ragdnen o

the elay, which is reddish. I recall
that the yard at the state prlsoa forty !
miles from here, ‘has a marblé yard
and a natural red clay soil.”

“I 8ee,” I nodded, energetically and
admiringly. '

“Flaw two—I offered Senor Marco
Valdez a cigar after we had talked
awhile,” resumed Marvel, “but I did
not 0ffer-him 'a light. He took out his
own match’ box. Exhibit three, those
mateh  stubs8 yonder represent the
discarded. burned lucifers. Next to
them the dozen or more ends #re those
1 found in-my letter box. They bear

“Manifestly,” I acceded, after an in-
spection. “You mean that your visitor
must have been the person who'burned
up the letter in your mail box?”

“Precisely. While I wés conversing
with him a door was closed noisily in
anotner apartment. I feigned fear of
an intrusion.. ‘Step in there for a mo-
ment,” [ directed my visitor, opening
the door to ‘that” anteroom yonder,
Instantly, taken off his .guard, he
gefzéd the reverse knob and held to'it
as I pushed the door shut. Then I
had my men down in black and white.
Unconsciously he had Hfollowed  the
prison nile of ‘drawing to. and 'hold-
ing . tlghtly the door until the tier
loctiﬂ’g bar fa8 in place. When T an-
nouneééed: t-fatlse alarm and calléd him
batk into tie réoni,'T had ready, spl‘ead
oveér thé blutter on my deésk, a paraf-
fined sheet of paper. ‘Just sét your
thumb 6" that corner while T tack'it
down,’ I suggested. - He did s, and
that piege of it you see has the im-
press of Hil¥ thiumb. ‘I madé ado to do
some scribibling on the she®t to subdue
atiy suspleibns-fie nilight entértain. He
went. away: satisfied: that by night: I
wOuld be on my way oma fool's er-
rantx,, Nb.

“And: mr'

“The identification bureau.’ Thanks up mow

| t6°- 118’ tiumb ‘irh pres®ion and my ability
to describe my plausible visitor, I was
practtcally- convipced that I had been
Honoréd by & eall from no less a per-}
Eﬂn‘“ﬂﬁf ‘notorious - Rex
“ginh; alids ‘the "Human Spool””

“A strange pseudonym,” I observed

“So awarded,” explained Marvel, “on
account of hig brilllant record as an
expert smuggler up along the Cana-
dian® border. -This man was once cap-
tured by the Detroit police. They dis-
robed him to'fin@ some thousands ofj
yards of fine lace wound round and
round him. They began turning him
in a cirele. - They reeled off vast quan-
tities ‘of ‘the stuff, until he fell down
dizgy and eshausted, and they had to
.give him frequent rests pefore they un-
wound the diséomfited’ human spool.”

“geknown criminal; then?”

“Yes, but qulescent for a few years,
the redord runs. That {8 his system,
however. He generally satisfies him-
self with pulling off two or three big
things: in' & decade”

“And is probably preparing for“one
of those signal events at the present
time,” I ventured. ;

“Beyond doubt. In plain English,
this mian and his associates’are bént
upon some big schemie, probably. in‘the
bank lingwhere my absence i§ an es-
sential. I wired the state prison. Our
Brazilian friend wa#' there this miorn-
ing, and visited a long termer named
Dorchester Ickes, who is serving tfme
as a bank embezzler.”

“If T ¢éan asgist you—" 1 suggested,
hoping that Marvel would let me.

“T will cable you,” was thé response,
with' & dry, dry smile—"from Rio)”

It was a case of “while the cat’s nup=
.posed to' B away the sfiice will play,”
t6 my manher of' tﬁlnlﬂng “Fooked!
for'something to WaPpén Mimediately,
Three days passed- by, however, an
Regilius Marvel, according to the'
schedild; should be forty-eight hol
out o the' Braziltan stéamer Hxpress,
botnd’ for Rio. While'T was stite’ thut‘
sotire’ big bask" frick’ was abéit to be'}

PULEd off, a8 hé sEYIDE B¢ o, 1 won
dered where_ ithe - “ mighti

that Rex:Magian would be. in-evidence}:
when the culmination. arrivéd. The
Human  Spool aid not Pt i an dp™
pearance, however. 1 wondered if
‘Marvel hadalréady nipped hib séeme:
ifi“tte bud.

The third evening, 1 found myso!l
headed in th& " direction of Marvel's
apartment and I’ quickened my steps
as I turned a corner to come within.
view of the hotisd where Marvel lived.’
At the'siderof oné of the shades of his
library there was:a gllnt of light. The
shade had become disarranged in some
way. 1 dréw -bHck, walked forward,
afooped, and theéil got upon a hitching
block to acquire the mct foc\xs
ndélléd: -

At 1&t—~l‘lere was Mﬁtl Hﬁﬁ@l; thiE
“dowh'in'an easy chdir to wait far|

in hisaccustomed easy ¢hair. Stand-{

ing near a table in front of him' was

a ‘#todt man wearing a full white

beard' and a sl hat. He vfﬁl’arﬁb‘lnta
o' His' glovés 48 if about to’

walktd arohtt'the corner,

self in an open doorway adjo’

hmv‘.
hand walted. i ;

igd in first one ‘direc-
another -and . glanced
“the street in both. Then

strdet.” He
tion and t
sharply d

I'isimmated fully. The scene wouldjnov

ing at the curb, leaped into it,
‘slarimed its ‘dodr i“hut gave some
quick ordér to the- chauftedr and the
machine stdrted away.

“I'had no reason to' imdgine anythin
significant and sinister about"thé man
except his covert, nérvous' dctions. I
héd no thoaght’ of tollowing him. My
inténtion ‘was to miount the stalrs to
Madrvel’s rooms 41@° venture to 'in-
trude upon 'ty friend. At just that
junecture, héwever, ‘something  hap-
pened, something 80 unexpected that-
F was' lifted off iy feet; fairly.

Standing in''the shadow of a line of
treés ‘opposite’ the apartment house
was a- seeohd machine! Its chauffeur
wa# unobtrusively lounging = in his
seat. As if by rhagic he started up:
A man made a flying leap from some
dark doorway back from thq curb. i I
knew the sprint, 1 knew the supple
swing of the body; I caught the out-
liné of the face in'a glint of’ the cor-
ner arc light, though ‘well ghadowed
by a broad peaked cap pulled down al:
most ‘to the raised collar of the crav-
enette—it was Resilius Marvel.

The first automoblle was out of
sight, thé second machine two blocks
down the street by the time I could
comprehend “what two Resilfus  Mar-
vels' miednt and ‘what that discovery
might mean for" me;

‘There was: a.»glan, then, not only to
seud Rosﬂ‘hu Ma.rvel away trom the
‘city soas to lenve: the - fleld cléar for
the* opomtiono of” the Human Spool
and his ac.eomplicei bt as, well his
désgertead. quarters. were’ to: be. appro- |
priated by the.people who, soudlt to |
dupe him.. ‘Further ‘than this, a con.
terfeit Resflius Marvel had' been con:
t.mcte& I had seen him: I sdw, #lm
againas'I swiftly ran: around thmoon
ner and sought my old focal polnt.
Yes; thers wag the @upiredts or my
pmgoutonsl kgend. He was standing

of h!deoueya-obmrlnx
false mustache. Under t!

PRl cﬁ‘ maﬁen pre-ented them-
seives readily to my mind. Of coufse
the man with'the tall hat was a figiire
of some importance in the case. It
was this person whom Marvel had |
cliosén to’ follow. Of course my friend’

'Since He"WEd left the home end of thé
affair to-taike care of itself he must
have provided for later picking up'
strand of the proposition and. folloWwe
ing it up. For all that, as the lights
| Went. out in ‘#HEt + upper - apirtmeiit
| dome of the’ slewth ‘téver-Mirvel had
imbuéd me with came into my veins.
Marvel Two ofifa" ‘down to thi
street, drew his_coat well up abofit
his neck and shoulders and walkﬁ
along, unconcerped- and apparentty
disdainiiig &1 tHoughts+ ot being oK
I6wed. I acted the shadow the best/ T
Enew How. ~In ahexpert case'l would
probably haye failed.
ifstance I geemeéd to’ ‘su
man—Ilet me call him the ° hcati"
—went maigﬁt ta rall depat:
At its ticket office he purchased trans:
portation, and* thelf at some urgent
words from the ticket agent: hurried |1
down the stdire to the train sheds, =
‘I think I did a. cleyer thing juBt
there. 1 hasténed to tHE tickeét  win-|
dows and opened my pocket book.
“Same as my friend,” I said. "Train
ready?”
“You’ll hustle if you make it,” wag'}
tHe reply. The Speaker threw ﬁi out
a ticket and my change Yapidly. 1

d; was not in shape just then to keep
steadily on'the trall of tire'fan’T halk|
urd qﬁadoweq thus tnr. ngr had that beé

my intention. I saw a “train pulling|
otit just as I reached the'train sheds.
I*doubted not that my man . wag

pasteboard in-my hand.

-1 rédd: “Spribgfiela.” mrm’»f
Aown about two- hundred miles dis-
tant. .1 prided myself on having dis-
coverer ut least
tion of the. Duplicate. Then I re-
turmed to the home' nulrfors of Resﬂq

-{ius Marvel.

‘Bomehow T-feit sate th' using t)ﬁ'
key my friend had supplied me, w
take up watch  #hd ‘ward in th

I-watched hfm put on a'pair|
gﬁuandn RN
is new mask | ="

he 1o lomx regémbléu the man he :

wids awars of the imposture going on. |

In the preseﬁ‘gﬂ urely gait, Idid not follow him. Had

My |1 fot the sure evidence that a false |

| batik president with i some evil purpose

aBoard’” Then T glanced at the bit ﬁﬂ'

“Yemporary 16eas ,é,

. fOF.. Sm:ingﬂe]sl.‘ i
found upon nqu’lry ‘at the raiiroad sta-
160, Téft in an hour. 1 was one of its
pasiéngers. 1 had no idea what pur-
pcﬁé I might serve by thus mixing up
with an intricate case’ solely within the
provintéof Marvel to explote dnd ex-
ploit.” However,~T could’ casually 160K
ot for the’ Diplicate. The presence of
the-latter at Spﬂhgﬂéld might be
K¥rowe 16 my friend. Perhaps I would
run ‘actoss Resiliug’ Marvel ‘himself.

I did not gdin gny résults’ from a
stroll abdut thé streets.- Then‘'as a
bark man I'becidiiie interésted in 100k-
ing over the twe inétitutions the place
supported. ' There was the Parmers &
Diovers’; a"small - concern, and ' the
City! Nﬁlonsl the  lesding ‘finateial
institution of the district.

traéin. -
Iate in the evening,

homé of Daniel Morgan, president of

The realdence of ‘the financier was

gateway.

Bulld of hig fragie he was Resillus
‘Maivél—at a distance.  His face was

missing for & man who lnid béen
Hitimate with: the reat lfm put this

nine iout of tén city banks: and: would

article, -
Mﬁen'l tell taftutyiu[ m w
’ :

5 the dutomobile

"It the Duaumh was'-Rex  Maginm;
‘the Hupu ‘8pool; and his' present
eomplhion the  white-whiskered “mar
 and the presidentof the: City National
‘bank of Springfield, then indeed Lhad
qnmn upén thescene at an mteretﬂns

“to_say the least.

i twq men. _progeeded on a mod-
arate whalk until théy had reached the
City' Not‘lnnal bank, ' Then they 'ens
‘tered 1f, the man 1 might supposp to
be mmn in:the'lead. They entered
it,’ but ‘hot-by the tront, whete the
nidm; ‘watchman . was seated on. the
‘stoné’ gteps. THe banker unlocked a
dobron the side street. They disap-
peared trom view.

It'was fully Half an hour béforé the
side ~door - ‘again opensd ‘and Morgan
camé out slone: ‘He went ground’ td
tie frént, spoke to the watchman and |
then proceeded homewards at.a leis:

Resilius Marvel was now ‘alone' i thist

at will,: with the watchman very prob-
ably instructed not:to disturb him not
‘ere. with his acﬂons‘!

cﬁmfntl He' could, therefore, only
haive gained the . confidence of  the

in view. “Jt‘was up to me to act. ' The
¢n1 ongE - in .my
tﬁélii "I turned, cogitatifig upow|ite
the dourse I’ wollld pursue, wheh .
gl “wa pfmdd kbtutltly uhdn my
'shoulder:
Out of the g!wth df a aoorwnj bé:

guiwed 4 part; but T ke Hlm i s
fiish. - If I doubted—so many strange|o
events were trangpiring~f was reas
siured as he’spoke.
£HC; ble than,” were his & laud
m SPEH e aboit: it ? ‘\J
; L brieﬂy detailed. - course O
dyants that hag brought me up to the
present point in my rather biind prog:

“Nevei' that; ' thohgh,” comménte
ny friend. mtnorikhrwmrudk
' calling in local police aid. “Reme
or, my province is rather to suppresi
n punish. /The man so conﬂd!ngls’

An the baiﬁ yondenn Réx Maj

rooms of his.
‘only othér ‘outsider lkely to intru
there Would be the’ Duplicate. 3
not seen hii leave the city? Ver
probably he had gerved his purpose

posing as Re
self’ that seétion of his plot wasicofl|

‘shiftl

imi-‘He did'not come. I fell asleep.’
M ‘wal'invading the room.

1 reasoped that thi _"

Marvel. For him-{!

When I woke aip’ the light of ‘a new ,'

Il "As I’ left the apartment houle.:
nﬁ- ;m bréakfast and’ went down to'

cost me something over four dofllars
and that mme.
to lure. me on. ft a briefinote
the preﬂldont of tﬁo bank, wuon

oW

.
..no-o.-.onon.-..;o;.n-..nno--o..n..\.......n.-uo-.tolan...<n-o\‘...~-¢.‘.-.\.\\~-a-n~ioo--oao..4.ocoo.ooo.c..do--..

L |

‘“The Human Spool"" : iy
/“There is only one. He‘has don
th#t‘ﬂ.eﬂid i
eedle in 2 _haystac

ra whﬂe‘!‘lﬁmlm&'ﬂle bank
thére and the

8y halr and all,
m entrance del

city hotel
t it secretly.

20 AEE TR
glm %mus Ma_rvel. I knew that|”
ce and. atone. ..

1 looked ‘' |
at both bgnks.: The cursory visit gave |
mé no new inspiration or impetus, S0 |
I planned to return homsé on the next |
1 found-none: ¢ity bound: until |
however;  and |
 therefore decided to viéw the palatial|

ceitdinly WOth viéwing. I:could not | -
Irelp but admire the ornate residence, |
the beautiful garden surroundlngs
Stowly rétrdéing my may townwards| -
again-1-slowed up as I.saw two men|
coms ‘6ut through the iron-guarded |

The one I reoosnued first was the |
Duplicate. Except in his walk and. the |

well made up. A. perdon: who had only |/
e the Marvel portrait would be de-| -
%f;d‘ Thére werd certain character- |

hHve been:actepted as: tho pnnmu |

W‘W&th{a evening: pré- ;.
} wag the. man |

iréadiire hotime ‘of vidhe¥, 18ft to roam |

asuretythe anlicat.o was: &'»

Hind me stepped Marvel. ' 'He was (ﬂs- )

the ‘City National bank. I strolfed to- | i
wardltoabhsl!ywwthithetimbz

iniposter might have walkel through |

more ° theru'“iﬁ ¥.came on here
watch, wait and have an inf.erview
with this Danfel’ Morgan. We will
finish that end of the proposition
now."” :

The’ bank president looked up from:
his wrmng ‘48 «Mafvel and myself
were. ushered into the library of his
J;esiﬂBnce ‘He. -started slightly as
Marvel: placed his hand over his face
and those.strong features of his-ub-
| derwent a subtle change. Then as.my
frignd’ placed one of his:cards before
the banker ai deep frown crossed his
Fbrow. | For only ah ingtant he seemed
swiftly ‘to reflect. - He gave the bit of
pﬁktebos?d 4 contemptuons. toss into |

otie “word}' womg M'aﬁe’l squa.rely in’
the face.

T“Nongense!” he ‘gaid,
foreiblyi” " ¢ ¢

“You" ddubt g.ha adthentlctty of my
creéntlals, 1 ‘wee,” submitted Marvel.
“List bnfe dwarn you; T will suffer no’
i travesty or schema to intrude upon
[ihe!” warned Mﬁ!gan in* n strident
tome:

Resilius Mmel lersure‘ty tarned
\leisurely away. + His: swift éyes swept
‘over theswell-filled Bopk shelves.@He
[coolly walked to the nearest 'cale;
lsWwiing open its door, took out an'dle-
ganﬂy .bouzid - volume -and- bronght ‘it

tpe-desk. -The banker: had mno:op-

!imply,

a pogtuuity ‘to resent or resist ithe ‘ac~
ition before my friend -had opened:the:

‘book; thumbed over a few pages aud

,t B tull page portra.ltw with agcoms
ing bi‘ographlml matter on the
osite page. .

uuiew

| & volulme devoted to- “Whos Who” in:
banking. It contained the leadingfe
finanélefs’ of'the country, and a fac-
{ simile of the si ature of every cash-|1
ibi' in the* United States and Canada.

"*¥ou “wish to have me bélieve tua\‘.

1is? yom‘ ‘pieture;” ‘observed the banker
ina ‘ sneerifig® tone.” “Allowing for
some resemblance—" 7
Resdilius i Marvel” boldly seized a pen
and a tab of paper. He placed it be-
side the steel plate one in the book.
“Compare, i you please,” he said.

 “You are thmw of another Resilius
met. 'If you chance

Maryel .Wlmn
of his hand:

wrttlng« IubmiQ 1t ‘to the test.” ;
.a strdnge sound
_the throat of the bank.

n  with me whitd) presid

gfield,” sesmed .

but 4

tur,uod to the view of -his uawilling

e book at a glance It was.

~hs’ had inh‘t)ﬂmcetf plicate.
‘Jed us rather nervously and hastily
into hig private office, thén to'a wait-
'ing room, thénce acfoss the counting
‘room and ‘béfore: the great steel
vault. He Had told us on the way that
he Had uhset the system of burglar
alarms for the police at the sugges~
tion of ‘the supposed Marvel—posssi-
By the most efféctive system in' use
in'the state. The vault door was open
‘and he rushed ‘beyond 4t.  Then we
Heard a clang as he fell hgainst one of
the inner doors::
i5Gonet” ‘e crigd,
box looted!”’
One glance Marvel gave,

‘jand.-—.the strong

then . e

the waste .‘buk&d: hig side. He apoka |wkis out into’ the ¢ounting room, down

ithe: steps and outside. I followed
him. e
“Quick;: my man}” he-shouted to the
‘watchman: “Have you seen anyhody
ale);ve the”bank?! '
" “Two minutes before you eame—the
gentlsmon Mr, Morgan it here.
z had. a satchel, the bank satchel.
t 1 was ordered not to interfere
with him.”  *
. #“Which way?”
duickly.
i“Down- that: allay
“Before I knew it Marvel had dislp-
peared: ‘I was no crack: smsmtev. and
Tilost #ight of him 1 had set-
tﬁad the pofnt that T might have been
of some use to him. ‘Morgan came out
of the bank almost tearing his hair.
He had a yeak spell from his. excite-
had to ease hlm to a‘ stone

B

do;nanded Marvel

fbr‘*’m
' We' had M ¢
Marvel reappeared. - .oaxxled a yel-
uumumm He had _a
nion, but as the latter came
th¢ radius of the_street lamg
:“he was not the Dupliga
, trampish-looking fellow.
leedlng cut on one cheek.
a hand-

w!t

He had
whiélr he was nursing
kerchief mn'm
hitn; YRRy 'llm‘

' “Pake cawaof mm tili mﬁ»m
dhﬁ!ted M !
“Sﬁ if yoir

édte Mergan, ﬂh‘owlng the satchel on
the ﬁﬁl‘iﬁ)\ we entered the bank
again:

“He wag at the t

@ Mﬁrfg to ﬂi&
! tcH traing; country m
slam qua: rs for the man described.

“Morgan had pulled onen the satchel.

e some madman
kage after packnﬁ‘
s and other securi
~""Sate .and sound!”
hat an escape! qnd
mean?’ he cried, |

i| Youifell in: with: "his ideas.

y; had meﬁ

\'AM“ =

o Boneh.|

; Mﬁ— mmmwa oash, stood tubbing his
‘blanky | miured ;

"Su ly tb.is," axp.tameg Marvel.
“that Forbes is the pivot upon whlch
revolves this entire case. The man
is a pervert, but a coward. He ‘would

not directly steal a penny, but. this-
Ickes, ‘his' friend, has had time to fig-
ure out a very pretty and elabarate
plot .in prison. Briefly, for some
menths certa}n irregularities have oc-
curred in the bank that troubled you.
Never a suspicion came into your
mind that Ickes, whom you implicitly
trusted, was involved. Deftly, with-
eut your ever guessing it, he has made
money and securities disappear, to re-
appear. He has even had the bal-
anees ‘overrun, all to convey the idea
to you that some one or more of your
three subordinates were borrowing se-
cretly from the bank to gamble or in-
vest. Two of your employes were
sons of 'wealthy clients, and you
feared to make a rash meve: In the
meantime, with- the aid of one-Maginn,
the man in prison was, setting up his
‘scheme. Deftly, to relieve your anxi-
eties, Forbes suggested the confiden-
tial services of Resilius Marvel. The
plotters. planned to get me out of the
way, and I accommodated them.

“The coneptratm kaew ‘that - the
City National was: practically impreg-
nable from the outside. But Maginn
had been given the ¢ombination to
vault and strong box. My counterpart
made ‘you believe he would secrete
‘himselt in ‘that cabinet yonder,
whence he could watch all the move-
ments of your employes -tomortow.
% was
.| barely. in. time to' catch. a@ﬁw&a o’

He saw that I was close upon him
gfter a brisk run. He turned a Gurve
4n.the alley. I heard a ¢rash of glass.

'Rounding the turn I saw him crossing
‘some shed roofs. Just then the man
toutside here staggered up the steps of
a deserted building. He had = heen
asleep on the floor when the satchel
lamled on him, and he was cut by the
nmnk glass: I think that is all,” con<
7|1 a Ieisurely manner:

your services, by = mail, Mr. Marvek'
As to Forbeg, and this Mo,ginn—-if ha\
is caught—"

e next, and I} :That is for you to - decide,” said
lﬁﬁ“ to %ﬁ'rvvl
Jand the|

“By the way, our friend outside—
he has been a friend indéed,” said the
banker, and he extended a one hun-
dred ‘@ollar not® to Marvel.

1 agcompanied my friend outside.

ht 4o light something like a
‘fate aiid grumbling at fate.

~“r'd like to catch the man  who
¢ me with that satehel!” he

.

‘cluded Marvel, drawing: onhis gloves

“Bscept a substantial recognition of:

';‘he tramp, little dreaming that he

+| him:as heé sped/away with his plunder. . ..
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