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THE TIGER OF THE OCEAR,

STRENGTH AND. FEROCITY OF THE
HAMMERREAD SHARK.

His Power of Destruction Exhibited Best
in Tropical Waters—One Taat Towed a
Whale and Another That Mandled a
Bull-When He Turns on the Hunter—
Trap in Which lic Is Taken.

* Bailor though you may have been
for a score of years and never given
cause for a man to call you coward,
there comel a time when you feel,the
creeps and your knees grow weal)” said
@ man who was a whaler ope®. “ That
time is when you lookY6ver the rail
of a ship rising and falling ona calm
pea and find a big hammerhead shark
looking up into your eyes. The white
pghark is voracious and merciless, but
the tiger of the sea, as the hammer-
head is called, is worse than that. He
is the most repulsive looking fish that
gpwims. He will take up the trail of
a phip like a bloodhound, and his per-
pistency is menacing and malignant.
A white shark can be frightened or
beaten off, even after seizing his prey,
but the hammerhead shuts his jaws
like a bulldog and will be cut to pieces |
before he will let go. A man in the|
water may dodge the rush of a white |
phark, but the tiger never misses his |
mark. He hasn't the speed of the oth-|
but it is his slower gait whichl

er,

makes him inore certain of his vic-|three passengers and a crew of four-|

tim. |

*“ While the hammerhead shark may |
be caught all along the Atlantic coast,
his true cruising grounds are in the
tropical geas. To get among the big
oneg you must voyage up the Bay of
Bengal or coast along the great bar-
rier reef of Australia. You will find
the white shark there, too, but the
two species mever run in the same
gchool. I do not know that they quar-
rel when they meet, but certain it is
that

THEY AVOLD EACH OTHER.

It is seldom that a big shark is caught
in Northern waters, but in the tropi-
cal seas a twelve-footer, either white
or hammerhead, i8 looked upon with
gontempt. One day, as the ship White
Wings was bepalmed about fifty miles
off the couast of Madagascar, a ham-
merhead shark of such size appeared
alongside that he was at first taken
for a whale. He remained with us for
over an hour, lying like a log on the
water, and it was easy to gel his di-
mensgions, al least his length. He
was exacily thirty-three feet long and
about the size of a ilour-barrel. [f a
tow-line could have been made fast to
that fish he had the horse-power to
enable him to drag us aleng. While
the white shark is swifter and more
supplé, the hamuuerheau has more of
what might be called pounding pow-
er. As an illustration of what he can
do out ol the water, I will cite the
cuge of an Australian coasiing schoon-
er called the Wanderer. 1 wag in the
whaling ship Paul Jemes and we were
anchored off one of the Kangaroo is-
Jands on the east coast, to wood and
water. The Wanderer, which was
northward bound, came to anchor quite
near us to make good some damage
received’ aloft in 2 squall. TThe water
was alive with bungry hammerheads,
and the captain of the coaster, put

or

over a hook. A shark eighteen feet
long soon took it and after half an
hour's hard work was buauled over the
rail. 'I'he fish seemed to be played vut
as they hauled him in, but no sooner
did he feel the deck under him than
he began business. ! The blows he
struck with his tail could have been
heard a mile away, and when he
sprang into the air and fell back there |
wag a crash which told of splintered |
planks. In ten minutes that fish al-
most made a wreck of the schooner.
He smashed bulwarks, shivered planks,
and broke stanchions as if they were
gticks and chips, and harness-cask, |
water-butt, and the cook’'s gally went |
overboard as if sent by |
A POWDER EXPLOSION. ‘
The carpenter managed to sever the
tail with a broadaxe at last, and no
more shark hooks were dropped over
the side. Had that sbark been free
in the hold of the scheoner I believe
he would have sgtarted a dozen butt-
ends and sunk her at her anchor.

*“In his native element a big shark
bas two sorts of power—the go-ahead |
and the reverse. Off the Java coast, |
on cne of my whaling voyages, we |
killed a whale fixty-two feet long. ln]
bulk he seemed to be an island, |
his weight was tons added to tons.
In a perfectly calm sea three boats)|
made fast to tow the whale down to|
the ship. We had been straining cur
backs for five minutes and hadn't got
the great bulk maving yet, when a
hammerhead shark about twenty fee:
long dashed in and set his jaws into
the body just forward of the tail. As
he got a firm hold he began pulling
back and shaking his head you
have seen a dog pull at a rool when
digging. As the flesh would not tear
away. that shark kept reversing his
engines until he had turned the big
body twice around in a circle, and add-
ed to the weight of the body was the
drag of our three boats. To get rid
of him we had to almost cut him into
strips with ouwr harpoons. As to the
go-thead powers of a shark, perhaps
there has never been a test which gave
his actual horse-power. At fQandalwood
Island, off the coast of Java, the na-
tives caught a big hammerhead who
had pursued a bather too far and had
tbeen mtranded. A rope was made fast
behind his head and the frea end fast-
ened to a raft which they consiruct-

and

as

! ter

ed out of driftwood. According to their
statements the raft was about twen-
ty feet square, and they piled at least
a ton of etones on it. It was abulky,
unwieldly thing, and yet when they
got shark and raft clear of the shore,
the harnessed captive started off at
steamboat speed and seemed to make
little of the drag in his wake. He was
passed by a catamaran, when fifteen
mileg at sea, and was still keeping up
his stroke.

“1 have known a white shark to
follow the ship twenty-four hours, but
never longer. By that time his hun-
ger drives him to go cruising around
after food. While the Paul Jones was
working along the Java coast, a big
hammerhead fell in with us, one day
and stuck by us for eigh. days and
a half without changing his positlgn
three feet. During that time we sail~
ed 630 miles. None of us could figure
out how the shark got anything to eat
in all that time, and, as a matter of
fact, I don't believe he got a morsel,
The idea that ashark follows a ship
for the food thrown overboard is a false
one. I have seen the cook throw slops
over when sharks were following or
skulking under the counter and

THEY WOULD NOT MOVE.
A hammerhead estimated to be thirty
feet long followed the English ship
Red Lion 2,180 miles on a voyage to
Australia. Food was thrown to him
twenty different times, but he .would
not touch it. "The white shark of the
tropical seas displays more fierceness
than fhose of the Atlantic, but he is
a sheep compared to the hammerhead.
In the year 1871 the brig Southern
Cross, from Calcutta to London, was
wrecked on Nelgon Island, at the north-
ern end of the Indian Ocean. She had

teen men. 'lhey put off from the
wreck on a raft, but the wind blew
them out to sea instead of upon the
beach. The raft was surrounded by
hammerhead sharks, and by sundown,
when it was sighted, by a north-bound
craft, only one of the seventeen cast-
aways was left. The sharks could not
upset the raft, but they leaped upon
it sometimes two or three at once, and
knocked the people overboard.

‘In the, year 1882, while we were
landing some cattle from a coaster in
Portland Bay, Ausiralia, the sling
broke and a large Devon bull fell into
the water. This was about half a mile
from the beach and in water fifteen
feet deep. The bull started for shore,
but a hammerhead shark seized him by
the right hip almocst at once. The shark
was only about fourteen feet long, and
the bull wag strong enough to have
pulled a tree up by the roots, and yet
the shark] began towing him out to
sea. Boats were lowered and we went
for the fish. We beat him with boat-
hooks, stabbed him with knives and
fired six bullets into him from a re-
volver, but he wouldn't let go. Then
we fagtened a towrope to the horns of
the ‘bull and towed him to the beach
and the shark came with him and was
killed with an axe on the sands. The
flesh was not badly tormn, but at the
end of a couple of days the bull was
dead.

“ IPor a good many years the Zoolog-
ical Gardens at Bombay were seeking
for a specimen hammer-head. The price
offered was liberal enough, and scores
of them were caught with hooks, but
none lived beyond a few hours. It was
finally digcovered that the laceration
of the throat by the hook bled them
to death. Then a native of one of the
Caroline Islands put the officials up
to a dodge, and a craft was fitted out
and ‘sent down the coast to Little
George Island. When she had come to
anchor in a little bay men were sent
ashore to cut and bring off ten long
slim poles. These were fastened loose~
ly together after being spread four
feet apart., This gave them a raft
forty feet wide by fifteen feet long.
Then ropes from ten to fifty feet long,

{ about twenty lengths in all, were fast-

ened to the raft and weighted just
sufficiently to sink them below it. The
centre rope had four feet of chain at
its lower end, and to this chain was
wired
A HUNK OF BEEF,

One morning they towed the light raft
two miles oif shore on a smooth sea
and puiled away to watch proceedings.
It wag even chances that a white shark
or ground shark or a small hammer-
head might take the buit, but
had to risk that. Luck was with the
hunters. They had been waiting and
watching for two hours when there
was a sudden commotion. A tiger twen-

ty-three feet long had taken the bait. |

Down it went at a gulp and he start-
ed off. Ap soon as he felt the strain of
the raft he began to fight. A whiie
shark would have rushed this way and
that and ssught to tear out the hook.
This fellow was not caught by a hook,
but he would not throw out the bait.

| He sought to sever the chain, and when

it defied him he rushed upward at the
raft and rolled over and over as if turn-
ed with a crank. They had counted on
his behaviour to capture him. In five
minutes he was wound up in half a
dozen of the trailing ropes and had
the limber poles bent in all sorts of
shapes, .and they made fast and tow-
ed him off to the brig. No fish could
have made a fiercer fight. It tock
four hours, hampered as he was, to
get him into his tank, and his strengih
and fierceness were matters of amaze-
ment. The fish was landed at Bombay
and transferred to a basin without in-
jury, but he only lived three months.
A second and a third were captured
in the sume manner, but both died af-
a brief captivity. In the same
gardens was a white shark who had
spent ten years in his tank and had
grown fat and lazy.

~“In Atlantic waters the man look-
ing for sport may cast his shark hooks
overboard: without fear of disaster, no
matter what sort of shark takes hold,
but in the tropical seas there is no
feeling of gecurity. If a big hammer-
head bolts the hook he will at first
be thrown into a flutter and make a
run for it. Five minutes later he will
get his mad up and demand revenge.
There are scoris of recorded instances
where he has thade a rush and a leap
and crushed or upset a small boat, and

the tragedy at Batavia, happening
only four years ago, was convincing
proof that he is a dangerous foe. A
boat with five men in it hooked a big
hammerhead, and after running out
100 feet of line the fish turned and
rushed. As he neared the boat he leap-
ed clear of the water and landed am-
ong the men. In less than one minute
he had beaten out the bottom planks
of the boat with his tail, and of the
four men who met death two, at least,
had broken legs or arms before the
shark rolled out of the wreck and went
hig way.”

CATCHING COBRAS.

Means Used by the Smake-Charmers in
Capturing These Dangerous Reptiles.
The cobra is so passionately fond of

music that it can at any time be en-
ticed from its hiding-place by the
noteg of a violin or a bagpipe. It sel-
dom hears anything but the bagpipe,
but if there be one instrument which
it loves more than any other it is the
violin.

If a cobra takes up its abode in the
neighborhood of a dwelling, it is cus-
tomary to send for a pair of profes-
sional snake-charmers. They at once
proceed to work upon the snake’s love
of music. Ope of them strikes up a
tune near the place where the cobra
is supposed to be.

If it is there it is sure to be attraect-

they |

ed by the mugic, and soon to make its
appearance. It emerges slowly from
its hiding-place, and takes a position
il front of the player. It is his busi-
ness to keep its attention engaged
| while his companion creeps up behind
it with a handful of fine dust.

The casting of the dust upon the
| cobra startles it, and for one moment
lit falls its full length on the ground.
| It is only for a moment, but the time
is long emough to answer the purpose
|of the agsistant. With a iightning-
;]ike movement he seizes the cobra by
| the neck just below the head. The
snake turns in fury, and winds its body

round the arm of its captor; but its
|rage avails it nothing. It cannot turn
its head to b’ e.

If it is desirable to extract the fangs
at once, the captor presses his thumb
on the throat of the cobra, thus com-
pelling it to open its mouth, and the
fangs are drawn with a pair of pinc-
ers.

If, however, the operator desires to
keep the snake intact for the present,
the musician comes to his comrade’s
assistance, forcibly unwinds the coils,
and placef the body of the cobra in a
basket. Omly the head is left out, this
being still held by the other man. The
lid is pressed down to prevent the cob-
ra from wriggling out. Then, suddenly,
the captor thrusts the head in, and
bangs dowm the lid.

Sometimes music is used to draw
from the snake its poison, to be used
for medicinal or experimental purposes.
When this is to be done, the musi-
cian's assistant, arms himself with a
lax_‘ge plate covered with a thick plan-
tain leaf. While the snake is engag-
ed with the mukic he sits down right
in front of it. It is too much engross-
ed to notice him until the music sud-
denly stops. Then the cobra, recalled
to existing surroundings, launches
forth at the man who is nearest.

Quick ag its thrust, however, is the
movement of the man. He interposes
the plate and receives the bite on it.
The poison goes through the puncture
in the leaf, and is deposited on the
plate. It is a thick, albuminous fluid,
like the white of an egg. One drop
of it, communicated to the blood, is
enough to cauge death to any warm-
blooded animal,
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ITS GRAPHITE NOW.
Lead Penclls in Yodern Thmes Contaln No
Lead Whatever.

i

Once upon a time sticks of lead were
used for making marks on paper and
wood, and the name has survived,
thcugh powadays all the pencils are
filled with graphite, or plumbago,
which is simply a form of pure char-
coul.  This mineral is found in only
a few places in the worid—in Cum-
berland, England; along the Lauren-
tian ranges in the Province of Quebec,
Ticonleroga, in Vermont.

'lhe graphite is taken in the lump
from the mines and carried to the
reducing mill, where it is gnound or
pulverized in stamp wills under wa-
ter. The tine particles of graphite
float away with the water through a
number of tanks, coliecting at the bet-
tom of these reservoirs. It is packed
in barrels in the form of dust and
sent Lo the factory, where tens of
thousands of lead pencils sre turned
cut every day. The pulverized gra-
phite is so {ine that it really is a
dust, dingy ia color and smooth and
oily to the touch. It is divided in-
to varicus grades of fineness by divid-
ing it on water from one tank 10 an-
oth?r. ;

{n another series of tanks the Ger-
man pipeclay, which is mwixed with
graphite to secure the different grades
of pencils from very soft to extra hard.
is graded in "the same way by
floating. The finest clay is
mixed with the finest graphite,
being ground together between stones,
and the hardness of the' pencil is se-
oured by increasing the proportion of
clay in the mixture.

TONSILITIS CONTAGIOUS.

In the Altona, Hamburg, Hospital
all cases of tonsilitis or sore throat are
now isolated, since it was discovered
that 18 patiente in five wards, all on
the same corridor, caught a case of sor:
throat from one patient.

TARIING THE LION.
TGS .

Mr. John Coeper Glie: Mis Experiemces
With the King of Beasts.

John Cooper, who from being the
Youngest lion-tamer in the world—he
was a full-blown trainer at the age of
twelve—has become one of the great-
est, is no believer in harsh measures.

“ Firmness and kindness will make
any animal fond of you,” he said re-
cently. “I have had lions so fond of
me that if I petted one, others would
be jealous. In a group of seven or
eight lions, an ill-timed caress of one
would wound the feelings of the oth-
ers, and if persisted in, would lead to
a row.”

In some of his performances, Mr.
Cooper had a lion on either side of
him with feet on his shoulders. Point-
ing to a picture of himself in- such a
position, he said:

“ You see this lion on my left shoul-
der ¥ That is Betsy. She was blind.
Whenever she got out of position in
the group, she had a perfect horror
of touching me. She was afraid that
she might hurt me. If she was in her
right place, she knew, exactly where I
was, and what she could do without
striking me with her claws or kmock-
ing me down. I have often been
touched at her care, which was guite as
great as any of us are capable of ex-
ercising. Poor blind Betsy I”

Speaking of the memory of animals,
Mr. Cooper said, ' I doubt whether they
forget anything. Some years ago there
was a sale of elephants at North Wool-
wich Gardens. In the catalogue was
a group of elephants that I used to
‘ perform,’ but had not seen for twalve
years. As they were led into the ring,
1 said to one of them, ‘ Hallo, Pa!' an
expression that used to be part of the
performance.

“ The elephant was' electrified, and
began to trumpef in an extraordin-
ary manner. The others joined in and
got round me, encircling me with their
trunks, as if to embrace me. It was
with difficulty I got away from them,
and when I did, I fairly broke down
and cried. The people at the sale ask-
ed me to repeat the performance, but
I couldn’t—I was too much upset.”

Although his animals had such good
memories, there was one time when
Mr. Cooper's own memory failed. He
had been very ill, and it was his first
appearance afterward among his lions.
When he got into the cage he found
his mind a blank. He did not even
know one lion from another. Quite
helpless, he looked at the lions, and
they at him. They were waiting for
the words and gestures that were asso-
ciated with the different perform-
ances.

He continued to gaze at them, but
could make nothing of it, and was
turning away to give up when one of
them sprang upon him on one side,
then another on the other side, and
the rest ranged themselves about him.
They were going through the final
scene in the performance. Perhaps in
turning away he had unconsciously
made some gesture that they remem-
bered. Anyway, the lions had awaken-
ed his memory, for although he did
no more performing that day, the whole
thing came back to him.

THE BOTHERSOME FLY.

The One That Comes In and Skims Avound
%0 Gayly Early in the Morning.

‘‘One swallow may not make a sum-
meT, very-likely not, but one fly, at
this season, can make a heap of trou-
ble. This fly.” said Mr. Gozzleby, “ is
the one that comeg into your room
to greet you in the early morning,
soon after sun-up, but long before you
want to get up. He is not satisfied
with buzzing up to you and saying
‘ howdy ’ once, but with a great excess
of politenegs or good nature or friend-
ly feeling, or just downright stupidity,
for it certainly can't be mere malicious-
ness—the fly doesn’t know enough for
that—comes at you again and again.
If he goes anywhere else, it is only
to return.

“You brush him away drowsily at
first, but there’s nothing drowsy about
the fly; he is wp' for the day, and he
comes around at you again at full speed
and lights on you suddenly. Your
drowsiness is gone now, and the cold
fact is that you try to smash the de-
bonnair fly that got up so early. But
say, you may have a good deal more
brute strength than the fly, but you
are not in it at all with him for
sprightliness and when you bring your
hand down where he was he is as
likely as not calmly walking head
down on the ceiling.

“ But he does not neglect you; he
is back again presently, when you have
got comiortably and hopefully settled
down, zip! in a skimming flight so
clogse to your ear that you fancy you
can feel the wind from his wings, and
then he swings round in a graceful
loop and lands on your nose. And that's
the way he goeg, free from care, wide-
awake himself, never dreaming that
anyb>dy else wants to sleep, just a
tear'ng and r’aring and prancing
aroun i, anl lighting on you every now
and then at irregular but not infre-
quent intervals, and keeping every-
thing stirred up, so that sleep is quite
out of the question. And at last you
give it up and et up an hour or two
ahead of your usual {ime. You are a
good deal bigger than the fly, but there
are times when $he 1)y gets-the ba'ter
of you.

“One swallow may not make asum-
mer, by one fly may easily ke a
man swear.”

IN MERRY OLD ENGLAND,

DOINGS OF THE E®GLISH PEOPLE
REPORTED B MAIL

Record of the Events. Taking. Flace in the
Land of the Rose—Interesting Occur-
rences.

The Mayor of Southampton’s “Stella™
fund now amounts to £6,380.

J. L. Toole is 66 years of age. Sir
Henry Irving is five years younger.

The lifeboats round the British coast
during the fast year zescued 628 peo-
ple.

St. Peter’s Presbyterian chureh, Liv-
erpool, is about to celebrate its jubilee,

It bas been estimated that; steamers
are 20 per ceat, safer than sailing ves-
sels, .

Queen Victoria’'s annual trips to and
from Scotland alone cost her close om
£6,250 a year.

It is proposed to institute open air
restaurants in London during the sum-
mer months,

In the Byitish navy there are at least
150 ships that have seen over a quarter
of a centufy’'s service. .

Swas, Mrs. Burnett Smith,
those who attended her

Ma jesty’gdrawing room recently.

Gossips say that Lady Peggy Prim-
rose, now the Countess of Crewe, was
b qucathed two millions sterling by ber
mother,

Ann Grant, a domestic servant, who
recently died in Cambridgeshire at the
age of 87 years, has served 71 years in
one family.

Admiral Sir Henry Keppel, who | at
the age of 90 is about to retire from
service, has been in the British navy
for 75 years.

In six-shilling form Ian Maclaren’s
most popular book, “Beside thel Bon-
nie Brier Bush,” has reached an issue
of 90,000 copies.

The most up-to-date fashion in call-
ing followed among smart London
bachelors is to employ a comimigsion-
aire to leave one’s cands. £

Th: William Black Memorial Fuel is
lagging once more, and an appeal is
now made for small sums from the ad-
mirers of the deceased novelist,

The Royal Institution of Great Bri-
tain, in commemoration of its centen-
ary, has elected as honorary members
a number of prominent Americans.

The income of the principal chari-
fabl: imstitut.ons having th.ir head-
quarters in Eondon amounts (o over
seven million pounds per annum.

‘fhe-principal-trade of Bradferd just
now is said to be in mercerized cotton
dress goods. A firm there has receiv-
ed an order for mercerizing 160,_000
picces of goods woven in Lancashire,

Many animals in desert regions never
bhave any water except the dew on
vegetation. A parrot in the London Zoo
is known to have lived fifty-two years
without drinking a drop of water.

The London cottage known as “Lalla
Rookh’ where Tom Moore is said to
have written the poem of that name,
for which Messrs. Longman paid him
£3,000, is shortly to be swept away.

The annual report of the Royal Scot-
tish Hospital, just issued, shows that
the ordinary income for the year
amounted to £5,884 9s. 2d., and, as the
expenditure amounted to £5922 14s,
11-2d., there is an excess of £38 4s. 11
1-2d., above the ordinary income. - The
annual subscriptions amounted to £1,-
603 16s. 9d., as against £1,642 9s. 9d,
last year.

Dr. Jameson, the Transvaal raider,
wants to enter Parliament.

The greatest university is Oxford,
which has twenty-one colleges and five
halls.

The most common name for a place
in England is Newton, which occurs
no fewer than 72 times.

Sir Honry Wm. Primrose, K. C. B.,
has been appointed chairman of the
Board of Inland Revenue.

It is alleged that of the various High-
land representatives in the House of
Commons not onz can speak Gaelic.

A m:dical paper estimates that over
£50,000 worth of medicine is anpually
distributed gratis at the English dis-
pensaries.

The sketch of the Queen which sells
best in France is one taken on the sea-
shore with a Skye terrier walking be-
side her,

Rudyard Kipling says that the hard-
¢s8t work he ever did, and the hardest
he ever saw done is that of a news-
paper office.

Steam omnibus lines are being estab-
lished between Newcastle and Hull and
other cities of northern England. The
fares are only a cent per mile,

SLEEP. =y
Some doctors believe that a man has
Jjust so many hours to be awake, and
that the more of them he uses up in
a day the shorter his life will be. A
man might live to be 200 if he could
sleep most of the time. The proper
way to economize time, therefore, is
to sleep when there is nothing better
to do.

OUT OF HIS SIGHT. )

Get out! commanded her father-
M:n’t ever let me see you ‘here again.
Very well, replied the confideat
nung man. Your daughter can tell
you the mnights I am to call, and you
can arrange to be out usntil J leave.
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