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CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH-—MARK TWAIN
AS TOM SAWYER—1835-1857

THE name of Mark Twain stands for American
Humour. More than that of any other writer,
more than all names together, his name con.
veys the idea of American humour. For two
generations his reputation and his fame have
been carried all over the world with this con-
notation. He has become, as it were, an idea,
a sort of abstraction, comparable to John Bull
who represents England, or Sherlock Holmes
who signifies an inexorable chain of logic.
The name, as all the world knows, is only a
pen-name, selected after the conceited fashion
of the day and taken from the river-calls of the
Mississippi pilots. But its apt and easy sound
rapidly obliterated the clumsy name of the
writer who wore it. Samuel Langhorne Clemens
died to the world, or rather, never lived for it.
“Mark Twain * became a household word for
millions and came to signify not merely a par-
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