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Our Ottawa Letter

Borden on Referendum-—Laurier’s trip—C.N.R. now Geovernment Owned.
(By The Cuide's Special Correspondent)

Ottawa, December 14.—On the whole
the week pteeedin the election has been
an uneventful one at the eapital. There
will be more doings of importance before
the pext few days go around. The only
event of importance has been the final
speech of the election campaign by Sir

obert Borden who closed the fight of
the Unionist forees at a well aftended
meeting in the Russell theatre last night.
As on the oceasion when Sir Wilfrid
Laurier spoke in the same place the at-
tendanece was limited only by the eapa-
city of the building. The prime minister
reviewed the whole argument on behalf
of the Unionists at eonsiderable lenﬂh
and incidentally made the statement t
it would not be ible for Parliament to
convene before the middle of March. He
said that the election writs are not -
able until Febwuary 27 and a fort t
would have to elapse subsequently
fore it would be advisable to have lho
house sit.

“As long as 1 am Prime Minister of-

Canada.” said Sir Robert, “there will
be no referendum. \’ou eannot fight this
war with

ght
the with doqml titudes. I we
war ;

haye a referendum to determine
or not we shall do our duty. to the men
in the trenches, why should they not have
a referendum to determine whether or
not they shall do their duty to ws?
d{mu are correlative. The Rus
sians held a referendum when the Ger
mans were coming over the top. Some
ulllmn-m bayonetted and some were
prisoner. That gives vou an ex-

-mph of the advantages and the dis-
advantages of a referendum

The provinee of Nova Seotia is to have
temporary relief from the application of
the Military Service Aet hecause of the
meat Halifax disaster which has pretty
gonerally w jhnnp in the provinee
down by t Definite announece-
ment to that Jh« was made today by
Sir Robert Borden. The ety of Halifax
s also 1o be spared the distress which
would arise out of the holding of an
clection st such a time. Action was
taken today under the provisions of the
War Measures Act Mnn: the voting
in the Nova Scotian efpital until Janu-
ary 28 the same date on which it will
take place in the Yukon. The nomina-
tions will stand, however. An effost was
made to arrange a saw-off, it being pro-
posed that one candidate on tach side
should drop out, giving the other two
acelamations \olhm. eame of it, how-
ever, and, as conditions in the eity are
such as to make # impostible for the
vute 10 be taken. the eleetion sas deferved

Sir Wilind Launer’s dash through the
wepl aroused a greal deal of interest in
the east. It was not thought that he
would proceed further west than Win-
nipeg and his last weck of strenuous

rampaigning was walehed with intorest
Lilerals y claimed that NS¢ Wi
frd must ERCOUTAEIRE Hewe
on MV w or he would not

have beaved the nigorms of the western
winter. They are amerting that this
somew hat speetacular porformance on the
part of & maw of S Wilind's age » ot
the peenent Line having & benefictal effert
on the opyvwiticn campeign in esstern
Canada, enturely apast 1 what Ma
effect mav be in the west Eﬁ“lﬂ-nl
wins in Optario run up past the twenty
mark Sir Wilind s follosems, iudging (rom
their tals will be disposed to *vedit i to
hit last weeh of eampaignine
St Momas White ministe ¢ of finance,
this weck msued + oply 1o S alements
made by Mr. liatley Dewast’ and other
oppewith n spwakers L regard b vecont
payments o latge amounts of money
by the acquisition by the
verament the common stock of the
N.R. S Thomas warmly denied that
the payments which bave been made were
not suthorised. One statement was that

gl and
on account of the Rritsh Colymbia CN.R
Bne. Sir Thomas declared this 1o be &
fabrication. The second charge was that
n the alwence of the Governor-Ceneral,
and without parkamentary warrant, large
sume had been paid 0 Mackensie and
Mann through the Rank of Commene
Acengding to the minster of Anance the
facts are that Mackensie dnd Mann have
gow transferved thelr stonl 40 the gow

ernment under the wvuwm of tlu
legislation of last session and the
of Canada now own the CN.R. uum
interest payments and obligations recent-
ly beeame due and under the legislation
passed last session the government assumes
the lawful debts of the C.N.R. Any
payments made are for the public-owned
road and the benefits go to the Canadian
people, who could not afford to allow
interest payments to be defaulted. The
Ie?duuon under which action has been
taken provides that: “subsequent to lho
transfer of the stock of the C.N.R.
by Mackensie and Mann peuonnll
s:‘n vernor-in-council may assist lhe
Northern Railway Company, or uny
company included in the C. Nor-
thern system, m“l;ﬁ'mg or nuhn. any

indebtedness y or -
M'upmuwm%

Siyie Oelenim

| 9325

Mackenzie
whatsoever in the
‘uauhvohu- n&d’d.

“owned line
loul.ppron-udyloumnﬂioodd-

that you are open o buy a piano.

vided under the act to the governmeut,
udlln.hvou

——

© THE HALIFAX DISASTER

Latest estimates of the number of
killed in the Halifax disaster show a
counsiderable decrease below the first es
timate. It is stated that the death
roll will be around 1,300. This includes
she number dead and missing. A large
number have been burried without
identification. It will be, of course, im-
possible to arrive at definite figures of
the total loss of life. Oune of the dis-
tressing features of the disaster is that
there will be from 300 to 500 people
totally or partially blind and twe hua-
dred made orphans.. The missing list,
very lor-nd-hh in tho days immedi-
ately succeeding the disasten, is bel
steadily red as refugees who
the eity returned. Of the property dam-
age, it is reported that five hundred
houses have been totally destroyed and
five huadred nlloni uninhabitable
while one thousand can be patebed up.

FORMER PREMIER DEAD
Sir Mackenzie Bowell died on Decom-
ber 10, following & week's illness at

Ouly a Few Memberships Left in Our

HRISTMAS PIANO CLUB

IThs is your last chance to avail yourself of all tho exira advantages allowed to those who
purchase through this popular co-operative method.
such reduced prices—such easy terms-—and the dozen unusial advantages offered Lo
club members. Anyone may join—there are no dues or assessments—Simply advise us
You are then enrolled and have until December 84
to select your instrument provided the lotal number of memberships are not taken up
before thal lime. We show here only three of the big bargains you may secure.

Belville, Ont.

In no other way can you secure

wiected by our president.

- $590 | | v w9375

Some Features of this Big Olub Offer Any Instrement In Our Store
Purchased on

Your eoholoe of any of the shove-mentionsd makes.
Verma: One-ANh Cash and two or three years o pay off =
the balance, monthly, quarterly, half-yearty or snsually, 4
s you prefer; a special discount of 10 per cenl. saved
o cash or on exira instalments paid sl the time of
purchase; B0 daye’ free trial or If ansstisfactiory, money
refunded on the return of the plane; 10 years' guaraniee.
Plano Bench with musio receplacio free. Freight-Pre-
pald lo your nearest stalion. Pvery plane personally

g =

Sir Mackenzie was born
in BSheffield, England in 1823 and
‘came to Cansda with, ' his parents
In 1834 he entered the office
of the Belville Intelligencer as a *‘ prin-
ter’s devil,”’ from which he llh)d
to the editorship and
which he Iols ever ul.«.
& Nestor of Canadian
llo entered the House
-ou in 1866 and 26 years
nted to the senate where
leader of the Conservati
until 1906. He was minister
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