CANADIAN CHURCHMAN.

[December'81, 1896.

(ficicnt fu'fi ment in our midst of the ministry of
catechising by the clergy in the churches of the land.
That the obl.gation ot tbus ministry rests on the
clergy is be youd question ; it i8 clearly stated in the
Praver Book. ‘'ithe curate of every parish shall
diligevtly, upon Suudays acd holy days, openly in
the Church, instruct and examine the children sent
unto bim 1o the Catechism.’ From the obligation of
catechising personally in the church the parish
priest bas no escape. And the Church, in !aying on
bhim this otligation, acts in obedience to the Word
of God. She recoguizes the abidiLg anthority of
the direction given by St. Paul to Timothy for the
mivistry of the Word in the Church of Epbesus,

* Give heed to reading, to exbhortation, to teaching.’
(1 Tim. iv. 18) She is at one with the Cburch in
every time snd age in maintainivg the frechold
mimstry of the Word in lessons, in preaching, in
catechiring. And inthus activg +he is faithfal to the
wili of Gud as revealed in His Word. No Church
that does not et jrin her clergy to give heed to the
teaching would be faithful to her Master. Yet, clear
as this is, it is certain that this persoval obligation of
the priest in the mibistry of catecbising has very
gencrally not been recognized among us. We are
living iu a generation which bas too generally grown
up 10 ignorance of the Christian faith as the Cbhurch
has received it. The letter of the Catecbism is un-
konown. The truth it teaches is also unkuown. A
vague, indefinite pietism is tbat in which our chil-
dren have been trained, but they knmow uvot ‘The
truth as it is ir Jesus,' as expressed in that faith
which down through the Christian ages has been
“tanght * everywhere and in every cbhurch.’ I utter
no censure or condemnation on our Sunday-schools
in sayiug this. We owe to them a debt we cannot
fail to recognize if we read their history without
prejudice. We cannot afford to lose their ministry
in toe present. As really as the Milanese system of
Sunday instruction was God's gift to that people
through San Carlo Borromeo, 80 truly is the Sunday-
school system the gift of God to the Epglish Church
and people. I betieve that the ocontinnance of this
system is as necessary for the full ¢fficiency of the
catechism system among us, as I am sure that in
that system is found what is needed for the perfeot-
ing of their work. Th&ee is no antagonism between
the two. The one is the complement of the other.
Sonday-schonls can never be a substitute for the
Catecbism service, but they can in a special degree
prepare its way and advence its efficiency. No
parish priest can, without incurring a serious re-
spousibility, delegate his ministry of teaching his
children to Sunday-school teachers. But he can
welcome them as fellow-laborers with himself in
this mivuistry. Then as the teacher in the Sanday-
school prepares the children for the Catechism, and
the priest in the Catechi-m perfects the work of the
teacber in the Sunday school, they shall * rejoice to-
gether ’ as each shares in the order of the body of
Christ a common work. But for the practical ex-
pression of this ideal, the first condition is, the re-
cogoition by the clergy of their obligation to fulfil
persoually, and in the Charch, this mimstry of cate-
chising. And my hopes go out with this treatise
that it may be used ot God to bring about this re-
sult.” In closing let me suggest to the clergy who
are 1nterested in this revival of positive and cateche-
tical teaching, a careful study of the system as
described in tue book which has given the keynote
to this subj.ct, “ The Clergy and the Catechism,”
by the Rev. Spencer Jones. Let me further suggest,
after studying out this subject, the advisability of
establishiug for tbemseives in their cures and
parishes a Catechetical Class, in which the rector of
she parish sbail come into direct touch with the chil-
dren of bhis parich and of his Sunday-school.
For the last five months I have met my children
0 the CLurch every Friday afternoon, trom 5 to 6
o'clock, and have bcen more than dehighted with the
1esuits ot this close and vital relationsbip to the
young of the flock. I do not try to crowd vpon the
nstruction on the Lord's Day, v:kich is already in
thoroughly comypetent hands. But in this sucoessful
application of the St. Sulpice method to the pro-
biem, I am surprised at the case of it, at the results
of it, aLd of the great necessity of it. It was to
Simon Peter, an Ajpostle, and not to a group of
miscelianeous diecipler, that our Lord gave His
charge, ** Feed my lan.bs.” And it 18 to the priests
of ibe CLurch to.day aud ot alone to a }mnd of
Sunday school workers that the same Master adds
this sswe commavrd, 8 conmand which applies to ys
bere snd pow in our Lusy hife, as well as 1L applied to
His followers of old by the Sea of Galilee.

THE DUTY OF ASKING.

SERMON BY TBE BEV, CANON SCOTT HOLLAND,

i « Agk, and it shell be given you ; scck, txd ye ¢hell
| find ;. knock, and it shall be opeved unto ycu,”—8t
Mats vii. 7.

Least Sunday we spoke of our mental and epiritua
attitade towngls our neighbour, and we found it w

™

all summed up in the maxim ** Give "—unlock your
sympatbies, unseal your heart, be forthcoming, be
generous, be trusttul, let yourself ba at the disposal
of others frecly and abundantly !  You wid find that
they return your coufidence if only you begin. Now,
to day, we will turn to ask, ** And what about our
duty towards God ? What is to be our relation to
Him, our spiritual type, our characteristio temper ?"’
Aod in answer we meet with a recipe which exactly
reverses matters. Towards Gud you are to be as
one who is forever asking. You are to be insatiable,
slamorous, insistent, urgent, always wauvting more
and more. The temper of a beggar, that is what is
to characterize you. A beggar tua$ will Lot be put
off. Yuu must ply God with requests. You must be
on the watch for opportunities ot pressing your case.
You must nurse & hunger at your heart wuich will
not be gainsaid. Ask aud you shall have, demaud a
great deal, expand your wants, increase your desires:
God's complaint agaiost you is that you do not ask
enough, Therefure He sends His Son to stir up your
capacities for asking, to prompt aud provoke a larger
thirst for good things. ** Why aro you not more ais-
contented with what you bhave?" So the Son of
God inquires, ** Wny do you rest satistied with such
pit:ful resuits, snch meagre resources 2"  You ought
to be ashamed of them. Ask, and if askiug is not
sufficient, then sct to work to seck. Souemv, labour,
contrive, that what you require may be obtained.
Go about bither aud thither to discover how it may
be dose. It may be in your secking you come up
against some bliud doors that bar yuur way, against
bolted gates that invite no entry—silent, ana stff,
and grim. Then, still do not give up. Do not lower
your demands, do not acoept the resistance of facts,
do not acquiesce in the cramping force of circum-
stances. No, let your passion for more in your in.
vincible quest go boldly up to the darkest dvors and
knock. losist on admittance, clamour agaiust re-
fusal. Beat up against anything that would piuch
and curb your needs. For you, as a oLild of God,
there is but one motto, one 1nvariable rule, ** Ask!"
“ Seek !" “ Koock!” Bat is this really the typical
Christian character ? Is 1t a pleasant temper this,
which would besiege God with everlasting putitions?
Sarely, it may be said, this is a queer mouve to lay
before the conscience, the motive of having. What
is this greed, this ambition, this covetousness which
our Lord recommends ? How does it avoia the ac-
curation of inherent selfishness? ‘' Ask, aud ye
shall have.” What should we desire to have ? It
seems to be the very opposite of the childike mind.
The child in the sccurity of its father's love. The
true ohild knows that things are well, we say. It is
content, it relies upon the good will of the Father,
who is bound to be ordering all things for the best.
The child has perfect trust ; it acccpts 168 limita-
tions, it takes what is given. It¢ would consiuer it
monstrous to whine and complain and be unsatisfied.
H>w tiresome is the child that is forever vexiug us
with restless questions, that fills the home with 1ts
cries and its hunger, the child that will know why 1t
may not have more, and will never acocept a plaiu re-
fusal, and is cross because it cannot fiua ail 16 wants,
and is furious because this or that gate is not to be
opened to it. We ail konow that cuild. We dishke
it extremely, and we draw gloomy torebodings of
~ what its after career will be. Is that a temper
" which a Christian should foster who lives as a child
in the honse of his Father ? We thought that the
deepest note in his character would be faith, and
faith surely is passive, humble, unselfish, acquies-
cent. Faith wants nothing for itself. It throws its
whole self upon God, and there it leaves its case.
Its desires are chastened, its heart is resigned, its
will is surrendered. It is, above all things, content
with what it has. What has faith to do with this
urgent, strenuous, active type of life which is so
ardent to get, and which is so resolute to have and
to find, which batters so loudly against all obstruc.
tive gates, which forever asks, and sceks, and
knocks ? It bas been too often supposed that Chris-
tianity cherishes only the passive'virtues ; that by
its doctrine of faith 1t bas taken the fire and heat
out of all those energies in man that aspire ; that it
has nothing to say to those indomitable activities
which push, and thrust, and spur us on to victories
which subdue the earth, and eurich human society,
and expand thé range of knowledge and art. It 18
doubted whether the Christian type has served the
cause of progress, of citizenship, has helped man to
win his way forward in storm and stress. It is as-
sumed that the effect of faith mwust be to withdraw
the believer trom those activities, to killdown in him
the hunger, the discontent, the throb ot the irresis-
tible impetus which all work together to propel him
along the perilous path of advance. Faith puts
these concerns aside, 1t is supposed. It lapses into

mild indifference, into gentle niysticism, into the

‘atalism which fiods a sufficient excuse for every
dej lorable situation in the will of God. So it is
said, and no doubt it bas often been in fact. Bat
this Christian fatalism can on{y have come about
through the negiect of such precepts as these in my
text. Ask! seek! knock! Here are words that

sting, that stir, that goad. They suggust no mild-
eytd acquiescence 1u tuu will ot God, but a robust
violence vehemeuntly asscrted to invuke the Divine
Will, to discover what 1t keeps back, to press in
where eutry appears forbidden by God. For it is
God Himself wuowm we are told by tue text to be-
siege with our calls. Gud Hinisef whose turther
treasurey we are to persist in uuearthing and utilig-
ing. God Humnself, at whose bultud gates we are o
persist in knocking. ‘The words duvscribe the temper
which sboutd 1uspire our prayers whed we pray,
when we look tuwards the Fatber. Do nus e
satstied, our Lord teils us, with what werely
arrives aud happens. Asif that wero Gud's inten.-
tion or good will ou your behait. No, you will gever
kpow hait of what tue Divine will cau do tor you if
you passively accept vvery issue. You must attack it,
you must raise your dewauds upou 1, you musg
exercise & holy and busy curiosity about 18, you
must study 1t, and watcl, and experiment with ig,
and 1wquire how, and why, aund wuat, sud when you
must turust through into the secrets, you must push
tbrough doors, you must stand on &aud on wleu the
road 18 barred, rolusiug to go back by she way you
came. Ask! seck! kuock! if you would take the
real measure of God's will. Falih, according to the
Curisulaun 1deal, is an energy, a desire, & passion. I
works like a fire to kiudlv, like & furce to compel.
It suirs overy faculty, every capacity, every gile ot
the eutire being iuto wotion, aud this 1t 18, nud this
1t doos, by tue sheer necessity ot 1ts naiure, for 1% 18
faith in & God who 18 Aimiglhsy, 1n & Fatuer who 18
uuiversal and everlasting. lu Doliceviug in Him g
believes in His inexbaustible goodness, :.u His 1m-
measurable love. 'I'he more intenscly 1t belisves
the mqre imperative becumes the necessity that this
goodness should verify 1self, tLbat tuis love shouid
be victorious. Faith canuot endure :hat the wit-
ness to God shouid fail or siacken. It 18 convinced
that He 18 bent on esitablishing on earth a kiugdom
of righteousness. It kuows tuat the ear bath nos
heard, nor the eye secn, nor the heart conceived all
that God has propared for them that love Him. 1t
the aisclosurd of s glory is bawpered or wishbela,
faith out of its very i0yulty must protess, muss ory
out, must 2o abous to discover the why sud where-
fore, must bs impatient, uisturbed, urgent—uos tor
itself, of course | Selfish appetites have beeu quelied
and purged according to the measure of our fash.
The believer biwmselt wil be coutent to endure, o be
siraitened, aud be bidden to ask, scek aud kuock.
Faith looks away from itself aud tastcus 1isoit on
God, but for that very reason that it requires tv sce
God everywhere paramount, every Wheru recognized,
everywhere gioriied. Aud wherever 1t8 eyes l1ali on
an earth fillod with darkness and crue: Lauitatlons,
on black places of shame, and wastes oI lgnorance,
and cruelty, and misery and sin, ta1tu is hied wish
the holy flame of Pentecost. It retuses to beneve
for a moment that this, which 1t beholds with such
dismay, 18 at all what God wills. 1t 18 His wu,
indeed, in the sense that where sin goes before, jadg-
ment follows ; where men neglect vhe laWs of human
kiudness, there they find thomselves tangled in the
snare and in the pit; that where they &ck tor very
httle they get very uttle. Bat it is not His will thas
they should ask so scurvily and seek so pooriy, aud
never knock at all. It 18 not His will thas they
should expeot nothing fro:n Him, should bever look
to see a manifestatiou of God on earth, a kingdom of
holiuess and peace. If they will not hope for it,
strive for it, work for it, even His pity cauuot bring
in the good day in spite of themseives. But His
oue desire is tbat they should demand it, that they
should call upon His power and love, that they
should clamour at the gates, that they shouid send
up again and agan the passionate, importunate
prayer, ** Thy kingdom come."” Why is 1t not yet
arnived, O Lord ? Thy will be done on earth. How
long? O Lord, how long ? So it is that we come
rouud toreconciling our two texts,the one that bade us
to be always giviug, and the other that forbade us
to cease from asking. We are to be ever ** askiog,”
in order that we may be ever ‘ giving." For we
have nothing to give but that we have received.
Back we go again to the doctrine of grace. God
must give us what we give ous to our neighboar.
God hes behind all vur giving, initiating that acs by
which we go out towards our feilows. By our
drinking of the living waters of Jesus, the streams
flow out from us at which others may driuk, Drink
then, drink deeply, ot the waters of the Spint! Let
thy thirst be unquenched. Ask again, seck again.
Go back to the fountain, For this thurst is no sel-
fish oraving. It is the thirst for the kingdom, the
thirst for God. Heart and flesh cry aloud for the
living God.  Aund, therefore, they thirst for the
kingdom of God to come to all, God's love to be
made manifest everywhere. Such thirst cannot rest
in selt. It yearns over others, over all who are
parched in the arid sands, gone astray in the wil.
derness out of the way. And to them its sympathy
- flows, 1ts pity moves, ~And if it has tasted isseif of
the blessed waters, then 1t can draw upon its own
stores. It can put the eup of cold water to the lips
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