DOMINION CHURCHMAN.

Maitland and South Cayuga, to pay the w
to relieve the mission Board of the grant hitherto | been so far successful in this mission  duri
allowed them. On the 22nd. of January T left | last five years.  af both
Dunnville, proceeded to Hagersville, where I re-| were much 1 exeess of previous years. g
mained the day following. Hagersville as your|very gratifying to witness  so _gwn.t‘,‘inn interes
Lordship is aware, is for the present annexed to| taken in miscionary work in this mission.

the mission of Nanticoki, more also I found an
improved church feeling, a readiness to L‘O‘Ill})l_\" Loxpox.— When the Rev. B. Cronyn, who In
with the proposals as to their quota of the stipend |1,¢0) voars was the first Bishop of Huron, was ap-
of their missionary, viz., $400, as to their frequen- | pointed by Bishop Strachan of Toronto to the

ing easily fulfilled, T was enabled on the follow-| his mission extended. Its northern limit he was
ing day to leave for Jarvis by train : and then to | told in reply is the great Lake Huron. Ninety
walk seven miles to  Nanticoke. The roads were |, njjoq0rth from his parsonage through woods and
in such a_terrible condition, that this was ﬂw‘(tlﬂﬂ]'illgs, solitary emigrant's log cabins and In-

as no vehicles could pass over them.

I was pleased with all I seen and heard at Nan- | missionary. How changed now is that vast count-
ticoke. The Rev. G. Johnstone, the new mission- | ;v!  Towns and comfortable farm houses dot the
ary seems an able pious man, and a hard worker. | great expanse.
013’ the 24th, at 3 }Sm. I attended service in the| :olitm'_\’ p'lnces. the busy hum of industry is heard
church, where a fair attendance of the parishoners | on every side, the well cultivated fields of the
greeted us. I had an opportunity of expressing| farmer have taken the place of the wigwam and
a kind welcome, on behalf of your Lordship and | the camping ground, and the traveller sees at -
the church of your diocese, to Mr. Johnston which | tervals the little church of the hamlet, the most
that clergyman very earnestly and truly acknowl-| ynmistakable sign of civilization. It may how-
edged. The members there seem very much at- | ever be said here now as of old, the fields are white
tached to Mr. and Mrs. Johnston. Since my return | unto the harvest but the labourers are few. 1In
I have received a letter, stating that there was 10 ' some instances a missionary has in his cowrse a large

] difficulty in obtaining the quota of the st-2ipeml ‘g tract of country with perhaps five or six churches
their missionary that I asked for, viz., $250. and|to minister to. In some parts of the country
when I notified them that the Mission Board had| gome even that have been settled for years
been compelled to 1educe their grant to the miss- | ot a few, one clergyman has as hisparish a whole
ionary to the extent of $100 a year, I wasin- township, and this within a few miles of the dio-
formed in a second letter, that they had commenced | cegan city. We hope however for better things.
with every prospect of success, to raise the ad-| The church despite the many obstacles that beset
ditional $100 so that their worthy imissionary| her path, is making considerable progress. She
should not suffer the reduction. Your Lordship | has some faithful members, and with her is the
will be much pleased to hear that Mr. Johnstone promise that can never fail, if to herself she be but
and family are now occupying the new commo- | e, New churches are seen arising in every re-
dious parsonage of brick, built during the incum-| mote place, whenever the railway opens up a new
bency of the Rev. W. P. Smith, but not quite, country for colonists, then_hew towns and hamlets
completed when he left in October last. I shall| spring up along its line, and there a congregation
onlg add that my recent visits as anl. Dea_n ; gather together and another new church is built:
to Dunnville and the other places named 1 this | A new church is to be built this year in Blyth one
report, have afforded me a great deal of happiness ' of those new villages along the new Railway line
which I am sure your Lordship and the Mission iy Huron Co. It will it is estimated cost $2,500,
Boa.ad WilIlJ 1i1(‘19g§5§ feel “'llenf):(t‘;lfl'fffel"e it. I am, : of this the sum of $1,600, has already been sub-

. my dear Lord Bishop, very faithfully yours, | soribed.
¥ Geo. A. BULL,p Rural Dean. I
Barton Parsonage, Feb., 9th, 1878.

St. Georaes BeLmont.—The three churches of
Belmont, Harrietsville and Dorchester Station
united to form one parish, a territory large
enough certainly for one clergvman to minister to,
comprising North Dorchester Township. The ad-
joining township, West Missouri, also having three
churches, forms another parish. On Wednesday
evening, the 18th inst., there was in the Majonic
Hall, in Harrietsville, in aid of the funds of St.
Georges Church a lecture by Rev. J. Gemley
of St. Pauls London, on his visit to Europe. The
lecturer told in eloquent and graphiec language of
his voyage across the Atlantic, and incidents of
his travels in England Ireland and Scotland and
France. Tn connection with the lecture there was
a concert also in the Hall, giving a double treat
to the audience. The concert was by the choir of
Christs Church London, under the direction of the
organist Mr. Ellis, the singing was appreciated
' no less than the lecture, and every song was re-
warded with the plandits of the large audience.
Many of them had availed themselves of the op-
portunity, coming from long distances by Canada’s
pleasantest mode of travel sleighing by the moon-
light. Votes of thanks were given to the Rev.
lecturer, to Rev. Mr. Smith of Christ Church, to
the chairman, R. Tooley, M. P. P., and to the
choir.

HURON. -

(From our OwN CORRESPONDENT.)

. Frorence anxp AvesriM.—On Sunday the 3rd
instant the Ven. Archdeacon Sandys, D D.,
~ preached in the morning in St. Matthews church,
and in the afternoon in St. Johns church, to large
and atientive congregations. On the following
evening the annual, missionary meeting was held
in St. Matthews church, Florence, some of the
members of the deputation were prevented from
attending. =Tt was much regretted that the Arch-
deacon could not remain in consequence of the
bad state of the roads and was reluctantly obliged
to return home previous tothe meeting. However
the Rev. Mr. Cooper, Rural Dean, from the county
of Bruce made his appeavance and delivered a
long and highly interesting address on mission
work in general but more. particulary including
the necessity of supporting the mission work of
this diocese. The Rev. W, Brethour also addressed
the meeting referring particularly to the early
struggles of the church in the diocese of Montreal
where he had so long and successfully laboured
‘amonyg the early settlers of that part of Canada.

On the 5th Tuesday evening, the missionary
meeting was held at Augrim, St. John’s church
where & large and respectable congregation as-
sembled to hear a good word on behalf of mission-
ary work. Again the Rev. Mr. Cooper gave a
very powerful address on the good work of the

@orrespondence,
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NoTior.—We must remind our correspondents that all
letters containing direct personal allusions, and especially those

) |
hole | sustaining the church as now established amongst | ally, there

: P W. Smith. | them. on the voluntary principle, and which had | valuable ; - S
amount of the stipend of the Rev. P. W. Smith, | e ing the lare not likely to realize expectations.

ey of Sunday Divine services. My duty here be-| ... -1 hdon Township, he asked how far

only way I could possibly keep my engagements, | g;y), hunting grounds, stretched in the almost
| unbroken wilderness the parish of the pioneer

Railroads have penetrated the'

‘Feb. 21, 1878,

but which, when accepted as a w]!ulo_
B(‘inro,

. | . S sed N \ e e D .' %) ]
The collections at both meetings | however, experiment be t,nul' on the l] atient, it
It is may perhaps be well to enquire into the nature

and extent of the disease—to ascertain whether
the trouble be transient and, perchance, even now
passing away, or whether it beof a graver chm'n,c'tfar,
| requiring instant and extreme treatment. The
widely differing views of your correspondents \\:nnld
|seem to justify this caution, as no two of the
| doctors agree either as to the disease or the treat.

| ment. '
The disease.—The actual state of the case is
The Mission Fund has, for a year or two,
| been at a stand-still. Tt has not been increasing,
‘It is moreover in debt to the extent of nearly
| $2,000. This debt has been taken to imlicut_u.a
ifalling off of interest in the work,—as a proof, in
| short, that something being wrong, a remedy
was required. _
| To a dispassionate looker on the very opposite
| comclusion rvecommends itself. Our people have
been passing throughea erisis of unprecedented
| severity. Every department of labor has been
scripl)]v.d, business at a stand, labor almost unpro-
| curable, money beyond reach, save at ruinous
| cost.  That under such circmnstmwgs a charit/
| able’ fund, which in 1875, realized '$7,292.27, and
| which in 1876 amounted to $7,970.20, should
| (in 1877-8) have fallen off, not 25 or 80 per cent.,
| but only £299, would argue not a lessening, but «
| strong increase of interest in the work. During the
|last two years a very large number of our sub-
seribers and givers have been so straitened in their
circumstances that, save by indulgence of credit,
they could hardly support themselves. Neverthe-
less they certified their loyalty to the cause by a
contribution only a trifle ($299) below the level
of our most properous year. It is further to be
remembered that several of our deputations of last
year were very unfortunate in the weather and
roads at the time they visited their respective sec-
tions. It may,therefore, fairly be doubted whether
fthe actual state of affairs justified the statements
put forth in your columns ; or whether it be ad-
visable to submit the case to the tender mercies of
practitioners whose judgment fails in those very
points on which alone action should be taken.

| this :

The fund, it i1s true, is $2,000 in debt! But
when and how, was it contracted ? Not lately, of
a certainity, or through mismanagement. The

debt is of years standing. It was contracted to
meet liabilities in the mission field when, as yet,
our system was not in full play. It was con-
tracted at a time when every reasonable probabi-
lity existed of its being paid off without difficulty
—contracted, even then, by an over anxious, yet
laudable desire to meet with supply, the demand
for assistance which assailed the Board from
every quarter. A few years of average prosperity
in the country would have put the Board in a pos-
ition to liquidate this indebtedness. 'flie data of
the previous years certify this: Unhappily, the
‘““ hard times "’ set in—and the debt remains. I
could not be otherwise. Every monetary institu-
tion in the province has had its share in this ex-
perience. Alarmists would resort, at once, to ex-
treme measures. Their cry is for change ‘ root
and branch—new expedients, new men. But
churchmen, we arc sure{ will pause ere they yield
themselves to the counsel of experimenters. ';hey
will weigh well the pros and cons before they re-
volutionize a system which for years has worked
reasonably well. That our system is perfect no
one ventures to assume. It was started on the
prineiple “solvitur ambulando.” But change
should ever be cautiously entered upon. Bome

needed now; but every detail should be eare-'
fully considered, its probable influence rigidly cal-
culated, before it be allowed to supersede existing'
rule. We must thoroughly understand what we
are dealing with before we can hopefully devise or

conminin.f attacks on Diocesan Committees, must be accom-
panied with the names of the writers, expressly for the purpose

church throughout the world, winding up with )
: of publication.

the exertions of the church in this diocese on|
behalf of missionary enterprise. Also the In-|
cumbent gave in detail many interesting facts as |

; to what had been done by the 8. P. (*,, in Canada
towards establishing and strengthenivg the chureh
. and pressed on the attention of the meeting the
18 necessity of self-reliance in supporting and

|
ONTARIO MISSION FUND. |
My Dear 8ir :—Several plaus for the reform of
our Mission system have been suggested, each of
which stands forth as the needed panacea for our
ills. And in these plans, as in panaceas gener-

apply remedies.

(2.) The treatment.—The changes recommend:
ed affect : 1st, the mode of increasing the revenue :
2nd, the appointment and payment of missionar
1es. As to the former,  the mode of increasing
the revenue,” the correspondent who helps us the
leust, (who, in fact, merely asserts that if you can
command the effect, the effect’will sufficiently in-
dicate its cause), is the gentleman who promised us

are clements which, taken singly, are

measure of change in our organization may be
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