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eir savor through a life time. Hence it must
be clear to every parent that be cannot be too
careful in the choice of books; meaning not
merely such as are given to his children as their
own, but such slso as form a part of the
family stock.

_As to novels, says Henry Rogers: Read
any novel Hebrew fashion, that is backward, go
at once to the end of the third volume—and
marry off the heroine, or diown them,or hang
the one, and oreak the heart of the other, as
may be most meet to you snd the writer. If af-
ter having thus secured your catastropbe, you
capnot find heart to ¢plod your weary way’
thiough the intervening desert of words, de-
pend upon it you will lose potbing by throwing
the book aside at once. And further you may
take this'also for a rule; if you do not feel, as
you read on, that what you read is worth read-
ing for its own sake, that you could read it over
with pleasure, be aure the book is not worth six-
pence.”

Arobincial Tlleslepan,
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“ The Prodigal Son.”

On this beart-thrilling gospel theme, Mr.
Punshon bas given to the public, in s small
volume, a series of discourses, preached in the
ordipary course of his ministry. At the request
of many who listened to them, they were com-
mitted for publication on the eve of the depar-
ture of the eloguent preacher from Eogland.
with the prayer * that the Divine Spirit, who
" honoured the preaching of these Sermons, may
make the printing of them yet more powerful
for good.” The * home pictures and appeals ”
they present, aflord choice specimens of pulpit
eloquence ; the points so well put, and the de-
lineations_so natural and touching, so true to
life, as to stir the deepest sympathies of the
beart,

The four discourses discuss the several perts
of the subject :—* Sin and its consequences,”
“ A mind’s traosition,” * The joy of return,”
and * The dissentient to the common joy.”

The volume has slready been republished at

the Canadian Methodist Book Room, by the | den; his defiance and his depression, the steel-

New York Methodist Publishing House, and by
Roberts, Brothers, Boston. In this last, an in-
troduction is given by Rev. Gilbert Haven, who
thus speaks of Mr. Punshon’s oratory : —
« Wiliiam Morley Punshon is, with possibly
a single exception, the most popular preacher,
and, with no exception, the most popular, lec-
turer in Great Britain. His chief forte lies in
his style of expression, and force of utterance.
His mode of flanking & foe by a quiet stroke of
back-handed satire, cool and complete, is purely
of British fashion. His finished periods drop
from his lips hot, rapid, rounded, full. He adds
to this hard finish of style that good Koglish
ministerial quality, aptness of scriptursl lan-
guage. In his discourses the best lines of God
*  are more perfectly wrought into the best lines of
God are more perfectly wrought into the best
lines of man. They are apples of gold in pic-
tures of silver.”
We give an extract from Mr. Punshon’s de-
scription of the joy of the predigal’s return :—
Now let us leave the prodigsl a while ; or ra-
ther, let us precede him on his journey; you
bave been too long detained, perbape, on the
melancholy sight of ruin. The same license of
" thought which showed us the anatomy ef the
ruined man's heart will privilege us equally, and
make us free of the house of his father. As we
gaze upon the ample board, and fruitful acres,
the purple vine climbing up the trellis, tke low-
ing herd folded in the stalls, golden sheaves in
the barn, sunny faces round the hearth; thrift
hoarding for generosity, order ministering to
comfort, a common interest, and & mutual love,
we do not wonderat those glorious tints which
the sharpened fmq‘x- prodigal drew. Itis
a sweet spot, surely, “If there be an elysium
on earth it is this,” with its days of happy toil
and its nights of earned repose. 'lhere are
meany such homes om sarth, brethren, where
there seems sodittle of the palpable curse, and
so much of the lingering blessing, that we are
fain sometimes to cling to them too closely, snd
our hearts would build their tabernacles on these
Tabors or Hermons ot their love. But who may
say that any of them is happy ? that there is any
house without an apparition on its landiog ?
that there are not secret griefs which gnaw the
heart of wealth, and blanch the cheek of beauty};
anxieties kept barred in each spirit; where the
world may not intrude, and where even friends
adventure not, but which are sapping the com-
fort and shortening the days? Take the case
before us. Sure there can be no interruption to
the bappiness here. Competence, consideration,
faithful servants, a well-regulated household, a
dutiful son, all that the eye can covet or the
heart can wish—is there a skelston in this
house too? s there here some restless mem-
ory, interred 'in the grave of the long ago,
but which will walk the earth notwithstanding ?
Ab! why those anxious glances when wind makes
the cediirs groan, and sgainst the lattice beats the
frightened rain ? why that sudden shade, fitful,
pensive, almost moody, which gathers so often
upon the lord of the mansion’s brow P why that
gaze across the stretching fields when the brief
twilight sombers up the sky? Oh, thereis a
name banished from the lips, but not blotted
from the hearts, of that household; they
are all thrilled full often es by one sad im-
pulse, and each can tell the thought that
is present in the mind of the otber; it is of that
absent son and brother, who bas forfeited =his
place in the circle, who has disgraced the family
name, and “ broken the crown of her pride,” but
for whom in the ear of heaven countless prayers
are breathed, and over whom in the watching
night the big tears thickly fall. Day after day,
7 in that father's kindly heart, the memory of
wrong dies out, and the memory of the early
» promise and “ the winsome look of grace” alone
remains. Day after day the tide of love flows
stronger and faster toward the erring one, and
#%the dream of his return is cherished, until it be-
comes a babit to strain-the eyes for his coming ;
and because the hush of the eventide is not bro-
ken by his remembered footstep, the father's
heart is pained, and he gatbers himself to bis
slumbers with a sigh. If that prodigal, whom
we left bebind us, did but know all this; if the
yearnings of parental affection, aud the willing-
ness of parental pardon, were but as clear to bim
as they are to us, waat a change would come
upon the aspect of his thought and feeling !—
bow it would put wings into his feet, and light
_up the haggard countenance, e0 downcast now
and sad! My hearers, it is for you these pic-
tures are drawn, not that you may simply gaze
.n in a gallery, but that you may be profoundly
impressed with the lessons which they are pain-
ted to teach. God, the eternal Jehovah, is the
Father who thus yearns over the salvation of you,
His sinning children, In Himself, of course,He is
essentially and eternally hsppy, and, as an in-
fiivisible 8pirit, has no body, parts, nor passions ;
in 8o far, therefore, the parallel fails ; but in con-
descension to your infirmity He has presented

Himself as clothed with sli the the sensibilities
of the human father, liable to be grieved by your
l.polt.uy. to be angered by your obstinate unbe-
: he!,. and to long after your recovery with intense
dcqn. Bo sacred is that immortal image of

Himeelf within you, that grand power of choice

which constitutes your moral freedom, that with

that He will not interfere; but, short of any

compulsion which involves a necessity of obedi-

ence, so infinite 18 His willingness to save you?
that He will ply you with many arguments, per-

susde you by powerful motives, surround you

with » bedge of circumstance, woo your heart in

whispers to His service, arouse your fears by

startling providences, excite your hopes by loads

of daily mercies, and endeavor, by all possible

means of sppeal which possess with you either

tenderness or power, to silure you home.

« But when he was yet a great way off, hie

father saw bim, snd had compassion, and

ran, and fell on his neck snd kiszed him.” He

did not wait until the prodigal bad knocked at

the door, and been subjected to toe servants,

wonder ; he did not wait for the low grostration,
and for the abject and servile sorrow ; there was
no standing upon s sort of etiquette of morals,
no drawing of the cloak of dignity round until
every punctilious requirement of orthodox peni-

tence had been fulfilied, snd then relaxing to
grant the seif-abased request, and to speak cold
words of pardon. All this would have been just,
inflexibly just ; and the prodigsl wko had been
thus treated would bave had no cause of com-
plaint, but ratber much ground of thankfuloess.
We must take care that we are not spoiled by
God’s mercy, and tempted by his unparalleled

compassion to think lightly snd superfloially of
sin. Sin is a foul evil, and * when it is finished
it bringeth forth death.” Just as there ensues
spontaneous combustion from the decomposition
of certain vegetable substances, so the very foul-
ness of sin bursteth, ss by natural sequecce, in-
to fire. But the very sense we bave of the enor-
mous impiety of sin will only enchance our esti-
mate of the bounlllessness of grace in its forgive-
ness.

As in all other illustrations by which things
divine are intended to be made known to us,
the analogy halts for want of compass and
power. To urderstand aright the early moving
of God towards the sinner, we must remember
His omniscience, an attribute which of course
is wantingin the human fatber. The Divine eye
can track the prodigsl through every brake and
scaur of the far country into which he has wan-
dered ; no debauchery ofhis excess of riot is hid-

ing and the softening of his'soul, are alike open
to the glances from which nothing is concealed.
He knows, O sinner, that secret deed of dark-
pess, covered up so carefully from humen sight,
that habit of impurity or fraud, that stern and
haughty resistance to bis will, which thy soul
has indulged through so many rebellious years.
He knows, O penitent, thy soul’s first yearnings
after Him, thy struggles agsinst the corruption
which yet mastered thee, thy brave upapringing
with a new purpose of right, even after mortify-
ing failure, thy secret loathing of thy sin, the
uneasy clanking of the chain which thou hadst
yet no key to open and no strength to snap in
sunder. The Father sees thee, though thou art
yet a long way off. His compassion goes out
to meet thee from the first moment wher thy
bomeward march begins ; thy prayers and thine
alms come up before Him, like those of Corne-
lius, ¢ for a memorial,” though not for a merit ;
in token of thy sincerity, though not in pur-
chase of thy pardon. Ob, what unspeskable
comfort couches in this thought for every con-
trite heart! Thy pilgrimege need not be with
bleeding feet and long endurance to a far-off

it; in Christ it is ready for your faith. The
atonement has purchased not only del iverance
but adoption for the world ; and you, the vilest
ard the farthest prodigal, may. lift your eyer,
red with the contrite tears, aud call God Father
by thg Holy Ghost. The love ot God to man
is pever displayed more illustriously tban in his
reception of the returming sioner. Take tbe
tenderest-hearted father that you know, ore of
thoss who are weakly indulgent to a degree
incompatible with the proper maintenance of
authority, snd ask yourselves what his reception
would be of a child who bad outraged his ten-
derness, wasted his property, and brought dis-
grace and scandal upon a name which a long
ancestry of integrity had honoured. Alas!such
are the strange contradictions of the nature we
inherit, that the most blindly indulgent would
become the most bitterly implacable, and even
in the case of the most forgiving, there would
be a struggle with pride, ard a distant waiting
for the full tale of confession, and a reserve,
and a hesitancy, and a long probation before
full re-installment into former privilege ; and
even them, a lurking suspicion and a jealous
watchfulness, and now acd then the sharp ar-
rows of a keen upbraiding, which would show
that the lip's forgiveress of the sinner is far
easier than the beart’s cblivion of the sin. But
not so does God measure his graciousness to-
wards the penitents whom, for Jesus’ sake, He
accepts and welcomes to his favour. Not the
stern silence, but the warm embrace ; not the
abhorrent recoil from pollution, but the large
charity which at once exalts the abased, and
clothes and cleanses the vile ; not the ear strain-
ed for the listening to the confession ; but the
kiss which heals the*wound and stops the words ;
not the yoke of servitude, but the ring of affec-
tion ; not the measured tones and solemn cau-
tions of a judicial acquittal, but the festal feast
and the diffusive gladmess, as when an beir of
broad lands is born. Surely this is unexampled
grace, and yet this is the golden sceptre which
is stretched out by the monarch to you. A ser-
vant! No, but a robe, and shoes,and a ring—and
these are not the appsrel of slaves ; they have
serge for garment,and a badge for decoration,
and tread with nsked feet—but a robe, and
shoes, and a ring for the returning prodigal ;
aod thus the Father owns the son.

Ontario Correspondence.
Ontario, July 23, 1868,
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan—

My DEarR Sik,—Allow your Oatario cor-
respondent to congratulate you, on your being
continued in your Editorial sancium. I read
with much interest, your reports of Conference
proceedings, but, did not see any account of the
state of the finadces of the Pr ial Wesleyan.
Hope your journal continues to live above the
water, and will be able not only to hold its own,
but, even increase in the amount of its income.
It is hard work to make religious journals pay,
commercially, but, the amount of good done by
them is incalculable. What would any of the
churches be without their respective journals !

Since the Canada Conference, we have had
such a season of hot weather, as that singular
personage, the ' oldest inbabitant does not re-
member to have witnessed. The Mercury was
ever and anon, more than 100° and seldom,
indeed, never below 90 © so that the heat was
intense, To study, seemed to be out of the
question ; if you made the attempt, sleep

shrine, a shrine at which the idol abides sense-
lessly, with nor heart to feel, nor strength to
succor. The word of grace is nigh thee, even
in thy heart and in thy mouth. Bwift as the
hart upon the mountsins runs the Father’s love
to meet and welcome thee. Thou hast been
long expected ; the home has hardly seemed
complete without the erring but unforgotten
child. Bruised and hungering as thou art,
start thee on the journey ; thou shalt not tra-
vel all the way alone; the first part of thy
travel may be with sorrowful heart and burden-
ed back, but hie to the cross of Jesus. So sure
a8 God’s word is true, He will meet thee there,
and thy burden shall fall from thy shoulders,
and the sadness from thy beart, and thou shalt
bound along thy joyous pilgrimage a light-heart-
ed, b forgiven, sinner.

Your impression of God's loving kindness
will be deepened—and that is surely the inten-
tion of this pearl of parables—if you pass from
the haste with,which the prodigal was met to con-
sider the welcome;with which the prodigal was
greeted. We last saw bim wending his way to hs
tather, agitated with a thousand apprehensions,
but brave in the doing of what be bad recently
discovered to be right. He bhad not only thought
upon return, but be bad let purpose ripen into
deed. There multitudes who think upon repen-
ance and faith as duties to be some time per-
formed, but who dream sbout them through
the kindly summer time, and then, when
the winter comes are in the far country, ragged
and famine-stricken still ; but in the case before
us, the action waited promptly on the will. He
not only came to himself, but he came to his
father. And now they have met—the yearning
father and his humbled child. The father saw
him first, for his love looked out and his com-
passion ran ; the son came slowly,with downcast
eyes, that dreaded the first glimpse of the home
which they yet longed unutterably to see, If
he sighted the rumning’figure in the distance

and saw as it came near that the form was the
venerable one of his father ; still more, if bis
tumult of emotion allowed bim, with a strange
thrill of hope, to note the outstretched arms and
kindling eye, how must his heart have palpita-
ted with the rushing blood, and the wave of his
penitence swelled into a swifter tide! But,
perbaps, he knew not of this ; perhaps, over-
whelmed with the feelings or oppressed by the
fears which mastered him, he saddened on
unheeding, until be was roused from his stupor
of sorrow by the clasp of his father’s arms,
Oh, the delight of that first moment of covscious
favor! Think of all the raptures of deliverance
first realized after imminent peril—the drown-
ing, when the strong swimmer grasps him ; the
fire-girdled, when from the topmost window the
fireman receives the fainting on his safe but
slender ladder; ‘the slave, when from the lash,
and the swamp, and the branding iron, he leaps
on to the frontiers of freedom ; the child, when
the agonized mother presses him to her bosom
unbarmed from the eagle’s talons—what are
they all to the first gush of rapturous glad-
ness which thrills in the moment of recon-
ciliation, through the breast of the iorgiven
sinner 7 The transition is so marvellous, so
startling, that it is all too deep tor language.
Condemned before ! now leoking into eyes that
glisten with tenderness, and lips that quiver
with pardoms. Polluted before ! now sensible
of an iomer cleansing. Aimless ard without a
hope before ! now furnished, so to speak, with
the principal of a new existence, and strong to
work it out with a will. Orphaned in the vast
universe before ! now conscious of encircling
arms and of a living Father. Have you felt it ?
The rare blessedness, the indefinable thrill, al-
most startling you, uatil, by lapse of time, it
became familiar happiness, and you were taught
of God to call it by its proper name,

“ That—1I a child of th and hell—
1 should be called a child of God.”

Ob, if you have not, God waits to confer

would oome to your rescue, from which you
would soon be aroused, by an srmy of black
flies, while at night, the mosquitoes would keep
up a perpetual buzz, or else,infuse their fangs

into some part of your body, and produce the

most biting sensation, so that there was no rest
for you either by night or by day. I bave been
18 years a resident in Ontario and Quebec,
and such heat I never felt before.

The daily papers from every part of the Pro-
vinces contain shocking accounts of death aris-
ing from sunstroke. In some instances business
was suspended. Hundreds have died both in
the United States and in Canada. Farmers
bave died in the fields, mechanics in their shops,
and private persons in their houses, while vast
numbers have fallen dead in the streets, so
many deaths have never occurred in Montreal,
except during the season of Asiatic cholera.

It has been remarked, by some medical gen-
tlemen, that with the exception of sudden death
from sunstroke, they have seldom known a more
healthy season at this time of the year. Per-
sons should be very careful respecting their diet,
and especially refrain from intoxicating drinks,
as the use of liquors greatly predisposes to sun-
stroke, so it is said on good authority,

We have bad the usual number of accidents
and deaths by drowning, which are so common
at this season of the year. Fires in the woods
have also been. numerous, filling the air with
a constant hazy appearance. The city of To-
ronto has been visited with a tremendous catas-
trophe occasioned by the devouring element.
Some valuable buildings have been destroyed,
and many poor people have been left houseless,
It is thought that $50,000 or $60,000 will not
cover the entire loss. And all this, it is thought,
was brought about, by some children playing
with some lucifer matches, near a stable. No
human beings were killed, but some valuable
horses were destroyed by the flames,

We have had many rumours of Fenian inva-
sion, but so far, the miscreants have kept away.
Some are of opinion, that certain parties were
interested in getting up an excitement, hence
the rumours, but, we are thankful, that the tor-
mentors have kept away,and we pray that the
whole thing may soon be played out, One of
our papers contained a good thing a day or two
ago. It said, that the United States Govern-
ment should forbid the enlistment into the Fe-
nian army, and the Dominion Government should
forbid all Canadians enlisting into the Papal
army. We should like to know what the Gev-
ernment organs will say to this, Surely, if the
one is reprehensible, the other cannot be defen-
sible.

While I am writing you this letter, the Hon.
W. P. Howland, C. B,, is being inaugurated
to the office of Lieutenant Governor of Qntario.
There has been a great hue and cry against the
appointment. Some have said hard things re-
specting his Excellency, and have denounced
him as a traitor from his political party. Be
this as it may, he has now obtained the highest
post-which can be awarded by the Canada Gov-
ernment. We hope, he will be a pattern to all
around him, and set an example of virtue, such
as will discountenance balls, races, and every-
thing else, whichdemoralizes mankind. At the
present day, we need men of integrity and vir.
tue to fill the high places of the land.

The farming community are everywhere very
busy reaping an abundant harvest. Help is so
scarce, that a man is not to be found, while as
a matter of course, wages are very high. But
for the reapers and other machines, which the
farmers in Ontalio use extensively, we do not
see, how the crops would this year be reaped.
Hay, barley and wheat, appear to be far more
than an average crop ; but, there is a great want
of rain among the root crops, such as potatoes,
&c, We are glad that the Father of mercies
has seen good to favour the country this year.

as many of our agriculturalists werein a very

bad state. If we could receive a litile nin,'
great good wou'd follow. In many pulpits h,t
Sabbath, prayers were offered for rain, but, it
bas not yet come.

Excursions, pic nics, &c., of all descriptions
bave been very numercus this season. Sach

scenes of joyous excitewent are very pleasing |
for the time, but, they bave now become so nu- |
merous, that we do not see, how in the nature |
of things, they can be otberwise than demoral- |
izing, while to several ofgour acquaintance, they E
must be a source of great expense as conduct-|
ed in this part of Canada, we regard them, with i
some few exceptions, as unmitigated evils. The |
bar on the boat is kept open, and we have been
told, that at some excursions more liquor is con"

sumed, in a single day, than will be consumed
in a whole week of ordinary trips. Our tem-

perance friends, should, we think cease their ex-
cursions, when they cannot be beld without
encouraging drunkenness.

In respect to Methodist news, we bhave not
much to communicate. . Two brethren, Rev. A

Rauss, and T. Derrick, have sailed for the Brit.

ish Columbian Mission field. The formeris in-

tended to supply the place of your old friend,

the venerable Dr. Evans, and the latter goes to
Carriboo, to preach to the miners, of whom

there are some hundreds, for whom, no one has

seemed to care. These bonored brethren, have

earned a good reputation in the churches in
Canada, and our prayer is that the God of their
fathers may prosper them, and make them
abundantly useful. You will be glad to hear
that a distinquished layman in British Colum-

bis, —— Cunningham, Esq , bas offered to give
$500 towards the support of a Missionary in
Cariboo, should one be sent, so that you see, this
increase of missionaries in that distant land, will
not be a heavy burden on the funds. We hope
soon to hear from our indefatigable Missionary
Secretary, who will be sending out the Annual
Report, from which we hope to hear the gratify-
ing intelligence, that the income * is larger than
any previous year.” So mote it be.

You will sec by the Christiann Guardian,” thag
our very successful and laborious Book Stew-
ard has brought out a nice little volume, ** The
Prodigal son,” being sermons by the President
of the Conferences of Canada and Kastern
America. We bave not had the pleasure of
seeing the little book yet, but, we all know what
to expect. It wlll sell, indeed, * the first edition
is mearly sold, and a second will soon have to bo
published.”

Avother book, 3/12 mo. volume has just been
published. The autobiography of Dr. Freshman:
our German Missionary. The Dr. you may
know, was converted from Judaism to Christi-
anity about ten years ago, through the instru-
mentality of the Rev. James Elliott, the Ex-
President of the Canada Conference, then sta-
tioned in the city of Quebec, since which time,
be has been a Missionary among the Germans
in different parts of Ontario. The story of his
life is told with artless simplicity ; the account
of his conversion clear and satisfactory, and the
various reverses and disappointments, together
with the successes which he has experienced, are
all related in such a manner, as to win your ad-
miration, and cause you to read the book from
beginning to end. There is & life-like portrait
at the commencement of the volume which adds
not a little to the value of the book. It is wor-
thy of a place in every Sabbath school library,
would be an ornament to every drawing room
table, and as it is very respectably got up. We
hope the Doctor will have a good sale for his
book, and that it will repay him ; but, how few
Methodist authors get rich ?

We are giad that you were all pleased with
Dr. Nelles, the travelling companion of the Pres-
ident, but, we did not see any notice of an ap-
pointment to our next Conference, which will
be a huge affair, as our friends in the metropo-
lis of Ontario, have actually invited 300 Minis-
ters, besides the officers of Conference, and the
young men to be ordained.

ON TARIO,

A Revival.

As we we were coming home from Confer-
ence, one of the Brethren said, * Brother, we
are going to have a glorious revival this year.
Bless the Lord I feel like it. He is going to
pour out His Spirit upon us.” We said “ Amen,
and Amen ! And agsin we say Amen, and
Amen! Let the preachers, and exhorters and
teachers, and leaders and stewards, say Amen !
Let united and earnest prayer ascend to God
from every pulpit, every prayer-meeting, every
family sltar and every closet for the revival of
His Work and .the upbuilding of His Church.
Let our souls b&“in sn agony of srgument aad
entreaty until He pour out His Spirit upon us.
The history of the Church through all time sarely
teaches us that there is no revival unless the fire
come down from Heaven. And the fire comes
down, the Holy Ghost is sent in answer to
prayer. We ought by this time te realize our
dependence upon God, our utter insufficiency
without Him. By this time we ought to feel the
weigbt of the words of the Lord Jesus, “ With-
out me, ye can do nothing.” Whom can we
awaken ? Whom can we convert ? Whom can
we sanctify P How can we infuse life into a
dead world ? " How we breathe upon tte
dry bones, that they may live and come together
an exceeding great army P How can we, proce
to worldliness and sin stem the torrent that is
sweeping men from the very gates of Heaven
and drifting them far out, lost and bopeless, cn
the dark and dreadful sea of eternal woe P
Truly, here the power of the Omnipotent ‘s
requred. O Lord ! breathe upen us thy Spi-
rit. Infuse life and strength, and qualify us
for the work committed to our hands.

But while we pray to God, we appeal to the
Church. We lift up our voice like a trumpet,
and ery, * Men and Brethren, help !” Augus-
tine used to be forever saying, * God worketh
in you to will and to do of bis own good plea-
sure.” Pelaglus used to answer him, “ Work
out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”
But the Apostle Paul, under the direction of the
Spirit of God, had them together, “ Work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling, God
working in you to will and to do of His ewn
good pléasure.” This is the true philosophy of
religion, not only in personal growth in grace,
but in the subjugation of the World to the Crose.
God has ever reigned above, and has ever been
ready to aid man in his struggles after virtue and
piety, yet nations bave sunk in idolatry and bar-
barism. God was reigning when the Jews were
spostatizing. God is reigoing while backsliders
are whirling off to bell. God is reigning ever
in a most gracious economy, and the execution
of the wisest, kindest and most effective reme-
dial scheme, wbile crowds of intelligent men in
Christian lands are bastening down to ruin.
How can this be ? The answer is simple. Men
have not done their part. They are not doing
it. Even the Church is not doing all its duty.
Sinners will not arise and come to God. Would
there, could there bave been all this idolatry and
barbariem and wickedness if men had done their
part P Could there have been, could there be
all this apostatizing, and backsliding, and re-
bellion, if men had done their part to keep the
moral world in its place, kindly moving in the
grand orbit of obedience about the eternal
Throne P Certainly not. To say otherwise

B B~ mm—

would be to say that Crestion and Redemption
are & failure, God in his defective ecovomy is
the sutbor of sin, and Heaven, an eternal abode
of purity sad felicity, is s impossibility. But
we are pot prepared for sll this, We bave o

‘non rational solution of the grest problem of

evil in the faithlessness and error of man. We

lieve, in the present constitution of things,
man has s work to do as well as God. We be-
lieve that in the appointments and enterprises of
the Church, man must do his part, else Zion
canoot have prosperity. Do we wanta revival ?
Whatever may be said of other Churches, there
is nothing the Methodist Cburch in Canada needs
more than s revival of pure and undefiled reli-
gion. What sre we wishing for P Numerical
strength ? A revival will give it. Cburch loy-
alty and attschment ? A revival will give it.
Toere is no uniting power like the love
of Christ and the bretbren. Fioanocial in-
crease and vigor? A revival will give it
There is no liberalizer like the religion of the
Cross. A power to show forth the excellency of
the Gospel in our life, and to go forth to the
conquest of the World ? A revival will give it.
It is itself 8 power from or high. Oh, that we
enjoyed it more and more in our hearts ! Asa
Charch, then, a revival of religion, a deep, tho-
rough, and wide-spread revival is the first of our
wants ; we might always say, the sum of all our
wants. We must do our part, if we obtain it.
We must cooperate with God in the scheme of
grace. The telegraph operator, the raiiway en-
gineer, the mill owner, in a sense cc 0 erste with
God in the direction of the forces of Nature,
and hcw grand the resalt ! The former coope-
rates with God in the use of sunlight and rain,
and how grand theresult ! Bo must the preacher
of the Goepel and the Christian man everywhere
ecoperate with God in the direction of the forces
of redemption. If the railway man constructed
no track or car, if the telegraph operator put up
no line or battery, if the farmer ploughed no
ground, sowed no seed or took no care of his
feeble plants, how could we bave the fruits of
the ground, the useful products of human art,
or the splendid achievements of the science and
enterprise of man ? If we preach not the word
with faith, if we exercise not ourselves in prayer,
if we lead not a pure and consistent life, if we
soften not our hearts or open our hand with
liberality, how can we look for the advantages
and honors of the Kingdom of Heaven, or the
delightful fruits of the Spirit ? There is a work
for us, for every one of us to do. If we are to
realize the brother's expectations of a revival,
we must work, must ask God to work,and then
must let Him work, and be willing to work with
Him in His way, be instruments in His mighty
band, and ascribe to Him the Glory. Now, one
and a!l, for a renewed dedication to the Lord, o
renewed consecration for His -Work, and for
enlarged effort, and incressed hope and faith in
His Cause.—Canada Ch. Advocate.

An Excuse for Stinginess.

We fear there is too much truth in the fol-
lowing article which we clip from the, Episcopal
Methodist, of Baltimore. With many profess-
ing Christians the claims of the Church and re-
ligion sppear to be least and last. The very re-
verse of this should be the case. The editor
says :

‘ When people find it necessary to curtail
their expenses, they begin with their religious
contributions and expenses.  They then stop
their church paper. They refuse, or st least do
but little towards the saupport of missions, poor
students, orpbans, etc. They dress as richly,
furnish their tables the same, get all the politi-
oal papers, and spend for unnecessary luxuries
now as ever. This is not right. God and his
kingdom come first, not last. If ¢ charity begins
at bome,’ remember we call ourssives—God’s
children, and his churches our home.

The Jews lived under s darker dispensation
than we ; yet how much brighter their liberal-
ity! They gave the Lord the fattest and most
beautiful lamb in the flock. Soms of our peo-
ple give the dirtiest and ugliest bill in their
pockets to the church, and especially to editors.
The Jews gave the first ripe fruits of the bar-
vest to the Lord ; some of our people give the
worst and last sheaf of the harvest gleanings
The Jews gave a tenth of their income to support
the temple service; msny Christians of these
times do not give a bundredth part of theirs.—
* Oh, but we have a free Gospel,’ says one.—
Yes, but while ‘the water of life’ is free, the
men that carry it to you are not free to work
for nothing.

The fact is, there is more money in the coun-
try than seems to be. Distress retires into con-
cealment, and the cry of ‘ hard times’ is the
song of avarice to husb pleadings of religious
liberality. We sometimes go.to an auetion,
and survey the groups of men standing around,
and come to the conclusion that there are not
ten dollars in the crowd. Bat we are mistaken.
We see several hundred dollars’ worth of goods
bought and paid for on the spot.

A circus comes along, and people say—*‘ No
use to come bhere—there is mo money in the
country,’ etc. But the shrewd Yankee show-
men know better than that. The great tent is
reared, the music sounds, and the lion roars;
crowds then gather around, and greenbacks roll
out thick and fast, and the circus men besr
them off by the bushel. And there are many
professors of religion, ‘too poor to pay their
preacher,’ or take their church paper, who bave
found momey to take their whols families in ¢ to
soe the wild animals ;"—s0 we have come to the
conclusion that the difculty does mot lie so
much in the lack of money, as in the lack of dis-
position to give it.

Night Blooming Cereus.
(Cereus Grandifiorus).

No deecription can do justice to this wonder-
ful flower. It is of large nize, great beauty,
plessant perfame, and most peculiar habit. Be-
longing to the cactus family, the plant is * with-
out comeliness,” and of singular formation. It
blooms asonually, but only in the night, esch
flower commencing to open about sus down,
fully expanding by 11 o’clock and closing for-
ever at the approach of day.

The flower varies in size, from nine to twelye
inches in length, and from seven to ten inches
in diameter. The outside of the calyx is brown,
the inside a bright straw color, and when fuily
expanded, has the appearance of rays of light
emanating from a brilliant centrs. The petals
are of purest white, and of most delicate struc-

| fled with & most de'icate perfume, snd the ex-
hibition was one of exquisite besuty.

We only regretted that some of our appre-
ciative friends were not with us, to eujoy the
sight, for the pleasure of every true lover of na-

'mro is incomplete, unless shared by kindred
spirits. But our plant had stolen a warch on
! us, and would submit to no postponement. We
verily believe it would bave insisted on having
!iu own way, even if we bad been absent, not-
i withstanding all the watchful care we bad given
it
Near midnight we-left our flowers to * blush
unseen,” if not to * waste iheir sweetness on the
desert air.” When we looked in on them at
the early dawn of day, we found each drooped
and clcsed, with its calyx wound about it like
the drapery of death. Asa part of our morn-
ing devotion, we called to remembrance such
divine teachings as these : “As for a man his
days are as graes, as & flower of the field so be
flourisheth.” * He cometh forth as a flower
and is cut down.” ¢ As the flower of the grass
he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner
risen with a burning beat, but it withereth the
grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the
grace of the fashion of it perishet h.” ¢The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of our
God shall stand forever.”

What endles veriety there is in nature?
What beauty and loveliness, as well as grandeur
and sublimity? What blessed teachings?
What hallowed, purifying and ennobling influ-
ences ? What revelstions of God—His wisdom,
power and goodness P— Putts. Ad.

* Sémtnf ﬂEt_?f.]rcss.

OF OXFORD AND MR.
SPURGEON.

It would be difficult to find two people more
completely the anti-types of each other l‘bln the
Bishop of Oxford and Mr. Spurgeon. The gen-
ius of the one is eminently sickly and soft. A
courtly polished man of the world ; a graceful
ecclesiastic, we!l versed in the ways of winning
hearts; s supple pleasing intellect, which has
been-trained and coaxed up to its highest point
of culture, are all found in Dr. Wilberforce.—
He can rebuke so gently as to make his sweet
censure seem like the chastening of one who
loves ; and he can denunciate, and sneer and ri-
dicule with a vigour and ferce which make up-
per-class Christians and High Church penitents
look up to him as to a champion indeed. Who
e0 gallant or chivalrous as this episcopal defen-
der of that forlorn hope, the Irish Church; who
so full of common sense and real charity as
this p te protector of Sunday-school
chiidren ; who so playful yet so dignified as this
urbane utterer of placid witticisms—who never
ceems to forget his position in the Order of the
Garter, and that deferential devotion to the fair
is a paramount duty of every true knight, be he

elerical or lay P
Mr. Spurgeon is the reverss of all this. Bal-
four of Burley is the sort of knight he resembles
most. His genius is natural and bluff ; his bu-
mour of the rough Saxon sort, and his pathos
of the broad and beasty kind which appeals to
the people of everyday life, the people who
buy and sell, who bear their share of common
everyday burdens, who bave neither time nor
inclination to sentimentalize or to * dress up "
their thoughts, or feelings, or sorrows, but who
grieve when they grieve, and rejoice when they
rejoice with a heartiness and simplicity whieh
makes plain-spesking essential to their comfort.
« Salem Chapel,” with its back parlour discus-
sions on the minister, gives a fair and tolersbly
unexaggerated notion of the class of hearers to
whom Mr. Spurgeon appeals. But the admira-
tion and liking he inspires is to the full as wide-
spread and sincere as that paid to the Bishop of
Oxford. Eachman is n‘rovor in his own realm,
and the crown who used to press round the en-
trance to the Surrey Gardens for the chance of
touching Mr. Surgeon’s hsbd as he beld it
out of his fly on leaving, were as respectful in
taeir way ss any of the fair ritualists who bang
upon Dr, Wilberforce’s honeyed words. The
letter which is published to-day assails the Bis-
hop of Oxford’s srgument, and disputes his in-
ferences in the House of Lords. e poverty
of Dissenting ministers, ssys Mr. Spurgeon, and
with reason, is no more an argument against the
voluntary system than the distressed circum-
stances of poor curates is decisive as against
the union of Church and State.—London Ez-

1s Mr. Spurgeon more subtle or more obtuse
in the use of this retort? Can he not see that
when he boasts of what hic voluntary giant will
do, he challenges inquiry as to what that Titan
is doing already ? 'l'e reply that, if Dissenting
ministers starve, 50 sometimes do curates, is en-
tirely beside the mark ; as he maintains that the
Church is & dwarf, and that Dissent is a giant,
we have a right to expect from him some proof
that there is this enormous superiority oo his
side. But be tacitly surrenders this. His giant,
like that of Mr. Dickena’s showman, turns out
to be Jamentably weak in the knees. He can
only meke the abeurd retort, that, if Dissent has
it weak points, 8o iikewise has the Church.—
Globe.

Itis not in human nature, however, not even
in ecclesiastical human nature, to be unmoved

when a man mimics your personal peculiarities ;
and, under the circumstances, we are reslly in-

clined to think that Mr. Spurgeon has displayed

a creditable amount of good taste and good

temper in his reply. ﬁu; spart from the

mimiery, it was not pleasant for him, of all

men in the world, to be accused of under-

valuing the voluntary principle, sioce he is bim-

self one of the most starling proofs of its suc-

oess. As Louis XIV. said, “ L'Etat, ¢’est moi !”

so might Mr. Spurgeon exclasim, “ Voluntary-

jsm? Lookastme !” Compared withthe ordi-

nerv tone of religious polemics, his rejoinder is

mild sess itself. He abetaine from calling names,

he abstaius from imputing unworthy motives.

There is, however, an under-current of drollery

in it which may mske the Bishop tremble for

h's laurele. Will bis lordship join issue P or

will he rather allow judgment to go against him

b/ defauit ? The sting of his adversary’s letter

nes in the * Dr. S8amuel Wilberforce ” at the

end of it, aod the date “ Clapham.” Asit hap-

pens, the world slready associates those two

names very intimately together ; but s new and

grotesqe juxtaposition is suggested when we

remember that the son of William Wilterforce,

sittivg in the House of Lords, does not miss an

opportunity of sneering at the school with which

his father used to work. We know not whether

the contu'! will be prolonged, nor whether Mr.

Spurgeon’s sturdy cudgel or the Bishop’s fa-

vourite pastorsl staff—vide photograph—would

prove the stronger in the end. For the sake of
publie smusement, we should wish the contro-

versy to continue ; for higher and graver reasons,

we might wish that it bad never begun. The

aggressor thus far has certsinly gained nothing

by bis indiscretion, and probably the wisest
course for him would be to remain silent.—

Daily 1elegraph.

NOVA SCOTIAN DISCONTENT.

The Morning Star (July 7) complains that w

bave forced the loyal, brave, -:d hos; inbl:
people of Nova Scotia into a vmion with the
province of Canada against their will, in spite of
their opposition, and in disregard of their so-
lemn protests. As to the future, the Star has
bas great reli on the d sense of the
Nyu Boo'u-n pooglu. Parlisment bas made s
mistake in hastening the union of those great
possessions, without institutiog some inquiry in-

ture. A profusion of stamens, with their long
silken filaments and bright anthers bang grace-
fully about the style in the centre of the flower,
adding greatly to its lustrous appesrance. '
Oa Mondsy night, the 13th inst., we enjoyed
a rich exhibition of this floral wonder. Daring
the day an old plant gave promise of decorating
itself, with no less than five flowers, of the largest
size. Out of respect for its lavish efforts at
adornment, it was removed late in the afternoon,
from the hot-house to the parlor, and surrounded
by the proper light, for tbe display of its charms.
Before sun-down the calyx of each flower had
80 expsnded as to develop the beautiful petals

which gradually unfolded, till abeut 11 o’olod.
when they were fully opened. The room was

d dent of the cfficials, for it seems alm
bopeless to expect tact, judgment, and dim;’:
meat from the msjority of those to whom we
intrust colonial governments ; but the step was
honestly adopted for the purposs of benefitin
the provino'n. and if that Iropc should turn ou.t
to be fallacious the policy will be reversed.

The Standard owms that whether in
‘. . : all

pecu,'_ the rights and interests of the Nova bc”.-o-
l;‘::: bave been regarded in the details of the

ral Actisa ver{ fair question to raise, but
i‘ question not for the Imperial but the l'oc.l
dulmnent. It is at Ottawa, and not in Lon-
b:n, that the case of the Nova Scotians should
. Mocnt_e@. It 1s impossible, after giving up
o Dominion Parliament the full right of en-
ertaining all local questions affecting the com.
merce or the industry of the Provinces, that we
Can attempt to inquire into every case of ind;
vidual grievance. As Lord (i on very
pertinently observed, there never was a u?ng

—_—

'ye( which worked smoothly and in perfect har.

mony at starting. Toe Nova Scotians have
been provided with their dve share of influence
in the new confederation, atd it wil be thej
fault only if they cannot exercise it to the pe.
dress.of any sabstantial grievance of which
‘|bey may have to complain. As 1o the seny.
| mental part of their prayer, that is uterly iy
| vain in the lmperial Parliamen'. :

The Manchester Eraminer speaks of the pro.
[test of the Nova Scotian delegates, and say,
[ they turn to the United States  They are pot
b'ind to the heavy taxation they would be ca]).
ed upon to endure, but this, they think, woulq
be a temporary evil, whilst union with the Re.
public * would open to the Nova Scotiansy
career, and insure to them adequate protectiog
by lsnd and sea forever.” Whatever may by
thought of the ultimare destiny ot the Dominiog
—whe her it is to be absorbed, or is 10 becoms
a great and independeat nationality—it is cer
| tainly not pleasant to think of the possible ge.
verance of onme fine province, peopled with g
hardy and intelligent race, for a cause which
could so easily have been remedied.

The Quebec Chronicle says, Nova Scotia hag
been well cared tfor by those incharge of the
Federal Tressury, and none of her engagementy
or services has been allowed to sufter. Hep
intelligent and unprejudiced inhabitants mug
admit after all—apart from whatever faults iy
the method of consmmnmating the Uvion—tby
she might have gone iuo other Unions and fared
worse. The lesson received by the repealersiy
England places matters in a different position
from that of last year. They bave now learned
unmistakably that Eng'and, as wel as the
greatest of the North American colouies, wishey
this Union on imperial as well as provincial
grounds, and that they think it should havea
fair trial. Whether the repealers are sen-

to be seen: it would be the part of wis.
dom to do so by endeavouring to make the new
political relstions es profitable as possible to
their own province and tre rest of Canada. The
whole country has been subjected to difticulties
of mno ordinary kind in consequence of the
paralysis from which several industries have
suffered and the stagnation atteading commerce
generally. The different provinces bave passed
through “some distress and danger, but h”{
now reached a point from which a better pray!
pect is visible, Trade'is improving, ard ow
fields are promising a better harvest, which will
rid us of several obstacles to a closer union and
a more general prosperity. The Dominion may
have seen its worst days, and its path hence-
forth may be that of honour and genuine pro.
gress. At any rate, it behoves us all to bope
and labour for the best.

The Montreal Herald observes, We know not
how our fellow subjects in Nova Scotia will re.
ceive the refusal oi the House of Commons evea
to inquire into the facts which lie at the basis of
a complete subversion of a coustitution a cea-
tury old. We fear that the new constitution
will in other respects not turn out as satisfactory
as all, whatever their opinions on it, must de.
sire. It is upon the Nova Bcotians, however,
that falls the serious responsibility of deciding
as to he course now to be adopted, and we trust
that that decision wiil be & wise and pradest

one.

Tue ProvINciAL ExuiBIrioN—The Journd
of Agriculture reminds its readers that the time
tor the Great Provincisl Exhibition of all ear
Industries is rapidly approaching. Much pre-
patation is being made in King's County, sad
some of the other good sgricultural counties of
the province ; animals are being fed, and root
crops are being watered with liquid manure, and
preparations of other kinds are going om
Some of our horticulturists are training beauti.
ful specimens for the Exhibition tables ; and the
fruit growers will not be wanting in their eflarts
to maintain the character of Nova Scotia s the
grest apple country of the world. It is ho
that in our workshops efforts of a different
but not less energetic, are being made. We
have already notices from some of the grest is-
plement makers of the United States, thet they
will be ** on hand ” at the sppointed time~—
Messrs. Allen of New York purpose to send ¢
selection from their extensive stock of agrioul
tural and mechanical tools and implements;

st the disposal of the Exhibition Commissionsn
for upe during the Exhibition, and many other
manufscturers will, no doubt, be equally resdy
to send contibutions. It is hoped that ourom
mechanics will send in timely notice, so thet
space may be secured for the effective display of
their handiwork.

Tae Foa TRUMPET AT CANSO.—Some tim
ago s correspondent of the Citizen made o setk
ous charge of neglect of duty sgainst the perss
in charge of the fog trumpet at Canso. Bise
that time Captain Carroll, of the brig Caire, of
Londonderry, has sworn to a stitement thet o8
the fourth of July his vessel was among
breakers off Cape Canso, in a fog, and thet there
was 1o sound from the trumpet. Dudm
night the weather cleared off and st day
they could see the light house, but there was 00
light in it. This statement hes been placed is
the bands of the chief officer of the Marine D¢
partment, and the matter will be investigated—
Chron. #

A row ocourred in City Street on Wednesdsy
night, during which a colored led named Jobt =
Harris was 80 severely beaten that he hasre
mained insensible ever since. A colored mak( .
named Charles Kellum, and his son John

lum, were arrested for assaulting the lad, and &5
now in prison.
onnveyed to the station, Charles Kellum, jr., st
tempted to retrcae them from the police.
succeeded in sccompanying his relatives to the
office, and was yesterday sent to the City Prise
for 90 days.—1b.

Lire INSURANCE.—We call sttention to th :

Insurance Company. The reputation of thié
Company is well established. The fact of conr
plisnce with the regulations of the Dominios
Government by making the required depesit, i
a guarantee of the respectabiiity of the Com
pany, and a pledge of safety to those who, is
prudent foresight, wish to provide for their fs-
mifies by a Life Iosurance policy. Fall infor-
mation can be had on application to the Agest,

_ COMPLIMENTARY. — A very pleasing asd
highly complimeniary Address wpu P J

by Union Division of Digby, to Rev, 8. F, Hue
tis on the occasion of his leaving that town, &

-n‘cio cause ; to vhrclh Mr. Huestis made s nest
and apropriate reply. Ours will not

mit of publishing tpbzu i P‘"
The Rev. Jobn Latbern, prior to leaving
Fredericton for St. Jobn, was presented with 8
hnnd:l;ge lill)ve.: hoetvice. as expressive of l:"
regard in which he is held b thodists
Frederiction. Y the Me

A Harp Case—Among the persons i8 |
charge of the police at t:: lwionpeyeltﬂdl_’
were two children about two years of age. T i
mother, in a beastly state of intoxication, W&
taken from a house in Lower Water Street,

the youngsters had to be taken to the station 1of
protection.— Chron,

So far this season, the catch of mackerel 08
our shores, and in the bay of St. Lawsencs |
generally, has been unusuaily small. The s
counts from our small fleet, and from otber ver
sels in the Bay, have been megre, but the io*
telligence received points 1o the fact that unlest
unusual good fares are brought in later in th¢
season, the catch of mackarel for 1868 will t¢

much below the average.— Charlottetown M
Star,

P. li. ?uubt.;l'r:m observation and fros
» we gather the gratifying intelligens®
that the crops of our lsl‘nd !{id‘mr to be &3
cellent this sesson. Should nothing us
occur, we shall rejoice in a year of
The hay erop is undoubtedly much better thss
that of last year, and with the present p
of straw from our different cerials, fodder Wil
be plenty, and the. terrible scarcity of last wit"
ter, which effiicted the Western part of our
land, will not be experienced at least for tb¢
coming winter and spring. We trust that P.

of importing hay, at exorbitant prices, t0
serve lives of the scock.—/b. peioss, WP

THE CHAMPIONSHIP,—The annusl scull rece

for the Championship took place on Saturdsy

sible enough to act upon this lesson remains ,

Messrs, Fairbanks will not only exhibit thelr
weighing machines adapted for various purposss,
but will bave some special articles to be placed |

Whila the Kellums were being |

advertisement of the Connecticut Mutual Lilt :

knowledging his useful services in the Temper |

Island wiil not again be driven to the necessity.
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