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main in the popular mind for anything like
a sound morality or an enlightened faith.

This leads me to the topic already alluded
to—the general demoralization of Italy. 1
approach it with reluctance, and can onT!y
refer to it. §

All Catholic countries are bad enough in
their social morals, but I doubt whether any,
not excepting France, is so low as this beau-
t#ful land,where dwells, in person,the alleged
vicegerent of Christ himself. Among a
large class of Italian society domestic life
may be said to be thoroughly dissolute : and
what can the state be without the virtue of
families 7 1 recollect tnat, in your notice
of the Travels of Dr. Prime, of l!u: SGW-
York Observer, you gave a quotation 1rqm
him, on what 1.y be called, in fact, a spcml
institution of Italy—the general infidelity of
married life. Willis, in his letters from
Italy, says, that this liberty of domestic in-
fidehty 1s even 2 stipulation, often, in 'lhe
marriage contract. It bears a l??hhl(‘fll
name here—cicisbeism. The Catholic writ-
er above quoted, while he endeavours to
palhate the dark reproach, admits its truth
in respect to certain pldces and classes.—
« How,” he says, * such a most profligate
exchange of wickedness, such a detestable
commerce of debauchery, could bave crept
into a Christian country, or be tolerated
even for a moment in an orderly govern-
ment, is inconceivable ; but its consequences
were perceptible in the degeneracy of the
higher classes in Venice and Napies ; and
the fall of these cities may be considered,
without presumption, as the consequences
and the punishment of that degeneracy.”

But enoagh on this point. The great
characteristic of the Italian is his want of
moral feeling. He is the most devotional
and at the same time the most unconscienti-
ous of men, and his religion is chargeable
before Heaven and earth with the responsi-
bility of this deplorable extinction of his
moral sense. It substitutes legends for
truth, puerile and superstitious formalism
for morality, the dictation of the priest for
the dictates of conscience.

Of the rural population of Italy L cannot
speak from personal observation, and 1 find

that authors disagree respecting" its moral
character.  Eustace speaks with Catholic
partiality in its favour; most other writers
describe it as quite dissolute. An American
who has lived in the Appennines bhas assur-
ed me that the village life of the country is
utterly debased, and it would seem, a priori,
that, with such a religiou, it must pe so.—
Assussination, it is well known, has, for ge-
nerations, been a sort of national character-
istic of Italy, and all its murderers, you
must bear in mind, are, like the rest of the
people, devout in their way ; the man whom
you may see bowing and crossing himselt
before the image of the Virgin on the high-
way, may be the bandit who meets you the
next hour on your route.

In the most common transactions of life
you cannot rely upon the character of av
Italian. [ never met elsewhere with such
bhabitual, such unmitigated, such superfluous
falsehood. An Englishman who has lived
here twenty years remarked, that the habit
is 8o upiversal, it not natural, that, if they
did ever tell the truth, «“it is by accident,
and not by design.”

1 am an old enough traveller to know
that much evil can be said of any communi-
ty, and that no lLiitie qaal fication is neces-

sary in such moral esumates; I know, too,
that there are good and patriotic men in
Italy, who deplore its debasement, and are
ready o sacritice themselves for its recove-
ry; I bave spoken of them above; but 1
doubt whetber any population of Europe
presents a more mourntul spectacle of de-
moralization, and a more bopeless prospect
of regeneration, tuan that which dwells here,
immediately around the professed ceotre ot
the Christianity of the earth. It would be
a sad admission to make, sad for our com-
mon Christianity, were it not that the later
disowns the whole ecclesiastical farce which
has been enacted here for ages under its
name. It iv due to our common faith that
this protest against Popery should be ever
made without compromise. Men who are
not half demented cannot be in danger of
proselyting influences here ; their great pe-
ril lies in the opposite direction. I fear
there are few who come here from Protes-
tant countries, without well-settled religious
principles, who leave Italy without contirm-
ed, though it may be unavowed, sceptism.
What they see here they know to be the do-
minant form of Christianity in the world,
and this they know to be a sham ; the next
step to infidelity, the distrust of all form ot
Caristianity, is easy, though inconsiderate ;
and many, I fear, make it irrecoverably.
Let us ever, then, be careful to assert the
utter distinctness of genuine Christianity
from this great apostasy. He makes a fear-
ful ubuse of Christian charity who pleads
its indulgence for such a perversion and
prostitution of the holiest of causes. I wish
I could say otherwise; I wish there were
any rational ground for the Christian recog-
nition of Popery; my heart has coutinually
revolted here at the necessity which my
reason has asserted for branding the whole

_system as the predicted anti-Christ ; but it

would be disloyalty to Christianity to refuse
thus to denounce it. Instead of finding, as
some English and American perverts say
they do, deliverance from the rationalistic
temptations of the age, in Popery, I confess
that I can see in it only the contrary result.
Were I saut up to the conclusion that Ita-
lian Popery is a true interpretation of |
Christianity, I should be obliged to re-|
nounce my taith in Christianity.

Aund herein have we one of its most de-
plorable effects on the people, not only of
ltaly, but of all European Catholic commu-
nines.  The better class of men are all in-
fldels—hardly disguised infidels, and the
best educated women share their unbelief.
They look- upon the prevailing faith as ne-
cessary tor the insubordination of the people,
but as incompatible with the higher intelli-
gence of the age. They are just in this
latter opinion, so far as it respects Popery
itself; but as they have seen no other form
of Christianity, they comprehend in the
.sweeping verdict the whole system of rexeal-
ed religion.

Nor can a right-minded man judge these
doubters with unmixed severity. You can
hardly conceive how they can well come to
any other result. Never accustomed to
read the Scriptures, all the instruction of
their childbood and youth being mingled
with puerile or grotesque legends, the prac-

tical exhibitions of religion around them in
the persons of popes, prelates, and priests,
being so questionable, if not tarcical, how
can they be expected to discriminate be-
tween the pure divine truth, which they
have never seen, and the senile, media-val
nonsense which they incessantly see? It
is one of the most difficult tasks for a Pro-
testant to address these thoughtful, hu:
doubttul, men aright ; he finds them almbst
totally unprepared in even the premises of
his bv».n arzumentation. He finds it neces-
8ary, 10 most ins:ances, to begin his discus-
sious with, if not, indeed, to confine them to,
questions of patural rehgion and philosoph-
ical ethics ; ‘rom these he may, indeed, draw
puvwr!ul argumcn(s Hgﬂlnsl tbe immorali-
ties which almost disorganmze domestic hite
among the biglier classes of Atalians; but
grounds of natural rehigion dre ouly sand
baoks, Without the autbority of reveaied

':’:l!:r “\ Ou may bear uway the victory ot

gument upon these grounds, but you

¢ nnot"bear with it the beart, the consci-
ence of the unbeliever. - .

I assert an appalling and an almost uni-
versal fact when I say that the higher in-
telligence of Europe is to day on the side of |
infidelity ; and I assert also that the mis- |
education of the rehgnou; sentiment of E‘?'

by Popery, through su many ages, 18
;:?:éyyrupol:igle for tgbis fact. The ten-
dencies of even the Reformation to rational-
istic doubt came of this historical irfluence
of Popery.

Slowly, however, a class of men seems (o |
be forming, even in Italy, which affords an |
exception to these remarks. There are, as

[ bave said, Christian patriots here, few |
though they be. Some, from witnessing the \
social demoralizations of both Popery nnd‘
infidelity, and seeing no hope in either for |
their country, have been compelled to look |
to the popular knowledge of the Holy i
Scriptures, that is, in other words, the popu-

lar knowledge of Christian morals, as the |
only guarantee of popular liberty and popu-'
lar sovereignty. ‘The examples of Protes- |
tant Switzerland, of England, and of Amer- |
ica have given other similar convictions. |
These better ideas have shown themselves

among an influential ciass of the Italian Li-

beralists, and hence the fact above remark-

ed, that the Liberal movement of 1848 was

not so much perverted by Socialistic errors

in Italy as in France and Germany.

[ bave thus referred to some of the moral

aspects of this interesting country ; and my

remarks apply almost eqully to most of

theae southern sections of Europe. Greece,

with her peculiar religious system, is hardly

in a more hopeful condition than Italy.

She has fewer ecclesiastical drawbacks per-

baps ; for the union of the Greek Church

is dogmatic, not ecclesiastical ; but the popu-

lar religion coneists of driveling ideas, and

the intellectual, if not the moral, character

of her priesthood, is low, almost to abject-

ness. All along the Mediterranean, includ-

ing Spain and Portugal, the human race

presents almost identicai evidence of dege-

neracy. The fact seems, indeed, a geo-
graphical one, in both hemispheres ; for 1t is
the same, if not indeed worse, in Central
and South America ?

The usual theories respecting the demo-
ralization of thes~ southern countries seem
to me very doubttul.  The most common
makes the climate responsible for it. 'The
people are voluptuous, indolent, ineffective,
because their atmosphere is enervating, it is
said ; but, unfortunately for this hypothesis,
it was precisely in these warm latitudes that
civilization had its birth, and its noblest
ancient developments — Assyria, Egypt,
Greece, Rome—intellect, energy, arts, and
arms have had their first and greatest tri-
umphs here, where intelligence, heroism,
and all virtue now only languish. And
this fact is also geographically true in the
Western hemisphere, for the only traces of
uboriginal civihization in America are in
Mexico, Central America, and Peru, and
they are traces of a civilization which was
gigantic in some respects.

History then contradicts this theory ot
the moral influence of climate on nations.—
Climate, doubtless, has its influence, but it
13 not accountable for the degeneracy we
vave described. There is a deeper cauvse;
and that cause is the most protound that
affects humanity ; 1t is the religious senti-
ment; and the general prevalence of an
apostate form of Christianity throughout
these central regions of both hemispheres
affords the only rational solution of the
problem. Even paganism, in its earher
and severer forms, maintained the vigour
of the Mediterranean nations. Greece was
energenc in intellect and in heroism for
ages; Rome conquered the world. In the
most vigorous days of both, the domesuc
demoralizations, which would now be cal.ed
fushiopable in Christian lialy, would not
have been tolerated. More than five bun-
dred years passed before a divorce occurred
under the Romans. With the popular cor-
ruptions of religion come all other vices and
national enervation, and, at last, national
downfall.

Tue apostasy of the Christian Church,
then, in Southern Europe, may be consid-
ered the cause ot the protound and univer-
sal demoralization of its nations; and the
similarity of its consequences in Cen ral and
Southern America confirms this view of t.
Christianity, as it exists in Greece, and
throughout the Levant, is but the same
greatl apost«sy, somew hat moditied, and bas
produced there the same moral results.
When will the mighty evil come to an
end? It is hard to say. The sanguine
interpreters of propbecy, and ardent Lite-
ralists, have failed so often in their predic-
tions, that we may well hesitaie to indulge
flattering hopes on the subject. But one
thing may be asserted, namely, that all the
laws of modern progress are against Pope-
ry. Popery is essentially Medizval ; the
civilized world bas, in most of its senti-
ments, out-sped Popery by, at least, three
centuries. The ties which stll bind it to
the obsolete evil have been drawn out nearly
to their utmost possible tension ; they must
inevitably snap asunder before long. It
would not be surprising if the next revolu-
tionary movement of Europe should break
them forever; and he can hardly err who
assigns not a century yet to the existence
of Popery as a recognised power in the
political organization of Europe. Happy
will it be, both for the political and religious
world, when the great, overhanging cloud
shall flee away, and let in upon the bewil-
dered nations the pure and serene light ot
original Christianity. A. STEVENS,

[FOR THE PROVINCIAL WESLEYAN.]

Obituary Notices.
MRS. REBECCA BEALS

Died at Beals Mountain, in the coun y ol
Annapolis, on Thursday the 3rd of April,
1856, in the 70ih year of her age, REBECCA
BeaLs, wife of Joshua Beals. She was
born June 19th, 1786, at Digby, second
daughter of the late Rebecca and James
Taylor, and was married December 11th
18047.

The subject of this memoir was savingly
converted to God through the instrumental
ity of the Rev.Wilham Bennett in the county
of Annapolis, and soon after joined the Wes-
leyan church ; of which she remained a con-
stant member for about fifty years. Her
house was the principal home of the minis-
ters for many years, and they always tound
a hearty welcome in it. Mrs. Beals was
naturally diffident 1n reference to her reli-
gious attainments, fearful of saying anything
her experience would not warrant. Heraged
and pious partner 1s confident that she lived
in the enjoyment of religion during the
greatest part of the period of their wedded
life. Her conduct was upright; she was
emineutly industrious, maunaging her large
family with great propriety and economy.—
She had nine children eight of whom sur-
vive her. These with her aged and bereav-
ed partuer, and a large circle of friends
mourn the sudden death of oue endeared to
them by many virtues. Throughout her
sickness she never was heard to complain
but ever manifested a sabmission 10 God's
will, fecling that the same Jesus that bad
supported her through the jouraey of hfe
wus now her support in the hour of death,
and oft would her aged partner say that 1t
affurded him great comfort to see her enjoy-

doring ber sickness would she lift up her
bands in holy triumph of joy saying, The
Lord is with me, He is my stay and staff.—
Just a few days before her death she called
those near her to her bed and conversed with
them on the excellency of religion, pointing
them to the Lamb of God that taketh away
the sins of the world. The writer of these
lines conversed with her the day on which
she died on the excellency of religion and
the happy prospect of the Christian in re-
ference to futurity, and found a pleasing
response in her looks and words which ex-
pressed her apprehended nearness to death
and to the joys of heaven. Just before she
drew her last breath, she exclaimed, * Come
Lord Jesus, and come quickly,” and calmly
fell asleep in Jesus: her happy spirit took its
flight to the paradise of God, and her body
returned to the dust from which it came
there to remain till the morning of the re-
surrection when the grave shall give up its
dead, and they that have done good shall
come forth to the resurrection of life.

Her death was improved by the Rev.
Wm. Wilson (rom the 14 chapter, 13 verse
of Revelation, ** And I heard a voice from
heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord from hence-
forth : Yea, saith the Spirit that they may
rest from their Jabours ; and their works do
follow them.”

S. Beats.

Died, at Falmouth, on the 2d inst.. afier
a severe and long protracted illness, Nancy,
fourth daughter of the late John ELbER,
Esq. Her sufferings were borne with
Christian fortitude and submission ; and
death was triumphed over in the hope of
eternal life.

Provincial Wesleyan

THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 1836.
Troublous Times.
The remark of Lord Shaftesbury at the

recent anniver-ary meeting of the Wesleyan
Missionary Society in Exeter Hall that we
live in times pre-eminently troublous and
perilous is one to the truth of which every
thoughtful mind immediately responds.—
And trouble lowers on the political horizon
while perils manifold are threatening the
Church of God. It is a crisis that demands
our prayers. This Continent heaves from
its centre to its extremities, as with some
strange commotion ; and whilst we are con-
templating with gratitude to God the resto-
ration of peace to Europe we are viewing
with apprehension the tokens of impending
danger in this western hemisphere. The
neighboring republic seems to groan broeath
the curse of a government powerless (0 re-
strain the licentiousness of its subjects and
potent only to precipitate the country com-
mitted to its care into the worst of na' o1 al
woes. Witha wanton ignorance ora w.cked
disregard of the comity of nations it bids
{rom its presence the representative of Bri-
tain for an assumed wrong after not only
every concession which 1t was just to de-
mand had been freely accorded, but every
requirement not so absolutely unreasonable
as to render assent humiliating had met,
much more than it merited, a prompt, and
if not a cheertui yet a gracious, compliauce.
With a synchronous movement, consistent
enough in its character, but only so in its
shameless indifference to every principle of
right, the same government beckons to its
enbrace the priestly deputy of a fledgling
power reared by a filibustering emissary
trom its own dominions. An army prose-
cuting in the cause of humanity a righteous
warfare may not be recruited by emigraots
from the shores of Republican America,
nlthough to the spirit and the letter of her
law a scrupulous respect be paid; but un-
principled adventurers may sally forth, at
will, from her borders to spoil and to conquer
neighboring states, sure of a kindly recog-
nition of their acts if only success smile for
a moment on their arts or victory granta
solitary favor to their arms ! Whither the
tide on which such rulers are content to
iaunch the barque of state may drift the
nation we do not pretend to the capacity to
predict. It may be that Heaven designs
for conduct so recusant as theirs to every
principle of justice and equity, ' prescribed
not less for nations than for individuals, the
punishment which is its due. Quem deus
vult perdere, prius dementat.

Ominous, however, as are the signs

of the times we will trust and not be

afraid. The prayers of Christendom are
daily ascending to Heaven for peace in our
time ; and especia.ly wil! supplications be
poured into the ear of the Most High that
he would avert the horrors of a war into
which, we record it with deepest pain, un-
godly men seem bent upon plunging the
two great tamilies of the Anglo-Saxon race ;
a race which should be ever characterized
by unity in its efforts to expand the bless-
ings of civilization and to extend the Gospel
of Peace throughout the world. ‘Our hope is
in the Christian brotherhood of the two
great Protestant countries, Britain and

America. Let us by every means within

our power endeavour to cement it.

Genera'lr Conférence Eeedings.

The following are the Addresses of the
Canada and Irish Wesleyan Conferences,
referred to in the proceedings of Wedues-
day, May Tth:

ADDRESS OF THE IRISH CONFERENCE,

To the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in the United States of America.

Reverenp aND Dear FaTHeErs aNDp BreTm-
rREN,—We, the mjnisters of the Methodist
Connexion in Ireland, now assembled in
our annual conference, beg leave respect-
fully to commend to your fraternal regards
the Rev. Robinson Scott, an accredited
member of our body, and deputed by us to
visit your country on an important mission,
the object of which is set forth in the “ min-
utes " of our present sittings, and which he
is able more fully to explain.

As a religious body, both we and our
beloved people, in common with other evan-
gelical denominatious, have for some years
past been more than ordinarily impressed
with the conviction that the recent visita-
tions of Providence upon this, in many

respects, unhappy land, are a loud call for
more vigorous efforts on our part to develop
to the ntmost every possible resource, in
order to give the Gospel to the masses of
our fellow-countrymen, We have, how-
ever, laboured under circumstances of great
discouragement. By emigration, and the
estraugement of our youth, through want of
educational 1ipstitutions, in which they
might receive a religious training in accor-
dance with our own views, our numerical

ing that love which casteth out fear. Often

strengthhas been greatly diminished. Be-

sides, our connexional funds, designed to
extend the work of God in the negiected
and destitute parts of the country, being re-
quired to sustain gur ministry on depressed
circuits, such extensive aggressive opera-
tions as are required by the circumstances
of our country, and which we are persuaded
would be attended with the Divine approba-
tion and much success, have bitherto been
impossible.

which attended the lahours of our fathers,

trust, and to which the Lord continues most
encouragingly to set his seal, the adaptation
of our system fora yet more extensive ap-
pliance of those truths, together with the
advantages of a position, from which, were
the means at our disposal, it would be easy
to embrace every hamlet in the land, we, in
conjunction with many of the more influen-
tial members of our societies, have been led
not only to endeavour after an improved
state of things in our existing
to aim at a connexional movement whereby,
through the Divine blessing, a new impulse
might be given to the energies of our whole
system.

In the mean time private communica-
tions from several [rish emigrants, together
with editorial and other articles in Metho-
dist publications, which circulate widely in
the United States, encouraged the assur-
ance that such a movement would meet
with extensive practical sympathy from our
American brethren, and that a deputation
on its behalf would be favourably received,
an assurance which was otherwise naturally
induced by the consideration that numbers
now in the American Churches are the
children of Irish Methodists, or themselves
the direct fruit of Irish Methodist labours.

A meeting was accordingly held in con-
nexion with our present conference, com-
posed of all its members and of lay friends
from different parts of the kingdom, and a
subscription opened, which reached the
cheering amount of £8,800 as the basis of
a fund for the increase of the Wesieyan
Methodist agency in Ireland ; nor will that
meeting be less remembered for the spirit
of simple piety and fervent gratitude than
for the noble expression of liberality which
characterized its proceedings. Deputations
have been appointed to visit all our circuits
and missions, and we confidently expect
that the amount will be considerably aug-
mented. We have named £20,000 as a
minimum ; but if, by the liberality of our
lfriends in Ireland and in America, a much
larger sum could be obtained, we should be
able to carry out our aggressive operations
upon the masses of our countrymen upon a
scale more extensive and permanently effi-
cient.

To secure the required amount it was
resolved to request the conference to appoint
a deputation to the United States and Cuna-
ia, and, in compliance with that request,
Brother Robinson Scott has been set apart
for this service. He possesses the full con-
fidence of his brethren, and is followed by
their prayers, that the cause which be
pleads may obtain from among your people,
and that his ministry and interconrse may
be the neans also of imparting some spiri-
tual benefit.

The Conference have also addressed a
letter to the Missionary Committee in Lon-
doo, requesting that the valuable services
ot their giﬁeg countryman, the Rev. Wil-
liam Arthur, A.M., oue of the General Se-
~retaries, may be granted for the purposes
of the deputation; and as he has kindly
signified his willingness to underwke the
labour of love for his native country, it is
confidently hoped that at a period of the
year most suited to the conveniece of the
coinmittee, this request will be granted.

At the request of the conference, Alder-
man M‘Arthur, of Londonderry, who takes
a deep interest in our cause, has consented
to afford his services also for a short time
during the spring of next year.

Our highly esteemed friend and father,
the Rev. Thomas Waugh, who, we have
reason to believe, is well known to you by
character, in connexion with the services
which he has so long rendered to Wesleyan
Methodism in Ireland, has been requested
10 write a private note to each bishop indi-
vidually, and it'is expected his communica-
tion will have arrived before the presenta-
tion of this documents

We cherish the confidence, venerable
brethren, that you will receive our deputa-
tion aftectionately, and, by your counsel and
the influence of your lugh position, facili-
tate the object of their mission, bearing as
it ultimately must on the well-being of your
own Churches and nation, which will con-
tinue to receive yearly accessions from the
population whose moral and spiritual in-
terests it is designed more immediately to
promote, as well as upon the interests of
Methodism in this benighted land.

Signed on behalf and by order of the
conference

Jou~n Farrar, President.
JonN F. MartuEWS, Secretary.
Belfast, June 28, 1855.

ADDRESS OF THE CANADIAN CONFERENCE.

To the Reverend the Bishops and Members of the
General Conference of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church, in Conference assembled

REVEREND AND DEAR FATHERS AND BRE-
TOREN : * Grace be unto you, and peace from
God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Permit us, your sons and bretbren in the Gos-
ple, to present to you our respectful acknowledg-
ment for the kind and aflectionate manner in
which you reccived our representative, the Rev.
Dr. Green, as well as for the appointment of a
distinguished member of your body to represent
you in our Conference. We anticipated with
much pleasure the visit of Dr. Garey to our
country, but bave to regret that he was removed
from his high position in the Church militant,
before our anticipations were realized.
sympathize with you in this bereavement, which
bas not only removed from your ranks‘ a bro-
ther whose praise was in all the Churches,” but
in the absence of any substitute to fill his place,
has for a season deprived us of that interchange
of personal communion, which is so disirable and
beneficial.

It is a matter of much thankfulness to the Di-
vine being, that while year after year be is re-
moving to their eternal reward the fathers of the
Church, those holy, self-denying veterans who
first planted Churches in the wilds of America,
he is also raising up a promising class of young
men, filled with faith and tbhe Holy Ghost, to
carry on the glorious warfare.

We regret that no address has reached us
from the last session of your venerable body; but
the want of a letter from you has been in some
degree supplied by the good tidings brought
back by our owa representative, and from other
aathentic sources. by which we rejoice to learn
that you bave peace in all your borders, and are

y blessed with a good degree of prosperity through-

| out your entire work.

Your noble efforts in the cause of religion and
collegiate education are above all praise. These
combined and continued efforts to form and ele-
vate the moral and intellectual character of the
rising generation cannot fail, we think, to inspire
confidence in the wisdom of your councils and
confer lasting and untold benefiis upon the coun

try at large.
We bave looked with the liveliest interest

Upon your missionary operations, and especially

Calling to mind, however, the successes |

the vitality of the truths committed to our |

We |

upon the extension of your work in foreign
lands. The position you occupy is over ours and
commanding. For a long time the first church
| in yoar couatry in point of numbers, and now only
| in point of wealsk, it cannot but be gratifying to

{all the lovers of Zion to notice the zeal with |

| which you employ the appliances at cowmand
in sending abroad the * glad tidings " of salva-
| tion.
| At bome, God bas enabled you to turn a bar-
ren wilderness into a truitful field, and make the
| ** desert rejoice ard bloesom as the rose ;" and
| we praise God on your bebalf that he has en-
abled you to send back the pure flame of the
| Gospel truth 10 bless the country ot Luther, and

1 . . .
| re-illumine the land ot the Reformation.

Accept, dear brethren, cur best wishes and

fervent prayvers, that in these and in all other

[ departmvnls of your great and widely extending |
operations, the blessings of the Lord may continue |

| to rest upon vou, causing you to s bound more and

| your leader

| 4

|led forth with peace; the mountains and the

ye shall go out with joy, and be

| bilis shall break forth into singing, and all the |

trees of the field shall clap their hands  Instead
of the thorn sball come up the fig-tree, and in-
stead of the briar shall come up the myrtle-tree :
and it shall be to the lord for a name, for an
evarlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

It will, we doubt not, afford you much plea-
sure to learn that the present is a happy and
prosperous day with us in Canada. Tbe dewon
of discord is not permitted, as formerly, to scat-
ter bis * flre-brands, arrqgs, and death.” Peace
reigns in our Church; joy dwells in our own
hearts, and God, ¢ven our God, is causing us to
triumph in every department of the work com-
mitted toour care. Qur people take a deep interest
and manifest a growiny liberality 1in sapporting
the institutions of the Church. Since we last
addressed you they have doubled their contri-
butions for the sustentation of our missions. All
our connexional tunds are well sustained, and
we can recollect no periud in our Church’s his-
tory when so many beautifal and commodious
edifices were being -erected for Divine worship
as at the present time.

Victoria College is increasing in popularity
and usefulness, and we are makiug arrange-
ments i 1 niore thorough and liberal training
of such young men in our Church as are called
to the Christian ministry.

The field of our operations bas been great-
ly enlarged, of late, by the union and consoli-
dation of Wesleyan Methodism in the two Can-
adas and the Hudson’s Bay Territory. By mu-
tual arrangements between us and the British
Conference, all the Wesleyan societies through-
out this vast region of country have been plac-
ed under our care. A wide field tor benevo-
lent and Christian enterprice is thus opened up
before us—a field extending from the Atlantic
to the Pacific Ocean, and from the great Lakes
to the Arctic regions, everywhere dotted with
bnman beings waiting for the bread of life.

We bave much reason to be thankful for the
measure of success which bas crowned our mis-
sionary efforts among the Indian tribes and
newly-settled portions of couutry. Our missi-
onaries are pioneering these rough and rugged
portions ot the field, as did your fathers atore-
time ; new missions are being every year form-
ed, and yet the cry is continually beard, “ Come
over and help us.”” In the strength of Divine
grace, and in constant dependence upon tha:
assistance which such grace .alone can impart,
we hope to continue our efforts until the * wil-
derness shall ”’ indeed * become a fruittul ficld,
and the traitful field be counted for a forest.”
But we are not iguorant of the difficulties that
lie in our way, and the combinations of error
with which we must constantly contenil.

We have the most unwavering confidence in
the Gospel we preach. We know it to be the
power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth, and must eventuvally subdue the
world to the obedience of Christ. But while
we are thus coofident, and can have no doub!
of the final issue, we are reminded by the in-
creasing boldness of our foes, and the dangerous
leaven of error which is working in different
portions of the community, that we bave some-
thing more to do than to « hold fast the form ot
sound words,” which our fathers have left for
our guidance. The bold manner in which its
emissaries are endeavouring to revive that anci-
ent heresy which seeks to extinguish that light
which the Reformation with an open Bible has
shed upon the world, admonishes us, not only
to contend earnestly for the « faith once deliver-
ed 1o the raints,” but carefully to watch over
our own spirit and affections, that we may con-
stantly experience the rich benefits of deep
| personal piety, and preach the incorruptible
[ trutbs of the Gospel under the abiding influ-
ences of God the Spirit,

| We have appointed as our representatives
[to your venerable body, our honoured and much
| respected brethren, the Rev. Enoch Wood, pre-
| sident of the conference, (should he be able to
| attend, or the Rev. John Ryerson, co-delegate,)
{and the Rev, Richard Jones : brethren beloved,
in whose piety and judgment we have the nt-
most confidence ; and 10 whom we refer you for
any further information which you may desire
concerning our aflairs,

That you may abound more and more in
every good werd and work and see the Church
committed to your care, rise still higher in pi-
ety, liberality, and general usefulness, is the
constant prayer, dear brethren, of your sons
in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Signed in behalt of the conference.

S- D, Rick, Sec.

London, C. W, June, 1856.

Wesleyan Education :7»Pfogress
and Prospects.

Last week, on the third day after that on
| which our Missionary Anniversary was held, the
| Second Annual Meeting on behalf of Wesleyan
| Education took place at Centenary Hali. ‘I'be
'penod i# in several respects happily chosen, es-

pecially for the conveuience of friends from the
country who come up ‘o the May Meetings, and
who, we hope will uot only attend, year after:
| year, our Educational Anpniversaries; but will
consider a call at Westminster, and a glance at
the Normal Institution, its Students, and its
practising and model Schools, one of the indis-
pensable arrangements of their visit to the me-
tropolis. On Thursday there were present at
the Meeting, besides its bonoured Chairman,—
who bad come in some weakness, we are sorry
to say, but with unfailing willingness,—and be-
sides the Chairman of last year's Meeting, many
other benefactors and friends of the Institution,
from Penzance, Cheltenbam, Birmingbam, Burn-
ley, and even Glasgow, and from other parts;
together with Ministers and Missionaries of our
own Connexion, and a di;lmgui*d Professor in
the University of Aberdeen. ° Whether there
were other strangers present, and 1f so whetber
or not these were as well disposed as Professor
Martin towards us, it is impossible to say; but
we may be sure that, in the acrutinizing look now
fixed upon Denominational Education, the pro-
ceedings of Methodism do not escape attention
There have been, in our recent course, periods,

in his instructive retrospect, when the political
influence that Methodisn: brought to bear upon
tue Legislature, in reference to the wrong paths
which, first on one haud and then on the other,
were about to be taken in the pursuit of Na ional
Education, led the cuuntry to form large expec-
tations of what we ought to accomplish as soon
as from objecting we fell to working, and this

referred to by Mr. J. H. James last Thur-day, |

| with ali the advantages of a system of public in-
:lpecﬁon and aid, administered on principles so
hr satisfactory 1o ourselves that we desire only
fits extension and deprecate its subversion. If a
| stranger was present the other evening who re-
| membered these things, and waited to hear the
‘ re'su!ts, we can imagine that he would feel some
disappointment on learning that Metbodism Lad
‘ only the rrnming College, and only 417 Day-
i scbools, containing 45,163 scbolars.' It suc h'
E person inquired farther, he would find that, for
every child in our \\'crk-dn_v Schools, we have
more than eight children in our Sunday-schools ;
|an:] that, while w¥® have only these .417 Dav-
schools, which gives a less proportion than one
to each Circuit, we bave about ten times as mans
Chapels and Societies, as is indicated by the l.«:!

that we possess above 4,000 Sabbath-schools.—
Now, suct an observer might bereupon draw
one ot two opposite conclusions,—either that
|

| Methodism was strangely neglectful of Educa-

circuits, but | more it every good word and work; for while he is | tion ; or that, baving been so in time pasr, its

| tuture labours were hkely te grow 1nto vas: pro-

portions trom the extent ot its sphere and of its

resources. A glauce at the line taken by our
| Connexion will show that the latter and more
bopeful conclusion is the probable one.
Notwithstanding that *Jobn Wesley's first
building was a School for the poor,” so that, as
it was remarked the other evening by Mr. Ar-
thur, “‘the first Methodist brick was a School
brick ;” and notwithstanding that our Founder
enjoined it on his first helpers * to preach ex-
pressly on education,” telling them tbat he who
bad no gi!t for this, was not called 10 be a Me-
thodist Preacher ; and although, in our aduir-
ably orgamzed
native School bas from the first been considered

Missionary department, the
a necessary adjunct to the Mission Station ; 1t is
the fact that, at bome, our distinctive denomina-
tional etforts in this direction have become recog-
nisable only within the last twenty years,—prior
to which * the children of the poorer classes of
Methodism were placed, for the most part, either
in National or Biriush Schools, or n private
Schools held on Wesleyau Trust property.”—
The last Annual Report of cur Committee of
Education is but the smixteenth, and the current
year is but the fifth of the existence of our
Training | College at Westminster ; so that our
whole denominational action in this deprtnent
fact Mr. M’Owan offers
the explanation that the call of our forefathers
was (0 deal, in the first place, with the adult un-
godliness of the land. It 1s further to be con-
sidered that modern education requires a length-
ened period of training for its agents. In it, the
element of time is quite as essential as the ele-
ment of cost; and you cannot proportionately
abridge the one by increasing the otber. Steaay
progress, and excellence in what we have as yet
attained, is theréfore as much as we can in rea-
son require. In 1836, our Committee reported
only 31 Wesleyan Day-schools; for 1855, 1t
reports 417.
new Day-schools announced is 17, besides a

is recent :—ot which

In the last year, the number of

greater number which bave been enlarged or
re-organized ; and the increase of scholars is
3,803,
ed important in its aggregate and steady in its

This is prograss which may be consider-

wmerements,

It we look to quality as well as tc quantity, we
have still more reason to be satisfied. In a for
mer year, Mr. Bowstead, onc of her Majesty's
Iuspectors, reported that * Wesleyan Schonls in
the country make, upon the whole, a nearer ap-
proach to the excellencies of their metropolitan
model than those of any other cla-s subject to m)
wspection ; and it bas siruck me, as a peculiar
merit in the Body by which they are promoted,
that they not only make vast exertions to esta
blish schools, but take special care that the
schools which they establish shall be good one:."
Such is the testimony Lorne by one Inspector to
those Schools in his district which he found un
der the care of Teachers trained at Westminster,
And concerning the Niational College itself, the
“ metropolitan mode! " ‘of which Mr. Bowsteaa
made such cordial mention, we have the highest
possible record, in the Report of another of her
Majesty’s Inspectors, from which we regret that
our space will allow us to quote only one sen-
tence. Mr, Morell observes that, * with regard
1o the professional education of the Students,
and their facilities for acquiring a comprehen-
sive knowledpe of school-keeping inits pninciples
and practical details, the arranpements here
made appear to me to be singularly complete
and efficacious.”  Besides this high recommend-
ation, we can refer 10 the 1esunlts of the last ex-
amination of Students for Government certifi-
cates of merit. We find about thirfteen Train-
ing Institutions which sent up female candidates
for certificates, that, taking the percentage of
success, Westminster stands third . and of seven-
teen which sent np male candidates, Westmins
ters stands first. Here, then, we have excel-
lence as well as progress, quality as well as quan-
tity, ascertained by fact as well as declared by
cfficial reports ; sothat the Wesleyan Committee,
without any unauthorised vaunt, are warranted
in saying that these results entitle the West-
minster Norinal College “to he ranked along with
the first Traininz Institutions of the country.”

We are rather mortificd at having to admit
that there still remains a debt on this Institu-
tion ; and thcugh the amount bas now been re
duced by more than one half, and brought down

to a sum wiich as the Reporf states, * may be

paid off on any moment when the Methodist peo
ple shall say it «hall be,” yet we feel the force of |
Mr. Arthur’s expression that, notoriously ,* a |

debt always dies hard.” Nevertheless, we trust

a|

’ promie bitter fruit at a future season

—_— - ==
—_—

clude that there stands a divine Py, sence | :
centre of our Educational as well a« of our : i
and Foreign work, and that His D, ., d,,,\em:e,
prosper what his Spirit emplcys and COnsecryy .
— Waotchman. o

R S

Weslenan Intelligenge.

Annapolis Circuit.

Our religious intervsts have never

Appeared

a0 now.—
Qur congregations are good and atten

to us more hopeful and pro=perous t}

often deeply affected under a preached l\‘y"‘\l "y
and generally our sccial ard privar uuv‘jl-
grace are scasons of * refreshing coming down
tfrom the presence of the Lor]" During 1,
last tew weeks the Lord has been o1

pour out his Spitit in a mos

)-M-ai.‘.f to
t pracngs and Ower
tul manner upon his people at Hitaboroy.)
ough and
Yea!

comforting Zion, and by lding

the surtounding localities
e * Lord

] : : "P her wa«
places, causing joy and gladness, th

.. dckagivyy
and melody. &

Most of our members, and others. have bee
greatly blessed, set richt with God ard wi
each other, and are now walking in the light o
the Lord; while some forty converts \:\‘.l ‘
added to our ranks. .

unto death !

"Q'
0, may ﬂn-y all be taithiy

We ‘have two good chapels on the
of this Circuit, and one below sufficient y large

but our chapel at Hillsborough, although buyil

only some fifteen or sixteen years ago, and then
quite large enough, is now too small by one ;,.i,.

s0 that our friends have commenced building 5
g

new one, the size of which ie 47 fee- by 40, and

22 feet posts, with a tower and steeple to (o

responi—end and side yvallerics—and & hoge
ment story—to be 26 feet by 36—hujl: of
granite.

be a fine room for our Sabbath-school angd week

ut
This part is well on the way, and |

night services.
mated at £1,000. Yas
laid on the 14th inst., when we had a most nter

The cost of the: whole i oot
The foundation stone
service.

esting About twenty-seven persop,

assisted in laying the stone, each one givine s

This way

followed by a teameeting and sale of yeefyl

sum of money towards the building

and fancy articles, prepared and condyetod by
our good hearted and zealous friends, the [3g
May God bless thém'!

les

A small new chapel is being built on the
Waldeck Line—the outside is finished, and the
inside is partly finished. Anofber one has been
commenced this Spring at Hessian Line Corper
—size 36 feet by 30, and 16 feet posts, with an
end gallery. Thus our friends will bave their
bands full for a while;—may the Lord crown
their efforts with. his blessing! At our last
quarterly meeting our friends renewed their re.
quest to the Conference to send them a second
preacher—a single man—and pledged his sup-
port.

Let me conclude by saying, that as I expect
to leave this Circuit at the ensuing Conference
—having been here four years—my daily prayer
18, that God may abundantly bless and prosper
both ministers and people in their labours of
love during the coming years, and grant usall
to meet in heaven at last.

G. M. BAgkaT,

Curopean.

Cortespundence of Commerciyl Adver iser
LONDON May 13, 1856

Parhament baving adjourned for the Whitwe-
tide hoiidays, there is nothing new in dowesy
pohiic..  With regard to the Continent the chiel
topics of attenticn have continued to be the re-
cent threats of France against the hberty of the
press in Belgium, and the resistance of Austra
against any cbange in ber system ol Italian go-
vernment.

Although the present Belgian Ministry and
the majority in the Lepislature are of tbe Ro-
Catholic or reactionary party, they have.:hown
in the present crisis an amount of spirit and pat-
riotism which denotes that all sectiopal differ:
ences have been extinguished in the common
feeling for the independence of the country—
Louis Napoleon has in fact raised a feeling that
histories of nations

recalls the most stirring

struggles, and  which from ts sincenty ad

warmth has probably astoundcd him

Most likely the e manilestations will have tbe

eftect of other serious conse

quences, and thev have doubtlers caused- a0

preventing any

urgent desire that the indiscretion shall pass inte

Their damage to the French Emperor
t

oblhivion.

must, however, prove in¢ alenlable, ard such as
Aiong
men of d-x,u-rivn: € no opinion that his charaeter
has really changed wsince b elevation to the
throne h,n_‘c'u Ty revailed, but the nasses, dazzled
by the events of the last few yvears, have taken
an opposite View. The whole ot this effect bas
now been lost, and they look vrxpon him again it
his old aspect.

In relation to the Iralian question, it appeart
that Count Cavour, the representative of Sardio
ia in the Peace Conference took an early oppor
tunity after his return to Turin to explain the
attempts he had made to Lringatn s full bear:
ing> under the notice of Europe. In his state-
ment he estimated that the penl of the existief
tate of aflairs seemed to be recognised by allthe
powers except  Austria, whose manifestations 0
her 1ntention to maintain a determined systes

of represfion, and also of her especial animos!!!

that this will, before long, bave received the
coup dr qrace at the hands of those who teel that |
the honour and interests of Methodism are pledg- [
ed to
lege deserves this little further exertion, for we

its annihilation. The Westminster Col-
bave no other Institution which is doing so much
In 15854, the
its maintenance was £4 550,

for Methodism at so cheap a rate.
cost of towards |
which the inherent resources of the Institution

furnished £2 870; leaving but £1 680 1o be sup-

plied by the Connexion : and last year, when the

expenditure was £4,770, the productive income
of the Institution had risen to £3,430, leaving
only a balance of £1 341 to be carried to the
General Account. In the former year, the debt
was £2,145; at present it is only 903,—a sum
large enough to be a vexation and an embarrass

ment, bat not too large for immediate liquidation.
The beading of the present article intimates our
intention to speak of the prospects as well as the
prozress of Wesleyan Education ; but for the
present, we must forego tbat part of our design.

Thursday, which we this day report, avd especi-
aily those ot Mr. James, Mr. M*Owan, Mr. Ar-

ed with a perception of the spiritual as well as
the temporal biessings which Wesleyan educa-

| pulation, and also of the enlarging compas3
| which the new facilities offered by Governmeat,
; and the resources and quickened zeal of the Con-

Letters which were read by

nexion, open to us {
Mr. M C. Taylor at an early period of the meet- |
ing, and the fact stated by Mr.J. D. Brocklehurst
towards 11s close, prove tha the Ministers are not
o's in their Circu:ts,
that the Teabo - s ran evargel sts as
well as protesrune ». and that the chil-
dren, in numercus 1> Loes, are converted as
well as tangbs ; from which we may surely con-

negleciful of the |

i

If the reader will peruse the speeches ot last |

thur, and Mr. Prest, he will find himselt animat- | positive piedge than any

|- m
to Sardinia, were such as 10 preclude any hopt
of a calm and unanunous arrangement.

- s Toscal’
The accounts from Naples, Parma and Tuscat)

The King

add to the anxieties of the situation

of Naples refuses to hear a word of remonstrant

| even from those who, except in comparson Wi

oty

rank for bigotr)

bimself, may take the highest
s told that 1he
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